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^62 116395-837. J sc 61 fSFPilhb 9/22/75 
The Attorney-General. 

;: ° Senate Select.. 

Committee- on Intelligence Activities 
Reprior FBI communetns which have, .on-continuing 

; basis, efctd delvry to SSC of materials cncrng 
-Martin Luther King, Jr.,, & respnsv to SSC reqs 
dated 7/8 & 7/14/75 „ Snclsd for ur aprvl & for- 
wrdng to SSC, is orig of memo in ffthr resphsto 
.afrmntnd 7/8/75 req. Also enclsd for ur records 
;is cc of memo which is being delvrd to u w/set of 
•materials which being delvrd to SSG„ • . . ..- 


•« j£i*- —.ir. i j .jJL - 
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UNITED* STATES G^j^RNMENT 

Memorandum 


H 


TO : 

Mr. Sullivan 

FROM : 

F. J. BauragardnerL*' 


& ^ 

SUBJECT: 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


1 - DeLoach 
1 - Wick 

DATE: 10/24/66 

1 - Sullivan 
1 - Baumgardner 
1 - D. Wells 


f * * y 

To Ison >„ 

dcs^sK-c:— 
— 

Callahan- 

Coniad- -ML — 


WrthtKI 

Tavcl . LZ 

Trotler -_ 

Tele'f Room . 

Holmes- 

Gandy - 


SECURITY MATTER - C 

/M v. 

U BACKGROUND: On 10/19/66, AT 138_7_-.S^ ad vised that Martin Luther 
I King, Jr., President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 
) had recently met with McGeorge Bundy, Director of the Ford 
I Foundation. At this meeting, Bundy, on behalf of t he Ford 
j Foundation, offered Kin g ’s o rganization, a gi-an t of t hree 
|| million d o llars . Bundy explained that the Ford Foundation 
*' is extremely interested in various programs of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. Also, the Ford Foundation 
is sympathetic with the financial problems of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. According to the source, 
jthe only concern of King and his associates is that if they 
accept tms granx, whether the Fuxu FuuuUat ion will exercise 
control over the policies and operations of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference. We do not know at this time 
I if the Ford Foundation has made this grant. 

OBSERVATIONS : Information has recently come to our attention 
indicating that King and his group are in need of financial 
■\ support. This contact with the Ford Foundation would un¬ 
doubtedly be of great assistance to him at this particular 
1 time. 

It is felt that the Ford Foundation jis no t aware S 
of the subversive backgrounds of King’s principal advisers 
and that if the proper officials of the Ford Foundation 
were briefed concerning them, this might preclude any 
assistance being granted. Listed below are four principal 
advisers to King with subversive backgrounds: 

Stanley Levison is a long-time communist whose 
membership in the Communist Party, USA, has been 
established as of July^963 y j,,, . / Q £ '/lH -£/P ’ 

, £Tare,nce__ Jones has been identified as a leader ^ 

in the Labor Youth League, a Communist Party front 
group, during late 1953 ;or early 1954. „ /;*•*’ 


yj 

/ h 


100-10£m^u ocu,r, ^h te.$repared'%n:response to your requ 
nation outside-'your Convmfa+ee. I fa we fa limited 
your-S0,imittee and the content man nut be disilos 
DMW: aeweL without Me express approval yf the FBI XL, 
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Baumgardner to Sullivan Memorandum 
Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

100-106670 


-i. v , 


« 


Harry Wacht el’s name appeared as an active member of 
The Nationa!PXawyers Guild in December, 1949, according 
to a confidential source. The National Lawyers Guild 
has been cited as a communist front by the House 
Committee on Un-American Activities. It should be noted 
that Wachtel is a New York City attorney. Another 
confidential source advised in March, 1944, his name 
appeared on a list of names, significance not known, 
maintained at the Communist Party Headquarters of Kings 
, County, Brooklyn, New York. Regarding Wachtel’s wife, 
Leonora, a confidential source advised in March, 1944, 
that she was a newly elected officer of the Bath Beach 
Club of the Kings County Communist Party, Brooklyn, 

New York. 

Bayard Rustin, during the early 1940’s was a 
member of the Young Communist League, an organization 
which has been designated pursuant to Executive 
j Order-1G45C. The records of this Bureau’s Identification 
' Division contain the following arrest record for 
Bayard Rustin: On 1/12/44 he was arrested for viola¬ 
tion of the Selective Service Act and on 2/17/44 
received a sentence of three years. On 9/15/48 he 
was arrested in New York City on a disorderly conduct 
charge and was sentenced to fifteen days. On 1/21/53 
he was arrested in Pasadena, California, for offering 
to engage in an act of sex perversion of a homosexual 
nature, which he admitted and for which he was 
sentenced to serve 60 days. 


RECOMMENDATION: In an effort to preclude the possibility of 


Leadership receiving Ford Foundation 


funds, it is recommended that a Bureau official be designated 
to contact John Bugas, former Special Agent in Charge of the 
Detroit Office and presently a vice president of the Ford 
Motor Company, concerning the above-set forth facts so that 
he might bring them to the attention of whomever he feels 


appropriate in either the Ford family or the Ford Foundation. 

7L- ~ 

I doubt this will accomplish anything. D. 

In the event the above recommendation is not approved, 
it is recommended that a Bureau official be designated to brief 


McGeorge Bundy of the subversive backgrounds of the advisers to 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


MR. TOLSQN 


C. D. VeLjbjgM' 


DATE: 


O 


subject- MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


dr 



1 - DeLoach 
1 - Wick 
1 - Sullivan 
1 - Baumgardner 


Pursuant to the Director’s instructions, I called 
John Bugas of the Ford Motor Company at 4:15 p.m., 10/25/66, 
and briefed him generally regarding the background of Martin 
Luther King as well as the fact that McGeorge Bundy, President, 
Ford Foundation, had been in touch with King relative to 
offering a sizeable grant to the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference from the Ford Foundation. 


Mr. Bugas informed me that he was very grateful for 

the Director having me brief him concerning this matter. He 

stated he wouid persona.lly contact Bundy in an effort to put 

a stop to King receiving any funds from the Ford Foundation. 

He a.dvised that the Ford Motor Company had little control 
over the Ford Foundation yet the Ford Motor Company was always 
glad to receive information which could be of service in guiding 
the activities of the Ford Foundation, 


Mr. Bugas also brought up the fact that I had recentljr 
called hin^ at the Director’s. instructions, relative to indicating 
tha,t the Ford Motor Company was about to enter into a contract 
with officials of a company in Mexico who were deeplj/ involved /y M 
with Communists. He stated he had put a halt to this contract 
and that his company was very grateful to the Director and the 
FBI for receiving such information in sufficient time to cancel 
contract negotiations. 


Mr. Bugas asked tha.t his best regards be given to you 
ahd the Director. 


ACTION: 


.EX-103 
37 j 00 


7 o — &)CC 


For record purposes. 


CDD:h# 
(5) V - 





This document is propped hn responWo j?ouV 
nation outside your Cmnm’+tee. hs use ?p 

Committee and the content md^not be dtscfosm to 


g, r * 7tet without the express approval of the it 
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UNITED STATES G 



NMENT 


Memorandum 


Tolson — 
DeLoach 
ttotx _ 

Caip?»r _ 
Callahan 
Conrad _ 
Fek - 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


MR. TOLSON 


C. D. DeLoach 


DATE: 10/26/66 


Rose 
Su Hi' 


cc Mr.'DeLoach 
Mr.\Sullivan 
Mr. Wick 


.MARTIN LUTHER KING; 

SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE (SCLC) 

i 

POSSIBLE GRANT OF $3,000,000 FROM FORD FOUNDATION 


Rosen^rT^T- 
Sulliva^C-p*- 
Tave! -Aj'* ■ 

Trotter- 

Tele. Room — 

Holmes- 

Gandy- 


/{iv 

f , 


fI d 

’* f Iv Xf - «■ 


CONTACT WITH JOHN BUGAS, VICE PRESIDENT, 

v / “ * r 

FORD MOTOR COMPANY • /'%> y^fWJ , ( *: 

^ TV U 

My memorandum to you of 10/25/66 reflected a call to Mr.V/’i ’* 
Bugas, relative to confidentially advising him that McGeorge Bundy, 
Pr.i=ident, Ford Foundation, had contacted Martin Luther King 
offering a grant of $3,000,000 to the Southern Christian Leadership 1 
t Conference (SCLC). Mr. Bugas was grateful for the information v\ ■ 
i furnished him yesterday. He expressed alarm and indicated thatrx v 

« a “■ -*-?-vn-, « J >*_ -u- r\ _ 4 -ho !?/%>* si N. 

t| CL JL 1/ llO i/UL C x* U x u inv_/ vvJ> tup cc u y xa tv vx x jl v vi .0 vC»« v* v « -O — w ^ • . 

I Foundation, he nevertheless would immediately attempt to get in') 

V +... wt +1. Dnn /1.T on/1 /1/\ oomo + 1.1 no o V^/ni 4* +1^ 1 c? mol'l"/!!. / ' G \ V 


’’touch with Bundy and do something about this matter. > T) /s. 

N''" vK Cr 

Mr. Bugas called me back at 11:30 this morning. He stated 
he had contacted Bundy and had asked him for an appointment wi-thirj j 
the next several days. Bundy asked why he wanted to see him. ^ ^ \ 
Bugas replied he-was in receipt of information concerning the\ \\ o 
fact that the Ford Foundation •' wanted to have dealings with the'' ^ 
SCLC. Bundy asked for the source of his'information. Bugas told m 

( him .his source did not want to be divulged. Bundy stated under e 

the circumstances he would refuse to talk to Bugas and would ^ 

discuss the matter only with the source. Bundy then asked if £ 

the source was the FBI. Bugas refused to reveal the source and 
the conversation was terminated. MV \ _§ 

Bugas stated he thought Bundy had been rather high-handed pc 

in the conversation; however, he wanted to request that the § 

Director give serious consideration to an FBI representative 1 c- 

contacting Bundy, inasmuch as this matter represents one of pj 

great importance to the Ford Motor Company. Bugas indicated his v 

i company had had quite a number of "hard blows" from the Ford 
^Foundation over the years and most certainly a liaison between 
] this foundation and Martin Luther King would be a serious blo.w 

>to the company. REC-- 61 /0 0 * AM d'/0 \T 


CDD: CSH (4) 


1) \ T? /7"V. ROS== ^NTTinJED-OVER 

in response request and is not for dissemi* 

^a\fon your Commi&oe-iirJts ?/~se proceedings by 

cimnittee and the coivfffizttyhay not be disclosed to unauthorized person* 

, without the express approval of 


your CommiJjfreiitfts vxei^Hmii\ 
Mfmmittcfi and the coifmAtynav not be disci 
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Mr. ToIson 


I told Bugas that, in view of Bundy’s attitude, it appeared 
rather doubtful concerning the advisability of our going further 
in this matter. Bugas stated he realized this; however, he wanted 
to express again the importance of this matter to the Ford Motor 
Company. He stated he did not know Bundy; however, Bundy had 
apparently been rather snobbish in dealing with the Ford people. 

He explained that when Bundy first took this job, Bundy had been 
inviteci to Detroit to meet Henry Ford III and the top people of 
the company. At that time Bundy was point-blank advised that he 
4 dshould be careful in administering the Ford Foundation, inasmuch 
11 as this Foundation had caused serious harm to the sales of the Ford 

S I Motor Company. Bundy allegedly stuck his nose in the air and 
\stated "I have a social responsibility to fulfill.” 


Mr. Bugas once again stated that any liaison between the 
Ford Foundation and Martin Luther King would "set his company back 
tc beat hell." He asked again that we con^i^eT* contacting Bundy 
directly and stated he would appreciate knowing of any action 
taken in this regard. 


ACTION: 

I personally feel that Bundy is of the psuedo-intellectual, 
Ivy League group-that has little respect for the FBI. He was 
friendly on the surface while at the White House and I met him 
frequently. Under the circumstances, it appears rather doubtful 
•that*contact with him by the FBI will convince him one way or 
.another. It is, therefore, recommended that I advise Mr. Bugas 
lthat, while we appreciate his concern, there is some doubt that 
contact by us with Bundy would amount to anything. It will be 
suggested to him that he might desire to bring this matter to 
Mr, Henry Ford’s attention, in the event Mr. Ford desires to attempt 
to exercise any control over •••.Bundy. Mr. Bugas, during our 
conversation, noted that Mr. Ford was out of the country at the 


time. 
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10USTUDY/3ENSTUDY "JUNE" ENCLOSURE PERMANENT CHARGE OUT FORM 

# ' # 


NOTE: 


r 

£ 

f 


RE 


HOUSTUDY 62-116464- 
OR 

SENSTUDY* 62-116395 -837 


THIS IS A PERMANENT CHARGE OUT FOR A XEROX .COPY/COPIES OF 
"JUNE" MAIL THAT WAS INCLUDED IN COPIES OF FBI DOCUMENTS 
FURNISHED TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL BY MEMO/LETTER 
DATED IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST(S) MADE BY EITHER 

THE U. S. SENATE OR HOUSE-SELECT COMMITTEES ON INTELLIGENCE. 
THE COPY/COPIES OF THE "JUNE" MAIL DATED AS INDICATED BELOW 
HAS/KAVE BEEN.REMOVED FROM THIS ENCLOSURE MATERIAL TO BE 
FILED IN THE APPROPRIATE HOUSTUDY OR SENSTUDY "JUNE" FILE 
INDICATED ABOVE,■LOCATED IN THE SPECIAL FILE ROOM OF THE 
RECORDS SECTION/-' ' - 1 


DATE^S) ‘OF MAIL: /j - -CoS 


REMOVED 


BY: 0-3 


c 


BATE REMOVED: ~7 $~1 C 
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Memorandum 


r'« UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


TO 


FROM 


subject: 





I 

/ "' 


Mr. Wo C. SulliVanx 
Mr. F. J. Baumgardne#/ 

o 0 

COMMUNIST PARTY._USA 
'DOUKTERIHTELLIGENCE PROGRAM 
■■ INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


fit- i/CA/C 


date: October 8, 1962 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Gregg 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 -Mr. Ware f? 


Tolson _ 

Belmont _ 

Mohr_ 

Casper_ 

Callahan , 

Conrad_ 

DeLoach . 

Evans _ 

Malone _ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan _ 
Tavel _ 


Trotter _ 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes _ 

Gandy _ 


e a 


IP 



New York Office has suggested that public source information 
be made available to appropriate southern newspapers to expose the 
communist background of Hunter Pitts O'Dell, concealed member of the 
. National Committee of the Communist Party ? USA (CPUSA). Under, the 
i alias Jack H. O’Dell, he is currently Acting Executive Director of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC), the organization 
of Martin Luther King, Jr., prominent southern Negro leader. He is 
in charge of the New York Office SCLC and has more recently been 
operating from Atlanta, Georgia. 

Gus Hall, General Secretary, CPUSA, stated on 7/23/62 that 
O’Dell is a “brain trust" for "Luther King" and is doing an excellent 
job. Hall at this time mentioned that O’Dell is still representing 
the CPUSA and is a member of the National Committee of the CPUSA. 

New York Office observed that the exposure of O’Dell could 
cause other Negro organizations to clean out anyone who could cause 
1 them embarrassment because of communist affiliations or background. 

Attached are copies of the following newspaper articles 
containing additional data about O’Dell’s background and activities. 


7/5/50-' 

& 

4/13/56^ 

7/31/58 

7/31/58 


7/31/58 

C-. 

p/,26/62,; 

V Uii W ^ ^ 


/jM I 

IN- 


8 


"Daily Worker" 
"The New York Times" 

( ’, ' i c 

Oav.: 

"The New York Times" 
"Atlanta Daily World" 
"Atlanta Daily World" 




Texas NMD Ousts Seaman Cc 
for Circulating Peace Plan 

Witness Accuses Red Inquiry 

Ee 1fe-. M /0C 

Witness 6alked-4n~Jnquiry 
On Reds 

13 OCT 25 1962 

Red Hunters Accused of Trying 
to Stall Integration—in South 

Hunter O’Dell. 


_uijr.nn«irv " 


P **J »■’! -n 1 • 

E * J on til) •!•*- 




, Montgomery 
- Insurance Man Rips Probe 

i"i i i $ u 

"The New York Times" Dr. King Says Integration at 

St MSWfJPhM*** 





Memorandum to Mr. Sullivan 
RE: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM 
100-3-104-34 


Although the activities of the 5CLC are creating substantial 
controversy in the southern states, O'Dell's position in the Communist 
Party (CP) and close association with important CP members such as 
Stanley David Levison, New York attorney who is a secret CP member 
and source of Party funds, provide excellent reasons for his communist 
background to be exposed. Any influence which the CP may have acquired 
or may betrying to exert through O'Dell within the SCLC would undoubted¬ 
ly be greatly reduced by such exposure at this time. 


(1) It is recommended that the attached memorandum summarizing 
the public source information about O'Dell be forwarded to Mr. DeLoach 
for his consideration and possible use by his contacts in the news 
media field in such southern states as Alabama where King has announced 
that the next targets for integration of universities are located. 








v * 
0 / 


(2) Attached for your approval is a letter to the SAC, 
New York, to advise him that this proposed counterintelligence plan 
is being Aian^led at the Bureau. 


Of 

1 
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HUNTER PITT^O^DELL 


Resorting to its typical methods of infiltration 
into any organization to carry out its primary objectives 
of building up controversy and widespread unrest. Communist 
Party, USA, has succeeded in getting one of its most 
experienced organizers in the south into the key position 
of consultant to the field staff of Reverend Martin Luther 
King’s Southern Christian Leadership Conference, In an 
article reporting the news conference in Birmingham, 

Alabama, on 9/26/62 with Reverend King, "The New York Times" 
reported Jack H. O’Dell is the regional consultant to a . 
staff of workers in at least six southern states engaged * /a 
in helping community organizations to establish registration 
schools, work shops and public meetings, 

O'Bellj who has been known as Hunter Pitts O’Dell 
since his birth m 1923 at Detroit, Michigan, attended 
Xavier UniTersityTLOxTuisiahaT “He sailed as a seaman in 
the Merchant Marine Service until he was expelled from the 
National Maritime Union in 1950 at Galveston, Texas, for 
circulating pro-Soviet peace petitions attackihlpfhe United 
States Government, 

During hearings before the Senate Internal Security 
Subcommittee on the scope of Soviet activity in the United 
States in 1956, O’Dell took refuge in the Fifth Amendment; 
answer questions relating to his activities as a Communist 
Party organizer for the New Orleans and Gulf Coast area. 

Hundreds of documents seized by the New Orleans Police 
Department at O’Dell's residence, 2319 Louisiana Avenue, 
in March, 1956, when they were attempting to find him to 
serve him with a subpoena to testify before the Senate 
Subcommittee, clearly established his key position in the 
communist movement in the South. 

On 7/30/58 at Atlanta, Georgia, O'Dell again 
invoked the First and Fifth Amendments of the Constitution 
when answering questions about his communist activities 
upon his appearance as a witness before the House Committee ' 
on Un-American Activiti es. 


r ENGL0SUR3 

/ 
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Since the publicity in 1956 surrounding his 
activities on behalf of the Communist Party, O’Dell has 
attempted to remain quietly in the background and carry 
out his Party assignments through affiliation with such 
organizations as tne Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. The American people can solve their own 
problems more effectively and quickly if communists 
such as O’Dell are clearly identified and their aims 
and objectives fully understood by the public. 
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Tolson _ 
Belmont 

Mohr__ 


Callahan 

Conrad_ 

DeLoach 
Evans — 

Malone_ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan . 

Tavel _ 

Trotter _L 


Tele Room 

Holmes - 

Gandy_ 


Dally Worker 7-5-5>0 
Wednesday HY 

The Washington Post and_- 

Times Herald 

The Washington Daily News — 
The Evening Star -- 


New York Herald Tribune — 
New York Journal-American . 
New York Mirror—- 


New York Daily News . 
New York Post -- 


The New York Times 
The Worker---- 


JG-- - 


J 


(/ 


BoG 


The New Leader- 

The Wall Street Journal 
The National Observer _ 
Date .--- 




\ 'Z* 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES. FRIDAY, APRIL 13, 1956. 
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REFUSES TO TESTIFY: 
Hunter Pitts O’Dell of New 
Orleans, who refused to say 
whether he was a district 
organizer in South for the 
I Communist party. He ap- 
• pea red before Senate Jnter- 
nalJSecurity subcommittee. 


WITNESS ACCUSES 
RED INQUIRY H EAD 

New Orleans Waiter, Called 
Party Organizer, Urges 
Eastland’s Expulsion 


WASHINGTON, April 12 UP) ] 
— A Negro waiter from New 
Orleans, refusing to say wheth- j 
er he was a Southern district i 
organizer for the Communist i 
party, today accused the Senate 
Internal Security ^subcommittee | 
of invading his rights as a'citU ] 
zen. i 

Hunter Pitts O’Dell accused I 
the group’s chairman. Senator 1 
James O. Eastland, Democrat of 
Mississippi, of being anti-labor ? 
and anti-Negro. Occasionally he ; 
switched his attack to the sub- i 
romiriff roimcAi T?nhpvt Mor- ( 
ris. At one point he asked Mr, 
Morris if he was "some kind of * 
dictator or something.” 

Mr. Morris said the sub com- t 
mittee had received information ? 
that the witness was a district j 
organizer for the Communist 
party in New Orleans, "giving 1 
directives to the professional t 
group” there and operating un- 1 
der ^hree different names, 

Mr. O’Dell invoked the Fifth 
Amendment protection against 
possible self-incrimination in re¬ 
fusing to answer questions about 
this. He also refused to answer 
questions about what Mr. Morris 
'described as a considerable ' 
amount of "Communist party 
literature and directives” found , 
in a- room he formerly occupied. : 

The witness accu&c4-4>he sub- : 
committee of unlawful search j 


and seizure when asked about 
[this 1 material. He demanded to ■ 
know who had authorized the . 
group to take the documents. 

Also found in the room, Mr. 
Morris told the subcommittee, 
were Social Security cards in the * 
names of John Vesey and Ben 
Jones. He said these indicated 
Mr. O’Dell had been ‘'operating 
under three identities,” 

Senator Eastland directed that 
the cards be referred to the Jus¬ 
tice Department to determine t 
whether any laws had been vio¬ 
lated. 

The subcommittee says it has 
found a small but active "Com¬ 
munist underground movement” 
in New Orleans. 

Senator Eastland refused to 
let Mr. O’Dell read a prepared 
statement he had brought with 
him after Mr. Morris said it had 
not been submitted twenty-four 
hours in advance as required 
by subcommittee rules. 

In the statement Mr, O’Dell 
accused the Senator of leading 
a conspiracy to promote lawless¬ 
ness in the South and urged his 
pxp'iUinn frnrr» the Senate. 

As the hearing ended, Mr. 
Morris told the witness: 

"We have received informa¬ 
tion that you have been writing 
speeches of people running ^or 
public office in Louisiana.” 

"What is Eastland afraid ofSf** 
Mr. O'Dell said. "Is he afrajd * 
that the people will get to know * 
him if I write speeches?” 
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Evans _ 

Malone_ 
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The Washington Post and_ 

Times Herald 

The Washington Daily News . 

The Evening Star_ 

New York Herald Tribune_ 

New York Journal-American _ 

New York Mirror_ 

New York Daily News_ 

New York Post_ 

The New York Times jjl 

The Worker_ 

The New Leader_ 

The Wall Street Journal_ 

The National Observer _ 
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THE NEW YORK TIMES, THURSDAY, JULY 31, 1958. 


WITNESS BALKED f 
IN IN QUIRY ON REDS 

Housa Panol Bara Attempt 
by Alabaman to Discuss 
Negro Mistreatment \ 


ATLANTA, July 30 CAP) — 
A Montgomery, Ala., Negro in¬ 
surance man, called a “dedi¬ 
cated zealot of the Communist 
movement," tried unsuccess¬ 
fully today to turn a Congres¬ 
sional committee hearing on un- 
American activities into a dis¬ 
cussion of mistreatment of Ne¬ 
groes in the South. 

Hunter Pitts O'Dell, who de¬ 
scribed himself as an insurance 
executive and a native of De¬ 
troit, argued heatedly with com¬ 
mittee spokesmen in a packed 
and tense United States Dis¬ 
trict courtroom. He tried re-| 
peatedly to read a two-page! 
statement outlining what he[ 
said wa.i un-Ameriran activitv! 
jagainst (Negroes but was ruled 1 
out of order. *\, 

A committee rule was rpadj 
providing that such statements- 
must be submitted twenty-four 1 ! 
hours in advance of such hear-? 
ings. * J- 

Mr. O’Dell countered that an*' 
explanation of communism by 
the committee staff director. 
Richard Arens, was not prepared 
in advance. But Representative ; 
Sriwin Willis, Democrat of! 
Louisiana, committee chairman.I 
reminded the witness he had! 
tasked for a definition of com-! 
Imunism when Mr. Arens posed 
the question of whether Mr. I 
O’Dell ever had any Communist| 
party connections. 

Mr. Arens told the witness! 
the Communist movement be¬ 
gan with Karl Marx 100 Years, 
ago and that it ’’intends to de- s 
stroy this Government, the last 
bastion of freedom in the 
world." 

Communist Query Abided ■ 

He then asked Mr. O'Dell if * 
he were a member of the Com- j 
mumst party and th e hutcn^ id 
he wanted to call attention to 
about “300 years of slavery •* in 
this countrv. 


r Mr. 0;ncii ai^d. ten ol.hrrs sub-1 
r poenaed for the hearing declined | 
to answer the question of. 
whether they were member* of ■ 
the Communist party. Only one! 
witness questioned so far.* Wil*' 
ham Matthews of 2ri02 Union' 

Street. Brooklyn. N. Y.. a 22- . 

year-old camera plant employe. . 

denied any present or past con- ra£rf) a writer, said he was 4 
\ nection with the party. The graduated from the fcmvofsTPy'j 
other witnesses liccJined to an? a f Xorth Carolina in lfllS and ‘ 
swer on the basis of what thev attended Washington and I-rOe, 
termed their ronstiiUniversity for two years before* 
rights under the First and Fifth entering the Army in 1015. 
Amendments to t fre Consl itu- ^he committee staff director,' 


in - . ,■ aOcM wliv. In applynj? for, 

The committee, on Ihe .second work nt thP Krwin mills in Dur- 


Ili.VMI, , IOO well 

Liberties Union: a Greensboro. j WA5n *t going to make it mure.; 
N. C., woman textile mill work-difficult to get a Job," he jfn- 
er; a Chicago write: * Gr^ns- swerC d. | f 

boro r N\ C.. operator nfa land-^ -_-— 

scaping business, and a Phila- >p> ... 
delphia textile mill weaver. 

Mr. Braden, field secretary, 
for the Font hern Conference Ed-j 
uealional F’und. with headquar-j 
tors in Now Orleans. toM^ the. 
committee ms biiMiiw •*««« 
sonaiior.s were none of its bus¬ 
iness. He was freed of a sedi* 1 / 
tlon conviction in Kentucky asn 
x result of a United Slates Su- « 
pren>* Court ruling in a paral- 1 , 
lei clvse involving Steve Nelson 
in Pennsylvania. “ 

Inquiry lnto Violence Urged 
The' 5 'Louisville man, former 
copy ed.tor for The Courier 

Journal, told the committee it ! The 

should be inquiring into violence! 
against Negroes and Jews in, 

this section. j The 

To a query whether he was! The 

a Communist. Mr. Braden said*. 

♦h* question had no pertinency. New 

and that he stood on “Supreme, New 

CGUrt decisions protecting his 

rights to his own belief.O j New 

Mr, Wilkinson refused any in-! New 

formation about himself other’ 

. than his name. New 

Marge Spurny Cole of Greens- ’ The 

boro told the committee she 

took jobs as a waitress in Bos-j* Ttos: 

ton and New York in 1916 afterj Tiie 

earning two college degrees, ; 

later worked in the Erwin Tex-j The 

tile Mills in Durham, N. C.. and The 

now is employed at the Corny 

Mills in Greensboro. * I Date 

Mr a Cole re fused to answer, 
numerous questions, relying “on", 
my right?” under the First a^di 
Fifth Amendments. j 

William Robertson of Chi-! ^ JJj yy \ 


Tolson_ 

Belmont _ 

Mohr_ 

Callahan _ 

Conrad _ 

DeLoach_ 

Evans_ 

Malone_ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan _ 

Tavel _ 

Trotter_ 

Tele Room 

Holmes - 

Gandy _ 


The Washington Post and_ 

Times Herald 

The Washington Daily News 

The Evening Star_ 

New York Herald Tribune_ 

New York Journal-American 

New York Mirror_ 

New York Daily News_ 

New York Post_ 

The New York Times 

_ L 

The New Leader_ 

The Wall Street Journal- 

The National Observer _ 


3a £ 
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SCENES FROM COMMITTEE HEARING INVESTIGATING UN 
AMERICAN ACTIVITIES—In top photo Hunter O'Dell (!), Montgom¬ 
ery, Alabama insurance executive, addrec Sf3S remarks to com 
mWteo chairman doing* interrogation session. 1Hi£ counselor, Cr 
^zeU Billiagslea is on the right.'Bottom photo shows Carl Braden 
0) ( a svbpoened witness, conferring with Bishop C # Ev/barv!s 
Tucker, one or hfe two counselors.—(Photos by Perry)"' ** x^\ 
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, fl pt^v /rrv m /Try g ^ £C?' 51E5 tegranonist. told the subcommittee 

rfh H nKafil ill mu till til ■■ that lt ou * ht investigate mal- 

|{ & fc£' vi?feS V^sE vLy fa 1 a 1 id vLy fei&j S3 treatment of Negroes and Jews in 

. Atlanta and other Southern areas. 

'« Vi» -1 - , « . , ^ He * further stated that "all of the 

i It Gil ss Us-Asaencan Admires Gom&ntfee M *r* ln *: 

grationists. He asked: Are you 

■ For- iefusmg To Probe Anii-ISdgr^tesnests ta SS^ ? i n 1f«^S t5 «ieaie«i* 

from , a- sedition conviction, later- 
The Congressional subcommittee investigating utvAmon- charged that this hearing is -a 
con Activities irv Dixie was severely criticized Wednesday for, al~ “common, technique of' ‘harassing* 
lecjcdiy trying ti haft integration in the South, for refusing ■ to op^oMUNITIES^'X '* 

include in . its schedule the investigation of anti Negro elements, ^jollier witness. Frank V/ilkin- 
InrsA £or dotna .what 1$ no* opposed to do. • j, »' > son, -former assistant to"the chr&T- 

These complaints were airod fcu* * ‘ sh*.a 'signed statement, which he l tor of the Los Angeles,. Calif^ 
several witnesses appearing before .^msuccessfu ly to present to'* housing authority, said the cbm- 
the group on its second day in M- 7 the'subcommittee while it-was In, mittoe«is ‘ trying “to smear decent 
Junta. They were also ,pr&ented in cession Wednesday, CrD^U advised white liberals’ in the South . . . 
the first-day hearing which saw ..the gro\ip to investigate‘such actP* : pe told reporters this method -la 
the first five of -15 or more wit- 'vities us Georgia's Rosa* Lee. In- apparently attaining sortie success. 


■lillfegff Mmm 


South 


A countercharge by those label- 
. ed Reds is expected. However, the 
’ fact that for years the leading pro¬ 
ponent of keeping Dixie down 
South, or vice versa, have painted 
everybody, Negroes and whited, who 
■ * tc^.vd ‘ integration as- beihf* cord- 
' t enunists, makes the ^ hearing 
. in Atlanta, the hard core of segre^ 
j gallon. o^unustial. interest. 

i Carl Brnden. noted Kentucky in- 


For- Be!losing To Probe Anii-(Segr$jEtes)e33Ss 


who -have already .testified ‘ have In'Dawson, Ga, : ^subcommittee- singles out'a’ceriaiivt, 

charged the three-member investi*. He ' -labeled , ^ysl/lrtvesUfratihg ’’thing-to smear in each area iir! 
gating group with persecuting white group ’as an *ThiMand-type* Com-' .which* it holds; keyrings. H HereLit' 
Southern liberals who are seating nilUec v z‘yj& dcacr :tcdM as "<?rro- »Jrrtcp-cCtlon." ** * ** : t 

peaceful integration. As. far as sr^ntly. pcrsumiia^ authority which CLikirison, who previously ap- 
these witnesses are concerned,-this 1 it doe’s not hare.’* ' * * - fjpe&red before this group and Who 

investigation is directed by Wash- KAfiASSJNG TvDCIS I teivzi identified as an active" 

ington political elements' who -are , L^'KLALS * • ccmnr.mfst, is accused*of being sent , 

seeking. to halt integration In* the Charges that the subcommittee {}6°--A:' to incite negative re- /: 

South. . • :*J*..: ■ •. / 'is seeking to harass -white liberals \ 'priori*^^committee’s hear-.j 

refuted by the group’s most 1 . . . , ' ■" J* * '” * 

NEGHOICS .ENSLAVED / ^jo^ent spokesman, -Rep. Donald \{ 1x1 3 ‘ brief interview ^ With the*: 

A Negro witness,'.* Hunter *OT3en, j Jsuekson of OiiUfornia. -Jackson, at j 
insurance executive "from"Mont?* 1 $ne point, 'said he supported Civil | ^ answer P 61 '"*’ 

gomery. accused the group of look-'lXcights * k^islacion in- the House t{ ' 

ing into * everything except what -is’-ssa ’ n^d perhaps d&ie more to 
right under.its nose.. He said 'un-*^vi»ow‘ civil righ(». than any of ! 

American activities in this cotm-^e witnesses. - . S ZwJf f f ° rt - 

try began with the enslavement of L ■ ‘S ?*!*?£ * 

* . Aprteriaan Activities,", w.*•%*,. 

He said earlier that hc'c&vJitAg- 
ed the rommittee and the uuthdr- 

. iiy-, Af, ^ongn»?f3 txy £*ve it a -* 

dato^i^vfarret out commithlsts*’ 
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By EDDIE WILLIAMS 

A 34-year-old American insurance executive and ex-marina, 
who has been cited by "responsible people" as a top commun¬ 
ist in Louisiana, riled members of a House subcommittee probing 
Rod activities in Dixie Wednesday when h& pe rslsSohil 3ehiaiVd- 
ed Shat the group delve into un-American activities shrouding 
the suppression of Negroes in thfc r $outh. * ' 

He was Hunter O’Dell. who said OUTSPO K£t? WITNESS . ' { 

he is agency director for the Pro- * The' most outspoken witness of 
teccive Insurance Co., in Mont- the second day “hearing was O'Dell, J 
gemery, Ala., and who invoked the (Montgornerv ins-ura-iccmnn. who 1 
the First and Fifth Amendments of has been identified by an agent of 
the XL S. Constitution when querri- the New Orleans. La.. Antisuber- 
ed about communist activities. sive Squad as the to)) communist 

O'Dell, former student at Xavier since 1950. House staff director 
University in Louisiana and former Richard Arens said the Louisiana 
U5. merchant marine, was one of agent found on O’Dell premises in 
e ght persons appearing before the, Louisiana a copy of a document on 
- :Lcommittee for questioning in “proposals Oh Southern Party Or- 
cormection with the communist in- ganization. 1955-56,” relating plans 
LhraUon into the South. The in- and specifications for the infiltra- 
vescigating group learned little more tion of communists in the South, 
than it already Vro« about the O'Dell, appearing with his at- 
witnesses, seven of whom used the- torney.przcllJBillingsiy, r. t of Birm- 
‘ Constitution to avoid answering Ingham, said, *1 don't recall ever 


questions about any connections {seeing this document.” The sub- 


tney may have had with the Com- 
rrenist*' Party. 

::zt A COMMUNIST 


Committee said it had information 
that O’Dell had be< n connected 
with a number of othor communist 


\y\JiilLjyXXj id X , WIU1 li JlUlilUCJl Vi 

/One witness, 22-year-old Willia m • organizations and individuals. 
5'ztthews of Brooklyn, N. 'VTTesl^ CONSTANTLY CUT OFF 
ilua'tSSf he was not a member of ’ The group came to ?rips with the 
thq Communist Party and that he witness over his insistence that It 
was not under party discipline, be concerned with the plight of 
“However, he refused on Constltu- the Southern'Negro. O’Dell pre- 

■ ttonal grounds t-o answer questions sistently tried to introduce a docu- 
concerning his past employment, ment he had but wis constantly 

* LCatthews said ho is presently em- cut off by members of the subcom- 
picyed at a Brooklyn N. Y„ marvu- m it tee who said he was not persu- 

■ foe taring company. . ing the regular channels. 

’ ■ **-'*-* Director Arens accused O’Dell 

: The subcommittee, which is seek- of throwing "a facade” around him- 

* mg. information concerning com- . p y thrusting * up the racial 
i munist -operations . in the‘South ^u^ion. 

r:ihwon eye to cuggest to Congress ** ' *~t 

5 rc effective .legislation for tho 
purpose of halting nho’ communist f 
\ icnspiracy. ¥ % ■ \ ! ' 


{ otners, cited as communist or- 
i gamzers and colonizers in ythe 
\ South, who appeared betoff the 
probing group were; Carl/T 3raden t 
of Louisville. Ky.; F^‘njL.wjTlL n50n • 
or Los Angeles, Calif.; wi lliam J. 
Robo/t son III of Chicago, Ill.; Karl 
ST’^torstacT at Greensboro, N. CL; 
.L&sme^anjbarnp, of Philadelphia 
Pa.; and Mrs. -Madge Spurney Cole 
of Greensboro" ’ ~~ 

All refused on Constitutional 
grounds to give answers to ques¬ 
tions about communist activities 
Braden, former copy editor for the 
Louisville Courier-Journal in Ken¬ 
tucky. accused the committee of 
probing inio his personal beliefs and 
‘associations. He stsj'.ed/’he ' in 

Atlantv^a^t Dccem^rf &ong wlt> 
his wife. Mrs. An llJ£ radon; 
ViTJWiIUam 3 _jand Jame s -A. > Donv- 
brwski. ~ 

REFUSED TO TESTIFY : ^ 


Braden, however, revised to testi¬ 
fy on whether or not .they *wero 
here for a meeting'at the Atlanta 
Chapter of the American Red Cross. 
He and his wife. who.has not ap¬ 
peared before the committee, afe 
field secretaries for the .Southern 
Comereace j-ruuvational Fund, 
an organization which says *it:-1s 
seeking "the elimination “of hll 
forms of racial segregation ; Snathe 
Southern ■ and border -states:" - ,WZP, 
Hams is president and Dombrnw-*’ 
ski is executive. director,.of S'ZuZ / r'~. 
ganizationu • 

.tr .tn- 

Wilkinson,. former _ Lc? htgclos 
housing director, was' accused^ by 
Arens of being a hard core -com¬ 
munist" who has worked in a num-. 
ber of Red organizations and who- 
was dispatched to Atlanta to agi¬ 
tate about the subcommittees hear- 

toss- . . * . { s i „ i •;/ 

In refusing to answer tha direb- 
tor’s questions. Wilkinson; s&d, 
“This committee stands in direct' 
•violation .of the First Amendment 
of the XJ. .* - 


II' 
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%YUttiW‘.P AS WAITRESS - '* • 

Mrs. Cv. ^, hinder 6? a * 
degree in .brier. :e Education. testi¬ 
fied she held .*r.bs as a wa.itrass in 
New York and os a spinner in ft 
Durham, N. C., textile factory be¬ 
came they paid "good money. n 
| Arens indicated she *?'as the type 
I person FBI-man Am&nco Pena re- 
ferred to Tuesday when he said 
the infiltrating comsumteus are -a 
hard core of we.'l-trained men and 
women, , .. 'V 

Arens said 2v£*s. Cole has- been* 
identified as & communist colcrLZ- 
zer in the South- •' -Sir 

Robertson, a Chicago • science 
writer, fell, sosho'yhat JTn^fcho same 
category. He said he hold .degrees 
from the University of North 
lina and that ha had worked, .in 
North Carolina textile .mills A in 
which Agent Pena said a commuraii 
groups operates. • ; - - J^r 

Asked ’ iT' ho*' w ere "how * ;CV .* omS 
munist, Robertson said, 4 T* '?;» 
loyal American,* u'nd Inte'r Imv&eif 
the First and Fifth Amendments on 
the question. - 4 

Greensboro. N. O.. businessman 
Karl R. Korstad, holder of tn* 
Zviaster's degree and former teacher 
at Syracuse University was charg- 
j ed with being a number of a “Con* 

| ference For Peace” which convene 
* ca in Chicago in LOG 1 to urge, ffio 
. withdrawal of American troops 
from Koreal Ke \ipnicd this but 
said "I may have jc&ned my name 
and prestige' 'to a labor group 
which was behind this move. 

Van Camp. 35-year-oid former 
University of North Carolina sUVr 
dent, was given a chance to 
ceive immunity from criminal pro* 
secution for any tn/ormatioh ■ he 
might give about communist ac¬ 
tivities in and abort the state'of 
North Carolina ar d the unlvefr* 

. sity he attended. The opportunity 
was promptly.>*ithcrawn when 
indicated ho would not cooperate 

■ with the investigators; ■ —V 

! The House Un-American subconv* 

| mittee goes info tliird and -final 

■ day today with at ):ast thiw Vri> 7 * 
: nesses remaining to bo called 

testify.” . . ** .. # ;:.y v 
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;j BIRMINGHAM, Aim. 

Sopt. Si 

r> 2 .) (L'PX)- Rev. Dr. 

2vtar- 

-stin L'U.ier ki.’.ii' Jr. s;i, 

today 

la “vigorous oon.p:dgn*‘ 

would j/, 

'■•be started tht- year to 

enroll ; ,j 

*iNe/,ro student- in ;*h> V 
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Dr. King. a minister at Bben- 5; 
or Baptist Church lioro, sau! - 
rut interview here the eun- 
r r.ee had had ‘hremvndous 
liluonce v breaking down the 
irriorr. vi . * rrep’ttou in public 

»• .*»♦»» t.»* 5!»j» * 

lie .-aid the “Freedom Rides’ 


Ji praising the Kennedy Admin- brought an end 10 segregated 
; | is trillion l'ov hums ling that transportation terminals. “The 

‘jJames Meredith. a 20 -yenr-Mu rides could not. have gone on 
’ Negro, be admitted to the Uni- without the eoaiereneo" he said. 
Mvcrdiy Ox Mississippi. “When they started in Wash- 

;i “hi* the r»a.-t other fouva- '-union they made stops in Vir 
Ition leaders and I have been pnia and South Carolina, where 
'critical of win ' x wo considered our affiliates boosted and sup 
' * —" ’ 5 lie added. “The 


a great deal on 


„ lack of lore A*., ness by the Pprted litem. 

1 Federal Government in prompt- >*mcs depended 
.ling civil rights/’ Dr. King said, the conference. 

*| ~ „ , ... .... - It was during the “Freedom 

:« Called hirmoAl bland -Ride” period that the confer- 

’j “But the action in the Mere- once and Dr. King gathered the 
•Jdiih case h*s been the Kc:> enmity of many white persons 
'juedy Adra hi 1 st rati on’s fiime.st in the South. Just as most Ne- 
|stand to date :n enfore 
•| tegralion. F:\>m ike be: 

t tho Govern.emu made it 
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. .'Ocrs see Dr. King as a gcoci 
force in. their lives, leading them 
V v.vrd a better living, many 
v: view the “movemei: 


: d»vi-cm t*» 
r.-ity 
t/n i- 




The c . . 

jOui-irfiy it, 

• <..0:1 here. 

“I; is 

. fegro > t nd ::i - s ■* 
-fbao'd/’ Dr. Kh r 
% a d^Uaft Ci u ■> 

>.mg ikivs: to li* 
1: door.: m* < he 
5 to Ncgrve.*.” 
a Dr. King u 
feronco hit \v 
£: i.wer.tvitiou 1-*. 


.0 l:: 
Uilm- 
? tec. 
UC: 

.1 Urn 

rone «• 
i.omu 

.die . 
W flU* 

-aid. •• 
u\Vc 
; or..** 
.:iveis:i 


. .rm. 
King v 
A th t 


. X 


s recently: “Thel 
hm movement J 
summed up? 
»:,r\ *•»: Ail. here 

* - * 1 ' O’l 

.vS \ V > . . ’’ ;| t 

. :h- & .r 5 - . c*i 

nc\,, 

confer a c« .*» N - •; 
• as an r .. .■ r t:. -• 

ti.ou ft £,h *«a 

»j; it i:.* ;U, -/ ut\ : * > 

v.iion. C.-iny a . 

..v coin*a* ...e n,/5 ft.:**' 
j . cs*:h :..e “crusade xor! 




iKi! 


(il'.Vy I 

w-"!l • 


-y:;ro ivg:..ti w -j 

lns chief xocus 


ysein 

xl to *ta r m- denion>tr: 

.ViO’uS'- uetivuy n..u;y 

areas. Tne« 

rdcUn 

ini* tie co nv'.ye r. 

.tv. j. r ;'“nvr *';ce ho a worl 

:ors sprciul' 

’• in 

wnal he e. “Um 

! luvnuyinujl tnc Soai 

It coittl 

t*. 

.* in Aiteihu” in t.us 

: * s .>_ * 41 i- .mship oi. 

and 



N*M. e.i-s -» 

0; ?. 

i J 


.. V'v* c< r.ucvnv*: l: f 


*• 1 o*t 

;hi convention w.in . v 

> 1. ‘ *y 0 ... rarntlion^ ; 

.0 <-<’ 

/j 

M02" fi;'-: l.Ul'M.-'I.V 

v * .."fi.uix.i sc.ieoh'. 

1 ■ * u ' * 


svgislrLti >n ^ (..'."c-. 

“) school iiuegrcuo!: cu.«- 
^ j colime 1 hitegrAiiur* not . 
M Alabama hut througnoo 
•j South.“ 

’! “Alabama :s still 
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*slate’/’ he said. “And B.: 
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irelation aniunji iiiujor c. 

ru'd in ii; 


: i.a p:v\ j 
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UNTSJiD STATES GO 1 ' TNMENT 

‘ Mp.m.nrnnstum 


DIRECTOR, FBI (100-3-104) 


date: 


9/28/62 


'/ ^om : SAC, NEW YORK (100-129802) a f) 

M , - - 

subject:' CPUS A • (\ 

COUNTERINTELLIGENCE PROGRAM 

-* 7-0 'jrr*"’— ~ . ——-► - * 

(OOtNY) 

Enclosed is one Xerox copy of the 9 / 26/62 n NY Times" 

(page 23) article ’’Dr. King Says Integration at Alabama University 
is Next .’ 1 The third paragraph from the end states., 11 . . .Jack 
H.O'Dell is.the regional consultant to the field staff.JACK 
Ho O'DELL is identical with HUNTER PITTS 0*DELL. . . . 

NY letter to the Bureau 5 / 29 / 62 , captioned ’’HUNTER O' 

PITTS O’DELL^ IS-C," provided public source material concerning ;/ 

O'DELL. 

Mobile letter, 6/11/62, and New Orleans letter, 6/28/62, «. 

captioned "HUN’TER PITTS O'DELL; IS-C,” also provided public source -J 
Information re 0 8 DELL. . 

' i 

It is suggested that copies of the 9/26/62 ’’NY Times” ' 

article, which mentions O'DELL ,be anonymously sent to.the Mobile A 
Register, New Orleans State s-Irenr, New Orleans States, New \) 

Orleans Times-Picayune, and the Baton Rouge Morning Advocate, all / 
Gf which have previously carried articles regarding HUNTER PITTS N 
O'DELL or other Southern newspapers. It is suggested that a . . . « 

- notation be made, "Isn't Jack H, O'Dell identical with ’ r\ / 1] 

O'Dell, the Communist leader In the South you wrote about?’’ (JA^\ v/j 
It .is suggested that these mailings be made from the. areas, of ' f'Aj 
the newspapers. Perhaps only twGK or three newspapers would be ^ ■ %L3 
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selected. . ' • ^7 CM 8 

Bureau (100-3-104) (Enclf/l) (RM) ,j~ 1 & 

(1-160-358916) (HUNTER PITTS ..O'DELL) (Enel. 1) W $ 

(I-IOO-IC667O) (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR;) (Enel. 1) ^ fc>'& 

1-NY 100-91330„ (HUNTER PITTS O'DELL) . (4l4) ■ ' ,1 /° « 

1-NY 100-136585 (MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR.) (4l2)‘ “ • 7/„ § 

1-NY 100-129802 (41) . . . . . ts 00’i y 1S62 \ J. j* 

»r\r laQ REC-60 , ^(<q 1 /"2 g 

EJC:umh [P*- ■ - ‘ V \j, i S 

(7) ' This document 9*0 rytry'Sirn „ JJ • ^ * \ Q 


This document is vrenareri J™ , * 

Ration outside your Comm,™el to ^-°fT request and is not forMssem^ 

** m FBt^ 8ed t0 unau ^^fjsol 
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^ . It is realized that there are many serious considera- 

, tions to be made regarding this suggestion., particularly "at this 
time , However, it is believed that Southern 'newspapers. be.cause' • 
it is timely, would, possibly give a very full coverage to such 

material,, ' , 

1 ' . 

i It is believed, that such an exposure would cause other 

iNegro organizations such as the Negro American Labor Council 
: vNALC) to clean out anyone who possibly could cause embarrassment 
because of ; Communist affiliation or background. 
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Memorandum oilW, TNT TiTMvrrcr 


ToisonZ. 
Belmo/t 
Mohr J-L 
Casper - 
Callahan 
< Conrad _ 



/r 

L-FROM 


My. J. C« Sullivan- 



DATE: 9—8—64 


Mr 6 F. Jo Baumgardner r f* 

^ M h 


fy* M 


Sullivan _ 

Tavel _ 

Trotter_ 

Tele. Room 

Holmes _ 

— 


subject: MARTIN LUTHER n£ING, JR. 

SECURITY MASTER - COMMUNIST 

Reference is made to my memorandum to you in this matter (j ^ 
dated-August 31, 1964, in which the Director approved the recommendation 
to have Assistant Director Malone orally brief Francis Cardinal Spellman 
concerning Martin Luther Sing, Jr,’s.communist connections and 
d egenerate make-up to avoid the possibility of having the Pope grant 
'an^audience to King in connection with his proposed visit to Rome 
later this month, 

■4 s 

/ 

Malone was briefed in this matter and told to stress two •' 

1 things in his contact with Cardinal Spellman, the first being that 
he should stress of course the confidential nature of our briefing 
so that the Bureau would not be drawn into the picture, and, secondly, 
to as.certaiii if-Cardinal Spellman could take the necessary action 
in hi§ relationship with the Pope so that if -he could not, we could 
take appropriate steps through other channels, 

__ . r - 

Malone called today and stated that he had discussed the 
situation with Cardinal Spellman over the weekend and he said that 
j the Cardinal took instant steps to advise the Vatican against 
I granting any audience to King, He stated that Cardinal Spellman 
'assured him that he would respect the confidential nature of the 
information and added that the Cardinal was most pleased and ^ 

gratified that the Director thought enough of him to take him into / / £__ 

■ his confidence and to rely upon him to handle such a delicate mati-ir, 
iCardinal Spellman is going to Rome next week to attend the Ecumenical 
ICouncil and thus will be on the scene personally and further insure 
jthat the Pope is not placed in an embarrassing position through any 
•contact with King, 


RECOMMENDATION: 


For your information, 


i: Z: m™ \ - <&" i Jjaf a. ** 

1 I Si Sullivan Jf . liU * // — --- 

1 - Mr, D, J, Brennan / / / ' 

1 - Mr. Bland . \j/X t 

1 - Mr. Baumgardner Tiis document is prepared in response to your request &*atbu' 

1 - Mr. Phillips nation outside your Committee . Its use is limited to official proceedings' V 

g V your Committee and the content may not be disclosed to unauthorized person - 

# SyEiP / a -P #1, % el without the express approval of the FBI . 
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‘ ' UNITED STATES G( iRNMENT 

\ Memorandum 

i 

to : .W.» Sullivan 

from : f. j. Baumgardner 

• 0 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR C 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


DATE: 9-17-64 

1-Mr 0 Belmont 
.1-Mr.Mohr 
1-Mr.DeLoach 
1-Mr.Sullivan 
1-Mr,Bland j 

1-Mr. Baumgardnej^y j 
1-Mr.Phillips J 


Mohr- 

Casper — 
OjHahan . 

£onrad _ 

jj^Loach . 


<Q^ser TIS 

f \ M r Sullivan - 

L y) ^vel _ 

/ Trotter- 

i Tele. Room . 

Holmes - 

Gpndy_^ 





The “Washington Post and Times Herald” contained a small 
article in today’s edition stating that Martin Luther King, Jr., hac 
announced through his office in Atlanta that he had been granted an 
audience with Pope j/paul VI to take place on Friday, 9-18-64, at 
which time he hopes to discuss the racial situation in the United / 
States with the Pope. \) cl, -7 y 


You will recall that several weeks ago, when we first j H /( 
learned of King’s intention to travel abroad, we anticipated the I If 
possibility or King’s asking for an audience with the Pope and 
arranged to have Assistant Director Malone of the New York Office 
^contact Francis Cardinal^Spellman to see if appropriate action could 
not be taken to prevent such an audience. Malone did brief Cardinal 
Spellman in the matter and told us the Cardinal had in fact called the f s~, 
Vatican immediately after being contacted by Malone. fM 

Malone was contacted telephonically today to see if he 7 * - >- u 
could shed any further light on the report that King was to have an 
audience with the Pope. He contacted Cardinal Spellman’s office and 
was told that the Cardinal, who presently is recuperating from an 
operation, had spoken personally several weeks ago by telephone to 
the Secretary of State at the Vatican and had strongly recommended 
that no audience be granted King because of very serious but highly 
confidential information which had come to his attention but which he 
could not discuss in detail over the telephone. / 

Malone was asked to determine if there possibly could have/, 
been a slip-up so that the Pope did not actually receive Cardinal •>' 
Spellman’s warning. He was advised by Cardinal Spellman's office ' 

that with the information being furnished to the Secretary of State 
at the Vatican it would be mandatory for the Secretary of State to 
furnish the information directly to the Pope and that there was every > 
assurance the Pope had received the‘information. Cardinal Spellman’s A 
office advised Malone today that it is possible that arrangements^ 0 ^/\ 
such an audience had already been made and could not be / J~t/ 


hJ This document is ’prepared in ® 
CDB SSKW. , Aation outside your Committees 

(8) yd ,■ lkzJy° ur Committee and the conteq, 

, ' r^v l 'ft,?! tb.o P/r.nwQQ j 
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Memorandum to W. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


canceled without embarrassment or it is equally possible that the 
Pope, viewing King's important role in racial matters in the United 
States, decided to overrule the recommendation not to meet with 
King. 


I Malone was advised through Cardinal Spellman's office 

that the matter would again be delicately brought to Cardinal 
Spellman's attention* 

„ Malone is to keep us advised as soon as he learns anything 
additionally pertinent. 
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n^pnt 


Callahan 

Dp^bach i 

Evans _ 

Gale _ 



Trotter_ 

Tele. Hoorn 

Holmes _ 

Gandy _ 


.UPI-95 
If (KING) 

VATICAN CITY—THE REV. MARTIN LUTHER KING JR., THE AMERICAN NEGRO 
jLEADER, WILL GO TO THE VATICAN TONIGHT FOR A PRIVATE AUDIENCE 
WITH POPE PAUL VI. 

VATICAN OFFICIALS THREW A CURTAIN OF SECRECY AROUND THE MEETING, 
THE VATICAN HAS A STANDING POLICY OF DISCRETION ABOUT PAPAL MEETINGS 
i) WITH RELIGIOUS LEADERS OF OTHER DEMONINATIONS. 

KING, A LEADER OF THE CIVIL RIGHTS MOVEMENT IN THE UNITED STATES, 

' IS A BAPTIST, IT WAS HE WHO FIRST DISCLOSED NEWS OF THE AUDIENCE, 

J 9/18-DP138PED 


CLc 


. c. c ft ***'* 


fa S' 



^CLOSURE A m 




wmmgfSrn ji 


c i ' loo - /Ob 6 7<f'- 

.' « H gT g 

4 OpT 8 lb6.4 



4 06T; 8 lbS.4 


WASHINGTON ^CAPITAL NEWS SERVICE 


MW ,55:245 Dodd: 3.298 9661 Page JSfl 


* <*- 











0^19 (Rev. 5-27-63) 


■> * - 

l # *■* 


7 /■ 
\ 


DK King to See Po 




VATICAN - CITY, Sept. 18 
' (AP).—Dr., Martin Luther King 
said today he hoped Pope Paul 
VI would follow . up their 
' meeting with a statement 
‘reiterating the Roman Catholic 
Church’s stand against racism. 

The Pope was to receive the 
American Negro leader in 
* private audieifce late today. Dr. 
iKing said in an interview with 
’the Rome Daily American: 

I “Of course, I hope that the 
'Pope will see fit to release a 
^statement about our talk. The 
Roman Catholic Church has 
already let its opposition to 
racism be known and it has 
been of great help to us in our 
work. 

“But I think if every! 
individual Catholic were made! 
aware of the church’s stand by 
the Pope, it would be of great 
‘assistance to the civil rights 
.movement in the future.” 

The Pope’s response may 
never be disclosed by the 
Vatican. Often the Vatican* 
issues statements after private 
audiences. Often it doesn’t. But 
the fact that the Pope agreed to 
receive Dr. King will be taken 
in many quarters as a new sign 
I that he sympathizes'with the 
H civil rights mission. 

After Dr. king’s arrival in 
Rome Wednesday, a statement 
issued in his name by his office 
in Atlanta, Ga., said he would 
discuss with the pontiff the role 

.... j? 


of the church in creating an 
integrated community life. 

Dr. King also said he was 
concerned with the large 
metropolitan areas in the 
Northern United States “where 
the Roman Catholic Church ns a 
powerful factor in the attitude 
of the people.” 1 

Dr. King is a co-pastor with! 
his father of the Ebenezer 
Baptist Church in Atlanta: He 
also heads the Southern 
Christian Leadership 
Conference, a militant civil! 
rights organization. 

Pope Paul—as well as the late 
Pope John—had repeatedly 
advocated racial equality and; 
decried racial strife. 
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** United states go\^rnment 


Tolson _ 
Belmont 
Mohr _ 


Memorandum ROUTE IN ENVELOPE I 


Sullivan 


Casper _ 
Callahan 


date: September 11, 1964 


FROM 


F. J« Batungard np±C 

■ . „ v 


SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JRi 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


Mr. Belmont 

Mr. Mohr 

Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Sullivan 

Mr. Bland 

Mr. Baumgardner j' 

Mr. Phillips / | (/ 


ZJL 

/iTavel- 

Trotter - 

Tele. Room _ 

Holmes _ 

. Gandy_ 




i-K -. v •• v ^ /{(>/>’ * 

We"have just learned that Martin Luther King, Jr., and some 
of his.advisors, including Bayard Rustin and Clarence Jones, are work- 
j ing on an article which is to he submitted over King * s name for publi¬ 
cation in "The Saturday Evening Post." The article would deal with 
•' such matters as the poverty bill, elections, riots and the so-called 
^-•"''"backlash" that is cropping up in political circles. The only publica¬ 
tion kn$wn to be considered for this article to date is "The Saturday 
Evening Post." We do not as yet know specifically what line King will 
take in the article or what its specific stands will be. The matter of 
this article its scheduled for further discussion by King and his advisors 
on 9/22/64 in New York City. This information is classified "Secreti". 


' O 

d some 


OBSERVATIONS: . / £M tip U^ 

-Because of the communist influences on King it would be well * 
to prevent- any publication of his views. It is noted that earlier this.../, 
year we had some advance information on the possibility of a King aH 
article being published by "The Saturday Evening Post." On that occa- 
sion Assistant Director DeLoach*s office was able to take appropriate 
action to forestall the publication of the article. This was handled 
by Supervisor William Stapleton, who has an appropriate contact at "The 
Saturday Evening Post." .. * 

ACTION: 


We have separately made appropriate, dissemination of the 
information concerning King f s intentions to have an article published 
in "The Saturday Evening Post" and have also written the Atlanta and 
New York Offices to remain on top of the situation so that the Bureau 
will be promptly furnished further developments in this matter. 

RECOMMENDATION: , 0 ,ti~/7c,<~ 7 3 - HQ I ' 


RECOMMENDATION: ■ /qa-/0<77S> - /IQ / 

- -Q- • '' ,s COT 13 1954 Lf 0 / „ 

This memorandum be routed to Assistant Director DeLoach for 
appropriate action in accordance with the observations r set^out above. 

100-106670 This document is prepared in response to your'request 

nation outside ymwl Committee. Its use is limited toof^^^^m^^nffsy 
. __uour J/rJieif/itce 'a///the content may not be disclosKdy^'ulA^MA^pea p 
1 — 100-4425^ £u%mWkhe express approval of the FBI . ' 


1 - 100-4425||^ 


SFP:km, 

(9)/ 
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SEE ADDENDUM PAGE TWO. 
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ADDENDUM 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION 


9/1,1/64 


SFPiKMJ 


I 

i 

t 

| 


More recent information has just been received to the 
effect that a John Hunt of "The Saturday Evening Post" has already 
been in contact with King concerning material being prepared for 
the "Post*" Also, King and some of his advisors are to meet 
briefly on the late afternoon of 9/11/64 while King is waiting at 
the airport in New York City for a flight overseas. They are to 
further discuss the article in question. 


In'light of the latest information, it is suggested that 
if any action is taken by Mr. DeLoach, it be done as soon as possible 
so that it would be less difficult for "Post" people to take the 
action desired. 
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Mr. Belmont 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. DeLoach 


W. C. Sul 14^ 


F. J. Baumgardner 


DATE: 


2/1/65 
Mr. 




Rosen ‘ 

Mr. Sullivan 
J.l F. Bland 
F. J. Baumgardner 
S. F. Phillips . 

.) /i 







n 

MARTIN LUTHER^ KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


We have learned that Martin Luther King, J 3 X., is^- 
scheduled to appear in Davenport, Iowa, 4/28/65, at a banquet 
sponsored by the Davenport Chapter of the Catholic Interracial 
Council (CIC). King -will reportedly be paid $1,000 for his 
[appearance and also be given the "Pacem in Terris" award, the 
[second year such an award has been given by the CIC. The first 
such awards were given in 1964 to the late President Kennedy 
and to John Howard Griffin, a writer. The award is in memory 


g 


1 


of Pope John. 


' 


Yo” T/ill roCull fLn.' t 96^ 7^ ^^ 

and the Director approved, that Francis Cardinal Spellman be 
orally briefed concerning King’s communist connections and 
moral degqn^rq,c y^so that such information could be passeS"“8n 
t^TE^Pope as it was anticipated that King would seek an 
audience with the Pope. Such briefing of the Cardinal subsequently 
was made by Assistant Director Malone in New York City. 


It is shocking indeed that King continues to be 
honored by religious groups. Inasmuch as commitments have 
; r apparently been made by the CIC for the award in Davenport, 

1 there is little likelihood that anything can be done in this 
instance to prevent such an award. It is believed, however, 
that it would be desirable to have Assistant Director Malone 
recontact Cardinal Spellman and bring to his attention the 
information we continue to receive about King being given 
; honors by Catholic groups, citing the Davenport CIC award as 
a current instance. It could be tactfully suggested that in 
the end it might well be embarrassing to the Catholic Church for 
having given honors to King. A discussion with the Cardinal 
might well suggest to him the desirability for the Cardinal 
to initiate such action as he deems appropriate, through church 
circles, to alert Catholic institutions and organizations concerning 
King. It would appear that the Cardinal would certainly be, - 
appreciative for the information we are giving Mjn^ (' / < 'P J / f 

■i An irtCCTn^ document is prepared in^spmfse to yo^rOQkestrmtifis Hot "for dissemi- 
lUU—lubo / Elation outside your Commihi’M dis use i' limited to official proceedings by 
f yourjCdr,imittee and the content may not be disclosed Wn&utMtiiea person- 
SFP:jad / n/lJwithout the express approval of the FBI . 

(9) ' c CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandum to YI. C. Sullivan 
From F. J. Baumgardner 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. j 

100-106670 ! 

\\ 

RECOMMENDATION : | 

If approved, this memorandum should be routed 
back to Assistant Director Sullivan who will telephone 
Assistant Director Malone and have him discuss the matter 
along the lines indicated above. 
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(1-16-61) 


Domestic Intelligence l .Vision 


x 

L .visic 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 



This concerns information 
we furnished to the -British 
concerning the background of 
both Martin Luther King, Jr., 
and Bayard Rustin, It was in 
connection with efforts being 
made by King to see the British 

when King passes through London,. 
en route to Oslo, Norway, to 
receive Nobel Peace Prize. 





* - 

"This document it prepared, hi response to your request and is not for dissent**; 
% nation outside your Committee: Its. use is limi’-'d to. official 'proceeding's bfp 
your Committee and the content may not be disclbsed to iCnduthorized' person¬ 
nel- without the express approval of the FBI . t 
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Transmit the following in 

i ^ 

LA via AIRTEL _ 


Date: November 13, 1964 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 





TjO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

[.^FROM: LEGAT, LONDON (100-3329) (P) 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. \yd( VP*'"' * /s p ^21^ 

srcyRi-r/ a\ati iyr fjJ^y ^ 

ReBucab 11/10/64. Yeceived\London. 3:00 AM, 11/11/64. 




t Ji'_ 

I—F 

. y ■ . 






Information contained in reBucab concerning subject 
and BAYARD RUSTIN was furnished on the morning of November 11,1964, 
to S ir ROGER HOLLIS. British | Security Se r vic^ ^ML^-5He was 
advised that this infor^Tion^F^ ,3 l^xng^’furni sSecf'lfb that it might 
be given on a highly confidential basis to P rime Minister WI LSON. 

On the morning of November 13, 1964, HOLLIS said this 
information had been furnished to the Prime-M.inis.te r. HOLLIS • 
commented that he was indeed grateful to the Director for this 
information. He was not at the moment aware of the action to *be 
taken bv the Prime Minister, but that such information was of (THt\ i .* \ 
.extreme'value. ys " 


HOLLIS, , also advised that RUSTIN had arrived in ..Londo n., 
on the morning of November 13, from the United States. RUSTIN Jj i t 
told the Immigration authorities that he was in En gland, to see • [ ; 

the Secret .ar,v„.of„.St.a:te^or^.Col,onie,s. and to make arrangements for W k/ 
KING'S forthcoming trip. While in London., RUSTIN would be staying 
at Eniejids^lnf. e rn at .1 on a 1 ^Center ,„_3 2, Tav is t opk^Sguare, Lond on ,_W.C. 1 .c, 

,MlT- 5„.is,„coverin g RUSTIN’ s act'ivifies and ' th is^matter^Wrli H^Se^r'^D 
followed with ^Ml^^a^CT^^BU3^^ s ic9vTs^ > *“^^ 1 -' ^ 


3 - Bureau 

1 - Liaison Section (sent direct) 
‘••(100-1535) 


CWB:ec • . ££ » 21 .NOV 16 law 

( 6 ) - *• :• < 0 $ f/J 

* ** * * - “* s ** 5MaBS5=f ^ 

This document is prepared in response to your request and is not for dissent) AWt 
nation outside yfyr Committee. Its use is limited to official. nrlZed^MlTl 


- i Ji t ie content may not be disclosed to unauthorized perso 

net vnthoutjhe^xpress ^ppr^vcd of the FBI . 

Approved: . ..-. * * ‘ ^ ’ - Sent-M Pe 

/ _ “ Special Agent in Charge 

■' ■' C. 0 « WTcR 
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(W>*‘- " >•■■' U* f ^ 

TO LSGAT LONDON 


1 - Hr, DeLoach 
1 - Mr* Evans 
1 - Mr* Rosen 
1- Mr* Sullivan 
1 - Liaison 
1 »• Mr. Bland 
1 ~ Mr. Bauiagardner 


f\g-§ 


FROM DIRECTOR FBI (100-106670) 

martin wrEsa/sim, an */security patter - 1 cQi&titsi/ 1 ^ 3 
mmm umrnn king, je, p mo is to receive tee nobel 

PEACE PRIZE SR OSLO, NORWAY, DECEMBER TEN, NEXT, PLANS TO BE 
XR LONDON, Emmm* DECESSER SIX AND SEVEN, NEST, ONE OF 


HXS ADVISORS, BAYARD RBSTXN, HAS CONTACTED PEGGY DUFF, A 
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mg SON RESIDENT VMO IS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR, CAMPAIGN FOR NUCLEAR 
DSTJASISAEGSET. B&STXH REQUESTED HER TO ATTEMPT TO ARRANGE FOR 
mim MINISTER HAROLD-W.ILSON- TO RECEIVE KING. HUSTIN DESIRES 
IT NOT APPEAR AS THOUGH THIS IS KING'S IDEA AND PREFERS .WILSON 

TO ANNOUNCE that wilsosl is inviting king, duff checking into 
mns MATTER. 

MSTm IS DEPARTING FOR LONDON .N OVEMBER ELEVEN, NEST, 

FOR PURPOSE QF CLARIFYING A CONFUSION SURROUNDING KING'S TRIP 
IN DECEMBER. CONFUSION INVOLVES FACT THAT ARCHBISHOP OF 
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TO 


OWONAl FO*M HO. 10 
A*XV. 1^62 €OITION 
* '.g «C. NO. 27 

^UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


Mr. W. C. Sullivan^ 



FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. F. J. 


Baumgardner 

C? 



MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 

1 

1 

1 

l 

1 

1 


date: November 10, 1964 

Belmont / f 

Mohr 
DeLoach 
Evans 
Rosen 
Sullivan 


Mr; 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


Rosen 
SulUvarf*1_L_ 

Tavel-- 

Trotter --- 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes -- 

Gandy- r 


1 

1 

1 


Mr. Bland 
Mr. Baumgardne 
Mr. Phillips 


- Liaison 


NY 4212-S* reported on the evening of November 9, 1964, 
Bayard Rustin was in contact with Andrew Young, Executive Director 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, wlrich is headed 

Rustin told Young that he, Rustin, 
land . November 11, 1964, for the purpose 
of clarifying confusion surrounding King’s trip to Europe in 
December, 1964. (King is to receive the Nobel Peace Prize in 
Oslo, Norgay^^eceip.b^er^ 10, 1964.) The confusion arises |.n that 
the Arch mslio p_oj_C,anf~e.rb u-ry, desires to receive King but has been 
opposed by certain elements inasmuch-as King is a Baptist. Rustin 
is to also determine, while in London , whether King can have a 




meeting with the British Prime Ministe^ r ^ Haroid^U iiSQn-.^ 

, Rustimhas already been in contact with Peggy Duff, 

a resident of -.London T England. who is Executive Director of the 
Campaign for Nuclear Disarmament. Rustin told her that King 
will be i n London- on December 6 and 7, 1964, and Rustin wanted 
to know if Prime Mlnis±er_f/_ils,on. would be prepared to receive 
King then. She indicated that she would check into this. Rustin 
said that it should not appear as though this was King’s idea, 
stating that it was preferred that Wilson a nnounce that he is v j 
inviting King to visit him. 1 A Ns *^ 




OBSERVATIONS: 





It is believed that t he Britis. h should be apprised 
* v ]v. v ' of the foregoing information concerning King’s efforts to see 
V* rC ^B nime Minister; , WJ-lso ru, along with information concerning King’s 

communist connections and the fact that King is a moral degenerate.^ 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 







5 


100-106670 

Enc. 

SFPjbgc 

WiLt> 


1 0 That the attached cablegram go forward to Legat, 
London, so that he can make pertinent information available to /~~cr> 

' ■ i •) P ,. m 56 '_iii 

This document is prepared in - request and is not for dissemv- v 

nation outside yo^r _ Comm?, dee. ItsSzhi fs^mii^d to.Mficml, proceedings by 
your Committee anS-tko^f^tetit^my nubJi&ydiscM&arW wmumWized perstofe^O~ ■ ■ 
nel without the exyr£PMfM¥ i ofmW8l . A 4fv v ' 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


Memorandum ROUTE IN ENVELOPE^ 



TO 

• Mr 

0 
»\ 


FROM : 

\ 

t 

Mr 

SUBJECT: 



. r % 

Sullivan^ U p 





August 31, 1964 



Tele. Room . 

Holmes - 

Gandy 


Belmont 
Mohr 
DeLoach 
Sullivan 
D. J. Brennan 
Bland 

Baumgardner t\ 

.. *- —. Phillips j 

lartin Luther King, Jr., is to be in West Berlin,. Germany;" 
for the opening of that city’s cultural festival 9/13/64, We have 
just obtained, details of his itinerary for travel abroad "which reveals 
that he will leave the United States either 9/11 or 12/64 and not 
return until 9/22/64, Included in his itinerary is a visit to Rome, 
Italy, He is to go there from Madrid, Spain, 9/18/64, and remain in 
Rome unpil the morning of 9/20/64 when he will go to London, England, 



VI { 


A 


i 


e have not as yet obtained any information indicating the ; } 
purpose of hi^ visit to Rome, but it is entirely likely that he may 
seek and be given an audience with the Pope, This likelihood is . J 
clearly evident when one considers that King is receiving more and v V^< 
more_ acclaim as a leader of the Negro people in this country, plus 
the fact that he is a clergyman. Further, King we know is being con¬ 
sidered for the Nobel Peace Prize and his receiving an audience with 
the Pope would likely receive considerable publicity, especially in , 
Europe, further enhancing his chances for the Prize. i 

It would be shocking indeed for such ah unscrupulous character 
as King to receive an audience with the Pope, It is believed that if 
a plan to see the Pope is in the making, it ought to be nipped in the 
]bud. We have considered different possibilities for meeting this 
problem and believe that the best one would be to have Assistant \ 

Director Malone of the New York Office personally contact Francis \' 

Cardinal Spellman and on a highly confidential basis bring to the 
Cardinal’s attention (1) the fact tha% ; King is to visit Rome and the 
likelihood of his receiving an audience-with the Pope and (2) tjie ^ 

unsavory nature of King’s character, b o_tIu .fr om a subversive anoT^raL 
. Malone should be able to impress .upon the Cardinal the 
T^xkexy^rabarrassment that may result to the Pope, should he grant King 
an audience and King is later discredited. In this- light it would 


\ 


hardly even be necessary for Malone to "suggest*’ what the Cardinal 
should do to forestall any possible ‘audience. Malone should stress 
the .highly confidential nature of this matter with the Cardinal, who 
is very friendly to the Bureau, and insure that the Bureau is in no s 


X- 


(0f 


Enc. 

100-442529 
100-10667/0 
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Memorandum to Mr* Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
100-106670 



way associated with any action taken by the Cardinal or the Vatican. 
Malone should also obtain from the Cardinal a commitment that he 
will be able to block any attempt by King to gain an audience with 
the Pope. If the Cardinal is not able to give such an assurance, 
we must immediately know this so that we may explore some other avenue. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

* * 

If approved, Assistant Director Malone should personally 
orally brief Francis Cardinal Spellman in accordance with the attached 
"Top Secret” ‘summary indicating King's communist connections and 
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SUBJECT f 


1552 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 


UNITED STATES G D^'.NMENT 

'Memorandum 


DIRECTOR., FBI $100-438794) 
SAC, ATLANTA (100-5718) . 

'' ' o 

COMIMFIL OF SCLC _ 

is - c * 


date: 10/19/65 




Reference is m ade/to Bureau letter dated 
f, ^ 9/16/65 captioned as abovo/nvk xdfr forwarded a request 

n 2?>'* received from ^relating to 


v /§>’■ £ ^ 1 training ma t^i^IrSeiu^ofSr. MARTIN LUTHER A.* 

t |j v>»' £ i , v icing, jr. fu\ t^ecnc- 1 ™ 

2 K 1 £ t, S ‘ 

• s There is enclosed herewith for the Bureau _ W- 

® copies of an LHM setting forth results of file review J Ij 

li. .Nj relating to KING’S principles and reasons for the \lj? 

>50 \L nori-violent apprqach utilized in conjunction with SCLC. 

0ns c °py °- this’LIRA fs to he furnished Legat, Bonn for w ;'| 

" transmittal to BVD, ■ Netherlands.-. .. ‘fj 


t, N 1 > t. \ ■ 

<-sv.rv'£ 1 * £' 
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* * - 
l */'•-> 


>. Source one v is" Dr. GERALD REED, 1343 Peachtree 

&s t.. H- 
<.* ^ 4 w 

' All pertinent, data set forth in this LHM. was 

excerpts from the publication ’’The SCLC Story in Words and 
Pictures” which was available to the 1 public at the price 
of $1.00 per copy which* v*as copyrighted in 1963:, • 

The enclosed'LHM is classified Conf ide.ntial 
because unauthorized disclosure of the contents of this 
> LHM could seriously jeopardise the Bureau’s investigative 


a m e 
W o 


interest in subject KING and thcgvGCLC, 

ad l 07 


K& is 


jSBNCLOSBItB 

2 )- Bureau (RM) (Enc. 9) i. , 

4 - Atlanta (1 - 100-5718)’ 
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^^THT 


UNx^ED STATES DEPARTMENT OF .f^TICE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Atlanta, Georgia 
October 19, 1965 


CONFIDENTIAL 


CGaonnrx&r isfiueratigs ce? 

SGHTHEEN CHRISTIAN IxRAZs&YSHIP 
CONFERENCE 


Atlanta confidential sources 'have been usable to 
furnish or make available copies of tra'ining material utilised 
by-the Southern Christian Leadership Conference in projecting 
the ideas and thinkings of Dr. MARTIN LOTESE KSS», J2. 

In a pamphlet'published by the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC> depicting "The SCiO Stuffy” which 
.was published in 1964. basic ideas and convictions are set 
forth which obviously portray some of the ideas and teachings 
of SCLu which would have beSffi projected to employees aad 
Workers fin behalf of the SCLG. In this p&rmLi 51 which was 
edited by EDWARD T. CLAYTO^, Public Relations Director, SCLG. 
an editorial note exp la ined- t the work of the BCLC was one 

of determination, sacrifice, and -dedication ..... A passion 
for unqualified freedom through the moral fibre of noibs- 
violence and tenets of Christianity became the ;?:•;■© at task of , 
SCLC. ' ' < 


Dr. MARTIN LUTSES KING, JB. is quoted la this 
publication as follows: 

"In these turbulent days of uacertw in ty the evils 
of war and of economic and racial inju-stioe threaten the 
very survival of the human race. Indeed "-v- live in a 
day of grave crisis. Yet. I am convinced v eyond the 
shadow of a doubt* that the philosophy oi ■;-.violence 
will redeem the soul of America. There i-*? a great 
temptation to accept nonviolence sole?-:- vs a strategy, 
a device; this we must guard against. ( ,--t <-> 

// C - /• 'I'/' 1 / /. ® 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


•'This is erne of the chief aims of the Southern 
n Christiaa Leadership Conference: to broadly disseminate 
through intensive training the heart of nonviolence, that 
our commitment to nonviolence will not only be a 
technique, but shall become for us a way of life with 
love and redemption as its center. Another chief aim 
of SOLO is in the area of voter registration. Here again 
it- must be recognized that the right and proper use of'• 
the ballot is vital in our struggle for firstrdass - 
citizenship." 

This publication also “carried an article written 
by L„ D. REDDICK, Historian', SCLC, setting forth the history 
of SCLC and its development. In this article REDDICK pointed 
out that at the founding of SCLC it was agreed that civil 
rights were essential to Democracy and that the Negro should 
reject segregation absolutely but in a non“Violent manner. 

The composition of the board of the SCLC in its founding 
convention reflected.a strong church orientation -of the 
organization, along with a sprin&Xing of intellectuals, 

Xaborites and lawyers. Dr. REDDICK identified the aims 
and purposes of SCLC as'follows: :• 

”1. To achieve full citizenship rights, and t^tal 
integration of the Negro in American life. 

"2. To stimulate nonviolent direct mass action to 

remove the barriers of segregation and discrimination 

"3. To disseminate the creative philosophy and 
techniques of nonviolence through local and 
area workshops. 

"4. To secure the right and unhampered use of 
the ballot for every citizen. 

. * 

"5. To reduce the cultural lag through the 
Citizenship Training Program.” 


CONFIDENTIAL 









CONFIDENTIAL 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


Another article appe&rixg ins this publication by 
DOROTHY COTTON, Director, Citizenship School, SCLC, cites 
as one of the necessary factors in the program of the SCLC 
is to build a program around mass non-violent direct 
action and to prepare "soldiers" for the non-violent 
Army« In order to do this it is necessary to prepare these 
±ndividual.s as follows: 

"Gathering >Facts Before encaging in nonviolent direct 
action, v/e must have detailed facts about the unjust 
situation against which -e are protesting, A nonviolent 
campaign must never be eased or. mere opinion and hearsay. 

"Education Once all the facts and figures are known this 
ini' or matron must be disseminated throughout the community 
involved. One goal of a nonviolent movement is to gain 
understanding, sympathy, and support for the changes we 
'■geek* In order to achieve this, the people ( white and 
Negro) must be informed. 

t- - 

"Negotiation Nonviolent resistance to injustice 
presupposes the desiys to win opponents to our cause, 
not to conquer or overthrow. We, therefore, talk 
"directly with persons in charge of areas of our 
grievances before any action is taken. 

"Purification Spiritual preparation is mandatory for 
those who would participate in Christian nonviolent 
direct action. Preparation requires studying nonviolence 
in workshops, role-playing, and making a commitment. 

When actual love is felt for our opponents , a direct- 
action campaign is then begun. 

"Direct Action We show our love and dedication to 
truth by presenting our very foodies in places not 
opened to us. B,y such acts we confront segregationists 
with the issues and ourselves, and they are forced to 
make a decision. By such acts, we accept suffering 
rather than inflict suffering. 


o 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN 
_CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


"Reconciliation Our white brothers often find it 
painful to change the teachings and habits of a 
lifetime. The nonviolent resister understands 
this pain-and through love helps them to accept 
the new way of life. He is active in making the 
transition as easy and painless as possible. 

• "Direct action projects must always fee nonviolent, 
for the goals we seek by such action are "pre-existent 
in the means". The ends we seek for out nation and' for 
ourselves are love, justice and peace. There can be no 
love tomorrow without loving men today; there can be 
■ no justice without just men; there can fee no peace in 
' the end without peaceful men. The legions of the 
nonviolent disciple will only grow if we are able to 
love regardless of the cost. The cost of Jesus Christ 
was the cross. That -cross, its cost and implications, 
holds our confidence and our future as free men." 

There is also quoted in this pamphlet excerpts 
of a letter allegedly prepared fey Dr. MARTEN LUTHER KING, - 
JR, when confined to j afloat Birmingham, Alabama. This 
letter was written in answer to a letter prepared by eight 
white clergymen who publicly criticised KING for unwise 
and untimely demonstrations. KING, in answering this 
letter, sets forth some of his moral justifications for 
acts on the part of^SCLC and pertinent portions of this 
letter are as follows: 

"In your statement you asserted that our.actions, 
even though peaceful, must be condemned because they 
precipitate violence. Isn’t this like condemning 
the robbed man because his possession of money 
precipitated the evil act of robbery? Isn't this 
like condemning Socrates because his unswerving 
. commitment to truth and his philosophy delvings 
precipitated the misguided popular mind to make 
him drink the hemlock? Isn't this like condemning 
•Jesus because his unique God-consciousness and never- 
ceasing devotion to God's will precipitated the evil 
act of the Crucifixion? 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF SOUTHERN 
CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP CONFERENCE 


"The question is not whether we will be 
extremist but what kind of extremist will we be. 

Will we be extremists for hate or will we be 
extremists for love? Will we be extremists 
for the preservation of injustice - or will we 
be extremists for the cause of justice? In that 
dramatic scene on Calvary's hill, three men.were 
-- crucified for the same crime - the crime of extremism. 
Two were, extremists for immorality, and thus fell 
below their environment. The other, Jesus-Christ,- 
was an extremist for love, truth and goodness, and 
thereby rose about his environment. So* after all, 
ma.ybe the South, the nation and the world are in dire 
need of creative extremists." 

.Confidential-Source One advi’u-e^ ltrha;t t aboHjfe • Dr. 

M&RT.XNF LUTHER,:.d,R.fy isifted'India... briefly 'ostensibly 
for the purpose of- studying the Ghandi concepts of 
non-violence. 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your age&ey; it and its contents are not 
to be distributed outside your agency. 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF .> JTIGE 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


In Reply, Please Refer to 
i File No w 


\ FD 323 


Title 


Character 

Reference 


Atlanta, Georgia 
October 19, 1965 


COMMUNIST INFILTRATION OF 
SOUTHERN CHRISTIAN LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE 


Letterhead' Memorandum. dated a ad 
captioned as above, at Atlanta, 
Georgia. 


All sources (except any listed below) whose identities are 
concealed in referenced cosusunicatioa have furnished reliable 
information in the past." 


This document contains neither recommendations r‘r 
.conclusions of the FBI. It is the property of the FBI 
and is loaned to your agency; it and its contents are 
not to be 'distributed outside your agency. 
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• Vizi 4ias', Jr., m directing --his• movement through 
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• ..Enclosure .. ■/.. . ' ■• ' • 

' -NOTE; • • . / \ • , '■ . . . ; ;., . .' ;• ' ' 

The BVD is interested in pacifist groups particularly 
such as* xoildW^the non-violent tactics of the SCLC Material 

:t *?* t&ej352i.desires is to be handled on a confidential basis 

With that agency. j 
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Mr. A. H. Belmonl 


DATE: 12/21/64 


FROM 


SUBJECT:. 


>v *f « 0 *% K?UJUJ.XV<XXA Vyj 

°cim 


/*suiu*«ray 

TavoTr=eL 

Trotter- 

Tele* Boom - 
► Holmes—— 
Gandy - - 


"COMMUNISM AND THE NEGRO 
MOVEMENT—A CURRENT ANALYSIS" 


1 - Mr. Rosen VTnZ^ZZ 

m •; w. c..: Sullivan C~ 1 - Mr. Sullivan 

■Of j /JM ) Af°' y JU 1 - Liaison " - 

\ O' / A/> j • ^ 7 1 - Mr. Bland * 

[ect"COMMUNISM AND THE NEGRO 1 - Mr. Baumgardner L uY 

MOVEMENT—A CURRENT ANALYSIS" 1 - Mr. Phillips ftjf'jf 

+ ' 1 - Mr. Rosack 1 \t 

By memorandum dated 11/27/64, which was approved, a paper 
captioned as above depicting the communist influence in the Negro 
movement, with emphasis on Martin Luther King, Jr., was disseminated 
to the heads of-the intelligence community. We have received additional 
information concerning King’s immoral conduct at Memphis, Tennessee, 
and at Oslo, Norway. 

It is contemplated that dissemination of this additional 
information w.ill be made, if approved, to the following individuals: 

" The Honorable Dean Rusk, The-Secretary of State ’ 

The Honorable'John"A.•McCone; Director ox Central ~ - -- 

Intelligence Agency 

The Honorable Carl T. Rowan, Director of United States - 

Information Agency •/ ■ A i 

The Honorable Robert S. McNamara, The Secretary of fj 

Defense . \ 

Major General Edgar C. Doleraan, Assistant Chief of 
Staff for Intelligence, Department of the Army 
. Rear Admiral Rufus L. Taylor, Director of Naval 
Intelligence, Department of the Navy 
- Colonel Joseph J. Cappucci, Director of Special 

Investigations, The Inspector General, Department 
of the Air Force 

Lieutenant General Joseph F. Carroll, Director, Defense 
/•.Intelligence Agency 

Dr, Leland J. Haworth, Director, National Science 

Foundation \ 
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This document is prepared in response to your request ^roeeedimafhy 

myetvMout the express approval of the h EL . 







Memorandum to Mr. A. H. Belmont 
RE: "COMMUNISM AND THE NEGRO 

MOVEMENT—A CURRENT ANALYSIS" 
100-442529 : * 






RECOMMENDATIONS : ! , 

1. That the attached transmittal letters directed to 
those listed above be approved and sent, enclosing a copy of a 
memorandum entitled "Martin Luther King, Jr.: His Personal 
Conduct." . ... 

i 



! 


2. ' Also attached,is a letter - to the Honorable Hubert H. 
Humphrey, Vice President Elect, to be delivered by a representative 
of Mr. DeLoach*;s office, furnishing a copy of captioned paper and 
the additional information regarding the Memphis .and Oslo incidents. 

.. . A 

A? * 


3. In addition, attached are letters to Mr. Moyers 
at the White House and the Acting Attorney General (copies to 
Deputy Attorney General and AAG’s Civil Rights and Internal 
. Security Divisions) advising of the Memphis incident. Both 
^ the White House and Acting Attorney General have already been 
! furnished the cautioned paper and-information concerning the 
1 Oslo incident, •' ^ 

, , f 1 '.- 
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S0J0-106-03 


‘ UNITED STA1 


i ) ' Memot ' 


NMENT 


im 


Director, FBI 


date: September 2, 1965 


fckoM : Legat, Bonn , (66-82) fill. &VS'*** 

sub; ct: RELATIONS WITH THE INTERNAL SECURITY^ c^tC^A T T^ypJ’/^J 

SERVICE. OF THE NETHERLANDS -pT* C^J\/yp/L 


Under confidential classification on September 1, 
1965, we received the following information and request from 
the BVD. 


Certain activities of r adical p acifist groups in th,e 
Netherlands are causing increasing concern~~t‘o Netherlands 
Government"authorities because of the possibility that they 
may constitute a threat to public order and safety. One of 
these groups which is particularly active is k nown as the 
$iComite, 29..Novemb,er_- JL-962'.' which is actually the J^ptAh. version 

- nr-*--. XyTy ,—c i nn TT in-- --i-^ 4 ? jut. -2 « -, 

.i/A X, 11 tr —^ JlX V^Oilililx bt6c Oi 2l;vrvri“' • Xiiv j/wjucaa uo w ju * or* J~£> - -v>uj^/ 

are found in leading circles of the Eaci.£is.'t- T Soc±alis t Partv 
( PSP), ,, The Cpjnt£,e, supports the'principle of the so-called*" 
T ”non-violent defensibility” and it claims to derive its ideas 
from persons such as Mahatma Gandhi and the Reverend Martin 
Luther King. . 

The BVD, said that it felt that it would be useful 
.to them in analyzing and studying the activities of these groups 
if it had available some information regarding the methods and 
techniques used and expounded by Rev. King. T hey ask if.the 
Burea u has a ny e xampl es of t ra ini ng.jnajb.erial.- o r di re ctive s.. 
or~~ the like w hic h ha ve been usedJb y .King in directing his mo ve- „ 
menfs'.'" If so. the~BVF would appreciate having copies for its 
“5onfidential inf ormarEion. 




Request Bureau advise whether it has any such material 
and furnish copies of it if available. The DVD., of course, is 
asking for only what we might have and is not in any way suggest¬ 
ing investigative inquiries to obtain material. I recognize 
the possible delicate situation involved in transmitting informa¬ 
tion on King’s operations, but if any is available we will 
transmit this on a personal,basis to our ranking contacts in i 

the m^ n - iQdu f ,y- 

^?L, isq n) f c, n JvTffi 'rx , l.V '' 

. 1 - Bonaj ~"*~t . . . , **?_ $ EP - 7 1965 L Uu .a, 

GA Yv^lcT' "Y 'd+%%7 '' \M t- 

(4) ° ' r^Tkis d&cuhtiy^sid^/epared^ respmrs^to-jyjoiir not fa^^Semi* 

f " L\r~\ywadwn ovtside your Committee. Its use i> UfiitM wpfficial mhy&eaings by 
1 ^/V^Jodr^amiUee and the content may not be (Unclosed to unaaffidnzed person* 

■}■ ■ - y „ _. pel without the express approval of the FBi t 

" • % i 'Dodd: 58 * 
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TOP SECRET 


DOWNGRADED TO 


Per. G^ELlISlI 2/jL 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR*: 
HIS'PERSONAL CONDUCT 


1 - Mr. Belmont 

1 - 'Mr. Moijr 

« 1 - Mr. DeLoach 

i 1 - Mr. Rosen 

I 1 - Mr. Sullivan 

1 - Liaison 
1 - Mr. Bland 

December 21, 1964 

1 - Mr, Baumgardner 
1. - Mr. Phillips 
>T - Mr. Rosack 


§ 
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«•§ m 

. *jr* Cv 

'o .0 

@J° 

@ ■« 

•d|.» 


Tolson — 
Belmon\- 

Mohr- 

DeLoach . 
Casper — 
Callahan . 
Conrad — 


Confidential sources who have furnished reliable 
information in the past have advised that Martin Luther 
-King, Jr., has the reputation among many of the country’s 
Negro leaders .of being a heavy consumer of alcoholic 
beverages and is known to certain Negro leaders to be 
extremely loose in his moral behavior. As an example, 
these sources cited an incident which occurred several 
years ago in Memphis, Tennessee,.when King attended a Negro 
Baptist Convention. 'With King’s knowledge, some of the 
ministers arranged tQ rent, from some families, apartments 
at a housing project. The•permanent tenants were advised 
that the apartments v/ere needed for "meditation." Actually , 
they were used for sex and drinking parties. These sources? 
heard from other individuals, whom they believed to be 
reliable, that during the Convention King became so intoxi<« . 
cated that he caused a scene in the housing project, being 
unable to find the apartment he desired. ''■’Some of his 
colleagues had to physically restrain King lest he be 
recognized by some of the tenants and thus jeopardize the 
image of the ministers as well as that of the desegregation 
movement. * 

v Bayard Rustin, in discussing King’s recent trip 
to Oslo, Nch’way, to receive the Nobel Peace Prize, advised 
two acquaintances on December 16, 1964, that he was called 
by Jbhe police at 4:30 a.m. one morning because the police 
had caught a prostitute coming out of the room of A. D. King, 
Martin’s brother; A. D. King attempted to evade the police^ 
by running into Martin’s room. The police accused the 
prostitute of stealing money; however, she claimed she had- 
been paid by the occupant of A. D. King’s room. Rustin 
claimed that-he talked the police out qf arresting the 
prostitute in order to avoid besmirching the reputation of 

100-442529 ‘ ,, sfiSy-j// 
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SECRET ! 

i 

I 

Martin Luther King, Jr.:- 

His Personal Conduct i 

Martin Luther King, Jr. Rustin also stated that members 

of King’s entourage had naked girls running up and down 

the corridors of the hotel where they stayed and that they 

were bringing white prostitutes into their rooms. 

' 

Bayard Rustin, one of King’s key advisors, is 
• a former member of the Young Communist League, which has 
-• been designated as subversive pursuant to Executive 
Order 10450. . 



: NQTE -. 
i 

See memorandum W. C. Sullivan to Belmont dated 
12/21/64, captioned "Communism and the Negro Movement— 

A Current Analysis," TPR:rbm. 


This memorandum is classified ."Top 


n_» jLfi 

UOOX K* 1/ 


•—« *2 rk 


it is an adjunct of the summary entitled "Communism and the 
Negro Movement—A Current Analysis," which is classified , 
"Top Secret" due to. the extremely sensitive sources involved. 
Sources furnishing information in this ntemorandura are also 


considered extremely sensitive sources. 
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t¥f secret 


tip 

V'Ad 


icjjty) ■ ^ \ 

Dr* Leland J* Haworth J 
Director • 

National Science Foundation ' 

1951 Constitution Avenue, Northwest 
Washington, D* C* 1 

Dear Dr* Haworth: 


• • r-t 


1 --Mr* Belmont 
1 -■ Mr* Mohr 
1 -• Mr. Deloach 

BY LIAISON ; 

V 

1 Mr* Sullivan 
1 -■ Mr* Bland 
1 - Liaison 
1 = Mr. Baumgardner 
‘1 - Mr. Phillips ? 
1 - Mr. Rosack.., 'f 


By letter dated December 18, 1964, you " 4 ? 

were furnished a copy of a study entitled '.’Communism 
and the Negro Movement—A Current Analysis." There ■ 
is enclosed a memorandum containing additional infor¬ 
mation relating to the personal conduct of ^artin Luther 
King, Jr. Copies of this document are being furnished 
. to interested officials of the Government. 

0 

The sources utilized ii* the enclosure have 
furnished reliable information in the past and because 
of their sensitive nature the memorandum* has been 
classified “top Secret.” Upon removal of the classified 
enclosure, this transmittal letter becomes unclassified. 


national smvRmr * 


Sincerely yours, 

®p-u 


/00-i/: . < 






GRADED TO 


Enclosure 


A Y 


00-442529 


■Pe r 

Dat e 


® DEO.2$ 

O s PTT mm / 


SEE NOTE PAGE TWO 


=¥// W secret 

r~~Y TPRtjed f, / ^ Jm fr ''// J 

Z=\ (12) ~P X )This document is 'prepared ik rejmdnse•request a^d fsmot fovmi 

.. jiJyif-naUon outside your Committee/ Jlts dse islimv^d to official prmj&aii 

- ~ ,,> n rO 0/«1Q(3[AF Committee and tkerv<qdenityu$ HI jffl disclosed to unauthomed % 

= g v Q.J}.ht (JO Y3m without the expre&$$rovk of MeW. , 

HW-5is45.. D&5HE fl'SEET YPR4}?BT S3 I* LV T* vJ‘ 


W - 

pskemfr- 

Wsj by . 


tSywfy h\k disclosed to unauthonked peJmb 
>£ of ike mi , (V " 

fi ; r___ J J 










SECRET 




/ Dr* Leland J* Hawdrth 


NOTE : 

See memo W* C* Sullivan to Mr* Belmont, 

•dated 12/21/64, re "Communismand the Negro Movement— 

A Current Analysis,” TPR:rbm* 

* V ‘ 

^This letter is classified ”Top Secret”' since 
the enclosure is so classified in order to fully protect 
the extremely sensitive sources involved* 
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SECTOR 


DOWNGRADED TO 



Honorable Hubert H® Humphrey 
United States Senate 
Washington* Q e G® __ 


1 Kr» Belmont 
1 «• ilr o Kolxr 
1 «• lire PeLoach 
1 - Kr« Rosen 

December 21 e 1964 

BY LIAISON 

X «*• Mr o Sullivan 

X -- Liaison t 

1 «" Mr c . Bland. ^ 

X -- Mr® Baumgardner j 

■ 1 - Mr® Phillips 


X « Mr* Rosack 


/ c 


My dear Senators 




^7 d 




1 thought you would be Interested in the 
enclosed study entitled "Communism and the Negro 
Kovr>raent~~A Current Analysis" as well as a memo- t 

randum captioned "Martin Luther King 8 Jr 0 s His ’ 

Personal Conduct" which is an adjunct of the study® 

Copies of these documents have been furnished to 
Interested officials ©f the Government® 

The sources used in the enclosures have 
furnished reliable information in the past 8 and ^ 
because of their sensitive nature* the documents £ Af 
have been classified "Top Secret®". Upon removal-;-? ^ 
of the. classified enclosures e this transmittal ^ ' n] 
letter becomes uncle us if led® /yO^' 

#ti,:srely youss, • „s’ 7® V' 


<? ^ 
. ^ 


This document is pMparedjin response to youifrequest and is not for dissemi- 
-ration outside your ComnlUtee. Its use official proceedings by 

your Cwfnmittee and the cjontent may not &e ffisclosed to unauthorized person*' 
nel without the oppress Approval of the FB\ 


_, ( Enclosures (2) • 

Tolr.cn _ V .. y 

Bdtr.ont __ 

uoh: - V 100-442529 

1/ TPR:lat;jed p G T ; 

as T—y < 12) ' " ' 

. JAN 5 . 1S65 HI 

Sullivan — . V I . 'i ! 

Tavol_ \ J 

Trotter-MV 

Tele. Room_ ^ - 

Holmes __ .__ ___ 

Gandy_ MAIL ROOM I- 1 TELETYPE UNIT I- 1 
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Honorable Hubert EU Humphrey 


NOTE : / f 

Sae memorandum Sullivan to Belmont (i 12/21/64 e re 
"Communism and the Negro Movement-*-A Current Analysis/* 
TPRsrbra, 

This letter Is classified "Top Secret" since the 
enclosures are so classified in order to fully protect the 
extremely sensitive sources involved* * ' 






TOP-SECRET 





pici.Mox: or codZ) 


Vic_ 


'Priority) 


DIRECTOR* FBI (10*0-4-38794) 


FROl-h SAC* NEW YORK (100-14-9194) 


SUBJECT::' COMIMFIL SOLO 
.' IS-C 

/ nn » -jr’i p r.r? N 


*~e*0 ft-* 

_ 7 ._ 


(00: Atlanta) 


Tnere are enclosed zor zn$ Bureau nine copies ox a 

CC^ tC/ ■? - rv/% r'-^s-v-n W _Q-vr r\n 1 9 /l “4 /r\~I 

oneerhlng a conversation between STANLEY LEVIS OH and i4.lF.7IH 


conper/iing a conversation oetween STANi/Ei levisuw ana r L-.r.-i . 
LUTHER'-'KING , JR.* on that date, relating to KING’S planned' 
civillS^sob science orogren. , . . , , * , 

‘ [/'£ / 7 V* ^ 

' * • *V» r» /-\•.*• v.a ^ i ^ -c? ^ 2 ./% r* r* 'r. c v*c o r ot»-: o Q A 7\i , TT'O” * 1717 i QT*'.A* 


w — V — JL ^*Vw3r a WU CU1 .VXaC' *<—■ W J. VOk. j. Cii.l < . _ 

' //- /;■- 4. /•■• - 

The source used to characterize STANLEY LEVISOH is 

SSs- —-.gsar 

•This'LHM -£s classified n Sec£pv('h^pa-fs^ it contains 
information from NY .RSiO.^S* . a § ; c urc£p4f\Vrnisbing highly 
sensitive in f qrrr.aj:iorr-^bout racial matters • in j h&^nlted -•/ 
tares., and Communist influence therein * ~ancfb e cause it . •; • • 

contains a concentration of information from NY 694-S 4: '* V /L'n the. 
characterisation of STANLEY LEVISGH.. x ’ 


^ T V '‘ / *>- * ^ \ /’ * 

si\---r fir* \-- 

v ^ r s. ■~ - u J tv 4V * 


' L L ' \. .. 


Bureau (100-438794) (Ends. 9) (BM) ;.£» A4- /.d >V' 

. [X - 100-5586) (MARTIN LUTHER KING) V, • F ' .(- v ’* ‘ * = 
1 - rev: York :'10C-llllS0; {STANLEY LEVISOH) (4l) • 

1 - dvr York dOOdr^SS) (XARTIH LUTHER KING) (4l) „ • 'Vd 

_ - ..c,- for., y (\l; 1/ 

'K ‘ 5 *s V’nV' 




57‘JAff 


yipwyt'th^.express approval 
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5 - 113 ( 1 - 10 - 61 ) 


Domestic Intelligence D jsion 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 


Bureau telephone call to j 
Chicago 2/23/66 authorized by the i 
Director instructed SAC Marlin ■ 
Johnson to contact Archbishop Cody 
and brief him regarding the strong 
influence exerted on King by his- ; 
key advisors with communist back¬ 
grounds, as well as King’s immora l, 
behavior. ' 

Attached contains results of 
meeting between the Archbishop, 
a former confidential source of 
the &t • Louis. Office, and Johnson. 


BPMjdeh 



t 

This document is prepared m response^ to o//icM proceedmsrs ^ 

nation- outside your be disclosed to unauthorized perse* 

your Committee and the extent may nov . 

Swithout thfi express approval of the tm . 
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F B I 


Date: 


2/24/66 


Transmit the following in 


Via AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


i r~- 

r’ > (£ 

'l r : \ 

I 1: I*.Ir. C?.:*ncr._, 

I | LIr. Calii'han- 

I } ( Mr. Conrad-, 

>1 * Hr. Felt_^ J 

l/1 : *:r. 

-JL- hlr. lloso^yfl. * 

/ : .Jr. Su:l:v/n_* 

> {/ */) > Mr* Tavel_$ 

_/_) v ? '- r - Trotter-j 

/ j ; To:e. Ivoom_: 

_Ll?4Lss. Koiniss-s—J 


\ Hiss Gandy. 


DIRECTOR, FBI 

ATTENTION: Assistant Director WILLIAM C. 


FROM: SAC, CHICAGO 


£>AU, 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SM-C'( Security matter - Communist) 


« f t t 

LIii\ f AN 

O 



00 / 


Re Bureau phone call from Assistant Director 
SULLIVAN -to SAC JOHNSON 2/23/66. f) . 


3^ 2 t 

S'/ ’o J 

"■ 5.52 * 
h ^ 
x.*«» 
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<V) V -to 
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C-x § o 
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O *> 
co ^ t 

^ OS 

1-8:5* 

gi'ltr 

SSgo 

O O grSg 

•e g^'g 
_ o t 5 s 

Jl 

? S o » 


JJ .Today I visited His Excellency, the Most Reverend. 
JOHN Q gQRY. jAr chbishop_of Chicago, at his residence. IVe' 
had a most pleasant visit concerning matters in general, 
during which time His Excellency expressed his very high 
regard for the Dii-ector and the work of the FBI. He 
indicated that he had'had the opportunity during past years 
to cooperate with the Bureau representatives and he appeared 
most appreciative of my visit. He indicated that during the 
past six months, he has tried to become acquainted with 
the various problems which face his church in the Chicago 
area, but that a big part of the six months he has spent in 
•traveling and, therefore, is not as well versed in the 
entire situation concerning Chipago as he would like to be. 

He did point out that he is gravely concerned over 




advised me that he is having problems with many of his 
yo un ; gea**np'f r le st s'" who* 'Become 1 * wef*zp ! .^uOt < ^^me^^^^fhe’l'r 

pre^^t^^ir^^ro^iem 1 for him in giving them .guidance in such 
a way that theyr use good judgment m their endeavors T>ut 
accuse- Hi'Sr ExCal'lehcy' 


*& nce 


of being 


■'3 J- Bureau 
'~1 - Chicago 
MWJ/mrc g 

• (4) a L 




lOn - 


■ M tJ J l 


Approved: 

_Uac 


nj'# 

A*"*--* 


..Special Agent in Charge' 
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sjrri^BJX^iyj^ 

priests become so^involved in civil rightst matters and '‘racial 
matters that ~t!iey'’'i?e*ponfe '“a'’ **£1ttTe*^nn56^^vk^H,e»-;*sd*^:es!fcfeys 

a. *. -: t. — —^v-n-n. A ** 4 -^ ^ \& lu ‘^i ^ « X -t- u ^ 4 « ‘ « kJL ~ lZ'~' A K ^? r • *g -*■£>$>*^ 



j up and i nf 1 ame* ’si t nation s . 

At this point he commented that he was worried 
about the presence of Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING in 
Chicago and stated that KING had visited him here in 
Chicago some time ago. This gave me an opportunity to 
ask him his impression of KING, His Excellency stated 
that this was the first occasion he had talked with KING 
and he was “ not imp ressed”. He stated that during the 
conversation, KING "exhTBixed a very glib tongue and His 
Excellency could not help but question "iils sincer ity . His 
Excellency stated that he felt KING v, r as 'hot~a"truthful man 
and gave as an example that KING agreed that the* con¬ 
versation between KING and His Excellency would remain in 
strictest confidence. He pointed out, however, that the 
press was ‘’conveniently available” outside the Archbishop f s 
esidence upon the departure of KING and KING spoke at 
ength to the press concerning his visit with the Arch- 
ishop, even though the two men had agreed the conversation 
as confidential. 



I then, in strictest confidence, briefed His 
Excellency along the lines discussed with Assistant Director 
SULLIVAN. It was obvious that His Excellency sincerely 
appreciated receiving this information and indicated to me 
that he would be most_circums pe ct in his dealings with KING. 


His Excellency is a very fo rcefu l individual, and . 
from his comments and demeanor, I feel certain that he will 
do everything possible to neutralize KING f s effect in this 
area. 


I feel that this visit was highly productive. He 
has accepted my invitation to visit the Chicago Office. He 
gave me his private telephone number and asked that we 
stay in very close touch on matters of mutual interest. 



Bureau will be kept advised of developments. 


2 - 
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Domestic Intelligence Division 


INFORMATIVE NOTE 

3/12/64 


Date . 


J 

By memorandum March 4, 1964, it 
was recommended and approved 
that on a|confidential basis we 
advise Father O’Donnell of 
Marquette University of the 
background and general activities 
of King. Attached is Milwaukee*s 
letter reflecting the results 
of the contact with Father 
O’Donnell. 


i 






> S 


r.. 




/ 


This document is prepared in response to your request and is not for dissemi* ■ 
nation outside your Committee. Its ds limited to official proceedings by 
'your Committee and, the content may nett be disclosed to unauthorized person*' 

nef'Without the express approvab of the FBI « , , 
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DNITED STATES GO ANMENT 

Memorandum 


FROM 


s 


Director, FBI (100-106670) 


date: 


j 

tect: 


SAC, Milwaukee (66-922) 

0 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SM-C J? e c \Ari H’y M<xife r~ C, oyw 


s /i Mr. ?oison!!L — 
/ C\? 

J Mr. MchrT_ 

j Mr. Casror._ 

DoVirfSL- 
' Mr. Evans_ 

5 'Mr. 

I Mr. TaveL—^JT 

• Mr. Trotter_ 

t Tele. Room_ 

5 Miss Ho.rnes_ 

j Miss Gandy_ 


Re Bureau telephone call 3/6/64. 
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Upon receipt of the Bureau telephone call it was determined 
that Father EDWARD J. O’DONNELL, Chancelor, Marquette , 

University, was in New York City for that day and the 1 

succeeding weekend. He was contacted personally by me on - 

Monday, 3/9/64, upon his return and a summary of the information 
furnished in referenced Bureau telephone call was orally related 
to him. 

Father O’DONNELL stated that he did not know how he could f 

adequately express his gratitude and that of the University 
for helping them to avoid a situation which obviously would 
have proven tremendously embarrassing and that the timeliness 
of this advice could not have been better since the committee 
which cosies academic awards was rneetin, later the same da y 

In this connection Father O’DONNELL advised that the awarding^ 
of an honorary degree to KING had been approved by the committee 
and -an invitation extended to him for a date in June which KING 
was unable to make because of conflicting commitments. In such 
a situation. Father O’DONNELL related, the committee usually 
tables the matter with the possibility of considering it again 
for a subsequent occasion. He stated that he, Father O’DONNELL, 
had been opposed to awarding a degree' from the University to 
KING since he disapproved of the tactics employed by KING in 
accomplishing his objectives and that of his group, but he 
was not in possession of other derogatory information concerning 
him. j 

Father O’DONNELL again expressed his appreciation for the } 

I Bureau’s handling of this matter with them and assured me / 

that as long as he had anything to do with the matter KING //- 
would not be further considered for such a degree.,. l «JEte> # --of" > '' 
course, agreed to keep ther'contact in compiete'~cbnfidence. 

«TN- Rffi-3 

A2,rBureau ( 100 -l 096 jiZ^t___-——'< Jy* » U . . 

1-Milwaukee (66^922) ft s' i\' ^ ^ 
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UKlTESt STATES GOVERI ™ 

Memorandum 


Mr. W. C.' Sullivan^ date: March 18, 1964 


FROM 


subject: 


Mr. F. J. Baumgar 


1—Mr• Belmont ^ 

1-Mr. DeLoach l 

1-Mr. Callahan c 

1-Mr. Sullivan 
1-Mr. Baumgardner 

1-Mr. Gurley 


Tolson__ 

Belmont _ 

U _ 

Casper __ 

Colluhan _ 

Conrad _ 

DeLoach _ 

Evans _ 

Gale- 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan _ 

Tovel _ 

Trotter - 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes_ 

Gandy . 


iCUMA 




.COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 1-Mr 

.NEGRO .QUESTION 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
'INTERNAL SECURITY - C"" .. ””"“ * 

l c*~ 


Prompt, imaginative and aggressive action, tempered with * 
the knowledge that full security is.Jan absolute necessity, has 
resulted in preventing Martin Luthef^King, Jr., from receiving"'an\Ojf 6 
honorary degree from Marquette University. Within 15 minutes afte^ 
receipt of Atlanta letter 2-18-64 advising, that negotiations were 
underway for Marquette to confer upon King an honorary degree on 
3-6-64, the supervisor of captioned matter,.Seymor Frec«)phillips, 
brought to your personal attention the Atlanta letter with an urging 
that immediate steps be taken to prevent the action by Marquette 
provided it could be done with full security. 

_ 

Subsequent negotiations between us, Assistant Director 
DeLoach and SAC Baker oj£ the Milwaukee Office developed that the 
Chancell or at M aruuettd. Father Edward J.^Ot*Donnell, is a very 
cId’sV contact of the Bureau and one who could be trusted with Bureau 
[information given him. Supervisor Phillips prepared my memorandum 
to you 3-4-64 setting out the background in this matter and pointing 
out that the Director had received an honorary degree from Marquette 
in 1950, thus further indicating the necessity for taking positive 
steps to head off the action being contemplated by Marquette relative 
to King. 

With the Director*s approval, we telephonically briefed \| 
SAC Baker of information concerning not only King’s communist *| 

associations but his moraldegeneracv as well and authorized Baker 1 


to furnish to Father O’Donnell, orally and_in._the ..strictest_ of_ 

confidence, the necessary Information*^! 67- J (p & 

•j It was gratifying indeed to review Baker’s lettered the 
Director 3-9-64 advising of his contact with Father O’Donnell who 
expressed his appreciation for the Bureau’s handling of this matter 
and assuring that as long as he had anything to do with the matter, 
no further consideration would-be given to King's receiving an 
honorary degree from Marquette, bwv ^ _ \ II L 


100-3-116 


LTG:pw 

7 *£ itt 


* Wf, A 


T%is document is 
nation outsifitful 
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DeLoach to Mohr Memo 
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 

I told the Senator I preferred not to speak withOr. Olds aboulthis matter and that I 
wanted him, Senator Saltonstall, to know that under no circumstances should this infor¬ 
mation be attributed to the FBI. The Senator assured me that he would treat our infor¬ 
mation on a confidential basis; however, he might possibly have to take Dr. Olds into 



his confidence. 




* 

i 


,i 

is 


I had been back in my office approximately 30 minutes when Senator 
Saltonstall called me. He stated that Dr. Olds was in his office at the time, having 
dropped by as result of a trip to Washington to work on the President's poverty program. 
Senator Saltonstall inquired if I would see Dr. Olds right away. I told him that I was 
tied up on other matters and it would be impossible. He next inquired if I could see 
Dr. Olds at 8:00 a. m. on the morning of 4/8/64. I told Senator Saltonstall I couldn't do 
this inasmuch as I had a commitment to attend a breakfast meeting of a civic group. He 
then closed the conversation by stating Dr. Olds would call me and arrange an appoint¬ 
ment. I asked Senator Saltonstall if he had disclosed the remarks made during our 
previous conversation to Dr. Olds. He stated that he had inasmuch as he wanted to make 
it absolutely certain that Reverend,,King,dld_not.appeamat.Soningfield^Qoli ege. I told him 
that under the circumstances then that I would see Dr. Olds. 


; Dr. Olds, after making an appointment, came by my office at 4:00 p. m., 
4/8/64. He opened the conversation by stating that he fully recognized the necessity to - 
keep the information concerning King in strict confidence. He stated he.wanted us to 
know that he would maintain this confidence and would not advise anyone of this informa¬ 
tion. - He pointed out that he had been very shocked when Senator Saltonstall told him of 
these facts and had insisted that Reverend King be prevented from makingjjhe^ cp^mme nce- 
ment address aLSpringfield College. Dr. Olds,'who imp'ressed~me”as b"eing a very * 
sensible, inte 11 igeht“individua:I7’'sthted that due to the fact that he will keep this informa¬ 
tion confidential, it would be impossible for him to "uninvite" King to,.make,-the,ap p i ear- 
. an ce-at-Sp run gfieldC oHege,. He stated that the "liberals" on his Board of Trustees 
would probablyteamfium to bits if he new cancelled Kin gfs appearance . I told Dr. Olds 
at this point that any action he took in this regard was entirely up to him biit that no 
information was to be attributed to the FBI and that we were to be kept strictly out of 
! this matter. He stated he fully recognized this fact and no one would ever know that the 
FBI had given Senator Saltonstall this information. Dr. Olds did say that he would take 
immediate steps to prevent Reverend King front receiving an honorarydegree. He said 
he wanted to think abourtiie possibility of ^r^diitmfiii^ngTrom^mqking the add ress but 
t this step of the game he did not see how it could be done. 


Dr. Olds expressed a desire to shake hands with the Director some day. 
He indicated he had issued the Director two invitations in the recent past to receive an 
honorary degree and make the commencement address at Springfield College. However. 
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DeLoaeh to Mohr Memo 

Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. • ! 

I \ 

\ 

the Director’s schedule had caused him to not accept these invitations. I explained the 
Director’s heavy schedule and the fact that he was reluctant to leave Washington while 
Congress was in session. 

Upon leaving, Dr. Olds assured me that no information would be released 
and none would be attributed to the FBI. I told him that we, would, of course, deny any 
such information had been furnished. At this point he advised me that, of course, his 
main reason for coming to the FBI was to determine if we could suggest any course of 
action he might take. I told him we could suggest nothing, that any action taken was 
entirely up to him. 


ACTION: 


For record purposes. 



- 3 - 
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OPTiONAl fO*M NO. 10 
MAT 1962 EDITION 
GSA GEN. REG. NO. 27 ■ 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Jps*' 

. Mr. Belmontt/^ 


FROM 


Mr. W. C. 


intinve: 


1 - Mr. Belmont®^. 

1 - Mr. Mohr rfVd 
1 - Mr. DeLoach / 

DATE: 11-7-64 




l¥^n 


SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


JI T 1380-S* advi sed 
to Chicago orTTi’-8-64 “anST^S: 
hotel,. 


1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - F. J. Baumgardner 
1 - S. F. Phillips! } 

1 - J. F. Bland,/// ? / \ 


De||SnJ£ 

CoS per- 

C^jpihan- 

s^"Evcns_ 

/If* SuLlivcn- 

/* Tavel- 

Trotter- 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes- 

Gandy —•*_ 


)u 4/mkn. 


'&N% 


W 


According to the information it is expected that King will 
\ entertain girls in his hotel room. SAC Johnson of Chicago, made a check 
and determined it would not be possible to assure full security in any 
!/ effort to provide coverage of King's hotel room while he was in Chicago. 
SAC Johnson suggested that Sand;yVSmith of the "Sun Times” Chicago, an 
excellent contact of the Chicago Office be alerted to King's presence 
at the Chi^ca go.-Shex ato n^hot.eX in order that Smith might determine if he t 
could develop sufficient facts to cause an expose of King. y'A'.t v 

- j !• ' Yv 

, Mr. Wick advised that Sandy Smith of the ”Sun Times” is an v 
i excellent, discreet; reliable contact of the Bureau. After consideration 
of this matter with Mr. Belmont and Mr. Wick, SAC Johnson of Chicago was 
told to go ahead with his suggested contact with Sandy Smith alerting 
him to King's presence on November 8, 1964, at the Chxcago^She-na tQruh.o r tje,l . 
SAC Johnson was instructed that heshould insure Smith throughly under¬ 
stood that action taken by him would be on his own responsibility and ^ 

that it would be necessary for Smith to dig up his own information. V* 

Johnson was told that the Bureau cannot and must not be tied into this 
matter in any way. 

SAC Johnson stated that he would personally handle the matter 
with Smith and would absolutely ins,ure that the Bureau, did not become. 


SAC/johnson advise 
concerning any developments. 


JFB:epj 

■ < 8 > Va// 


advised that h & would keep the Bureau informed 




BEfe.102 


// : / 


5~-Z0 


T dt°zs g &% r dissemi . 
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Mr. Belafont^ 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Deloach 


12/11/64 

1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Sullivan - 
1 - J. F. Bland 

Airtel 1 — F. J. Baumgardner 

1 -* S. F. Phillips 

To: SAC, Albany fiEC-’Q PERSONAL ATTENTION 

From: Director, FBI (100-106670) 

MART ilT LUTHER SIRS, JR. 
j SECURITY MATTER - C . 


Enclosed is a copy of a letterhead memorandum dated 
12/4/64 at Atlanta, Georgia, which reports the possibility 
that Governoi^^ ie3^3WRo^afe3J>ea^Q£ M Ke^..Yor^* t ^^!^^!^^ fc J<g 
persOh&i contribution. of., as much as_a, quar€©^millioir-..dpilars 
t£T~th^cWiT^U^ts^mbyement. anC^haf fSe. ’c^tr^outdon^may - ije 
mads to~l!artin^^ther3ang^^.«sii^w 


Also enclosed is a copy of a tw Fop Secret” memorandum 
dated 12/3/64 which summarizes information revealing the 
communist influences on King and the fact that King ,is—a, 
moral- dege nerate..., Note particularly the caveat to the effect 
that the ”Top Secret” memorandum is not for dissemination 
, outside the Bureau and is to be used only for oral briefing 
purposes. 



{ o 

r*' 

<2 

k 

1 —i 

& 


s 

CJ 




Q 


You are instructed to immediately personally contact 


§ the ”Top Secret” enclosure. The. purpose of your briefing of 



Tolson — 
Belmont _ 

Mohr_, 

^/teLoach . 

Casper_ 

Callahan . 

Conrad__ 

Fvans__ 




/ It must be clearly understood that your briefing of 

Cornelius and his briefing, in turn, of the Governor should be 
on a highly confidential basis and the identity of the Bureau 
as the source should not be volunteered by Cornelius to the 
Governor, If it becomes necessary to identify; the-Bureau as the 
source to the Governor, it must be with the understanding that, 
the Governor will under no circumstances identify the FBI as 
his source. \i QvC j \/ 1 j »• «i *84 

ru, *■* THta • &<>pa%meni -is ^pr0ar^k\ in xeM)rmt to your requeit andJs not for Msperrri- 

•' SUreS naiobrr outside your Committed ] y&LBse is limited fo official proc&fdWgs byf 


:- i w-ri g 

Trotter_ ' 

Tele. Room * 1 \ 

Holmes _I?\ 

Gandy 

JAN 5-1! 


mmittee and the contemf may not be dgSdlMsed to unauth(M^4d persfifi*- 


the express approval of the FZJ/V^i 


MAIL ROOM I 


TELETYPE UNIT I 


W 


NOTE PAGE TWO. 




Airtol to SAC, Albany 

EE: MARTIN 1STHER KING, JR. 

ICG-108870 


This matter should be given espeditions attention 
and th© Bureau promptly advised of the results of your 
contact with Cornelius and of any additional information 
you may ever, in the future, receive from Cornelius concerning 
this matter* After your briefing of Cornelius the enclosure 
should be returned to th© Bureau, attention Assistant 
Director William C. Sullivan* 

NOTE : 

Memorandum from Mr* Baumgardner to Mr. Sullivan, 
12/8/64, (original attached) noted several courses of action 
open to us which would result in Governor Rockefeller 
being apprised concerning King* The Director approved 
the course of action whereby we would.have former SAC Cornelia 
orally brief the Governor* 



l) i - ,; Mi if’ 
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-OSA GIN. REG. HO. 27 

’ UNITED STATES GC ™MMENT 


Memorandum 

TO : 

W. C. Sullivar^? 

FROM : 

E. J; Baumgardner 

SUBJECT: 

MARTIN LUTESR KING, JR. 


mma\ 


SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


XXj 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
I - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 

DATE: 12/S/S4 

1 - Mr. Rosen ' r 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - J. F. Bland 
1 - F. J. Baumgardner 
1 - S. F. Phill^ps^' > s 


Tolson — 
Re^onC- 

my—r 


Callahan- 

Conrad- 

Evans - 

Gale- 

Rosen 

Sullivan?—— 

Tavel—... X — 

goiter -I- 

‘ £ele. Room . 

'Holmes- 

Gcndy - 

1 „ * 




.ATJL379-S* has advised that on 12/3/64 Martin Luther ,% ^, 

King, Jr V^l! , 

Harry W achtel . Thev -:d-ls!ieuss.e-4T£vnr -invli..a.tioil3?lix ; Qh . had been , hMM i 4 


Harry Wachtel . Thev .^d.isasaasae,dfr-^: hgd b r e.en ,. hKY$ 
rece.iyed~hy^'King from„Governor_Ugjson^R6cice£eXXer of ^New3brk 

to have/lunch- lv^%L > a:mfeer^v--^W#ehfeeiv; ^e.li,e-y,es that 

the Governor ^ay^^5 fc 'thly"o^^S‘i6h”^~^^^S^gra-aag.ec »pers pnai.'. 
contribution to 'the <^ivi‘f~i i i J feTit's"“1ir6v‘^meia“twand that. it-jnOH*1*d* be 


was decided that •t&ii.-’bni v’g&pnbaA fan 

oa the side'“Of t$r#.ngtlia-^eno-hr h 
a figure to warrant tlh^, j&t£p tb, an d .Kin g deci ded 

to have King .meet. with. Rockefeller kan either*,12/1.7 or iG/Sl ii/ , 
New York" City or to work out some ‘Other .date for a/private^Xunchj 

We know that in the past King has been very friendly 
with Rockefeller who has been a firm supporter of King and 
activities in the civil rights movement. We checked with our 
Albany Office this morning (12/8/64) and find that the Bureau 1 s 
relations with the Governor.are most friendly and that the , f \ 
Governor has been cooperative with the Bureau. V7 .) 

OBSERVATIONS: ‘ OC 


* It is believed that we should consider taking steps 

v v £ to orally brief Rockefeller, on a confidential basis, so that 

'V v he may be fully apprised as to the communist influence on King 

\v^ \ and King’s moral degeneracy. Such briefing may well change 

j Ro eke f e 11 er ’ s intent ions j £? in fact he has such, to don ate a 
m v\X large sum of mone,v ^o^ojrX fhrouglx_King.. There appears tobb~5^ 
sk ^ R* reason wny suen action would work to the Bureau’s detriment 
H ...y‘ in any way; more likely, it would probably be received by the 
/ Governor with much thanks on his part; We have considered the 

\ r\f following courses of action, listed in order of preference, any 

!*•> b ^ one of which would serve to implement the suggested action. 


| ^ ^ Enclosure. 

10^1066$) This doeu 

.wr p«cRj nation ou 

,3FP: jad f Mnour Com 
\- ( 9 ) witho 
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Memorandum to w. C. Sullxvan 
From F. J, Baumgardner 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER Kim, JR. 
100-106670 


(1) The Director may desire to personally telephone 
Governor Rockefeller and brief him. 

(2) We could have either Assistant Director Malone 
(SAC of the Hew York Office) or SAC Bailey of the 
Albany Office, acting as a personal representative 
of the Director, meet with the Governor and orally 
brief him. 


& V < 
M M i 

s' t 


(3) We could have former SAC Arthur Cornelius, who 
is-head of the Hew York State Police, orally brief 
the Governor. 





7 (4,^. We could have a responsible third party who is 

very influential with Rockefeller, such as New York*s 
former governor, Thomas Dewey, orally brief Governor 
Rockefeller, . 

RECOMMENDATION : s ^ 

That the Director consider orally briefing Governor 
Rockefeller, on a confidential basis, concerning King. Attached 
is a memorandum .containing necessary pertinent information 
which may be used in an oral briefing of Rockefeller should 
any of the above considered courses of action be decided upon. 


<& 


v'V 


y 
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TOP SECRET 


December 3, 1964 


MARTIN LUTHER ICING, JR. 


Martin Luther King, Jr., has for some time been 
maintaining a close liaison with both present and former 
members of the Communist Party, USA. For example, King 
has been receiving guidance and counsel and relying greatly 
during the past few years on Stanley David Levison who is 
a long-time well-indoctrinated communist and was as recently 
as July, 1963, a member of the Party. Most of King*s 
principal advisors are individuals v/ith subversive backgrounds, 
King has continued his association with some Party members 
notwithstanding advice to him, King, .about the communist 
background of the individuals involved. 


Oln addition, information_from_confidential and 
re1 iaD_le^s^ousces3Iexp0s^^5Sni^S^iS5rora^^degSreHa^eT^ 
Ai^'hough^CA4igwi-s^awparr4ed^man^wA-t4ww£ajm.i Ly^and ,,is a 
preacher^of.^tlie^GQsne.lTv^h&^has^beengscarrv.i-ng^o n,.extra marital 
relations with sever^aXl women^.^He^has.-.also r .engaged. during 
the past ye dr, in sex orgies marked by acts oi^per^ers ion 
between, 

in these orgies have been jass.Q Ciat.es.^ f.^his fin^the’’Southern 
Christian, .leadership .Gp^^r^ce^whicbr^^gani^a'tilp^ire^iJekds. 
Some of these individuals are alsp^ r cler43^A e] ^* 
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\iA G<N. «0. NO. 77 , 

UNH'ED STATES GOVERNMENT 


laum 


MR. W. C. SULLIVM_a' ; ; 

"./U 

MR. J. F. BLMlWV;- / , ■ 

.- 'JC^P 

MARTIN LUTHE38TKING, JR. 
SM - C 


DATE: 12/12/64 

1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Bland 
1 - Mr. Parkis 


ToJ.JOI:-. i 

Belmont__ * 

Mohr_. 

DoLou ’h-* T' 

Casper-| 

Callahan-I 

Conrad-- | 

Evans - 

Gale---j 

Rosen - 

Sullivan-- 

Tavel- 

Trotter-- 

Tele. Room-- 

Holmes- 

Gandy - 


■'"'N \ is / ' / 

kK'i 0 - * 


Vernon H. Bailey, SAC, Albany, called the Bureau at 8:20 P.M., 
12/12/64 and talked with SA Charles A. Parkis, Extra Duty Supervisor, 
Domestic Intelligence Division. SAC Bailey advised that he had received 
a memorandum from the Bureau requesting him to furnish certain information 
concerning Martin Luther King, Jr. to Governor Rockefeller through Arthur 
“ <us - Jr - 

SAC Bailey determined that Cornelius is traveling in Florida and 
not expected to return home until after Christmas. ^ John A. Roche and 
John J. Me Guire. both former Bureau nff-ie-i als, are connected with ILc 
New York State Police; however, SAC Bailey does not believe they are 
close enough to Governor Rockefeller to consider furnishing the infor¬ 
mation to the Governor through either of them. 

SAC Bailey recommended that the information be furnished either 
directly to the Governor by himself, Bailey, or through Sol Neil Corbin, 
who is legal Counsel to the Governor and with whom Bailey is well J 

acqu ai nt e d. Bufa-tes—cont-ai~n -no-inf ©rm>at ion~lden^i-f--i-a-b3re—■\vi^hr-S©4r-Ne-Hr v 
-Gor-b-i-n-.— , Do a jt>-t i ) • 

f 

ACTION : 

SAC Bailey stated he will £ake no further action concerning this 
matter until he receives further instructions fromthe Bureau. . 

n fa 

CAP:cop , (,) C' LA' iJi ,uf . 'fatu 
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1 - S. F. Phillips 


SAC, Albany 

Director, FBI <100-106670) 

babtih hjsess‘bbb, je. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 


12/17/64 

PERSONAL ATTENTION 


EeBuairtol 12/11/64 and your telephone call to 
the Bureau 12/12/64. 

For your information former SAC Arthur Cornelius, Jr 
has been contacted directly bp the Bureau and it 'will therefore 
be unnecessary for you to make any contact with him relative 
■ ' to the matter discussed in reairtel. 


You should 
containing sensitive 
was forwarded to you 


return to the Bureau the memorandum 
information concerning subject which 
by reairtel* 


| 

i 


SFPijad * 
<4) 


NOTE? 


Reairtel instructed SAC Bailey to contact 
Corneliusi Bailey phoned the Bureau to say that Cornelius 
was in Florida. Cornelius subsequently telephonically 
contacted by Assistant Director Sullivan and the necessary 
action taisen. Bailey was instructed in reairtel to return 
to the Bureau a memorandum which he was to use for oral 
briefing purposes which memorandum is of no further need 
to Bailey. 
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.UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


f fyr tQsc^i . 


FROM 


Mr. Belmont 


A. Rosen 


date: 11/20/62 


njkyCpct _ 

flfallahcn , 

Conrad_ 

DeLoach . 

Evans _ 

Gale _ 



W t Rosen _ 

C/c u ^ an 

Ml. 

£ Tele. R< 
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An article has appeared in the "Atlanta Constitution,” Atlanta, Georgia, 
on 11/19/62 which article was taken from the "New York Times. ” In the article, 
Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr., stated he agreed with the report written by 
Howard Zinn issued by the Southern Regional Council concerning the recent racial 
situation in Albany, Georgia. The report referrred to criticized the work of this 
Bureau in relation to the Albany situation. King has stated among other things 
that "Agents of the FBI in Albany, Georgia, sided with segregationists. ” 

There are no facts to support this and It is noteworthy that the comments 
by King would appear to dovetail with information which has been furnished to this 
Bureau indicating that King’s advisers are Communist Party (CP) members and 
he is under the domination of the CP. '. . M ,, 'i 

: 

King is the President of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
and it should be noted that on 10/23/62.a communist infiltration investigation of 
[this organization was initiated. (100-438794) 

{ ■ ' i?' 

DETAILS: 

' Cr • ^ * 

The "New York Times” quoted King as stating he agreed with report 
issued 11/14/ 62 by the Southern Regional Council that the FBI had not been vigorous 
in looking into denials of civil rights in Albany and the surrounding areas. ' He , 
stated "Agents of the FBI in Albany, Georgia, sided with segregationists." "One 
of the great problems we face with the FBI in the South, "according to Reverend 
Mr. King, "is that the Agents are white southerners who have been influenced by 
the mores of their community. To maintain their status they have to be friendly 
with the local police and people who are promoting segregation. Every time I 
saw FBI men in Albany they were with the local police force." It should be noted 
there are five Agent's assigned to the Albany, Georgia, Resident Agency. One is 
from Indiana^orie is from Massachusetts, one is from New York, one isJrom 
Minnesota and ope is from Georgia./r£^. jj| / •"'/ C. -'At I [0Jlf 

157 - 6 JgSCWSOm 0 ' c£s{. 

J - if -ed in res&>nsf$Q m? miff \ s 

i -kkII u - - J id)wcdtbn(mi'&Mvoam Committee. Its use ts limited to official proceedings by 
1 - Mr. Mohr \ cp^^mee tl^Jcbntent 7PM, not be di sclosed^ to unauthorized personr- 

1 ! ^ g ea: ^^ ss approval of the FBI. . 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: RACIAL SITUATION 


Howard Zinn, the author of the report for the Southern Regional 
Council, was mentioned in my memorandum 11/15/62 and has been the subject 
of a security investigation by this Bureau (100-360217). Zinn was reportedly 
a member of the CP from 1949 through 1953 and attended CP meetings during 
that period. Zinn is a historyjprofessor at Spellman College in Atlanta. It 
was the second slanted and biased document written by Zinn on the Albany 
situation. 
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Reverend Mr. King is the President of the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference who arose to prominence during the 1955 - 1956 
successful boycott which ended bus segregation in Montgomery, Alabama. 

He has been active in Negro segregation matters since that time. 

Ni=694=S^ r -a~top-lavel-infor.mant, has-adviseddhaLStanley Levison, 
a "seer et"GP-memb.er,,^sent wor L dLtojGus*HaH^€r^|^pd®Cretary, CP USA, 
during"Febl*Q§3 ; yf 5 l§627 ! 'that King is^a^whole^g^tlid a fa ^^st Jdlo4iad^.tudipd,,. 
itHDelieved~in«ifc^^ He^elinnofowhowevjer, publicly espouse 

it LeV^^^^DL^fii&ob-iate' 

DirectoiuoLthe^SouUiermlDEffispSiLeadership Coirfarende^Md^^actiydly 

^iat organization. 1 

■>—J*' 1 ™ 

j~ The-New^ork-representative-of-t-he^Soufii^rrTChristian Leadership 

I Conference-is-Hunte^EittsjPiDall^^heKwas^^tedjinderwa^P^udonym^ Corneilus 
James,~to4he»NationaLCommittee^of^the-!6'P"USA~in**3De>Gember, 1959. On^/7/62 v 
James^-acfesomthgjn^di^o^fJ^i^^ ^^Ld” ^toM^^94^a^a^ arti^T^ttributed' : 
to Kmg-in^he^/g^S^iasue^fe^^ ly^NS trom 1 magazine was actually written by 
0 , BeH.<»^hesariticle^wa^^apap5eU7“ T, Fuml5rfii^'nd:he^New»Er.ontierf A ^nd purports 


invelved^imthe* 



to«be-a-reporLon^.CiviLRigh^_| 

femm 

| N¥-694-S* advised- 




^US A-fonGtionarv, had 

commented-that-Stanley L eviso n byjce ason of-h^a^.oaiation,with ithe J^rtin 
Luther-King Moyement~wa-s~doing the most A imp^tant«work-4nr’Ure ;; ^P*S*that 
time.. -Harris stated-?"The~par4y~hars the Ke'medy-s*inaits a pAGket^sinee the 
Kennedy’A'dmimsferation^is^p©MtiCall.y r dppenaerit upqmKing. ThiS* = w3s a fdfitished 
todheJ^te w Hpju§^^dJ;pJhe^ttor^^*General'“orr5/4/ 62. 1 

N¥^ r 86^*-"advised on -8/7./ T 62 that while-imconver^ ation w ith O’Dell, 
x Levison asked'hpv^tKihgs^ere^in-AlbaiiyT' Georgia. O’De-lLr-epli'e^hat- there 
^ ^was a~leadersMp % problem*down-there”and'’tKihgs"C'ould"get-quite disorganized 


^ \ if ”puriL,staff was not there. 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: RACIAL SITUATION 


' to m A.44&OET 

On 9/10/62 |N3^3#80^S£I advised that ^A4e»aft4^0j0^f-^feat-dat^ 
Clarence Jones, a member of the Labor Youth League in 1954 (a cited organization) 
and Levison were discussing burning of churches in the South, both expressed the - 
opinion that King should not be silent in this matter but should send a hot wire to . 
"Kennedy” expressing his indighance at the Government’s failure to control one 
small community. This was furnished to the Attorney General on 9/11/62. 

RE COMMENDATION: ; 

Consideration has been given to contacting King to straighten him out; 
however, this seems undesirable in view of the above facts and it is recommended 
he not be contacted. 


The background inform if or regard? 
been furnished to the Department. 


rding King- J.evison and 7!inn has 


p o 

^ r Nothing^wouM g _seg "New York Times” 

or theJIA-t-lanta^CQnstitutionlLa &Jve o bviously^annot^dv^them^ackground data 
we-pos sess^onHhe^GB^influence' dflQng. . 


The Department and the Attorney General have been publicly 
criticized on many occasions by King and yet they are cooperating with him. 


It is recommended t hat the Liaison Section of the Domestic Intelligence 
Division bring King’s comments in the article to the attention of Staff Director 
Berl L Bernhard of the U. S. Commission on Civil Rights and point out to him rk 
that there is no basis in fact for King’s remarks and in addition point out that 4|p: 
the 5 Resident Agents assigned at Albany, Georgia, are from northern states aljid 
one is from Georgia. / 




ACTION: ^ 

That this memorandum be referred to the Domestic Intelligence Dr 
for appropriate handling. / 
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PD-3S0 (4-3-62) 


(Mount Clipping in Space Below) 


Dr ^ King Says F. B.I. i n Albany, Ga 


Mr. 'Tolson __ 
ij Mr. Belmont- 

| Mr. Mohr_ 

M M>\ Casper... 
Mr. Callahan 
T.tr. Conrad 

?r r . n-.. - -i 

Mr. 1*1 vans . 

% 7 tv. Orb . - 


Favors Segregationists 


| ;A?cms;of the FederarSu^auf ‘of police brutality in SSreoun?- 
F«'f Investigation jn Albany, Ga.,! iing counties ” 

;;' !e ™ th 2! ie scgreg-ationists,, ; He said that members of the 
. e Rev. Dr. Martin Luther : Albany Movement had reported 
hlnr Jr. cnarged here yester- «,ami 


! King Jr, charged here yester- 
| day. 

j For that reason, the 33-year- 


, ; these and other instances of in¬ 
timidation, but the F.B.I. had 
i done nothing 1 . 


* w ‘ c uo-.yccj.i- * aone nothins:. 
fid integration leader declared,! £ « T - tf . 

vio F.B.I. has not done an ef-! convinced, he said, 


V::o F.B.I. ha s not done an ef-! ...fw Si fSEJSfv 1 * he , sa l dj 
I fective iob in investifratin**! ! that the perpetrators could be 

:i boatings and other intimidation (mined Effort >. there was a deter ' 
:of Negroes who have been, ■ L: ® '’ . 

i pressing for racial equality in * ur * Kin » sa: d he agreed with 
| the southwest Georgia city. | a report, issued Nov. 14 in At- 
! The Justice Department ini ~y the Southern Regional, 

j Washington declined to com-l IP 0Uncii : tile F.B.I, had not 

j.ment on Dr, King’s remarks. I * in looking into 

I! Dr. Kinsr, *a leader of the! civu nghts violations In Albany* 
11 Albany Movement, made thef aua . suri ' 0 dnaing areas in 
j i assertions during an interview* Georgia, 
t hi the robing room of River- * , 1X1 report, Leslie W. Dim- 
side Church, where he had just ” ar » executive director of the 
preached a sepmon. Some 3,000 council, asserted that the Ken- 
persoi-s filled t*.e sanctuary and n edy Administration had done 
overflowed into Christ Chapel ^otteng to* protect Negroes’ 
and the Assemvly Hall to hear Constitutional rights in the de- 
him. ‘ . segregation dispute. 

During the interview, Dr. T Aske d if he thought President 
King said; * Kennedy should have taken 

u “One of the great problems ] stronger action in Albany, Dr.* 
hwe face with the F.B.I. in thffl .K^g replied: ; \ 

I South is that the agents ard '*fl **■ think.the President ma^ej 
t,*--——---it *$oiae very strong statements) 

Southerners who hkvej [ -,I1 *K 

■ >en influenced by the more? staring the Albany crisis, but it! 

the community. To maintain! would have been good if he had" 
jj thoir status, they have to bej tremendous influence 

jinondly with the local police to bring about negotiations. 

:j*md people who are promoting “He could have brought the 
( *• g rogation. leaders of the two sides to 

i ••Every time I saw F.B.I. men Washington, and served as a 

, n Albany, they were with the mediator, as he has in labor 

«be iZ police force.” disputes.” 

| Points to Jailin-s ^ Dr * King said he thought Mr. 

T , .. Kennedy might stiU do this, be- 

,* ba . n y P° hce > led by cause the situation in Albany is 
* Laurie Pritchett, have in stalemate. The City Commis- 

i; hundreds of Negroes and sion does not want to meet with 

v/h ? protested on the the Negro leaders, he said, and 

segregation, Dr. the Negro leaders are as deter¬ 
ging pointed out. imined as ever to bring about; 

He said the Federal Govern- [general desegregation, | 

shoUlc ? consider assigning | “If something isn’t donp” bJ 


preached^ sepnon. Some 3,000 
persons filled c*.e sanctuary and 
overflowed into Christ Chapel 
and the Assembly Hall to hear 
him. 

During the interview, Dr. 
King said: * . j 

,i “One of the great problems J 
-we face with the F.B.I. in thffl 


thing now,” he said, ^ “so that- 
when the decision comes, the 
community will prepare itself: 
for the transition.” j 

Dr, King indicated that inte-( 
grationists placed little hope in 
the lower Federal and state 
courts in the South because 
most of the judges tended tpj 

r avor segregation. ! 

Scores Southern Judges j j 
j “We have been held back be [\ 
cause of the appointment byi 
President Kennedy of segrega-j 
tionist judges,” he said. “This 
is tragic, because the higher 

*—! Jl ,1 _ --X -t-it-* I 

X’ CUCi<xi LUU1 .Lvi 

.cause of integration. In Missis-) 
sippi, we don't have a single | 
Federal judge who will render’ 
a decision in support of civil' 
rights.” 

In the Southern Regional 
Council report, Dr. Howard 
Zinn, the Atlanta history pro¬ 
fessor fWho prepared it, criti¬ 
cized Negro tactics in Albany. 
He commented that, although 
*the Albany Movement was now 
a year old, there had been vir- 
tually no tangible results of the 


* W ^ f —^ 

1 1 pcuce force.” disputes.” 

I’olnts to JaUinjrs ^ Dr - King said he thought Mr. 

T , ... Kennedy might still do this, be- 

A »bany police, led by cause the situation in Albany is 
...«f Laurie Pritchett, have in stalemate. The City Commis- 
; 1,:;n ” reds of Negroes and sion does not want to meet with 
: v/h ? protested on the the Negro leaders, he said, and 

segregation, Dr. the Negro leaders are as deter- 
xvmg pointed out. mined as ever to bring about; 

He said the Federal Govern- [g ene ral desegregation, 
r.-< r.i should consider assigning | “If something isn’t done,” he 

•V « 5 ly from outside lsaid > “another tension-packed 

...» -.ouih, who are at least in »crisis will develop in Albanv” 


“.gre-cment with the law of the 

K an PAI. man agrees \yith 
■he can’t hone^tlv 
,v * ;^ti\oiy investigate,” 

* r ivx.g declared. 

*V*:.o.h Negroes have not 

* roughly handled by the 
-w..ce m Albany itself .he^ssad, 


The Albany Movement, he 
pointed out, has filed an omni-I 
bus suit in Federal Court! 
against segregation in the city’s S 
parks, the^ horary, the buses,: 
taxis, and lines outside theaters. 
The precedents indicate that the 
appellate courts, if not the trial) 
court, will order integration, he 


*. i * , j ^.»—-j, uj-uci -Lm.egra.uun 

re been “a great deal) said. 

" —-- Pre sident can do some- 
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(Indicate page, name of 
newspaper, city and state.) 


21 NEW YORK TIMES 


Date: U/1?/62 
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Editor: JOHN B. OAKES 
Title: MARTIN LUTHER KING 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, ’ 

INQUIRY FROM CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM STANTON (R. - OHIO) 
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By letter dated 4-17-67, Congressman Stanton wrote 
the Director asking if he would have someone stop by his office to • 
furnish him information for his personal edification concerning the 
background and philosophical beliefs of Martin Luther King; He 
says he has always tended to "take with a grain of salt,some of the 
literature, that has accused him (King) of being a known Communist, 
adding that there is no doubt in his mind that Kang is being used by 
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Congressman Stanton began service in Congress in 
January, 1965, and was re-elected last November. He was contacted 
in 1965 under our program to meet new members'of Congress and 
exhibited a friendly attitude toward the FBI, commenting he has a 
number of friends in the Bureau. The Director has exchanged 
correspondence with him on one prior occasion concerning a speech 
^invitation. * • - 

1 - j* King’s recent prominent role in anti-Vietnam 

^.demonstrations has renewed interest in his political beliefs. 

^ Rowan wrote an article which appeared in the April 14, 1967, 
of the "Evening Star" concerning the reputed struggle going on among 
the advisors for King. This article states thah "Key members of the 
House and Senate have been told by the FBI that King is listening most 
to one man who is clearly more interested in embarrassing the United 
States than in the plight of either the Negro or the war-weary people of 
Vietnam." This article was reprinted in the Congressional Record of 
April 17, 1967. 

RECOMMENDATION: - 

That a representative of your office personally contact 
f Congressman Stanton and explain to him that we can neither confirm 
i nor refute the rumors about King due to Departmental orders 
[ holding information in our files as confidential. // 

1 - Mr. DeLoach ~ ’ • > 


V _r 


t-y- 


1 - Mr. Wick 
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i. WILLIAM STANTON 

1 !th DISTRICT. Ohio 

I • 

1626 LoNGWORTft Building 
Washington, d.C. 20515 
PHONE: 225-5306 


!}i N nk" 



Ccmare££ of tlje United Htsteg 

Hot&e of &epr££eiitatibe£ 

i 

SdlaSijmgioii, 53.C. 20515 


17; 1j6> | 


1 Mr. Ty** •; ^ 

! Mr.'ivl.o;,.': 

i Mr. M--.hr __ 

;i (- 1 ) i’. MrTV.ick ^ 

I) 11 • •/, Mr.Ca, ; vr_ 

70r ;l Mr. Cal!ah _ 

} j? i J \ Mr. Conrad _ 

■||l Mr. Fell_ 

If'V ' 1 Mr. Gale_ 

Ij ■ !'i Mr.!Rose.-^_ 
|r i ; -ifr/ Sullivan_ 

U "SjiVT^vel_ 

j iir. Trotter_ 

! Tele. Roo—_ 

I Miss Holntes _ 
i Miss Gandy_ 


Mr. .T. Edgar Hoover , j _ 

Director . j [-■ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation / 

Washington, D. C. . ' . 

Dear Mr. Hoover: _ • 

• O 

As you well knot;, the ’name of Martin Luther Kina has 
been very much in the news the last couple of wed^s^ I7e seems - 
to be the center of conversation of most everyone I have come in 
contact with, both publicly and privately,. 


f. if > 


In order to satisfy ny own curiosity, I was wondering 
? you could eive me an idea of the Bureau’s knowledge as to his 


' N 
, k- 


uo.yivv.i.u^iiu .rtiiu miiiubuiuiiuu ucucis, i nave juuttys i.umicu lu 

with a grain of salt some of the literature that has accused 
him of being a known Communist. There is no doubt in ny mind that 
he is being used by them, ^ . 

■H 

[ I desire to have this information mainly for my own 
personal edification. If you could have one of your fine 

[ legislative representatives stop by some day rather than write to 
me, this would certainly suffice; however, any way that is most 
convenient for vou would be fine, . [f 


It was my pleasure to be President of the Class of ’49 ;; 
at Georgetown University. Many of my classmates joined your f 
y fine organization. You also have an agent from my home town 

of Painesville, Ohio, working with you in Washington, Victor V. 
Shaffer. - < 

Thanking you in advance for your cooperation-, I am 

ipjls _ ' Sincerely yours, IfYtO 


/ . f - 


p VJO'-T* 




Sincerely yours, 

(Sx/zfcjJ 

William Stanton 

v A s - ■} 


wy/op~\o< : &yo~Qm^ 

This document is prepared in response to your request and. is not for ayssern^* — o*-- *—~ ——— 

ration outside your Committee. Its use is limited to official ‘proceedings by JA 

your Ccmmitteej and the content may not be disclosed to unauthorized person* APS^i/o iok? 

nel without the express approval of the FBI . f / P* y " jyjl 
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5*113 ( 1 - 10 - 61 ) 


Domestic Intelligence Div.- .on 

INFORMATIVE NOTE 

nnlp 3-8-65 _ 

Attached reports on the 
, briefing concerning Martin Luther 
’] King, Jr 0 , which was given to 
. Governor Volpe of Massachusetts 
by SAC Handley, pursuant to 
Bureau instructions* This is 
relevant to the planned Martin 
Luther King Day in Massachusetts 
4-23-65* 


!FP:skw 
n> , 


a l 


* ‘ * . •' 
This document" is prepared m response to your request and is not 'fop : dpscm&*. 
nation outside your'Committee. Its use is limited to official proceedings by 
your .Committee and the content may not be disclosed to unauthorized person^ 
nel without the express approval of the FBI . : - 


G : j 
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Transmit the following in 


AIETEL 


F B I 


Date: March 5,' 1965 


(Type in plain text or code) 


(Priority or Method of Mailing) 


/ Tolson^C^- 

// ,\f / Mv. Hrlmorft.—~ 

if {Mohr 

yy c jvt/ pt. Toa&K^. 

f I nfclCaspar - 

I Mr. CalViaa .. 

I Mtf Cor:va»l - 

I Ufr. Folt . ; .™J 

Uo. 

-|VV Mr. S4$3n-— 

Mr. Taw! J.- 

| Mr. Trotter 

_j Tele. Room- 

I Mias Holmes- 

_J_JMiaa.Qaa<!fc=r 


TO; DIRECTOR, FBI 

FROM: SAC, BOSTON (66-82) 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER"KING 


T'f’/fe. 


./•£ 


ifTi ■" 


-Hw v . 


Re Bureau phone call from Assistant Director WILLIAM C. 


SULLIVAN, March 3, 1965. 


On this date I saw Governor JOHN VOLPE of Massachusetts 
and upon his complete, unqualified agreement that he would not 
disclose the information and would never attribute it as coming 
from the FBI, the material relative to KING as suggested by 
the Bureau was given to Governor VOLPE. The Governor’s immediate 
reaction was that he was concerned that^this thi ng had g ott en 
t oo far off the ground for him to be in a ^posit ion to" do anything 
about iL g* However, he imjnedTately^IiTdac'aTeS'^^t^Tiei;' in 'alT—- 


| about it / However, he immediately indicated that he,” in aiT—• 

| probability, would be out of the city or certainly on the j 

* basis of some reason, unavailable. ., I 

The Governor was most appreciative of receipt of the in¬ 
formation and indicated that while he did not know at this par4i 
ticular time what, if anything, could be done he would do'whatever 

I he could, diplomatically, to play this thing 'down. He further 
indicated, however, that so many of the clergy of various 
denominations and other peopl'e of political stature are behind 
this affair that it would be ^ctxos ^ely,, difficult to »j^adL,t&i§ 

* -a ff - air -~ j £o-r—ICIN G.. do wn but repeated he would certainly do whatever 

^ ^ 

" 1 -Boston .r^-1^ / “ 1 t 

Mi :mOW PU n.f ' s MAR 8 1965 

\ /|pp?«me«{ is ared4n-~response to your request'and is not 
■0 p. v l j . / r,nation outside your, Committee, Its use is limited to -official proceedings by 

J / yorif Committee antii the content may wtifoe disclosed to unauthorized person- 
y\l v< zj,*1 




^Approved: 


ndi! without the express approval of the FBI • 


| Hi# 55245 / -bpqld = 32 ^ 8 9§B?ctc| a 4®e#iin Charge 
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The Governor added that he would certainly retain 
this information and anything concerning KING in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts in the future within his' control 
would be certainly stopped. 
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DATE: April 14, 1967 


'..FROM 


SUBJECT: 


1 - Mr, DeLoach 
1' - Mr, Wick f r 
1 - Mr. Sullivan \ 

1 - Mr, C. D, Brennan 


» omon__ 

DeL.oachl^L- 

Mohr_ 

Wick_ 

Casper_ 

Callahan_ 

Conrad_ 

Felt_ 

Gale__ 


Ixrtei_ 

Trotter- 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes_ 

Gandy _ 


cfT10M*rfb*M NO. 10 JOtO-lOi 

MAY 1942 SOITION 
C|SA GEH. iil G. NO. 27 

UNITED STATES GC RNMENT 

'Memorandum 


Mr. W, C. Sullivan 


C. D, Brenna 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


PURPOSE 


The purpose of this memorandum is to recommehcN 
that either Assistant to the Director DeLoach or Assistant 
Director Sullivan he approved to personally contact and Y 
brief Governor Nelson Rockefeller of New York concerning » 
the communist influence on Martin Luther King, inasmuch as 
King is to meet shortly-with Governor Rockefeller and King’s 
communist advisors hope to take advantage of the forthcoming 
meeting to.influence events in Latin America along communist 



f-f . 
r 1 d\ : j 
\nW' 


BACKGROUND 


A Last week, through we iearnea xnax a*' 

S tanle Yrhevison, the concealed communist who is Martin 
Luther King’s"chief advisor, was in contact with an 
associate to whom he disclosed that he had recently talked 
'to Rockefeller. This apparently is Governor Nelson Rockefeller 
^of New York because Levison said the discussion concerned -' } 
’Venezuelan iron ore deposits about which Rockefeller enter¬ 
prises are negotiating with the Venezuelan Government. ; 

4 . 

Levison also told his associate that Rockefeller 
was disturbed about Martin Luther King’s position on Vietnam 
and wanted to meet King to discuss it. Levi son tol d his 
qontact this_ v pleased him because it woulU^giye - Kingthe 
opportunity to present to Rockefeller King’s views on’Latin 
' .America_ L which he feeJLs has the potential of becoming the 
n,ext .Vietnam. According to Levison, King wanted to use the 
opportunity to advise Rockefeller on the steps that should 
be taken in Latin America supposedly to avoid this. /Q£ir*f? 

.# m- fi o d -do £> (, 7o '<2% 

CDB/pcil^ • SEE ADDENDUM PAGE THREE.' 

^ \ - CONTINUED — OVER 
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Memorandum to Mr, W. C. Sullivan 
Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr. 
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The following day, April 6, 196 nQ* the same source 
advised that Levison was contacted by Harry/^Wachtel about 
King's meeting with Rockefeller. As- you kno\v, Wachtel is 
King’s other close advisor and Wachtel alsojhas had past 
comm uni st aff ilia 1 t.ic?ns. Wachtel t oTcTICevisonT^hat^arrange- 
, meini s" had been made to have Martin Luther King meet 
\Rockefeller on either April 22 or April 24, 1967. 


OBSERVATION 


Martin Luther JKing has clearly become merely,,„a 
puppet ._iiL_tiie_hands.„o;LJL.evis.on,„apdJtecbte 1. . He rel ies o n 
bot h th ese individuals more, than anyone else and they 
currentl y are directing most of his 'activities and shaping 
most, of' hl s p ub,i.ifi ii spea<?hes_a way, that.gpe4~straight 
hpwn^the, communist^i.pe. These two men have guided King 
to" a position whereby they are attempting to make him not 
o nly the ackn owledged, ie.adei.- of 22 million Negroes 

p oy;. is he accepted leader.. of, .the. vast ant i-war effort in 

the^country. Tomorrow, f or examp le, King will play the 
most ’prominent role as the spokesman for the peace protesters 
in the demonstration in New York Cit^r. His recent vicious 
• condemnation of the United States in a public speech shows 
] how much of a communist puppet he has become and illustrates 
I the danger he represents in the hands of the scheming communists. 

Now Wachtel and Levison see an opportunity to 
•project the communist line further into Latin American 
activities through King by attempting to have King influence 
Rockefeller in his thinking. T he d ang er i n this is„that 
Rock.e f e 1 ler-wihrough his vast Latin American!holdings,, is 
yery influential - in Latin,. American affairs,*., and if _he buys 
w any..-b.f!. v King ’.s_ideas theyxwill_.de f.initeiy...represent.Jthe 
. commu nist,ideas of Levison. aphte 1. 

/ ^ 

Qn th e sjurface Wachtel is a partner in the lav/ 
firm of Rubin, Wachtel^ B"aum~and Levine, 598 Madison Avenue, 

New York, New York, a very large and influentia l law fi rm. 
Levison on the surfaceis^Ehe owner and operator of the 
Park Management Realty Company, 1841 Broadway, New York, 

New York. Both of their past communist affiliations have 
•been well concealed and today neither of them ostensibly 
have any connection'-with the Communist Party; nevertheless, 
from our experience tiiex... r epresent two of„„the,.most-dedicated 
and dangerous communfsts„,in _the country. 

CONTINUED — OVER 
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Memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
fee: MARTIN LUTHER KING,jJr. 


' Once previously, in December, 1964,I King 'had 

\ occasion to have dealings with Governor Rockefeller arid 
I we arranged to have Rockefeller briefed by former Special 
JAgent in Charge Arthur Cornelius, Head of the New York 
|State Police, concerning Levison’s influence on King and 
King * s „ immoral, nature. father Cornelius did ^no±. make \ 
piuch of ’an f i , mpression..or.Rockefeller/chosejfor_.reason of \ 
political expediency to ignore it inasmuch as we. learned 1 
j.h ^'Octo ber 1965 that Ro ckef e 1 lerjgave King a ^25,jOOQ J ■ 
idonation, spoke... in King’ s chur.cK'ixuXtlan.ta.^...and-had 1 

^dinner 'with King’s ather and.^his family. 

D& sp,it ft - iixis, the„^al^~aiie-l^io_Ji,igh~J-it.what 

I is involved in the cur rent forthcomi ng m eeting wi th.King 
an d Rockefeller^ for us not to do something to prevent, jthe 
CQra^iists fr dm. JLnfluencihg~Rockfefeller^thyoughlKing. It 
is believed that we should again "make an effort to brief 
--JtockGf© 1 Isp y not only sib on! King, bn! nlso in. nogsmd. !o 
the backgrounds of Levison and Wachtel and that this time 
it should be done personally through either Mr. DeLoach 
\ or Mr. Sullivan, either of whom could handle this discreetly, 
\ prudently, tactfully and in a manner which would insure 
Jthat the FBI’s interest would be conifcletely protected 
‘and assured. 

' -RECOMMENDATION 


That the Director designate either Assistant to 
the Director DeLoach or Assistant Director Sullivan to 
handle this as outlined above. 




ADDENDUM: 4/14/67 


- WCsfec 


chs: 


We should not ignore this situation. The stakes 
are too high. I think Mr. DeLoach is the logical selection 


to handle this assignment. If it is not to be 7 indirectly, 
it should be done through a second person, who has great 


influence with Rockefeller. 
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By William Chapman 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

The Bev. Dr. Martin Luther 
King Jr. said yesterday he 
foresees the need for'a “mas¬ 
sive education** campaign 
against the war in Vietnam. 

In a television interview, 
the Negro leader who led 
thousands in a New York anti¬ 
war^ rally Saturday said the 
education mission should pre¬ 
cede any civil disobedience 
' measures, which he said he 
does not now advocate. 

lie aisu as2>ei tcu that the 
U.S. involvement m Vietnam 
has diverted attention from 
civil rights and “excited vio¬ 
lence and hatred among our 
people.” 

[After the CBS “Face the 
Nation” interview in New 
.York, Dr. King told reporters 
he believes 10 U.S. cities are 
“powder kegs** that may ex¬ 
plode into race riots this 
summer. * 

[Among those cities he list¬ 
ed are Chicago, Cleveland, 

Los Angeles, the Bay Area of 
California, including Oakland, 

New York, Newark, N.J., and 
Washington, the Associated 
Press reported. 

[He expressed specific con¬ 
cern for Southern cities, say- 
• ing, “We haven’t had any riots 
in the South yet and condi¬ 
tions are intolerable down 
there.”] 

The Johnson Administra¬ 
tion’s hostility' toward the 
antiwar demonstration was 
expressed in another televi¬ 
sion interview by Secretary of 
State Dean Rusk. On NBC’s 
“Meet the Press” (WBC), Busk 
said such demonstrations may 
have the effect of prolonging 
the war^uerarrse North Viet- 


ampai^ 
ucation. 

K-<5 


/ham’s leaders might interpret 
them to mean widespread op¬ 
position to a continuing U.S. 
involvement. 

Rusk also said he does not 
doubt that “the Communist i 
apparatus is very active” in! 
promoting dissension, but em-j 
phasized that he does not con- J 
Isider all demonstrations to be 


i Communist-inspired, 
i In discussing the future role 
I of the peace movement, Dr. 
IKing said “something must he 
done on a much more massive 
] scale to oppose” the war. 

“I do not at this point ad¬ 
vocate civil disobedience,” he 
said. “I think we have to do a 
lot of groundwork in missive 
j education before that. T have 
,only urged young men to study 
j their possible status as con¬ 
scientious objectors. And there 
is nothing evasive or illegal 
about this.” 

Dr. King’s aides say he plaits 
extensive speaking engage¬ 
ments in his anti-war activi¬ 
ties and that he probably will 
yvork through a peace group 
known as Clergy and Laymen 
iConcerned. 

v “I have only said that the 
fervor of the civil rights! 
movement must imbue the! 
peace movement to make it’ 
stronger,” he said. • 

He 'called on the Admin¬ 
istration to admit that “mis¬ 
takes” had been made in in¬ 
volving the U.S. in Vietnam, 
but said he would not single 
out President Johnson as sole : 
ly to blame. Four Adminis¬ 
trations led this country into 
the war, he asserted, because 
the country has been too long 
obsessed with fighting conrj 
munism. 
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By David S. Broder and 
f. \ William Chapman 

Washington Post Staff Writers 

Dr. Martin Luther King 
Jr.’s dramatic bolt into the 
* American peace movement 
has provoked a long, secret¬ 
ly waged struggle within the 
civil rights coalition, engag¬ 
ing political forces ranging 
from the radical left to top 
Johnson Administration cir¬ 
cles. 

At stake is the prestige 
and influence of the inter¬ 
nationally famous Nobel 
laureate, the direction of 
growing anti-war crusades, 
the future of the civil rights 
movement, and, some feel; t 
the course of presidential ' 
politics in 1968. 

Dr. King’s apn^rance 
yesterday New York’s 
peace rally was the focal 
point of long debate. Even 
| . some advisers who urged 
him to speak out on the war 
in Vietnam opposed his 
sharing that platform with 
representatives of the New 
Left and the lar-out Old 

I Left. Other friends cau¬ 
tioned against submerging 
civil rights in any part of 
; the peace movement. 

In Washington, Admin¬ 
istration officials privately 
siiggCffiUbjtt Dr. Ki ng leaped^ 
headlong intp peace cam- 
* ffidgns.. pa rtly in search o f 
money and headlines for Ills 
Southern Christian Leader- 
' ship Conference after suf¬ 
fering setbacks in last year’s 
Northern civil rights drives. 

* Some of his long-time ad¬ 
mirers complain he is just 
terribly naive. 

Through a turbulent 
' month of soul-searching, Dr. 
King himself was uncertain 
about tactics but never 
about the basic issues of at¬ 
tacking the U.S. war pol¬ 
icies in Vietnam. To one and 
all, he maintained he has a 
moral obligation to de¬ 
nounce the war. 
s He was under heavy pres- 
i sime.iimoderates , to dis- , 
1 avow the radical left who 
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vian^UJum to pla ce all.the 
war blame on the U.S. and 
to merge unequivocally the 
movements for peace and 
civil rights. 

Yesterday he did that, say¬ 
ing “I am not absolving 
Hanoi nor the Vietcong of 
their-responsibilities” and “I 
have not urged the mechan¬ 
ical fusion of the civil rights 
and peace movements.” • 

That declaration—which 

drew boos from some ex¬ 
tremists in the New York 
throng—placated his more 
moderate critics within the 
civil rights movement and 
the Demo cratic Part v, bu t it 
did not end their appYgff^* 
sions aboui the trend of Dr. 
King’s activities. 

- His personal involvement 
in the peace crusade began 
iii a Petersburg, Va., foot¬ 
ball stadium one steamy 
night in July, 1965. Before 
2000 sympathetic Negro 
listeners, he called for a 
negotiated peace in Vietnam 
and said he might adapt 
techniques of the civil rights 
protest to the peace move¬ 
ment. , “The long night of 
war must be stopped,” he 
declared. 

Threat Forgotten 

The threat of peace action 
was temporarily forgotten. 
Dr. King talked of corres¬ 
ponding with North Viet¬ 
nam’s Ho Chi Minh, but 
aides say he never did. In¬ 
stead, he took his Southern 
Christian Leadership Con¬ 
ference into Chicagos ghet¬ 
tos and Cicero’s white neigh¬ 
borhoods in the summer of 
1965 and suffered a serious 
defeat. 

The new -chapter opened 
early this year, with Dr. 
King in Jamaica brooding 
and writing a book while 
one of his closest aides, the 
Rev. James Bevel, moved 
full-time into the peace 
movement as organizer of 
the Spring Mobilization to 
End the War in Vietnam. 

According to one SCLC 
assistant, the Rev. Andrew 
Yeung, Dr. King’s ambiva¬ 
lence really ended in Feb¬ 
ruary when fighting re¬ 
sumed after the Tet, or 
Vietnamese lunar New Year, 
truce. “He got very hopeful 
&LLing-ibe bombingj^MSkl* 
Young said. “There seemed^ 
Page 97 


toedac^-a^naood for negot ia- 
tions and de-esc a 1 ation. j 
Then everything began to 
break down and Dr. King 
got very depressed.” 

A Constant Struggle 

From the moment he re¬ 
turned to New York until 
his speech April 4, Dr. King 
was the center of a constant 
struggle among his friends. 

, Bevel kept the peace issue 
constantly in front of him, 
urging his leader to speak 
out strongly against the Ad¬ 
ministration and, most im¬ 
portantly, encouraging him 
to take a leadership role in 
the Spring Mobilization. 

Yoiing, as usual, was on 
Bevel’s side. He believes 
there is a “sort of moral dis¬ 
integration in this country 
now” and it has smothered 
the civil rights fervor of the 
early 1960s. “What does it 
mean when one kid is killed 
in Alabama when the head¬ 
lines eAdil the killing ui 900 
in Vietnam?” he 
asks. % j j/Ti t 
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The two ypung-jninisters 
asserted that 'Dr. King had a 
moral obligation to speak out 
on the war. Little progress 
will be made in civil rights, 
they suggested, so long as 
the Nation’s attention is 
focused on Vietnam. 

One of Three ... . a 

This' seemed to be Dr. 

. King’s own feelings. To 
; many friends he offered 
this line of reasoning: He 
is one of three living Negro 
Nobel Peace-Prize winners. 
One of them, Albert Lut- 
huli, is under house arrest 
in South Africa, and the sec- 
' ond. Dr. Ralph J. Bunche, 
is prevented from speaking 
out because of his position 
as Undersecretary for Po¬ 
litical Affairs at the United 
Nations. Only he, Dr. King 
asserted, is free to open a 
debate on Vietnam. 

I But other close advisers 
were giving Dr. King a dif¬ 
ferent view. Moderate lead¬ 
ers argued that .open en¬ 
dorsement of a peace move¬ 
ment could cripple the 
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J^iESgtJMeck, L.l.,jumeag$ 
and split publicly on the war 
issue, with Young opposing 
a “mixture” of the civil 
rights and peace movements* 
Late that night, Dr. King 
called Young at home. The 
two men argued until 3:30 
a.m. Dr. King said he was 
disturbed at their falling- 
out and insisted that as a 
clergyman and citizen he 
had a moral obligation to- 
attack the war. 

Young, in reply, was blunt 
and tough. He told Dr. King 
that his world-wide influence 
was not as a theologian. He 
had influence, Young # said, 
because of all the little peo¬ 
ple who believed in him and 
marched behind him in civil 
rights movement. It was not 
right to- use that influence 
for some other purpose, 
Young declared. 

Tactically Wrong 

Furthermore^ 1 ^ argued, 

, Dr. King was tactically 
wrong in telling people that 
domestic social programs, 
such as anti-poverty proj- 


Inen f n ; v n rights It ects, would necessarily con- 

wo U u S ld turn away ihote white »"*-’* to suffer because of 

liberals who have support- war spending. The people 
ed his marches but who who are hungry should not 
have different opinions on have to wait until the war is 
the war ! over, Young said. 

var ‘ * But Dr. King had de- 

'Monolithic Movement . termined by then to involve 

furthermore, they pointed himself in the peace drives 
but Dr King, as the most and the only open question 
visible *and populac^civiL was: How? The crucial is- 
ft^^gpbkesman, could not sue was whether he should 


se parat e himself irUJiga&&' 
lnr^ftsEIousness from the 
civil rights movement in 
general. * 

* “We are looked at as a 
monolithic movement,” said 
one leader, “and when Dr. 
King speaks out personally, 
it creates problems for the 
whole movement.” 

Ironically, one adviser urg¬ 
ing caution was Bayard Rus : 
tin, a veteran pacifist as 
well as civil rights spokes¬ 
man who once was director 
of the War Resisters’ League. 
Resorting to a reverse-twist 
argument, Rustin recalled 
that he once had been told 
by the League’s officials that j 
he could not spend time on 
civil rights and continue as 
pacifist leader. 

King-Young Split 

One crisis erupted early | 
in March during an anguish- J 
ed telephone conversation 
between Dr. King and Whit¬ 
ney M. Young Jr., executive ; 
director of the National Ur- J 
baftJU&gue. Both .Jiadjap- 
peared one evening iDelonf ^ 
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sue was whether he should 
cooperate in the Spring 
Mobilization rally that took 
place ypstprday, ^ 

Ranged against Bevel and 
Young on that point were 
most of Dr. King’s older ad¬ 
visers. The Saturday rally/ 
they argued, was open to 
anyone, and its supporters 
included groups far to the 
left, including the American 
Communist Party. There 
would be avpwed sympha- 
thizers of the Vietcong in 
the crowd;. U.S. officials 
would be denounced as Nazi- 
like warmongers; President 
Johnson would be pictured 
as a murderer of children. 
True, more moderate peace 
groups would be there, but 
the radicals with their Viet¬ 
cong flags would attract 
the news media. Dr. King’s , 
involvement would mean a 
severe setback for civil 
rights, these advisers 
warned. 

The internal arguments 
led to an evening-long dis-. 
c qssiom on e Sunday 
W. 82d Street apartment of 

Page 98 


Lowenstein, a 
wealthy young liberal "Tar¬ 
ver who is on the board of 
Dr. King’s SCLC. 

Among those present were 
the Rev. Andrew Young; 
Norman Thomas, the Social¬ 
ist leader: Dr. John C. Ben¬ 
nett, president of the Union 
Theological Seminary; Rus¬ 
tin; Lowenstein; Harry H. 
Wachtel, Dr. King’s attorney, 
and several others. 

The discussion—amicable 
and statesmanlike” accord¬ 
ing to one present —ranged 
over all the issues—i 
Spring^ltfobilization rally. J 
Coffeewas served ^ anc^Jj ie 
advlsers^bfoke up into small 
groups. Dr. King retired 
alone to another room for 
private soul-searching, then 
* emerged later to say he was 
still undecided. “I will have 
to deal with it in my own 
conscience,” he told the 
group. 

As an Individual 

Actually, several present 
recalled, Dr. King seemed 
already to have determined 
the "course he ultimately 
would follow. He would 
: speak at the rally as an 
| individual but he would not 
i officially become a sponsor, 

| hoping in that way to dis- 
l entangle hftoself from the 
left-wing groups. 

(However, in advertise- 
, ments for the march this 
week, the sponsors’ names 
were merely listed at the 
bottom while Dr. King’s pic¬ 
ture and his quotation de¬ 
nouncing the war appeared 
prominently, giving the 
impression that he was the 
major promoter of the 
rally.) 

The rest is public history. 
Two weeks later, Dr. King 
went to Chicago and called 
the American involvement in 
Vietnam “barbaric” and “a 
blasphemy against all that 
America stands, for.” On 
April 4, after one last talk 
with his staff, he made the 
Riverside Church speech, 
accusing the U.S. of being 
the “greatest purveyor of 
violence in the world today” 
and urging youths to avoid 
} the war by becoming con¬ 
scientious objectors. 

Greatest Crisis 

That attack provoked the 
j greatest crisis in the civil 
| rights movement since the 
| ei Xiergeflce of the ./‘B lacky 
l^PoweF radicals in 1965T 


fights 

\Vere reluctant to bring the 
quarrel into The open, but 
finally concluded that si- 
Ignqe would Indicate assent 
" in Dr. King’s arguments and 
open up a stream of criti¬ 
cism. 

Whitney Young declared 
; that civil rights and the war 
should be kept separate. He 
added: “The masses of Ne¬ 
gro citizens we are commit¬ 
ted to,serve and who have 
given Negro leaders the in¬ 
fluence they have, have as 
their first priority the im¬ 
mediate problem of survival 
in this country.” 
b The NAACP accused Dr. 

' King of making a “serious 
" tactical mistake” in attempt¬ 
ing to join the peace and 
civil rights movements. 
Even Bun che, from h is nosi-^ 
t?5ir3ftrfe U.N., called on Dr. 

J&&g^£uabandon 
ment or the other. 

Reports flourished over 
the weekend that Dr King 
was seeking a reconciliation 
meeting with the other civil 
rights leaders. 

iie let ii oe Known mat he 
did not anticipate a physical 
merger of the peace and 
civil rights movements. He 
stepped away from radical¬ 
ism by signing on as co- 
chairman with a respected 
group of moderates called 
the Clergy and Laymen 
Concerned About Vietnam. 

But reconciliation seemed 
difficult to arrange. The 
peace campaign had exacer¬ 
bated long-standing rivalries 
between the minister from 
Atlanta and such moderate 
chiefs as Roy Wilkins of the 
NAACP. “I don’s think Wil¬ 
kins was grieved at having 
a chance to take a poke at 
King,” said one civil rights 
leader. 

Left to Others ■ 

The task of rebutting Dr. 
King was not left to the 
civil rights leaders. Top- 
ranking Democrats, includ¬ 
ing White House officials, 
.sought to counter his im¬ 
pact on both Negro and 
white communities. 

Even before Dr. King’s 
Chicago speech, on March' 
17, a group of Negro- news¬ 
paper publishers went to 
the White House to present 
President Johnson with a 
citation for his “courage in 
t he pur s u it of ju stice .and 
freedoinTor all men? 1 " U mfe 




peceive4^M££ . 

ings, including one on Viet* ' 
nam, from White House I 
aides. f 

Louis Martin, the Negro j 
deputy chairman of the 
.Democratic National Com¬ 
mittee, got busy on the 
phone, calling publishers, 
Negro ministers, labor lead¬ 
ers, and others with audi- 
** ences they could reach. 

Martin's arguments were 
reflected in a spate of Negro 
press editorials noting the 
civil rights gains under the 
Kennedy and Johnson Ad- 
. ministrations, urging sup¬ 
port of the Negro troops in 
Vietnam, and observing that 
the Nation’s only Negro 
Senator, Republican Edward 
W. Brooke of Massachusetts, 
had switched to a pro- 
Administration position 
after a trip to Vietnam. 

Martin told influential 
Neeroes that the High Negro 
re-enlistment rate is an ef- I 
fective rebuttal to Dr. King’s 1 
-contention"that Negro serv¬ 
icemen are being exploited 
*'^&Jb£Jtopressive” Vietnam 
struggle. 

*J3^M£UoMartin was. thus 
attempting to counter Dr. ! 
* King’s arguments, high Ad- I 
ministration officials were 
giving inquiring reporters 
their own version of Dr. 
King’s motives. 

Out of Money? 

The SCLC, they suggested, 
had run out of money and 
Dr. King had* grabbed onto 
the peace movement in 
hopes of replenishing the 
treasury. 

Rustin, who remains close 
1 to Dr. King despite a differ¬ 
ence of views, says flatly 
that this charge is untrue. 
“I’ve never known Dr. King 
to take a position that would 
help him bring in money,” ! 
1 Rustin declares. 

Administration officials al- ’ 
so expressed concern about 
radical influences on Dr. 
King’s staff, and said this 
position will damage the 
already-shaky prospects for 
civil rights action in Con¬ 
gress this year. | 

The extent of that damage I 

is debatable. Sen. Philip A. I 

Hart (D-Mieh.), manager of « 

the Administration bill, says 
“You’re darn right the 
King speeches hurt. They 
shouldn’t, but they have. 
People who disagree with a 
inan^on^ne issue vara. 
inclined to go along with 
im '55245" Bod'd,: 32989661 


hirr*-saj3&fc£rs. Pr o afraid a n 
influential voice has been , 
lost.” 

‘As an Excuse’ 

But Clarence Mitchell, 
head of the Washington bu¬ 
reau of the NAACP and the 
most experienced of civil 
rights lobbyists, says, “Those 
who are hostile (to the bill) 
will certainly use this as an ; 
excuse, but at this stage, j 
the fair-minded members of j 
Congress look to the kind of j 
statement that the NAACP j 
board made as reflecting the * 
views of colored people gen- i 
erally.” ' 1 

Both sides concede that 
chances of passing any kind 
of open-housing legislation 
this year look gloomy now. 
The chances had never been 
bright. 

‘Peace Candidate’ 

Of equal importance, in 
their view, is the ammuni- 1 
tion they say Dr. King un¬ 
wittingly provided for oppon¬ 
ents of the war on poverty 
and other domestic welfare 
programs by his statement 
that the U.S, “would never 
invest the necessary funds 
and energies in the rehabili¬ 
tation of poor so long as * 
adventures like Vietnam con- 

..n.n^ . u » 

Of greater long-range con¬ 
c ern to th e Democrats and 
their liberal allies are the" 
intimations that a merged 
•peace-civil rights - coalition 
could use Dr. King as its 
candidate for President on 
a third-party ticket in 1968. 

“It’s more and more re¬ 
mindful to me of the coali¬ 
tion around Henry Wallace,” 
said Joseph L. Rauh Jr., 
liberal Washington attorney 
and a leader of the anti¬ 
communist Americans for 
Democratic Action. 

“New Left” political 
groups in New York and 
California have talked pub¬ 
licly for months about en¬ 
tering a “peace candidate” 
in next year’s Democratic 
presidential primaries. 

Last month, the liberal 
California Democratic Coun¬ 
cil, composed of 30,000 vol- 
unfeer^ctu b members ^ voted 4 
to consider supporting such 


*w£ap4iciate if 
'Johnson refuses to change 
his Vietnam war policy. 

Following Wallace? 

Rauh, recalling how ADA 
was formed to fight the 
Communist - manip u 1 a t e d 
“Progressive Party” candi¬ 
dacy of Henry Wallace in 
1948, said he sees Dr. King 
on the verge of making the 
same mistake Wallace did. 

“He thinks of himself as 
a bridge between those who 
believe in our system and 
those who don’t,” Rauh said. 
“To my mind, that is an un¬ 
bridgeable gap,” Rauh said. 

'How serious is the pros¬ 
pect of a Dr. King “peace 
candidacy” in 1968? The evi¬ 
dence is ambiguous. One 
civil rights leader outside 
Dr. King’s circle describes 
him as “a sitting duck” for 
such a proposition. Another, 
closer to Dr. King, thinks, 
tfeiatM^would refus e to. have 
any part,of a movement that 
included Communists, Tet 
alone one dominated by 
j tnem. 

The NAACP’s Mitchell, 
skeptical of the organization¬ 
al ability of Dr. King’s sup¬ 
porters, thinks the appeal 
would be mainly to the “in¬ 
tellectual ^t 5 T pes” and would 
not penetrate the -ghettos, 
where Democrats receive 
large majorities in presiden¬ 
tial elections. 

W h e r e I live,” says 
Mitchell, a Baltimorean,” 
“nobody has heard of the 
New Left.” 

But the White House does 
not take lightly the possi¬ 
bility of Dr. King drawing 
off Negro and ultra-liberal 
votes at the same time 
George Wallace is luring 
white segregationists. 

And that, among other rea¬ 
sons, is why the battle for 
the soul of Martin Luther 
King keeps escalating. 
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By Stephen Northup—The Washington Post 


*-»>■■ r„.ffhis militant New York group marched in the demonstration. 



Associated Press 

War protesters use fire from a blazing coffee can to burn draft cards in Central Park, 
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By GENE KOBERTS 

Special ta The New York Times 

The Rev . Martin Luthei * King Jr. 
has' -created sharp controvei'sy 
among Negroes by taking a neiu 
position for him of outspoken op¬ 
position to the Vietnam war. For 
Siokely Carmichael, leader of the 
■Student Non-Violent Coordinating 
■Committee, such opposition is an 
old story . What follows are ar- 
-ticles on the controversy among 
•Negroes over Vietnam , and over 
■Mr. Carmichaels activities. 


■King, as a 


egro 




—Ever since the civil 
' Tights revolution began, scholars, 
politicians, j ou y mrii fl t g- and, quite 
- often, the public at large have 
-asked one question again and 
v again: Who speaks for the Negro ? „ 
Robert Penn Warren, the man of 
letters, once wrote a book with 
• just that question as the title, and 
/came up with the conclusion that 
-there were many spokesmen for 
the Negro in civil rights. 

But now the question is being . 
-asked*? once more, this time in 
•'connection with United States pol¬ 
icy in Vietnam. 

" Is the Spokesman Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr., who recently 
‘■broke his silence on the war and 
r is now calling^Tne“"'cJnited States 
‘the “greatest purveyor of violence 
Tn the world today”? Could it be 
'Stokely Carmichael, the chairman 
of the Student Nonviolent Coor- 
'dinating Committee, or Floyd Mc- 
^Kissick, director of the Congress 
i'bf Racial Equality—both of whom 
Jiave been attacking the war in 
,-even stronger terms ? Is it Senator 
-.Edward Brooke, who says he has 
icome -to the conclusion that the 
nation is taking the only course it 
could realistically take toward the 
war? 

Tactical Mistake? 

* Or were Dr. Ralph Bunche, Roy 
Wilkins and other leaders of the 
. National Association for the Ad- 
. vancement of Colored People 
. speaking for the Negroes last week 

: r ,when they spoke out against Dr. 

, - King and said the fusion of the 

: civil rights and peace movements 

wouldbea “serious tac tical mis- 
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The answer appears to be that, 
desptte^tTie 'furor at Tneioacter- 
^sliip level, the great mass of Ne- 
,/groes are not much more or less 
divided "over* the war than the 
, great mass of whites, 
s .During a random sample of Ne¬ 
gro opinion, for example, Nelson 

* Jack Edwards, who, as executive 
•board menfoer "aTT-'Iarge, is the 

ranking Negro in the United Auto 
•Workers Union, said in Detroit 
that he thought Negroes were “a 
bit more—but hot substantially 
-more”—opposed to the war than 
-whites. 

*• * And in Washington, the' -Rev. 
rChanning E. Phillips, a Negro op- 

* ponent of the war, wishes the ma- 
-jority of Negroes objected to the 
; country’s Vietnam policy, but has 

-concluded that they do not. He 

*V in. 
MluiikO cue piuuawij iCAd 

--exercised” about the war, at least 
-in Washington, than are whites. 

"Occasional Dissent 

I * * This, then, is the way the sur- 
•vey went, with an occasional dis¬ 
sent here or there—usually on 
Negro.college campuses where the 
^antiwar feeling seems somewhat 
* stronger than in the Negro com¬ 
munity as a whole, or in the Mis¬ 
sissippi Delta where there is still 
some civil rights activity and 
where many impoverished Negroes 
feel they would be receiving more 
; A Federal assistance were it not for 
T'the war. 

\ L ‘ 'But, when Negroes oppose the 
'war, they usually do it for rea¬ 
sons other than those given by 
•'whites. Some Negroes—and espe¬ 
cially those in the Student Com- 
t-inittee and CORE—feel it unjust 
•for the Negro to be asked to 
-fight abroad as long as they are 
-receiving less than a full measur e 

of social and economic justice at 
- home. 

i Others say they have observed 
that the nation’s commitment to 
civil rights has declined as the 
war in Vietnam has escalated. 
Still others—and this view seems 
strong on Negro campuses—feel 
the Negro, while getting less than 
his proportionate share of the na¬ 
tional income, is having to do 
* more than his share of the front- 
J line Vom bat in Vietna ftr*" 1 ' 11 * 
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Nation {Listens 

Bui *whaLever their views on the 
war, Negroes can draw a certain 
* amount of satisfaction from the 
j fact that the nation is listening to 
. them. Senator Brooke, for exam¬ 
ple, made major news when he 
supported the Administration’s po¬ 
sition in Vietnam, and Dr. King 
attracted widespread attention 
when he opposed it. 

•Except for civil rights, seldom 
if ever in the nation’s history have 
Negro views been so eagerly 
sought and disseminated on a ma¬ 
jor national issue. And if the war 
is proving that the nation can 
listen to the Negro on national 
| issures, it is equally as much dem¬ 
onstrating that the Negro is los- 
j ing his traditional reticence on 
public issues other than civil rights. 

Such headline-making names as 
King, Bunche. Brooke, Carmichael, 

1 McKissick, Wilkins and the Rev. 
James Bevel—the civil rights ac¬ 
tivist who has become a fulltime 
c ritic of the war—show th at clearly . 

1 Carmichael 



ATLANTA — After Stokely 
Carmichael became the chairman 
of the Student Nonviolent Coord¬ 
inating Committee almost a year 
■ ago, he embarked on a program 
to win a following for the organi¬ 
zation’s new “black power-black, 
^consciousness” philosophy. » 

He and the organization’s field * 
secretaries tried first in rural “ 
areas, but ran into opposition from. 
Negroes who decided such black 
power slogans as “move on over or 
we'll move on over you” caused 
more trouble with whites than they 
solved. The^trftJrtfrr^omittce tried, 
too, to stir up interest in big-city 
ghettos. But there, its policy of 
opposing the pi-esence of white 
social workers stirred the animos¬ 
ity of Negroes who had received 
tangible assistance from the work¬ 
ers and liked them for it. 

But in recent months he and his 
organization have been devoting* 
increasing attention to Negro col¬ 
lege campuses. And they are meet¬ 
ing with more success. 


At Tougaloo College on the out¬ 
skirts of Jackson, Miss., last week, 
Mr. CarmichaeLlashed out against 
the war in Vietnam* and had ap¬ 
proximately 700 students shouting, 
“ Hdl no, w e won’t go, ” t jn^a dig it 


that lasted for a full 10 minutes. j 

A few days before, after he ap- j 
peared in Nashville, Tenn., students 
at predominantly Negro Fisk and 1 
Tennessee A. & I. (Agricultural 
and Industrial) Universities rioted 
in the streets, hurled rocks and 
stones, and occasionally tossed 
Molotov cocktails and took pot 
shots at police cars. 

Whether or not Mr. Carmichael’s 
presence had anything to do with 
the riot is a matter of sharp de¬ 
bate in Nashville, but Mr. Car¬ 
michael seemed to draw satisfac¬ 
tion from the fact that students 
shouted “black power” while riot¬ 
ing. 

A ‘Rebellion’ 

Furthermore, in his speech at 
Tougaloo, he called the riot a 
rebellion and said Negroes need 
not apologize for rebelling at in¬ 
justices imposed upon them by 
whites. Afer all the United States 
would still,be a colony if it had 
not rebelled from Britain; and if 
Negro ghettos want to free them¬ 
selves from “colonial domination” 
by whites, they may hav’e to uoc 
violence as a tactic. 

Just how much support this sort 
of talk is gaining the black power 
movement on college campuses is, 
of course, a matter of some con¬ 
jecture. As might be expects*!, Mr. 
Carmichael has his share of cam¬ 
pus opponents. 

But Mr. Carmichael has support¬ 
ers at Miles as well as at such 
colleges as Fisk and Tougaloo. And 

at the campus book store at Ala¬ 
bama’s Tuskegee Institute, two of 
the best sellers are black power 
“bibles” — Malcolm X’s autobi¬ 
ography and Frantz Fannon’s 
“Wretched of the Earth.” 

What’s the secret of Mr. Car¬ 
michael's campus appeal ? 

For one thing, many students 
admire his audacity. He drew more 
than a few chuckles recently when 
he walked into a Federal court in 
Selma, Ala., wearing sunglasses 
and a flowing Nigerian “agbada 
robe. _ 

Jokes About Sex 

And he provoked gales of cam¬ 
pus laughter with his frank dis¬ 
cussions of interracial sex. If a 
white man asks if Negroes want 
to marry his daughter, Mr. Car¬ 
michael says, student committee 
workers never shrug it off and run 
the risk of seeming inferior by 
saying, “We don’t want to be your 
brother-in-law, we just want be be 

yourbrolbcr- M 


\ 

| “jW e.i toll _’ bm: Your daughter, 
you? r .sister, 1 " iyour mofSTma^^Sfr. 

. Carjnichael says. “The whit* 
woman’s not! the queen of 
world. She can be made, just like 
anything else. Let’s move on to 
something important.” 

Some students also admire Mr. 
Carmichael's violent militance. He 
calls white people “honkies,” 
for example, and says that non¬ 
violence strips the Negro male of 
his manhood. One way, he suggests, 
for Southern Negroes to regain 
their manhood is to strike back at 
whites when whites strike at them. 


Theory of Guilt 

There are obviously other an¬ 
swers to Mr Carmichael’s appeal 
and many of his campus speeches 
have left college professors search¬ 
ing for them. Some professors, in 
their more philosophical moments, 

! have suggested that many Negro 
! students feel guilty about attend- 
} ing college and enjoying middle- 
I class advantages while millions of 
! their kinsmen are below the pover- 
j ty level. Mr. Carmichael, the theo- 
i ry goes, otters them a way to 
help: Inspire the Negro masses to 
stand up for themselves by being 
truculent and not letting the white 
man push you around. 

Whether Mr. Carmichael is 
right or wrong about this keeps 
l many students up past midnight 
; in debate. Meanwhile, Mr. Car- 
\ michael seems certain to go on 
\ providing more grist for their 
■ arguments. 

“I'm denied power by honkies,” 
Mr. Carmichael said, “and I’m 
! going to keep on going until I 
j get that power back.” 
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to. the Editor of The Tifflgg 


' .Dr, .King’s Plac&Jo^ 

. CiviPiCights Tradition 

To the Editor; 

Dr. Martin Luther King’s ar¬ 
gument that the war in Viet¬ 
nam has precluded meaningful 
attempts to cope with poverty 
and discrimination "at home 
. may or may .not he correct. 

His conclusion that, as a ci.vil- 
" rights leader,_he must'there- 
, fore oppose .that. war. may. or, 
may not he wise.. But the im¬ 
plication hiade. by .many of his 
critics that, as. a .civil-rights 
leader, Dr. King departs radi- 
‘ cally from precedent in speak¬ 
ing out against.. American for¬ 
eign policy, cannot hear histori¬ 
cal examination. 

The fact is, though some 
t seem to have forgotten it, that 

j many of the initial leaders of j 

I the National Association for j 

the Advancement .of Colored j 

People were men who devoted 
much of their public careers 
openly to attacking American 
foreign policy. The first presi¬ 
dent of the association, Moor- 
field Storey, assumed that of¬ 
fice already known as a per¬ 
sistent critic of the American 
acquisition of the Philippines. 

While serving as president 
between 1910 and 1929, Storey 
continued his anti-imperialism, 
publicly condemning American 
interventions in the Dominican 
Republic, in Haiti, and in 
Nicaragua. 

No Criticism of Leaders 

Oswald Garrison' Villard, the 
.first treasurer of the associa¬ 
tion, was one of the stanchest 
critics of the Treaty of Ver¬ 
sailles and remained an op¬ 
ponent of “foreign entangle¬ 
ments” throughout his life. 
Though the situation of the 
Negro American was even 
more perilous then than 'now, 
neither Storey nor Villard was, 
to the best of my knowledge, 

' attacked for speaking out on 
foreign-policy issues while serv¬ 
ing with the association; nor 
was it suggested that their 
positions., somehow hurt the 
.cause' ox civil rights. * 1 “ 


r Neither .Storey nor^Viliard, it 
is true, involved the associa¬ 
tion in their foreign-policy 
statements: Villard spoke from 
his position as editor of The 
Nation, Storey as. a private 
citizen. 

But it has also been forgot¬ 
ten that the precedent of a 
civil-rights organization,, as an 
organization,.criticizing Ameri¬ 
can foreign policy, .was set not 
by Stokely Carmichael and the 
Student Non-Violent Co-ordi¬ 
nating Committee, let alone by 
Dr. King, but by the N.A.A.C.P. 
through its executive secre¬ 
tary, James Weldon Johnson, in 
connection with the American 
occupation of Haiti. The inter¬ 
vention in Haiti and the inter¬ 
vention in Vietnam may be dif¬ 
ferent in intent, but surely they 
are equally “foreign policy”— 
distinguished f “civil- 

rights”—issues. 

Whatever the merits of Dr. 
King’s position, in short, he 
stands in a solid historical tra¬ 
dition when, as a civil-rights^ 
leader,, he speaks out against' 
American foreign policy. 

William B. Hixon Jr. 
Instructor in History 
Michigan State University 
East 

- - -April 10, 1967 
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By Michael Harrington 
Author of “The Other America” 

and other books T 

T HE PROPHET has moved out of *7 

the back of the bus. Martin Luther a 
King Jr. has taken a militant stand on an 
T* 1 —himself ? 

to the race issue. He is being, quite a dl3 ?. ] 
few editorialists seem to say, an p ° 1 

uppity Jeremiah. a ‘ T ^ 

King obviously could not take the 
advice to segregate his moral prin- p ^ a 

ciples to one question. And yet in 
joining the Spring Mobilization to End 
the War in Vietnam, the Nobel peace . . 

laureate involved himself in a cruel 
.paradox. The man who, more than 
anyone in his generation, had demon-. 
strated the practical power of morality, app 
suddenly found himself torn by the enc 
conflicting claims of politics and ethics. pos 

I fake his personal dilemma as a pub- ca 

lie fact, a point of departure for under- ^ up 

standing the crisis of the peace and . a 

civil rights movements, the alienation W1 

of the young activists and the way in pro 
which a tragic conflict in Southeast wa ! 
Asia corrupts our domestic hope. 

All Inelastic Principle niai 

I AM SURE that King did not have a , ] 

moment's hesitation in deciding to 

oppose the war. He had taught South- 

ern Negroes to love the racists who re- 

viled and beat them and there were n e 

those who died in practicing his non- ? ee . 

Violent resistance to unjust laws. It is 1 * - 

preposterous to think that such a man 0 T . 

could possibly support the Administra- , 

tion’s Vietnam policy. His pacifist prin- ' ? 

ciples could hardly stop at the water's ' 1 

maj 

* ^dge. £ 

•Secondly, King rightly argues that ^ 
the current retreat from issues like 
poverty and race is, in part, a conse- 
quence of the war. It is not just that *. 
one year's appropriation for Vietnam . 
could m^re than raise the income of 
every citizen above the poverTyiliitrdr 
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t hat two y ears of war funds w ould pay ^ 
forthehousing program whicE“Sehf 
Ribicoff has projected over a decade. 

I ti terms of economic quantities, this 
Nation is rich enough to have both guns 
and butter. But a society which listens 
to a body count every night before 
dinner is hardly being prepared for the 
politics of compassion, either domestic¬ 
ally or internationally. 

If this logical convergence of the 
peace and civil rights problems extend¬ 
ed to politics, King would have no prob¬ 
lems. But, of course, it doesn’t. 

A great many Americans felt that a 
Jim Crow law was such an ob^ieus^aed 
immediate abomination that it shBuld 
A much smaller number 
applies this rationale of civiT^T§oBl3i- 
ence to opposition to the Government's 
position on Vietnam. Thus King’s radi¬ 
cal anti-war stance will lose him the 
support of some of those who approved 
heartily of his radical anti-racism. It 
will even isolate him from some of the 
proposals of the senatorial' doves. It 
was this potential contraction of the 
civil rights base that so alarmed 'the 
NAACP and led it to condemn his 
inarch yesterday. 

'A Numerical Problem 

I RT) NIC A L L Y, these complexities 
emerged at the very moment when 
the civil rights movement desperately 
needed allies. King himself had failed 
in his Chicago open housing campaign 
of 1966 and his defeat was symptomatic. 

Where a lunchroom can be integrated 
by a courageous handful, the abolition 
. of the ghetto requires that Congress 
make 'massive investments in the name 
of the entire Nation. This means that 
the 10 per cent Negro minority has to 
round up every possible vote; that 
there will be fewer dramatic confronta¬ 
tions and more politics. Some of the 
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militants, who foiind it easier'TS^at!? 
death in Mississippi than compromise 
in Washington, responded to this new 
situation by moving from civil rights 
to- peace. 

Had King been able to satisfy his 
convictions simply by seconding the 
senatorial doves, the decision would 
have cost him little. But the courageous 
proponent of nonviolent civil disobedi¬ 
ence could not content himself with 
such an impersonal, uncommitted 
gesture. 

His philosophy and his history drove 
him toward the radical wing of the 
peace movement, where he found 
friends more difficult to deal with than 
many of his critics. The overwhelming 
majority of peace marchers are people 
who have been appalled by America’s 
conduct in Vietnam and seek an end to 
the tragedy by any possible means. But 
there is a smaller, extremely active 
group with a -much more complex 
motivation. 

Perhaps the best way to describe 
these .people is that they are not at 
all like the Communists of t he ’30s, In 
those oaa old davs. tnpi-H was a Re* - 
problem when a core of members in an 

American organization woulS" aciT in 
response to the twists and turns of 
i| Russian .politics. Their attitude on 
Franklin Roosevelt, say, would depend 
on Joseph Stalin’s relations with Adolf 
Hitler. 

The young hyperactivists one meets 
in the peace movement today are not 
acting out this pattern at all. They are 
not the puppets of Ho Chi Minh or any 
"other foreigner. Their basic emotion is 
one of domestic alienation rather than 
of international solidarity, and it is 
their passionate feeling about their na¬ 
tive land that determines their attitude 
toward Hanoi, not the other way 
around. 

The Heartsick 

HE PEOPLE of whom I write in¬ 
clude Negro militants—SNCC vet¬ 
erans, black nationalists and others— 
who have become disillusioned with the 
nonviolence of King and made heart¬ 
sick by the token progress purchased 
by terrible sacrifice. They are middle- 
class college students who once naively 
believed in the liberal rhetoric that be- 

w—■>. a i > -- 


sets this country from all sidesex£op£ 
the extreme right and who reacted 
with a bitter fury when they glimpsed 
the illiberal reality. 

It is these people who give the pres¬ 
ent radical anti-war movement its dis¬ 
tinctive quality. When they launch offi¬ 
cial slogans analogizing the Vietcong to 
Washington’s army in 1776, when they 
speak of “self-determination” but effec¬ 
tively restrict the notion to South Viet¬ 
nam and fail to extend it to the North, 
even when they fly Vietcong flags, as 
a minority among them do, they are 
not conspirators or infiltrators. 

Rather, they are expressing the anger 
they feel about the United States. This 
attitude certainly allows for individual 
purgation but, and this is a'problem 
for King, it has litle to do with effec¬ 
tive political action. Perhaps the Negro 
leader can infuse this movement with 
the spirit of practical prophecy that he 
summoned upon from Montgomery to 
Selma. And^perhaps not. 

An Impossible Choice 

INALLY, Dr. King has made his 
^Shaxg^f tactical errors ^(like th e 
implied eauation of the American m&- 
ta ry witn the Nazis), and y.et, hythe 
last analysis, I cannot help but*~be 
sympathetic with him. He has been 
forced to an impossible choice. It is, 
•difficult and politically dangerous for 
him to speak out; it would be aif act of 
moral cowardice to remain silent. The* 
resultant, and tormenting, personal 
dilemma is but one more cost of the 
tragic war. . J 

During the Eisenhower ’50s when* 
America was so often uncritically cele-„ 
brated, the spokesmen for the Nation’s' 
conscience were often black men, and 
Martin Luther King was a leader 
among them. Eventually, this Negro- 
minority probably did more for the- 
whites than they did for themselves/ 
for it was the freedom movement that 
awakened the campus, challenged the 
churches to a new ecumenicism and 
prepared the way for that generation' 
-which was to answer John F. Kennedy’s* 
call to action. 1 

Now, in the agony of Vietnam, Amer4 
ica is forgetting that social conscience* 
it so recently acquired. There are even; 
some trying to drive the prophet to the} 
back of the bus. * f 
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MARTIN LUTHER IflNG, JR. , } V * 

SECURITY MATTER - C w c ^ 

PURPOSE: To obtain approval to furnish a suggested list of 
questions to a friendly news source to be used in interviewing i . 
Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern Christian ' -tf' 




Leadership Conference* ^^ f 

BACKGROUND: King has been on a two-month vacation in Jamaica^ (.'-..ilk' 

writing a new book. During this time he has been attempting T)fy- 
to .-determine what direction he should take in regard^ to *’ 

{national issues. His inclination is to direct his entire 
{efforts in opposition to the war in Vietnam. During the past. ‘VtJ 

.1 _ __ u _ __L._i_3 _ _ 1_• __ _■! 1 • _ ____ _ __• _ . :s* 



two weeks, he has started making public appearances again. 
In California on 2/25/67 he attacked the war in Vietnam and 
suggested quitting Vietnam, according to an article in "The 
-..New York Times." At one point he made a statement that 
Imight be considered revolutionary. He stated in part, "we 
| have got to get out and demonstrate and protest until it 


Crocks the very foundations of this Nation." 


tv~ 


Also, while King was out of the country, the voter 
registration drive in Chicago failed miserably. He is very 
sensitive about this failure and feels it hurt his public 
image. He Is also sensitive about allegations his personal 
appeal to the ghetto/Negro is waning. . 

Another .fjicfor that is inf3Setfi5Tng his decision 
is Reverend JamesHfeevel 's leaving his post as Project Director, 
Chicago Southern Christian Leadership Conference, to become 
Executive Director, Spring Mobilization Committee to End the 
War in Vietnam, New York, New York. This also transpired 
while King> was in Jamaica. InacEcfltion,, Bevel's T^ife traveled , 
to Hanoi, North Vietnam, late jfifte 

continue to be paid salaries by ; Trite '‘Southern Christia^’’’””* 
Leadership Conference even though they have new employment. 

'rn APR 4 1967 

OBSERVATIONS: It is felt that King would be very vulnerable 

to an interview by the press, providing the interviewer"^as~~~ «*—» 
furnished a list of suggested questions*. The press .... 


Enel. 

100-106670 

DMW:deh^V^^“ ^ ^ J)W 

S 4 AF^ 9 l document is your request a^d^is not for dissemi- 

"*■ * I v w 1 1 nation outside your Committee. Its use is limited to official proceedings by 

your Committee and the content may not be disclosed to unauthorized person^ 
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Memorandum to Mr.-Sullivan 
Re:- MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

100-106670 

representative could arrange for an interview ostensibly 
to question King concerning his new book. During the 
interview the above-interrelated activities could be 
developed,, particularly to bring out the political ♦ 
reorientation of King’s major efforts in relation to 
United State's foreign policy as contrasted to the position 
taken by other civil rights leaders who have continued to 
direct their efforts at civil rights. This then could be 
linked to show that King’s current policies remarkably 
parallel communist efforts. This would cause extreme 
embarrassment to King. Further, it is felt that since the 
position and paths taken by King and his group closely 
parallel that advocated by the’ Communist Party, this fact 
should be made known to the public. 

RECOMMENDATIONS : 

f That the attached list of questions be furnished 
the Crime Records Division in an effort to interest a 
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'V ' 



DeLoach• 

Wick 

Sullivan 

J 


1 -Mr. C.D. Brennan 
1 ^Mr. D. Wells 


to ask wmvm umm cts, je* 


v 

1* .How can. yew, as asst ordained minister, Justify your* efforts 
ia the political area by attempting to influence the 
United States Government's foreign policy? 

2. Do you .believe is separation 'Of church and state? 

♦ 

• 3. In your February 25, IDS?, speeds is Beverly Hills, 

California, sponsored by the "nation 5 ’ magazine, you did 
not limit your attack on the war in Vietnam to moral issues. 
Why do you enter into the. political area? 

4 . Is this same speech, are you preaching revolution when you 
state, "We have got to get oat and demonstrate and protest 
until it rocks the very foundation of this nation"? 

5. Why did Reverend James Bevel take a leave of absence to 
b^eose Executive Director of the Spring Mobilisation 
Committee to End the War ia Vietnam? 

Why did his wife travel to Hanoi, North Vietnam? 

7. Did she go as a paid representative of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference? 


8. 

9 . 


10 . 


Isn't your organisation pursuing a path of antiwar in 
Vietnam and abandoning civil rights ? 

/ 


Did the failure of the voter registration drive by your 
group in Chicago have any hearings on the departure of 
Sever end Bevel? / 



Your Project Chairman HogeaifiTIT fhms announced that the 
Chicago Negro is not interested in voting* 2s this true? 


11 . 



According to "Hewsweek" magasiae, your goal in this drive 
was 150,000 registered Negro voters but only 320 registered. 
Is this an indication you have lost your appeal to the 
ghetto Negro? 

Was this drive a political issue rather than a moral one? 



13. H aw can you justify year continued efforts to influence 
political issues? . 






IS* Da ysm have &®y e&mmi&ts currently ia ymir 6$&tttt£s&$£&&? 

V 

US. * Oi| Oa.iober 13, 1SSS, the "Atlanta Journal* n a daily Atlanta 
newspaper, on page 25 of its final edition, published an 
article entitled ’'King, Aides Confer*- Biseuss Binds 
Posts* * w This article lists Staals^C^^rda, a jJg&J&Bfe . £5*% 
attorney as being in attssdaiide r at'''’ 1 t'&is' siaetiag. " is” 'y' 
this the same Stanley Lmrison that Senate® Jassos* Oliver 
Eastland,. Mississippi <B), identified in the July 21, 

1966* Congressional Record as feeing a former secret 
Cosuaaaist Party member as late as 1963? 





* 

* •*> 

♦ 

2 ** 
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Jtstz 

‘fiX&hg- 

1 Sullivan — 
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SECURITY MATTER - 


~ TN J D|’., ; 

' V’i > : 


Attached for your approval for dissemination are w 
copies of a letterhead memorandum containing the following t o 
information: , «/ ^ / ik 

advised on 1/9/67 that Martin Luther 

King, Jr., President, Southern Christian Leadership 

Conferenp^// was in contact with his principal advisor, 

Stanlev/Levison, a long-time §ecret__c„Qmmunist,. Levison 

urged King v to take a stand publicly supporting Congressma n 

Adam Clay ton/Powel 1_, New Yor k >( Democrat^ . in his fight ¥6 

detain his ~s¥¥U^fnThe~United States House of Representatives, 

Levisn-rgnp.d that Kina's silence in this regard might 

be misinterpreted by the general public. ...'ll 

> 

King approved a statement that Levison had written 
for King supporting Powell. This statement was to be 
delivered to the Speaker of the House y John W. McCormack. 

RECOMMENDATIONS: !/. } 

/f' 


That the Speaker of the House be notified of the 
above information by a representative of the Crime Records 
'Division, and this is being furnished for his confidential 


information. 


That copies of the enclosure be forwarded by 
routing slips to the Honorable Marvin Watson, Special 
Assistant to the President; the Acting Attorney General; 
Deputy Attorney General; and Assistant Attorneys General 
Yeagley and Doar. 


Of* 


/■ f. 


Enclosure- ^-*Jr 1 r „ /. /. - ■ .. 

100-106670 11-0 . 

1 - 100-438794 (Southern Christian Leader^ipjCoafver-enc 
.. , DMW: deh - t 

This document ig'jpyepared in response\to your request andJs not for dissemi -... <-> -iqcj 

ration outside your Commitjtpe.' 1 " Itdlfie is.l&titnd puTffig&tl proceeding lo Pui 

your Committee and the content mdymot be cnsclos^0tomhd/uthorized person- 
pel without the express approval of the FBI , «» ■■ ■" 


pel without the express approval of the FBI 



person- 
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SECRET 



i « DeLoach 
1 - Wick 
1 - Sullivan 
1 - C. D. Brennan 
1 - Be Wells 


January 11, 190? 



(5 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


The following information has been supplied by 
confidential sources of this Bureau who have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 



C\ 


■z. 

o 


'■Jr 

vS 


f - 

C. 


* 


C- • 
u -c 

. I 

L. 

i ; > 5 


On January 9, 198?, Martin Luther King, Jr., 
President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, was 
in conference with his principal advisor, Stanley Levisoa, 
At this time, Levisoa urged King to take a stand publicly 
supporting Congressman Adam Clayton Powell, New York, in 
his fight to retain his seat in the United States House 


Y2-»v •«**. ***, *5* ^ «£» 

VMVM » %*■ «pi* V "W* 




/**»-v» ^ ,ri ^ e> -p 


TiT^ ^ *“? « 4 't 


in this regard might be misinterpreted by the general 
public. 


King approved a statement that Levison had 
written for King supporting Powell. This statement was 
to be delivered to the Speaker of the House, United States 
House of RepresentatIves. 



Another source advised in April, 1S64, that 
^Stanley Levisoa was a secret member of the Communist Party, 
USA, la July, 1983. In late 1S63 and early 1984, he 
criticized the Communist Party for not being sufficiently 
militant in the civil rights struggle. Levisoa was 
described by certain Communist Party leaders as being to 4 
the "left” of the Communist Party in his position on civil 
rights. His differences with the Communist Party, however, 
are merely tactical and he continues his ideological 
adherence to communism. 
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i 

XEROX COPIES BEX m SEWS TO HOKOHABUS MARVU? %A'TSOH. SPECIAL 
ASSISTANT TO THE PRESIDED J TSB ACTISO ATTOBEEY GEE SEAL; 
DEPUTY ATTORNEY GENERAL; ASB ASSISTANT ATT03HEYS GENERAL 
YSAGLBY AUD BOAH. 


.. mss * 

See C. D. Brennan to Sullivan Besoraadtssa dated 
1/10/67, sime caption, prepared by DlWsdsh, 

Classified ^Secret” inasmuch as tfco sources for 
the above information are highly sensitive sources relating 
to the racial situation. 
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luman Relations 


F. J. Baumgardner^.^ _ Mr< 

J. ^1 - Mr. 

o 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 

Sergeant Edward McClellen, Humai 
Chicago, Illinois, Police Department, advisedj that on 2/3/66 
Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern .Christian Leadership 
Conference (SCLC), met with Reverend John P./Cody, Archbishop of 
the Chicago Diocese of the Rbrirarr-Cn^h'^^ 157 The "meeting 

^was^tLTTThe 'nature of a courtesy visit, at King’s request, during 
which King reportedly informed the Archbishop of the nature and 
purpose of his campaign to end segregation and discrimination 
against the Negro in Chicago. King has selected Chicago to be 
\the site of the first SCLC invasion into the northern civil / 

It is recognized by King that the future of J.. / 


Irights problem. 


his organisation nia v \vo 31 ro«t i/n t.h^ simo.aqs ov of f* 


ISCLC Chicago program* 


r 


, itt U: , 

WJV 


King stated at a press conference, after his meeting 
with the Archbishop, that he and Archbishop Cody were in sub¬ 
stantial agreement upon the goals they were both seeking and 
intended to keep in touch with each other. King declared he 
|was hopeful of the active participation of priests and nuns in 
connection with his SCLC program in Chicago and had gained the 
impression from the Archbishop that such participation was a 
matter of individual conscience and would not be a matter of 
discipline insofar as the Diocesan hierarchy was concerned. 

. / \ | 

j King continues toptely heavily^mLthe advice of his 

f " ,T vleviso n, HarryV&achtel, Clarenc e 
dft~ wTillT^TT ma.jor SCLC 


ft i 


/New York foursome,. 


IP 


rones and Bayard/RusTin, in, connectldiT with all maj 
jrrtybTems aiia^r<5Ti:vi't±e'S; • These individual^ have all been 
members of the C ommunist. Party or Com mun ist Party .front groups. 

'TuTThe past. As “long - as King utilizes" theseTadvisors with 
subversive backgrounds, the danger remains that his SCLC 
activities will be influenced by communist-oriented thinking. 

I Should communists or communist sympathizers succeed in 
influencing the SCLC Chicago program .^t^woy^Ld rb^'a^ma^or. 
breakthrough for the communists /m ^h'e' ci v^Ldngih t^f %'eZi£. 
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Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

100-106670 


King’s meeting with Archbishop Cody has been discussed 
with Special Agent in Charge Marlin W. Johnson of our Chicago 
Office. Johnson has given assurance that he can talk to 
Archbishop Cody in complete confidence and Archbishop Cody will 
not violate this confidence. Bureau files show that 
Archbishop Cody, while serving as a Bishop in the St. Louis 
i Archdiocese in the early 1950’s, was a.^onf identla.l_ g.on-rn. P nf. 

I the St. Louis Offi ce with symbol numbe^( v SL'^950^. At that time, 

I He rep or te aiy" Communist Party. 

It is felt it would be desirable to have 'Special Ageht 
in Charge Johnson brief Archbishop Cody regarding the 
subversive backgrounds of King’s key advisors and to emphasize 
to the Archbishop the vast influence these individuals exert on 
King. In addition. Special Agent in Charge Johnson would 
disclose to the Archbishop King’s own sordid immoral a ctivities. 
Such a briefing would benefit the Archbishop in determining the 
degree of cooperation his archdiocese will extend to King’s 
program in Chicago and would probably result in a lessening 
|of King’s influence in Chicago. This would be a serious blow 
|to any possible communist attempt to exploit King’s program in 
| Chicago. 


RECOMMENDATION : 

, It is recommended that Assistant Director Sullivan be 

authorized to telephonically contact Special Agent in Charge 
•Johnson and instruct him to brief Archbishop Cody regarding 
the strong influence being exerted on King by his key advisors 
with communist backgrounds and to, inform him of King’s own 
'•* hypocritical immoral behavior. Special Agent in Charge Johnson 
will inform the Archbishop that under no circumstance may there 
ever be any attribution to the FBI for the information furnished 
him. 








11:08 AM 


June 10, 1980 


on _ 
i.oach 

Moh:_ 

Bishop _ 
Caspor _ 
\Ca!!ahcn 


MEMORANDUM FOE ME. TOLSGN fQ ^ 

ME. DELQACH . , . 

MB. SULLIVAN 

J # MR. BISHOP 

jL . :^ov_, fj -v! /j pc^ 

Mr. Newboid Noyes, Editor ,ofJTl^ called. IiTsaid 

be thanked me very much for talking to him because he knew this was an 
unusual kind of thing to have happen. 

ttjr 

He said he wanted to ask me very seriously, but he was sure I was 
familiar with tills and given thought £6 it already, but he wanted to report on 
the basis of their story that was run yesterday about the authorization that 
the FBI had from Mr. Robert Kennedy, to release the King material; that \ 
they are getting a great deal of static from people who are telling them — 
they say they have this authorization, but they don’t release it and don’t show 
what the documents are and many of these documents that have been released 
in the past are fuzzy and don’t really show there was clear authorization to 
do this and in general there is a nondispa&Uon on the part of the readers to 
accept the idea that Bob Kennedy actually did authorize the tapping of King’s 
phone. He said, ”Now I |ust want to ask you as seriously as I can to release 
those documents. You have them. They do show, I presume, exactly what 
you say.” ■„ ■ ■ . 

* 1 * 

I told Mr. Hoyes that he authorized it in his own handwriting on : 
October 10 , 1963; it was installed November 8, 1963, and discontinued 
April 30, 1888. I told Mr. Noyes that, as a matter of fact, when Kennedy 
was Attorney General he requested that the telephones of Dr. King be covered 
by electronic device and was persuaded by our people not to do it in view of . 
the possible repercussions, then later he changed his mind and delayed 
bringing the matter up again-until in October the authority was signed by him 
in his own handwriting and it gave us the authority to do it and we discontinued 
it on April 30, 1865, under the administration of Attorney General Katzenbach. 
Mr. Hoyes said he understood and asked II they could report this. I told him 
. i r he could report what X have said to him. I told him the reason l was drawing a 

— M il'll REC 9 ^ 7 ~ %^S> 


con,oT_ZZ3EH:edm (8). 


Gale_ 

S an -K £• ’ j 
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Memorandum lor Messrs, Toison, De Loach, Sullivan, Bishop June 19, 1969 


line on this is that Mr. Tolsoa wrote (Carl) Rowan about his slanderous column 
last Sunday and he. Rowan, wrote bach in which he asked a series of eight or 
nine questions, such as, did we tap the telephone of a hall dozen leaders like 
Wilkins^. of the NAACP, Farmer, eight or nine others, Afoemhthey; or if we 
had tapped the phones of a Congressman; and various other' things. Mr. Noyes 
said he was not asking all that. I told him he could certainly print what I say 
because we are writing back to Rowan today that since he did not seek any facts 
before printing his column, he was not entitled to any information from us at 
mis time, but as to the question he has asked, the dates that these wiretaps 
were on, I have the original copy of it on my desk. It was signed by Kennedy 
in his own handwriting on October 10, 1963. 

Mr. Noyes said if I had one minute, could he repeat back to me what 
he understood I had said to him so there would be no misunderstanding and also 
could he tell me that he was adding into it some details that he thought they 

alread# understood about this from other sources they have talked to. 

\ 

He said it was his understanding that in June, 1963, Mr. Kennedy 
did suggest through a liaison man that he had with me, that £ should keep an 
eye on Martin Luther King because of his association with people that he, 

Robert Kennedy, was concerned about and he, Noyes, was particularly talk ing 
about Stanley Levinson and a fellow named Jones, both of whom were supposed 
to be of Marxist leanings and that the Attorney General was concerned about 
King’s relations with these people and he thought it might be a good idea to put 
da electronic surveillance device oft some type into the picture to see what he 
was doing; that the FBI suggested at that time that this would be a difficult 
tiling to do because of the fact that King traveled around so much and there were 
a lot of political repercussions that might result; but then subsequently on the 
7th of November (and 1 corrected him and told him October 7, 1963) — on 
October 7, 1963, I reported, and this is a memorandum from me to the Attorney 
General, a four-paragraph document, that I had determined the feasibility of 
establishing taps on the telephones of the SCLG headquarters at Atlanta and 
New York and if tie authorised it, I was prepared to go ahead and do it and that 
came back to me, the memorandum, V7itU his initials, I told him with his full 
name, Robert F. Kennedy. Mr. Noyes continued - o.k. f d by him, dating that 
10/10/63. I told Mr. Noyes that was correct. 
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Mr. Noyes continued that it was his understanding that X had no 
objection to his using this — is it o.k. for them to identify the FBI as 
the source or flatly say it on their own. I told him I would rather he ihtly 
said it on his own, but i anticipate similar requests from other sources that 
I would not be as frank with as I have been..kith him. Mr.'Noyes said o.k.; 
that he thought this is a wise thing for me to do. 

He said if £ had one more minute, he would like to tell me one 
Reason why he happened to be interested in this thing. Hesaid he had some 
young people with whom he was friendly who were involved in a wedding 
this weekend and the boys and girls all ended up at his house after the thing 
and he did not dknow whether they had read Rowan's column, but theyd were 
talking about the fact how dreadful it was that the FBI would have presumed to 
tap the phone or keep an eye on Martin Luther King, a great hero. He said 
after listening to this for about an hour and a half, he told them to hold on 
a minute, that it was his understanding that the Bureau had been checking on 
King because there had been allegations that he had been in touch with 
recognised or potential communist agents and the reason nothing was ever 
released or done about it was that after checking into it, they became 
satisfied there was nothing dangerous and'he asked them what they would 
think of a Government that did not check into information that seemed to show 
that communist agents were trying to work on a man in Martin Luther King's 
position* Be said these kids listened and were astounded.that there might be 
another side to it, and he was telling me that tills was taken by Bobby Kennedy 
from the point of view of the generation gap. Mr. Noyes said he thought this 
is an important story. I said he became a kind of Messiah for the generation 
gap and individuals who were pro-King and still are. 

I told Mr. Noyes that as to the matter of electronic installations, 

I have never authorized an electronic installation of any kind at any time 
except with written approval of the then Attorney General and that goes right 
down to today. I said l do not have authority to do it myself and I do rtbt want 
it as I feel the Attorney General should be the one to approve or not approve 
electronic surveillances and we use it only in internal security cases and now 
in organized crime. I said in organized crime, the authority has to be obtained 
from the courts under the McClellan bill and in security cases — espionage, 
communist activities — that*is approved by the Attorney General, which is 


* 
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Memorandum! for Messrs, Tolson, DeLoach, Sullivan, Bishop June 19, 1969 


allowed under the McClellan Bill. 1 continued that the Bowan article indicated 
we were promiscuously continuing this sort of tiling without regard to restrictions 
or regard to authority, so the truth of the matter is, I have never ever authorised 
the installation of a technical electronic device except with the approval of the 
Attorney General in writing and we have q& file the original documents that 
support that statement. 

Mr. Noyes said that when he first asked me, 1 said it was all right 
Yo cite the Bureau for the authority and then I indicated I would rather have it 
come from them directly. He said if,in order to give this the authority it 
should have, it is necessary for him to cite me for the authority for some of 
this, is that o. k. with me. X told him that normally l would say no; that I 
would defer to Ms judgement because he knows more about the matter of 
public relations and public reaction. I toid him I have been astounded at the 
reaction on this thing. I said some of these magazines, like Newsweek, 
wMeh is owned by the Washington Post, carried the Cassius Clay testimony 
in Texas where he is on trial and where the use of the electronic device was 
exposed, and they stated the Agent testified the taps were continued until 
King's death. I said that is untrue and the Agent did not so testify. X said 
in the King case, it was discontinued April SO, 1965. X toid Mr. Noyes that 
if he thought it would be to the best interest of public relations in clearing 
up any really serious doubts newspaper people have, 1 would have no objection 
to being quoted. • > * 

Mr. Noyes said he thanked me and he thought X was making a wise 
decision in letting it come out. He said he thought if may be one of the most 
important stories of the year. 

I told Mr. HoyrS that when X read the Sunday paper and Rowan's 
article I thought here is an individual who is a Messiah of the dissident left, 
of wMch Rowan is a part, and yet it was done at the instance of Bobby Kennedy, 
who later became a great friend oi King's, notwithstanding he knew aH the 
facts, as X kept him advised as well as-ei'ery Attorney General since. 

Mr. Noyes said there is one tMng about this I should consider and 
that is that he has the gist of what is in these things from me, but I will be 

u». 

’ * V 

• 4 * 


• 
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asked immediately to release them fce^tuaUy. He said he thought I ought to do it. 

I told him I would have to get the authority of the Attorney General for that. 

Mr. Noyes said that is another problem, but the test ought to come out. He 
said it is very well for me to say what is in them, but the text ought to come 
out. I told him I realized that. He said he thought once before we had put out 
photostats. . .. 

I told Mm a Congressman, Gross, made inquiry in regard to some 
of Kennedy's authorizaiionsbefore he died and after he left the Attorney 
Generalship. I said he denied he had approved certain authorizations and I 
sent to the Congressman Xerox copies of the authorization Signed by Kennedy, 
as he being a Congressman, I felt he was entitled to it, and/iaen Attorney 
General approved. I said in this instance, if we get a request from a Congressman 
or Senator along the lines he indicated, I would submit it to the Attorney General 
with my recommendation. Mr. Noyes said l was going to get an immediate 
request — within the next couple of hours or as soon as he can get this out ~- 
from every news media for the text. 1 told him these were confidential 
documents of the Department and can only be released as to the text by the 
Attorney General. ' 

Mr. Noyes thanked me. 1 

* .. 

1:08 PM 


I returned a call from Mr. Newbold Noyes and he told me he very 
much appreciated my calling him back. He said he realized after we were 
finished talking that there was this one rather crucial question that he had not 
asked me and he did not know whether I could comment on it or not, but it 
seemed necessary to ask it; namely, whether the investigation of Dr. King 
did or did not reveal any suspicion of Marxist character. I told him I could not 
answer that question to be quoted. I told him 1 could say to him off the record 
ami for his own information it did but 1 could not be quoted on that. Mr. Noyes 
said he understood and that I understood the thing that most concerned him was 
the possibility that it cleared him in which case it seemed to him essential 
that they put it in the story, but they will handle it exactly as it is. I said it 
did not clear him at all, but 1 cannot mention that because it would reveal the 
confidential character of the investigation we made. Mr. Noyes again thanked 
me. 

Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
- 5 - Director 

0 .' 
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UNITED STATES GcWRNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO (j 1 Direct£>r * FBI (100-106670) 

^Legat, Paris (100-2082 ) (P.) 

0 

subject: vKARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 

<;S'M - C 



date: 4-14-66 


• Re Paris letter 4-1-66. » 

As the Bureau Is aware, MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR./ 
has visited Paris on two occasions within the past year. 

0n the first occasion KING preached a sermon,at the American 
Church in Paris and spoke before a French Protestant church 
group on 10-24-65. He returned with HARRY^BELAFONTE for a CSlLL 
J.arge rally held on 3-28-66 organized by the Martin Lu ther 
.'A King Paris Committee for_^ to raise money~f~or~"the 

"Stouthern "Cfirist 1 arTXeadership Conference. -//c /mt£r 

Although KING l s first appearance in Paris in jJ 
October, 1965 , was voluntary and in connection with a trip 
to accept an honorary degree in Holland, he took advantage 
of a previous invitation which had been extended to him bv /4 ~ / " ^ 7 
MARTI^SARGENT, Pastor of the Am erican Church in pa;r.A§., "t‘o^ 
preach at the Amerxcan~Church. SARGENT was one of the leading 
forces in organizing the Martin Luther Kihg Paris Committee 
for Civil Rights, which sponsored the rally on 3-28-66. 

I have been closely associated for a long 
period of time with the American Church in i>aris and I am 
acquainted with MARTIN SARGENT on a close personal basis. 

I have not discussed KING with SARGENT in detail but feel 
that it would be advisable to do so. Based on my personal 
acquaintanceship with SARGENT I feel that I could do this 
in such a manner as not to cause embarrassment to the Bureau. 


If the - Bureau approves, it is.requested that 
the Bureau furnish me with a memorandum for guidance so 
that I can discuss KING'S background with SARGENT in an 
effort to convince him that his continued support of MARTIN 
LUTHER KING may result in embarrassment for him and the 

3-n Paris o, nm ^ „ y ^,/f 7 


American Church 
\4 - Bureau (1 


VvA™*?. > .mao 

•' c/v -1’--' 

Liaison Section ^ . 

1 - Atlanta, IOO- 5586 , Info.) 

1 - Paris 

NWPSHD . 

This document is prepared in 

nation outside your Committee, ltluse u limited to official pioceea 9 J 
your Committee and the content may not he disclosed to unauthorized person- 
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4/25/66 


Legat, Paris (100-2082) 


Director, FBI (100-106670) Z L /&? 


/ ; 

f -• MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 

r sm-c 


Mr. Bland 
Mr. Baumgardner 
Mr. Basher 
Liaison 


S' 

d Cnj 
< 

5 CC 


<h I 


DeLoach_! 

Mohr- 

Wick _ 

Casper_ 

Callahan_ 

Conrad- 

Felt- 

Gale- 

. Rosen - 

, Sullivan- 

Tavel- 

f Trotter^ 
TeleJ^prrf-^ 
Holm^r* 

Gandy - 

NW 55245 


? Re Legat, Paris, letter 4/14/66. 

\ * * 

9 I ' , ' 

, Based on your Recommendation, authority is granted 

touorally brief Martin Sargent»Pastor of the American Church 
in ("Paris,on a confidential basis concerning King.’" 

Enclosed is a memorandum containing necessary pertinent 
information which may be used in the briefing of Sargent. He 
is to be advised such information is being furnished on a highly 
confidential basis and is for his information only. 

- '*£5- 

p cc The enclosure should be returned to the Bureau with 
the Results of this interview with Sargent 

~ For y our informat ion,,Buttles, indicate that- In 1943- 

a^m^l^group^of students 'iormed-lan-organization known as the 
"Committee of Racial Equality*’ at-2013 Fifth-Avenue, New York City. 
This group was active in protesting discrimination in the 
■ Ishite^MCAs... One . Martin Sargent -"“('^hite)' was identif ied as 
—Chairman- ef-the group. . . • . • 

Enclosure ' • "k , *• , E 

s. j ■ - 

Mr * ^ » ’ 

11 - Foreign Liaison Unit (Route Through ..lor Review) 

°ST tU <8 Lgat, Paris, letter 4/14/66 advised Sargent w one of the 
forols in organizing Martin Lather Ki n |;| 8 5“ i f_^|* tee 
for Civil Rights which sponsored the rally on 3/28/66 in Paris. 

' Legat-stated-he has been closely associated,for a longjeriod-of 

time-jwith-the American Church in Paris and is acquainted with 
Martin Sargent on a close personal basis. Based on his personal 
/ acauaintihship with Sargent, he recommends advising Sargent of 
' King 1 s background stating he could do this ip such a matter as not 
cause embarrassment to the Ihireau. . c r c) y C. u . 

E ' . • BEC, n l " ‘ Jr , 

— . iM$i _ fvS S3 ' 5 t>: ' ^ t 


PS's S»W.kt 

OHyjL, M 




TlQfifa This document %s i^VmSto Official proceedmgsby 

6 JZ net be iiechsed to 

avnress awroval of the FBI • v 


wSSaSSSKr.” FBI , 








Date: 5_9_56 

Transmit the following in 



via . AIRTEL 


(Type in plain text or code) 



(Priority or Method of Mailing) 




w 


FROM: 


SUBJECT 


Director, FBI (100-106670) 
Legat, Paris (100-2082) (EUC) 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SM - C - 


aA 

A 


\m\ 



ReBulet 4-2 5-66 . ' /- / .7 .■ / - r"■ 

This is to advise that on 5-9-66 I orally briefed MARTIN 
^SA RGENT, Pa stor of the American Church, in Paris, on a confidentfair 
'' basic concerning KING pursuant to authorisation contained in 

reBulet. The memorandum furnished to this office as an enclosure 
to reBulet for briefing purposes is returned herewith. 

I stressed to SARGENT that this was being furnished to 
him on a personal and confidential basis for his future guidance 
because of my interest in the American Church in Paris and in 
him as a Pastor. I repeatedly warned SARGENT against discussing 
this with anyone else or with "quoting me or the Bureau in any 
way whatsoever". I stressed that I was doing this because of 
my^ faith in his ability to use the information only for his own 
guidance. 

* 

SARGENT’S first reaction was that the information is 
not true. I pointed out to him that the source .is abso lutely 
reliable and ,thjeiie~JLS M jio_queshi.cu 2 _as_^.o„theaver acity ofTHe^ , 

information^,__ Toward the end of the interview SARGENT''thanked /[ 
iae 7 f 6 r~Having furnished him with the information, thanked me 
for my confidence in him, and definitely agreed that he would 
not discuss the information with anyone else. He stated that 


he would keep the information in raft 
with MARTIN LUTHER KING. J 

3 - Bureau (Enc, l) //j 

(1 - Liaison Section) V „ 
1 - Paris 

NWPJHD ***+$> 


iia his future dealings 

;~0 -/£// • A . 

IS MAY 161966 


w 

AIRTEL 


j* 8 „ 




Approved:/, 

oa m 
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3010—106 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


OPTIONAL TOiuf ?IO. 10 3010-106 

MAY 196? IDIT^N 

° SA '^- * £G -f 0, 27 

t JNITED^TATES GO’ 1 fP‘NMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. DeLCgch 


"\ 


DATE: 6/1/70 


T. E. Bishoi 



O 



nvocu W » —y — 

Su 11 i van 

Tavel _ zJjT 

F 


JIM. BISHOP, AUTHOR; 

PROPOSED BOOK ON MARTIN LUTHER KING 








\ 


1 

L a 

■>4i 


You will recall that "Reader’s Digest" has contracted wit! 

Jim Bishop, a well-known author, to do a book on the Martin Luther King 
assassination case. In contacts which Bishop has had with "Reader's Digest" I 
concerning this matter, it was indicated that the book by Bishop would deal with • 
the assassination of Martin Luther King and the hunt for, and apprehension of, 
the assassin by the FBI. Such a book, of course, would be most favorable to the ' 
FBI and our work in the case. We have not started working with Bishop in the 
preparation of the book because of the fact that James Earl Ray has filed a 
number of appeals in his case, o-, one still being pending, and the Depart¬ 

ment has not yet authorized us to begin working with an author in connection with' 
this case. 

/ c 
_ ,, 

On May 21,1970, by referral from Mr. DeLoach’s Office, I ' 

I received a phone call from Jim Bishop from Florida. He stated that he had 
1 recently had a conversation with Robert Cousins, an edito r with Funk and 
Wagn alls, which is the publishing house f for "Reader’s Digest, " about his 
proposed book on Martin Luther King. Cousins indicated that he had been led 
to believe by Hobart/Lewis, President_.ofJJReader^sJDigest,J' that Bishop had 
indicated an unwillingness to have his manuscript reviewed for accuracy upon 
its completion. Bishop advised me that he has always submitted his manuscripts 
for review to persons or agencies which have cooperated with him in the prepara¬ 
tion of books and he would welcome such review by the Bureau in connection with 
any book he may do on Martin Luther King. 

At this point, Bishop indicated in his conversation with me that 
what he has been considering in connection with the book regarding Martin Luther 
King is a biographical book on King which would end with King’s death and the 
declaration of national days of mourning for King by the President. He indicated 
that he was extremely interested in getting all possible information concerning 
King from the FBI that he could, particularly that type of information which 

1 - Mr. DeLoach & 
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- Mr. Rosen 

- Mr. Sullivan 
, Bishop 
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Bishop to DeLoach memo (continued) 
Re: JIM BISHOP, AUTHOR 


would show King’s immoral character, the influence over him by subversive 
elements, etc. He indicated that he was considering keeping his book strictly 
one of a biographical nature rather than one which would deal with the details 
of King’s assassination and the Bureau’s hunt for the killer and the apprehension 
of the latter. 


On June 1, 1970, you (Mr. DeLoach) telephonically contacted 
Bishop and advised him in no uncertain terms that it would not be possible for 
the Bureau to furnish him any information whatsoever concerning-King’s 
jm moraLc haracter or his communist or subversive connections. He was 
aavised that this information was classified and had never been released by the 
FBI to any source outside of the Government. He' was told that, if and when we 
get clearance from the Department to do so, we would be willing to cooperate 
with him in a book which would treat solely with the assassination and the events 
leading up to the identity and capture of James Earl Ray, the assassin. „ 

Ai-t f< piff/nv*&■ jj 


* Bishop advised you (Mr. DeLoach) that he had apparently been 

under a misapprehension as to the type of book which ’’Reader’s Digest” expected 
him to write on Martin Luther King. He stated that he would be favorably 
disposed toward doing a book dealing with the assassination of King, but he wished 
to discuss the matter further with ’’Reader’s Digest. ” 


Inasmuch as we have not yet received clearance from the Department 
to cooperate in the preparation of a book on the assassination of King, no further 
action will be taken on this matter until such clearance is received and until 
we are assured by Bishop that his book will treat with the assassination of King 
rather than being a biography of him attempting to expose his immoral character 
and communist connections. 


RE COMMENDATION: 

No additional action is recommended until we have received 
clearance from the Department on this matter. 
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December 4, 19?0 


! Mr. T' ;V_ 
Mr. ~1£ 

\/ in-'- V,Vl 

(J\ Tr.fr. c-.::3'3r__ 

| Mr. CVts-r__ 

Mr. G.nrsd_ 

j Mr. F«v_. 

Mr. GM*.__ 

Mr. Rc sen__ 

Mr, TaV'cl___ 

Mr. Walters 
Mr. S-yars HJi 

Tele. R _y>.» 

I Miss H:Cr.-fS:_ 

f Miss Gasdr. 


':4 f ' 

.6 . 

' *< V 

4 / * 

. V;< g> 

1 

CO 

i O 

i , U4 
• Q 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director 1 Tele, 

jpBI I Miss 

, < !r* -r ti. • Miss Gaadv;_ 

Department of Justice i - - 

Washington, D. C. • 

V :/ ✓. 

Dear Director: ' 

^ ‘ 6 . 

It is possible that Deke may hav© told you before -v^~ 

he retired that I have been rese&sehing a clinical / 

biography of Martin Luther King., -Sr. for the past ^ (j Vi/ 
li years. Right now I have 14 volumes of rjptes / 
in .chronological order. 

I recall with gratitude that you and the FBI have 
helped me to achieve accuracy in Stocks from the days 
of Lou Nichols onward. Since De&ehas left, I have 
been helped a little wit 1 * 1 * h(a Mentis affidavits and an 
autopsy report through the kindness of Tom Bishop 
of your staff. 

I do -not know how much more you aa© willing to re¬ 
veal but I am interested in the fxi'lowings 

1- When did RFK authorize t3ec tapping of Kin's 
phone and why. In following outttSis assignment, 
the FBI learned a lot about the private life, of 
Martin Luther King, Jr, — materMlwhich it had 

no intentions of using publicly. H am in need of 
a generalized £as opposed to speedf:5.c-) idea of his \ 

extra-curicular sex life to balanxee off his public^-^^ ^ 
•.saintliness, ' . ?** 

\ - - 

2 - I am interested in his jSiist contacts with ? 

Communists and whether he was us mg' them, or they G VV~ V 
were using him.rv 113 ... ^ t «. aA " V 

^ r.uG' nr ! t - ^ * 7 

3- The Reverend Ralph Aberoathy and others, 
in interviews with me, insist t hat King's meeting 
with you was a cordial affair, ^y instinct tells 

me to the contrary. . / 

KBDEG ?.?. V?^ S 

I do not know how much you are willing to reveal 
of that meeting but I would be interested.in' 
who requested that you meet him jand. ,what.AvasAg'al.'d 

^ j 

\J/ s>//o/yc ! '7C- -/S': 

prr , / - 

11 - * C VP /^nfnrj 1 M TCjT.wa tr a.tis a t tut • y 


=m*i-5"5^5 -B-cre l -l 


Me ior Tc- 


O A-v-r, V -T^-, ,1 

• | GOLDEN ISLES, HAIMDALE, FLORIDA 33009 










J. Edgar Hoover, Director 


/ 


December 4, 1970 


: when you two were alone. Abernathy tells me that he 
« whs with King and you every minute of the time and 
that nothing was said about King's affinity for 
Communists and women. 

I would like to remind you that there are now 
1,700,000 words in books written about Martin Luther 
King, Jr. since his death on April 4, 1968. Almost 
all of them paint him as a Messiah. It is not my 

i | purpose to condemn the man but I would like to have an 
j accurate portrait of his weaknesses as well as his 
j strengths. 

{{ If you want me to come to Washington, I shall, 


Sincerely, )■. 



JB/av 


(\ yv Al. 

Jim Bishop 



JIM BISHOP * GOLDEN ISLES. HALLANDALE, FLORIDA 33009 
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UNITED STATES GCA^NMENT 

Memorandum 




Mr 0 Bishop 


DATE: 12-10-70 


FROM 


* Brcnnan, i i€^D. 

P Callahan_ 

Casper_ 

Conrad_ 


Tavel_ 

Walters_ 

= M. A. 'JcSn^s r 

s\ Holmes- 

(jj Gandy- 

2 T: JIM BISHOP, AUTHOR .. , 

REQUEST FOR INFORMATION ON THE //{ fj 

REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. ' JLjUL^» 

By letter of 12-4-70, captioned individual, who is well- , 
known to theDirector, and is on the Special Correspondents List, noted ' 

-vthat he has been researching a ’’clinical biography” of King for the past 
ll 1/2 years. He advises that he is interested in receiving various infor¬ 
mation from us on the private life of King, including King’s "extracurricular 
f sex life, ” King’s contact with communists, and his meeting with Mr. Hoover. 

¥ 

In your memorandum to Mr. DeLoach dated 6-1-70, you 
referred to Mr. DeLoach telephonieally contacting Jim Bishop on that 
, \date to advise him in no uncertain terms that it would not be possible for 
. jthe Bureau to furnish him any information whatsoever concerning King’s / 
Ummpxal_character or his communist or subversive connections. He was ( 

: advised"that this information was classified and had never been released 
( by the FBI to any source outside of the Government. 

i 1 

As you will recall, Jim Bishop has previously been furnished 
'information on the King assassination which has been released by the 
Department. Therefore, it is not felt any harm would result from furnishing 
Jim Bishop only public source data we have available concerning some of the 
_ points he has raised in his letter on King. 


I SUBJECT: 


m 


rtt 


RECOMMENDATION: 


ST-Uh 




That attached letter with enclosures be sent Jim Bishop. 


Enclosures (4) 

. / » -// 

1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure \| 
1 - Mr. Bishop - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan - Enclosure 
1 - Miss Holmes - Enclosure 
1 - Mr. Jones 


>-< 

/ - 

\J<y 22 DEC 21 f970 




22 DEC 21 f970 


« document is prepared in response to your request and. is not foi\<ttssemfc/^ 
m outside your Committee. Its use is limited to official proceem^jmjfy 
your Committee and the content may not he disclosed to uiiairftyffi^wJpersonr 
nel without the express approval of the FBI i 
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December 11, 1970 


KtG-7?<?y_ /O_(o 

^ ■ / / 
EX-113. ^ ' -/ 

Mr. Jim Bisho p 
Golden Isles” ” 

'Hallandale,' 'Florida 33009 

Bear Mr. Bishop; 

I have received your letter of December 4th 
in which you requested information concerning Martin Luther 
King, Jr.. . -J-: ... 

Since the data you have requested is similar 
in nature to that which you requested in June of this year, 
at which time you were advised that it would not be possible 
to furnish such information, I regret I am unable to help you 
at tiiis time. However, there is enclosed some material 
concerning 4^e Martin Luther King, Jr., which 

you roignt find to be of assistance. 


f w 

! 

WWV" 

y~\/U\dw 


Tolson_ 

Sullivan_ 

Mdhi __ 

Bishop _ 

Bronnan, C.D. 

Callahan_ 

Casper_ 

Conrad_ 

Foil_ 

Gale_ 

Kusen - 

Tavel_ 

Walters_i_ 

Sovars_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Holmes -- 

Gandy_ 


W&IIEQ b 


iV-M-FSf 


Sincerely yours, 
2* Edgar Hoover 


/y 


Enclosures (3) — 12/7/64 issue of U. S. News and World Report article 

entitled "Next: A National Police Force?" 

5/16/68 issue of Congressional Record containing remarks 
of Hon 0 John R. Rarick 

12/14/70 issue of Time article entitled "J. Edgar Hoover 
Speaks Out With Vigor. " .. ... .. 

1 - Mr. Sullivan (detached) 1 - Miss Holmes (detached) 

1 - Mr. Bishop (detached) 1 - Mr. Malmfeldt (detached) 

1 - Mr. C. D. Brennan (detached) 1 - M. A. Jones (detached) 

NOTE: See Jones to Bishop memo dated 12/10/70, captioned "Jim Bishop, 
Request For - ---C - Information On The Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr." 


JCFtmcl 


rftes document is prepared in response to pour request and is not for dissemi- 
xM^don outside your Committee. Its use is limited to official proceedings by 
your Committee omd the content may not be disclosed to. unauthorized person r 


— . trr ^Whel zvitkout the’e&press. *approval of the FBI . 
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June 24; I960 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. TOLSON 

MR. DE LOACH 
MR. SULLIVAN 


With regard to the technical surveillance and investigation of the 
late Martin Luther K i ng, J r., I note that copies of the material were sent 
to Carl T. Rowan, then Director of the United States Information Agency. 

I further note that the material, particularly the over-all summary memo¬ 
randum of December 21, 1964, was widely distributed to representatives 
M the Government agencies. I think there should be greater discrimination 
relative to the dissemination of highly confidential material. Certainly 
Rowan, even though he was Director of the United States Information Agency, 
should never have been furnished with this material in view of his known 
racist activities. I note the same material was disseminated to Dr. Leland -lip 
Hayworth of the National Science Foundation. I do not understand why he -"jY* 
should have been included on the list for dissemination, as certainly Xiong's if 
activities did not fall within the area of his Foundation. v 


Please initiate immediately a re-evaluation of the dissemination 
of our highly sensitive and confidential information. 


Very truly yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


JEHjEDM 


Tolson _ 

DeLoach _ 

Mohr_ 

Bishop _ 

Ccsper_ 

CaJlapan_ 

. Conrad_ 

roll_ 

Gale_k 

Hosen _ 

Sullivan 

Tavel_ 

Trotter_ 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes- 

Gandy - 


805 « 


JdO 


*° JUN 261969 
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... 







OX 

iVH 26-1969 


SENT FROM D. O. 
TIME 
DATE 

v f w 


This dpxtment is preptmd “”**^1*° fffiSdvroceedings H 

the express approval of the P tsi • ./ 

^ TEl^TYPE UNIT CZU Ls f / ’ 
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Holmes- 

. # Gandy- 

CP 

SUBJECT: ROY WILKINS J, 

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY '/ 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT v 

OF COLORED PEOPLE (NAACP) 

APPOINTMENT 11/27/64 ' /J ')}' 

FBI HEADQUARTERS 

WASHINGTON, D. C. A 

yf 

Roy Wilkins, Executive Secretary, National Association for the (j 
Advancement of Colored People, called me from New York at 12:55 p.m. today. He' 
stated that he had to fly down to Washington to see me immediately. He asked if I 
had any available time. He apologized for attempting to arrange an appointment on-what. 
• he termed a "holiday weekend**- -. 1 -told him-the "holiday weekend" .made no difference 
to us and that despite his unwarranted statements concerning the Director and the FBI, * 

I would sit down and talk to him. 

"> Wilkins arrived at 4:00 p. m. He stated that he was greatly concerned. . v 
He made reference to the Director^ Loyola speech last Tuesday, 11/24/64, in which ; 
the Director had made reference to "sexual degenerates" in pressure groups. Wilkins^ 
stated he personally knew about whom the Director was talking, although many other ^ 
Negroes did not know. Wilkins added that he had received at least three newspaper ^ 
inquiries during the past two days from individuals inquiring as to whether King was a / 
sexual degenerate or not. ' ^ 

Wilkins told me that he personally did not mind seeing King ruined. h 7 
stated the important part of the matter, however, was the fact that if King was ruined?*' 
the entire civil rights movement would be ruined. Wilkins stated that her personally 9,! 
knew that King was a ,r Liar" and that he had little respect for him. He quoted an example 
of his wife stating last night at a Thanksgiving dinner with friends, upon being asked if^, 
she knew of the terrible things that "Edgar Hoover had said about Reverend King beingq 
a liar." Mrs. Wilkins replied, "This doesn't surprise me because King is a liar." / 

Wilkins continued that while King is no good, his ruination will spell the downfall of thqd 
{entire civil rights movement. . /A g 

^ ^ 

j r ' . Wilkins told me that despite the trutmiuness of the sexual degenerate . | 

/ ' allegatfonsmnd communist allegations against King, many of Ms -Negro associates. . ; -E 
> - 

j Enclosure ] CO r. v SENT jo Mr"t0 LS0 n] . 

vb -/mi^^loSen ^i kesvon se to ■jourlrequest, and is-ttaijoz~disheim- 

1 - Mr! Sullivan ov.tside your Committee, Its use is limited to official prj&dee'Mngs \y 

1 - Mr* Tones y° ur Committee and the content may not he cmclosed to unauthorised <pjere<ln~ 

CDD:dgs (7) ne ^ w ^Cnout^ Ifkd- ‘bxprpssfyipproval of f@Ol^INUED-OVER “'b 

■lMJB" lfMR7- TJ - ° n Pans 1 







• Delioach to Mohr Mei to, 11/27/64 
Re: Roy Wilkins, At ointment 11/27/64 

FBI Headquarters, Washington, D. Co 


. would jump to the defensive and defend King. On the other hand, however, many of the 
white people who believe in the civil rights movement and who yearly contribute from 
$500 to $50, 000 to this movement will immediately cease their financial support. 

WT .dns added that the loss of financial support will be tremendous, however,- the loss of 
fa Jh in King by millions of Americans would be even vorse. He stated the combination 
o the two would, of course, halt any further progress of the civil rights movement. 

Wilkins told me that he and a number of the Negro leaders had attempted 
t ;veral months ago to get King to accept the presidency of a small college. He stated 
King had refused to do this because he was accustomed to the hypocrisy of adulation 
and to the money that was pouring in to him. He stated that King for some time now has 
received from $500 to a $1,000 per speech on the lecture circuit. He mentioned that 
King receives considerable support from wealthy Negro and white people alike. He 
\stated that obviously the best thing that the Negro leaders could do now would be to get 
' King, to accept a position as Pastor of a large. Negro church and thereby retire forever 
»as a leader of the Negroes. 

• Wilkins stressecLthe fact that lie was not-seeing me as an emissary... .He. ; 

| stated he had some influence on King but not much. He added that there were others 
within his movement who had greater influence and that perhaps together some pressure 
could be brought on King. Wilkins then added that he hoped that the FBI would not 
1 expose King before something could be done. 

. ' I interrupted Wilkins at this point. I told him that the Director, of 

course, did not have in mind the destruction of the civil rights movement'as a whole. 

I told him the Director sympathized with the civil rights movement as exemplified by the 
Birector’s supervision of the FBI’s many brilliant accomplishments in this field. I 
. added, however, that we deeply and bitterly resented the lies and falsehoods told by 
King and that if King wanted war we certainly would give it to him. Wilkins shook his 
head and stated there was no doubt in his mind as to which side would lose if the FBI 
really came out with all of its ammunition against King. I told him the ammunition 
was plentiful and that while we were not responsible for the many rumors being initiated 
against King, we had heard of these rumors and were certainly in a position to 
; substantiate them. 


I told Wilkins that inasmuch as he was attempting to hold out the feather 
of peace he should know a few positive facts of life. He asked what I meant. I told 
him my point was that he was attempting to prevent the FBI from exposing King, yet 
certain highly-placed informants of ours had tipped us off to absolutely reliable infor¬ 
mation that King had organized a bitter crusade against the Director and the FBI. I 
told Wilkins . these long-standing and weU placed informants had advised us that King 
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had contacted people in various parts of the United States to get them to send telegrams 
to the President, the Attorney General, and the FBI asking for Mr„ Hoover’s retire- 
me .t or resignation. I told Wilkins that King had also encouraged telegrams.to be 
se t advising the FBI of laxness in the investigation of civil rights matters. I asked 
V ikins how in the hell could he expect the FBI to believe his offers of friendship and 
7 jquest for peace when King was at this time attempting to ruin us. Wilkins merely 
) mg his head and stated he had no idea that King was carrying on such a campaign. He 
i ated that this upset him greatly and made him all the more determined to initiate 
action to remove King as soon as possible. 


Wilkins stated that he had long note,d King’s sympathy toward the 
communist movement. He told me this obviously stemmed from Stanley Levinson’s 
influence on King. Wilkins diverted from the subject of the conversation to spend some 
time in explaining that he had also noted communist influence in the civil rights move¬ 
ment in Mississippi. He stated that the cry of ’’Down with the Proletariat” was getting * 


j-■L.^ 

tv wv; uivj 


V7 y* 


nsrxr' nrx 


rilitant.Hegr.ces in. Mississippi and; Al&b.am&a,/ Ke-.wi.entic™^- 


the same thing was true with respect to Negro allegations of laxness on the part of the. 
FBI. He mentioned that the Negroes have been led by King and Bayard Rustin to 
believe that the FBI could do nothing right; consequently, FBI solution of civil rights 
cases made little impression upon some Negroes in the civil rights movement. 


Wilkins stated he was wrong in his criticism of the Director. He added 
that he was attempting to accomplish, in a mild manner, a division between the battle 
of the Director and King and any phases of the battle which would reflect upon the civil 
. rights movement. He stated he has a hard time controUing his 32-man Board of 
Directors, particularly since King is a member of this board. He then added, ”We’re 
hurting, ” and something must be done. 

Wilkins told me that he will be lecturing in California most all of next 
week. He stated that before he leaves for the coast he will attempt to see King, along 
with other Negro leaders, and tell King that he can’t possibly win in any battle with the 
FBI and that the best thing for him to do is to retire from public life. He stated he 
may not have any success in this regard, however, that he is convinced that the FBI 
can easily ruin King overnight, therefore, for the good of the civil rights cause King 
should make definite plans to leave public life and merely be Pastor of a Negro church 
in the future. I told 'Wilkins this, of course, was up to him; however, I wanted to 
reiterate once again most strongly, that if King wanted war we were prepared to give 
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it to him and let the chips fall where they may. Wilkins stated this would be most 
disasterous, particularly to the Negro movement and that he hoped this would never 
come about. I told him that the monkey was on his back and that of the other. Negro 
leaders. He stated he realized this. We then shook hands and he left to return to 
New York. 

ACTION : 

It is suggested that the attached letter be sent to the President in 
connection with the above conversation. 


ft 
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Xfovassfesr W* 1034 


fee President 
tn.Q '•'-;!? i,t@ Emm 
%^mMxigUm r B. Co 20501 

My dear Mih Presides!? 


(* -f 
* 0 ? 


N.'\& 


Oe the afternoon ol November 2T, 1 ©64, Ho? \\lli IMiS%. 
gmmtW® Secretary of the National Association for tho Advancement 
of Colored People* at Ms repost, mads a torcted trip from K ew York 
to sneak with Assistant director Cartfea 15, DsLoacfe about a matter 
which ho indicated eo&eorned him greatly. Tfea following^s-a resume 
of. the iafomatioaluriiishsd by \Vilkiag* ^ ^ & yppb) iLk "• ^5 

viiktm* smsed feu had received M Is#as4 ltu-€r$ jisma#a£«e? 
Inquiries daring the past t«o days from irMirickisls inquiring as to 
whether or not limemmi Martin LuLior Eing was a sesas&i degoasraie. 

C llktss said that psrscsiaiiy fee would sist wfrk&d seeing r. log ruined, but 
he felt Inst while Eisg was no good;, the missiles of King would spoil 
the downfall of the entire civil righto movsaient, Wilkins stated that 
fee personally knew ifisg was a liar and sad little respect for him. As. 
aa example, while haying Thanksgiving dinner with friends, yfHfelas* 
y 4 lie, iv-hoa sskea about the terrible things I had said about Here rend king 
being a liar, replied, *TMs -doesn't surprise me because Eing is a liar.* 4 

V- Uklss indicated that while the- sesn&i degenerate and 
communist allegations against uiag are true, many of Us l.e^ro < 

associates would rise to Ms defense. Ee felt, however, that many 
white people who believe In the civil rights movement and who yearly 
contribute from >303 to 050,000 to this icore&ent would Immediately 
, cease i *■ - -.l re ..-port* TUs loss, coy.- led with ifea loss of 

faith In i.ii^ millions of Americans, would halt any further progress 
of the civil rights movement. _ ,_. 


y \ 


■ \ 


LtfiS&Mr. T olson 


“oBelmont . /OA) 

Casper 1 - . V,r. fje Loach- Thi&doyumen 
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T M President 


Recording to Wilkins, hs m&l a number of Negro leaders 
had, several months ago, attempted to feavoLliing accept the presidency 
of a ’small college. king refused because ke was accustomed to Ike 
^hypocrisy of auuMios''’ aad to the mousy that is pouring is to him. Eing 
receives 'from p588 to '4i «&00 per spsaca os fclie lesfesrs circuit and 
receives considerable support from beta waits people &ad Negress. 
WiBdss felt the feast thing Negro leaders now csaM accomplish would 
fee to have accept a position as jrasto? oi a large Negro chared and 
retire forever as a leader of tee Negroes, W liking isdicafed that he 
Isa4 some iafkieace on. King feat not mash, however, there are others 
within Ms movement who have greater M&enee and perhaps together 
they -could bring some pressure to bear upon Biag. 

/ JiJLa WiMss stated lie was aware of F,isg*s sympathy toward 
y tbs communist -movement and felt this obviously stemmed from St anley 
pijsvinsm^u influence on liing. Be stated thst ^Bown with the £?olet&rt&f* 
* was becoming the batUecry of militant Nep^sss la Mississippi &r>4 
Alabama and tbs- samsr thing was Inis with respect to Negm ailegatioas 

Oi va t25tf‘?/4£&& tii. Uh> sr X«3f a/<^p?z* a&ru, fcjy 

Slsg and BafardVj Mstm to believe the FBI could do soiMrg right and 
ns a result isopkxohs by tbs FBI of civil rights cases mads little 
impression upon some Negroes in tbs civil rights movement. 

ii-5, 

—' WiMss admitted that be bad criticised m® unjustly. Ho 

caM fee has a difficult time controlling Ms Board ox .Directors, consisting 
of S2 members, since A lag is a member of this Board. He stated iT we*ro 
hurting” sad that something must bo dose, ' 

Ui&Sns stated bo will be lecturing la California most 
qS this weelc and that before b© leaves for tbs coast be will attempt to 
see Bing, along wits otaer Ne^ro leaders, sad endeavor to g&rgnade 
Sing to retire from public life. 

respectfully submitted. 


* S * 


(NAACP), Appointment 11/27/64, FBI Headquarters, Washington, D. C. v * 
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9:25 AM 


July 22, 1954 


facial Mo fa's 


MEMORANDUM FOE ME,. TOISON ! 

MR. BELMONT 
MR. EU&EN 

LJ MR. 8VLUNA8 

> / rtf‘/3 ME,• DE LOACH 


¥ ' 
X 


Tolso i_ 

Belmont_ 

Mohr \ 

Casper_ 

Callahan_ 

Conradl_ 

De Loach_ 

Evans i_ 

Gale — | ^ 
Rosen 

Sullivan dl 

Tavel__4 

Trotter_ 

Tele. Room . 
dines 


I called President Lyndon B. Johnson and told Mm I wanted to givfe 
Mm a report oa my conversation -with Mayor Robert Warner of Lew York Cijfcyv' 

I stated I nau tallied to toe Mayor tills morning as X could sot reach Min iasL -*•- . 

night and the Mayor told me he had just talked to tbs President, y x • . 

4 I ' 

HLstate&X told fee Mayor* that we are working with'Ms police ^ ^ ? 
^^.ritles. 1 elated the Mayor'said he had taken a trip-through EAriem \ ^ " 

3 a at.m^L ^^^on^issiQaer^jtgrpliy- aad'thasgs see-medda-fiave-qaleted-dov/n^ ^ x 
there^ut“to _ i^e~siMted*to'diroo^yti. • X-stated i-thsugkt iheJlrookiyivsituation 

of stores rather than, a ?»Hai problem.. -X 
stated tilers' is no doubt a great deal of communist influence in the situation. 
_Jmli£idem-<snd-U'iat^. what the Xtfew-York poitce-are^oneenfeMing^Ga-ana^we 
are givmg them'every-assistaace we can. --! 

X told the President that we got Martin Luther King through the # 
evening safe and sound; that some plane had flown over and dropped l&iaa / 
leaflets but there was no attempt on Ms life, / ^ a / 

Ths..Pr.esident stated.iie saw an article In the New York&'ews entitled 
'hfldio-Is-V/MppMg-Lp- theiliots;-hiayor Homey-LBJ - Assigns FBI, f, aad he suggested 
Lggt h cop y ,and_read, it. The President stated he thought the FBI going in there 
-heipod-tae-situatlomiast night and he thought it would continue to improve when 
they know tost somebody who is competent,, cisjeetive, and fair is going to he 
jookmg„ ovhrjmeir shoulders as. whoever. is crooked gets concerned when the 
FBI goes in, llxe-President-stated.tlis.stor.y: was by Jack. Malian and proceeded 
£o read~pari,«i it,. 

< ./ ^ 

-The President stated someone told Mm yesterday that this -isKsne of 
^&i.£aMe&~G£~six~or -eight cities and that fediowiag- Governor ‘Wallace getting out, 
~~t-iey.had a deal sometime Lack that the Alabama man would take control high 
Z 5 pMMha-ec 2 .olon.oi' the ether party, a fellow named Greenland, (phonetic). The 
—5-ii.xsAuont stated that Wallace did get out and that then there would be some 
-z&rLZQ jgm e in with Nogroes to agitate in cities Irraa New York to ,Los Angeles.' . 

^ ^ u l 23 196, - y /^9=^^nT 7 

- ' rrr t * 7 f ♦ . - 1 . LI/.I .iZ* . jJwki/u /7?00/>W)/ r 


.MAIL ROCUj 
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1 July 22, HU 

| ; 

Memorandum lor Messrs. T clean, Beisnoat, Eases, Ssliivaa, BeLoach 


The- President stated he thought that we have got to get la there and see about 
the coaiiaaQist groups and the right wingers, too, because both apparently 
are-paykt^-oa- tne~ weaknesses-©£ these people and he doss not believe-anybody 
eaa get toe tn&rssatlaa but the i?Bi and he thinks we nave to have It to know 
how-to-feaadie it. I stated we will dig into it right slway, . The President 
stated-he-thoagiitw sail get m there and ho thinks it is important* - He 'Continued, 
that Senator Goidwater has been talking about wanting, to-tsdk to him and keep 
tMsjsut^oi-poi'itlc-Si He -statedJie thought he would -say to Goidwafcer, if 
'*Goidwater-rdmti_tc?,taik to Mm publicly, that we are not going to do anything 
.to-Mi&me the people but just try to investigate and if say 3?%aer-ai laws are- 
violated, to prosecute them without fear ca? favor, without any partisanship 
whatever ancLil ills a local problem, going to cooperate with, the local'people 
we are not-^natlonal police. The President stated as Jar as he igr ’ 
eoss^r&ed,- -he~is ^oing to give me lull- authority ssta independent authority, 
sslho will Support me, - sssu tnat l -am going to work with the Governors and 
the local people as 1 have been for years; so my oMy instruction from-hkt-is 
to proceed without fear orlavar,,-Without any partisanship,-as he knows I" 
would anyway, to get the facts and put it on top of the table to iook at. 


1 hO 

o ^ 


Ptold-thoc^resMentT-wouMMig^intQjt.at .once... 

Very truly years, 

lAtt 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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JBsr.JACK MALLON, WILLIAM FEBERICIand— 
7~ ,. . HENRY LEE 

•Professional, .well-financed. agitators by the, 
hundreds, representing both the extreme deft and; 
extreme right, are whipping up the violence in : Haf- ‘ 
lem- and Bedford-Stuyve-sant—and the legitimate- 
responsible civil rights organizations have lost con-., 
trol, THE NEWS established last night . " j 

A five-month investigation by dozens of top detec-’ 
Hives; working in dose cooperation with the FBI, has dis- • 
closed widespread Communist infiltration—so much so 
that they command 1,000 young fanatics .dedicated to 
violence. Their instructions are: “Deploy! Incite!” One 
high'source described them as “beatniks, crumbums, ad-, 
'diets and thieves,” some of whom are paid in narcotics as 
well as. cash, , . - 

; . • • White Hate Groups in on It' - 

v R - The investigation, launched at.the order of Commis- - 
’ sioner Murphy, was conducted by the entire Central Office 
Bureau and Squads, including the Bureau of Special Serv-- 
;.ices (BOSS) and the Criminal Investigation Bureau. Meet- 
•: ing places and the identity of leaders—none of whom had. 

previously come to public attention—were established. ‘ 

1 j Significantly, through the FBI, the police also estab- 
1 lMica=that funds from white-' racist groups—wha^Ms®*- . 




The Washington Post and 
Times Herald 

The Washington Daily News 
The Evening Star - 


New York Herald Tribune _ 

New York Journal-American 
New York Mirror --.. .. 


New York Daily News 
New York Post _ 


The New York Times 

The Worker_ 

The New Leader - 


The Wall Street Journal . 
The National Observer * 

People's World .. 

Date_ 


JUL 2 2 1964. 
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Tew York to get a taste of Negro 
(nolcnw-^have been pouring into 
jrlarlem. 

In an unholy alliance, one high 
Source disclosed, both the Com- 
(nies and extreme Southern right 
fingers have been supporting the 
Biack Muslims because they are 
bhe most violent muscle unit. In 
jfacc, the Muslims have bragged 
bf receiving money from a Texas 
millionaire-whom they don’t hesi¬ 
tate to identify. 

! According to one civil rights 
leader, they' want to show the 
responsible Negro leadership who 
really controls Harlem and he 
himself was told: “There will be 
no peace in Harlem until the 
iBlack Nationalists are recog¬ 
nized." 

Store Is the HQ 
In the 'IV. 125th St. ‘area, up to 
50 paid-Communist agitators are 
known, to be working, the rally¬ 
ing point being a store near 125th 
and Seventh Ave. Here, each Fri¬ 
day at 4 P.M., the professional 
agitators have reported to receive 
their pay envelopes. The store 
also is known to be frequented by 
Ui\ attaches Xrvm the United 
Arab Republic and various leftist 
African nations. 

The R-ev. Richard A. Hilde¬ 
brand, president of the NAACP 
New York branch, blames both 
the Commies and the black Na¬ 
tionalist groups in Harlem. There 
F are more than 100 such hate units 
l> there, another 50 in Bedford-Stuy- 
Tvesant and three -in the Bronx. 

CORE Fights Reds 
“The Communists have beeri-1 
l concentrating oh these hate'l 
.« groups and Black Nationalists 
‘ not because they believe in their J| 


“And why? Because we donT 
believe in killing people. And 
that's what they want to do up 
there—kill people,” 

Taking the Opportunity 
According to Rich, CORE has 
had one or two Reds “from time 
to time,” but “we get rid of 
them!” If they are numerically 
»small, he was asked, how can 
* philosophy but because they thinkthey be effective. 


* they are the wildest and most 
extreme and through them, they 
, can promote the most unrest,” he 
l explains. 



! plotting the current disorders to 
the hilt. “ * 

“They work with/many small 
splinter groups,” he said. “These 
groups need - help and support, 
and they may be unaware of their 
threat. These people* (the Reds) 


Rev. Richard A. Hildebrand 
Blames Reds, black nationalists 


had a serious infiltration of Reds, 
but is* believed to .have weeded 
them out. A similar problem! 1 
exists in its East River chaplet % 


could very easily become heroes endorses ihe hard-nose : 

in a situation like -this." . Geology of the Chinese t|om- * 

Significantly,‘ observers pointed {? nuinists, and several lefwmg 
- - - 9 - - - -• 1 j youth groups, including the Free- 

.1_ XT_ r._ i t . ■ . . 


out, the Sunday night rioting fol¬ 
lowed an afternoon protest rally 
conducted by Jesse Gray, 'leader 
of the Harlem rent strike, ^ at 
Mount Morris Presbyterian 
Church, W. 122d St. and Mount 
Morris Park. Former Manhat¬ 
tan Borough President Hulan 
Jack and Assemblyman Lloyd 
Dickinson were listed as speakers^; 
but did not appear. : 

“Controlled by Left Wingers” 
Nor did Hildebrand because “I 
heard that the rally was con¬ 
trolled by left wingers.” Gray de¬ 
nied before the House Un-Ameri- 
can Affairs Committee that he is 
now a Communist, but took the 
ifth Amendment .when asked if 
he ever had been.'a Red.-In all, he 
took ‘the Fifth about 20 times 
during the questioning. 

Attending the rally were Rob- 
jert G. Thompson, former New 
|York state chairman of the Com- 
: r$munist Party,.and William L. 


' “CORE, which was formerly*; 

considered too wild and militant: _ _ v _ _ ___ 

is now being: condemned for con-}Ipatiereon,"chairman of the New 
servatism and called an Uncle-NYork State District Committee. 
Tom,” reports Marvin Rich, tts^Both are former Communist na- 
public relations ^director. , Jfitional committeemen. 


“How many do you need?” he 
answered. 

The Reds have, to have “a mo¬ 
ment of crisis”-to wield any in- 


rooklyn chapter; CORE) fiuence^ he said, and they're ex- 


At the rally, James Farmer, 
national director of CORE; Bay¬ 
ard Rustin, organizer of the 
March on Washington, and Mar¬ 
shall England, leader .of CORE'S 
Harlem chapter,’. alL were booed. 
But Gray was wildly applauded 
when he* called for “100 skilled 
black revolutionaries who are 
ready to die,” and' shouted that 
only “guerrilla warfare” can stop 
“the police brutality situation in 
Harlem.” 

Plans for Weekend 
It was also Gray who\ organized 
the UN rally on Monday night 
and is currently setting up a j 
block-by-block association from 
W. I16th St. up to W. 135th St— 
where a -police precinct house will 
be the target, of a dem onstration 
— s —lay» .. -, , ~ \ 




I I r Gray has Communist support i 
'ar.cThatFaTso enjoyed tlieUJacRTng 
of the Socialist Workers Rarfcy 
(the Trotskyites), but they tjirew - 
in with Malcolm X about*' six 
& weeks ago. Also operating in 1 
Harlem are the Progressive -Par- -| 


. dom Now Party (supported by 
$ the Trotskyites), a Matxist- 
| Leninist faction, and an outfit 
s- called Advance. # 

While the Commies “find 1 out 
iwho i3 talking the wildest and 
1 then junip in with them ” N.-Dou¬ 
glas Haywoode, executive secre- 
jtary of NAACJP's New York 
branch, doubted they “are exer-- 
I rising any real influence over any 
[major decisions in the civil rights 
J movement.” , 

Same Face Appear 
| “NAACP has a long-standing . 
! policy of weeding them out," he 

* explained. “We can usually spot 

* them. Communism hasn't really 
taken deep roots among the Ne-.J 

. groes.” * , ‘j 

I The apparently planned, pat-* 
I tern of the rioting lends credence 
5 to the belief that the pxofessional 
5, agitators arc calling the tnn^ 

I More than 80 times since Sat- 
| urdav, there have been * hit-run 
demonstrations — and often'the 
same faces have been seen. Po¬ 
lice disclosed that several mid¬ 
night rioters in Harlem * were 
spotted two hours later early yes¬ 
terday in the Bedford-Stuyvesant 
disturbances. * 

j And at every outbreak, these 
I sources said, -leaders with walkie- ■“ 
\ talkies directed the crowds to 

* wher the cops were. They then re- 

* grouped at an apparently pre- 
; determined site a few 'blocks 

away. 

During the original rioting 
Saturday night one policeman - re* 
ported, he and‘other cops—white' 

! and Negro—were insulted by 
youngsters “who* ‘didn't even 
speak New York English. They] 
had obviously been brought 'Up 
from the South." 


mi 55245 Dodd: 32989661 Page" 







*« * ✓ * (NEWS foto by Dan FarrelJ) 

. Robert G. Thompson (wearing jacket), former state chairman of the Communist Party, sits be¬ 
dside Wj Hiam Patterson, chairman of the-party's state district committee and Daily Worker editor, 

. *__ v *.• _ diu-v* ra * . a; Alvrris.Pre^bj «v-r. an ChnrMu ' ' • ,) ^jrrT^ ' 
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MEMORANDUM POE MR. TGLSOH 


0iCt ^ L 


r f} }n r'/ c cJ Ye /- 1 • < - 


«My 21 , im 


ME. BELMONT 
MB. BOOBH 
MB. SULLIVAN 
MB. BJS LOACH 


” X called Governor Nelson Rockefeller of Hew York at Jackson Hole/v 

Wyoming and I told Mm 1 was calling at ike suggestion of tbs President in , ^ • 

regard to tbs situation in Now York City* Pstatod^e-l^€-sidsnti3ad*asl£ed-jji@-J c i 
■ angteTQjt any^ioial^irimdor^ tbe-Cwil- ~ 9 ^ >. > 

Cili^ts^tatstCaSSYogot in touch ’ancfdia^CollMsbiMer^ N ^ * 

or help in • !T 

mds &gi -‘ rfrr Eockefelier 'gfefedlie Jj 

.E& stated ho bad been In telephonic eommuMcaiion with Ms ,£u 
.^opie. wbo_ar3jworkidg closely wife toe -Commissioner -ef Police. Ha stated 
they have already established close ties* that is the State Police- with Com- R 
- s^sionerlviurpliy-asd-tbey can mobilise about 5, €09 men in less than two horns 
but be -wants to meia feat as it is the last tiling he wants to do. He stated tk,p? 
^iiKUc^Ga3~ar^ i thai'-MdS'ha^been 7 issidreG*bydeR--rdrig'iai}or’-gr0iips. - He st^d 
'they^v?ant-tc>-i£eep-as-4ow‘as- tliey caa out work behind the scene with the loca&i-. 
autiiorities.- 1-ioM Mr,"icdckeisiler tfeatWas'esactly ills- feeling we have aad§| 
tkat-Uie^re'Sidbbtdiasr' I stated at first thePresident was inclined to have-jiHh 
.go to Hew York and-confer tlier-a and I thought that would ba. eonesntraiingtocr 
■*sm€h-attcniioa-.ondi.-~ 2 -stated this is being pretty well handled by-loeal-au&erities 
'Usd it is a tcr^e-sita^dcoii^Pstassd fcke-Mayer-is 4ue baelrat l<lls¥/iM*ab4':59--PM 
aadEJrkend-to-taik-'to-MHu-^ir'. diociialc-llsr stated he would be back Wednesday. 


Tblbbh •== 
BUmhl = 

^SSp%r T-— 

©MicrbSh = 
Conrad ~~ 
©feL^eh = 

Evans —- 

£ate = 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan_„ 

Tavel __ 

Trotter =-— 
T^e-.-ftobih 
Hblafeh -— 


-JLtoH-Mr. J .Ro^ gggH er he canjreach me hero any, time and ws have 
-pgotteir2iQn^3nm"WlCn-<UiaiQQall^dKJritie3 and the Commissioner ’has a tough 
job.—I stated tbs- Commissioner Ms.-4oae a masterful job- under- -difficult > 

velrcuiiistances.'"'*"'- 

Mr. Rockefeller asked if anyone at fee Federal level is going to say 
anything about the kind of encouragement this is getting from radical groups. 

-I fo ld him I did not think eo at the present time: that fee President is issuing 
^gs iatement this afternoon dealing with lawlessness and feat it must stop and the 

== - .. _ >A 7 (- - 2</ Q/tf 


f r- i . 




Eolmes 




S5 JUL 23 1964 


) * ' 
/ 7 -»f 




ZrSZuJT dnd ****** ^ bo disclosedtounautho 
neljmtkour the express approval of the FBI . 

(PE UNIT L_1 


;letype 
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Memorandum for Messrs* ’Tolsoa, Bslmoat, Boses, pd&ivaa, Beujaeh 


' f «? 

-?<y 

a/»V'. 

i'/ v 
• t 


Federal Government stands ready to back ins local authorities and he has 
been in touch through me with the local authorities to give that assurance. 

I stated 1 have been seeping the President advised as i send Mm a summary . 
each day on tits racial situation in Mississippi and Georgia., where Mere is 
the same c-oiemnnist problem, and also Haw* York so ho is wsll-imormed 
oa Ms identities of these Individuals Use Martin Anther i&lag and Bayard 
Eustia. X stated I um making it a point to keep the President laiomed on 
the background of these individuals. I stated the Presided is being Homed 
with telegrams demanding he send In the Federal troops and he had read 
j several to e.s and they obviously -were written by estrsmlets. X stated, that is 
J*kt? iast tUng no mats to do or intends to do. Mr. Eoskefeller stated tha t James 
/farmer Ms been after Mm to ms-the National Guard ami that is the last thing 
■ta3v really want and Farmer has new withdrawn Ms reepest that the fctate use 
the Kalioaal Guard. X stated X thought it jhnyea rignt into xkoir hatads? M B it. 

1 stated i urged the President not to do it in Mississippi; that X went down to 
Mississippi myself and saw the Governor sad the htats attorney General and 
my feeling down there as in New York is that the FBI is merely to aid and 
assist in any way we can; that it is purely a local Jss&eUoa eseegt when there 
Is a violation of a Federal statute. 


, ^X-statad_ws-gQt^£n ordmeyesterday to Investigate the police lieutenant 

Jy s3^*kilied4he^k^ea w b£^'tse otsiomljM' underihe-€iTM' Eights- BtatMe and 1 
J • ^gothc-kl of the Attorney Gei^rM^md that"! t!iShl^t"it"W«S'WOi3g-as-tiS:-y-tMve 
. d iimvo-eaUed,ray-peopis.offJroimi2vesti-- 

i gating 

v does ndtiuncilon as. it .should, w& caa-ta&e- it Mots© Federal Jurisdiction, hut 

tifftieuifc for '^leGOhiMissionsr hj harassing 
Ms officors'WiiOn ho Is doing eveiytlm-igiie can to-costrol them sad the Attorney 
General concurred* 


«~Mr i ,'- t Eeekelelie? stated that K the 'President Issues a statement that 

il-hednsiades the 

(State* X stated iiedkE. 

VH a< * **a — > ir -— J 

, M-r-.-EdckMeMsr-stated-there'Was-one'Cjtiier'-thiag'he-wanted tdtell 
vise la coniid nn.ee.,—He-staled-whea< ka. was. isa-the Galifor-nia grimaryy*he*wua^. 
tMMng'to -£ose~ei-tbe-GelBwater-peoplethey^sMd-iher© were going -to be 


• 2 ^ 
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OPTIONAL TO*M NO. 10 
WAY '*£62 COITION 
*5SA G£N, RfO. KJ. 27 


UNITED STATES G^^ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. W. C. SullrjuL 

/} j 

F. J. Baumgardner/ 

0 i*¥ 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, Jr. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 


** T&laonv 
. DeLoach 



TO 


FROM 


DATE: October 27, 1966 


“CaHahan__ 

Conrad_ 

Felt__ 

Gale_/ 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Wick 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr, Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Shackelford 


..StBr 

Trotted- 


Tele. Room . 

Holmes- 

Gandy ... 








‘W 


Enclosed is an article which we have 
prepared concerning Martin Luther King. It is based 
entirely on public source information and we are recom¬ 
mending that it be referred to the Crime Records Division 
with the idea that it can be given to a friendly newspaper 
contact such as David Lawrence, who is Editor of the U. S ^ 
News and World Report. 

The article was prepared because the cr^ 
of "black power” is a most timely issue in the country today. 
This issue has split the civil rights movement and has caused 
civil rights leaders to take sides .for and against ”black 
power." However, Martin Luther King has been attempting 
to straddle the issue, based on advice given him by his 
advisors with communist backgrounds. The attached article 
; inclic*ts King fon !his £stjLin3?s to i?. rm 

\ and at the same time exposes the degree of communist influence 
| on him. 

It is felt the public should again bo 
reminded of this communist influence on King, and the 
current controversy among civil rights leaders makes this 
timely to do so, 

—The—a-t-tacked— a-rt-iele—has- -been * pr epa-red~ with 
■ no lett erhead^ r. ejat-ing -it—to—the FBI and is on unwatermarked 
jxmd-~p ap err-— ; 


RECOMMENDATION: 


✓ 



ffic- 38 ICO -lo(:C :~7 o - 

That this memorandum and the attached article } 


,/be referred to the Crime Records Division for appropriate 
*' ftan^ling. ^ 


. -j r* L 


NOV 1 ’ 8 1958 


mr r 

* p-*- ^ -j I r — « .y -i' ^ 




and ; the -content-^tiay^not 'be disclosed to unaui 
'.fasthout tm ej&pgesf approval office. • ** 


Nil 3 534=5-, ■ ^Doc-Id.4.3.2 6 64- 
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Baumgardner 
D, Wells .. 
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. Is tlie civil rights movement dead? Floyd McKissick 
National Director of the Congress of Racial Equality (CORE), 
says it is* He reportedly commented to that effect during a 
panel discussion on October 25, I960, at a Philadelphia 
conference of radio®televisioa broadcasters sponsored by the 
Westinghouse Broadcasting Association* : In addition, McKissick 
is quoted as having added that ’’what we have now is a black 
revolution, for black people to take what they can for 
themselves,” 


To icon_ 

I eLoach . 

Mohr_ 

•Vick -_ 

Casper_ 

'-Hahan . 
-bn rad_ 


If €he movement is dead, as McKissick asserts, he 
is one of the individuals most responsible for its demise, 
McKissick has loudly echoed the “black power” cries of 
Stokely Carmichael, leader of the Student Nonviolent 
Coordinating Committee, and it has been their demands for 
revolutionary action which stopped the civil rights movement 
la its tracks. 

In so doing, they have brought to a halt ten years 
of concentrated effort on the part.of moderate Negroes and 
whites who support the movement. When the movement began, 
it seemed to signify the end of as era of disenchantment and 
y disillusionment for Negroes throughout the land and the 
Vf-> beginning of a period in which true justice and equality for L 

-x r 

all would be established ia fact as well as in name, yr 

i _ _ 

— — Thanks to the MsKissicks and the Carmichaels, progress 

1 -toward that goal has stopped and the big question today is L 


whether the movement is “dead as a doornail” as McKissick claims 


or whether the setback is temporary in n 

"• Ho&:n — X\ v r v ^ 

:■ l„ .....-___I 


✓ ■ 

nature; 
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Responsible eiviX rights leaders have been appalled 
at the harm done by the cries of ‘’black power*.” In addition, 
they Imre taken a strong stand in an effort to right the 
wrong* Roy Wilkins, -4« Philip Randolph and Whitney H, Young, 
Jr., joined forces and issued a public statement in which 
they clearly and unequivocally denounced “black power” and its 
inherent danger to both the Negro and the Nation. 

' Unfortunately, their courageous action was under** 

mined by the one man in the civil rights -movement who holds 
in his hands the power to silence the rabble rousers and give 
the movement renewed momentum. That man, of course is 
Martin Luther King, Jr., whose activities lave invested him 
with the mantle ©£ leadership in the movement since it began 
in Montgomery in 1956. ‘ •• 

At first it appeared King had wholeheartedly joined 
with Wilkins, Randolph and Young in their renunciation of 

“black power.” Ee reportedly endorsed their statement which 

*• 

appeared is “The New York Times” ©a October 14, 1968. For 
the first time in many months, millions had reason to believe 
end hope that the civil rights movement had rid itself of a 
cancerous growth and- would resume its progress with renewed 
health and vigor. 

Much to the amazement and dismay of many. King 
killed this hope almost immediately. Within three days after 
the statement appeared denouncing “black power,” “The New York 
Times” reported that King had ’’clarified” his position con<=> 
eerning it. Reportedly, he agreed with it in essence but did 
not wish to be included as a signer. 
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Sing’s palliating arM ambiguous position oa the 
issue is difficult to understand as? Justify* Those who cry 

"black power” have continually daisied it has bean tais~ 

understood and sisdefined* But the record is clear that 

it stands for open advocacy of violence, insistence on an 

alX«*l?egr© organisational structure in civil rights groups, 

and reverse racism* 

It is equally clear that these things are direct 
contradictions of the principles underlying the legitimate 
civil rights movements a nonviolent approach, combined 
Uegr©«wMte action, and the elimination of racism. 

The great American tragedy of our time would be 
the failure of Martin Luther sing, Jr, , to meet ilw Currest 
challenge which "black power" represents to the civil rights 
movement. His failure to do so would mean that for some 
reason King is willing to let the legitimate civil rights 
movement die. This, in tars, would seem to indicate that 
King’s goal is different than that of Wilkins, Randolph and 
Young. 

It appears that King’s decision to straddle the 
fence on the issue of "black power” was a carefully 
calculated one. tf The Atlanta Journal” of October 13, 1966, 
reported that King, as head ©f the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SC1C), was having an important meeting 
with his advisors. Undoubtedly the move Wilkins, Randolph 
and Young proposed to mice through the issuance of public 
statement was known to King and he was seeking advice on 
what his stand should be. 

VM 
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It s&ay have been that King 9 o advisors deemed it 
best for him to avoid oondemilns anyone 0 Oi% they my have 
felt that with the battle lines drat® between McSissick and 
Carmichael on the one hand and Wilkins* Randolph and Young 
on the other* everyone would suffer and only Sing would 
stand to benefit and would be left the unchallenged leader. 
0i% they may have had still other interests in mind. 

In this connection* it is interesting to note 
that the newspaper article identified King's advisors as 
Bayard Rustis* Clarence Jones* Stanley Levison and Harry 
Wachtel* 

2f these Individ!!*'!« constitute Martin Luther 
King*. Jr. e s brain trust* the civil rights movement may well 
tee dead and King's supporters and followers* both llegr© and 
white* may well rue the circumstances of fate that led them 
. to bank so such on one man. 

, The backgrounds of Bust in* Jones* Lev isos and 

Wachtel raise serious questions regarding their degree of 
influence over Martin Luther King, Jr. The Congressional 
Record of August 13, 1983, for esaisple, indicated that 
- Rust in ’is a past member of the Communist Youth League and 
attended the national convention of the Communist Party as 
an observer in 1957. 

In addition* Rustin reportedly traveled to Russia 
in 1958 to participate in a communist propaganda spectacular 
called Nonviolent Action Committee Against Unclear Weapons.” 


4 





Upon his return, ho played a key rale as an organiser of a 
student march on Washington which the east coast communist 
newspaper, f5 The Worker,” hailed as a communist project© 

There is no doubt that King has relied heavily <m* 
Rustin for guidance for a long time. la fact, Bust in 

reportedly was King®s part-time aide for a five-year period 

* 

from 1955 to 1060. 

' There are reports that Stanley Levlsoa also has 
acted as a counselor to King for a long period of time. 

As a matter of fact, he oaee held a position as a vie© 
president in the SOLS. The Congressional Record of July 21, 
1966, indicated Levi son was a secret member of the Communist 
Party as late as 1963. 

It also indicated that Clarence Josses is an attorney 
who* during the 1950s, held a position of leadership in the 
Labor Youth League, which has bees cited by the Attorney 
General as a subversive organisation under Executive Order 

-c 

10450. 

* 

Harry Wachtel reportedly is a Hew York attorney, 
like Stanley Devises, and has become active in King's behalf 
through his acquaintance with hevisoa. 

The spectre of communist influence on King is not 
a new development. The nationally syndicated columnist 
Joseph Alsop referred to it in April, 1964, is a column 
concerning King's employment in the SCLC of as individual 
named Jack O'Bell. Alsop stated that King had bees warned 
by Government officials that O'Dell was a "genuine communist 
article,” and warned too that an even more important associate 
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of his was "knows to he s key figure in th© covert apparatus of 
the Communist Party.” 

Such associations sad, more particularly, guidance 
from such individuals could well explain King’s failure to 
take a strong stand is opposition to McKissiek and Carmichael. 
They have keen exhort lag their followers not to support the 
Administration 9 s action in Vietnam, to refuse serving if 
drafted, and to tear apart our cities with violent acts of 
civil disobedience. These demands well serve communist/ aims 
to bring about a communist victory in Vietnam and to divide 
the masses along class linos to foment disorder in the streets. 

•Such guidance «?«?A &>«?*» to explain also why King 
split with men like Wilkins,, Randolph and Young on the issue 
of whether civil rights leaders should be speaking out on 
matters of foreign policy or whether their role should be 
confined to civil rights matters. It will be recalled that 
&4ng attempted to project his views to criticism of fighting 
is Vietnam but the responsible civil right® leaders took a 
stand in opposition to him. 

It would appear that King’s advisors have a broader 
goal than the civil rights movement in this country. There 
is talk that King will travel extensively abroad to areas such 
as Latin America t© speak out in behalf of the poor, Negro 
and white alike, in underdeveloped countries. 

« 6 « 

( 

L... m ..... ■ 


e# m 

\y * * 

* • » *■ 

Perhaps being the recognised leader of 22 million 
Negroes ia this coiratry is not enough. If the image of him 
can be projected as the "savior” of the downtrodden throughout 
the world, his prestige and influence will gro?/ to a degree 
which will enable him to dictate demands in a voice that will 
ring lend and clear through the halls of Congress aad in the 
White Houseo Much would depend on the backgrounds of his 
advisors and the nature of the demands they would be 
whispering in his ear. 

.Should that come about„ the religious groups, 
foundations and others who have contributed millions to 
support Sing and his activities could find that their 
generous support had spawned a monster seeking to devour them. 

The saddest part of it all is that the American 
Etegro may well be left in the lurch with his dreams of true 
equality and justice in a united country free of prejudice 
and bigotry shattered. 

To repeat, Martin Luther King, Jr,, could be the 
great American tragedy of our times* 

NOTE: See memorandum captioned MARTIN LUTHER KING. Jr. 

. SECURITY MATTER - C dated 10/27/66, CDB/pcn. 


7 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


UQifAl row NC. 10 5010-106 

MAY l?62 f^UON* 

GSA CErt*. REG. NO.J7 JHB 

UNITED STATES G<(^RNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr. Su 11 ivuiy^^ 

F. J. Baumgk^dnep / S/‘? 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
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U, PURPOSE: To obtain authorization for the attached article 

\ concerning Martin Luther King, Jr.’s contacts with James R. 

Hoffa to be given to a friendly newspaper contact for 
publication. 

IT yu (’a rffyfliwT 

BACKGROUND: As you have been advised, stated 

Clarence Jones, a former member of the Labor Youth League, 
a communist-front orgaization, and now a principal advisor 
to Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference, was in contact with Paul O’Dwyer, 

New York City attorney and brother of former New York City 
Mayor William O’Dwyer. Jones wanted O’Dwyer to arrange a 
meeting between King and James Hoffa, President, Inter- 
1 national Brotherhood of Teamsters, Chauffeurs, Warehousemen 
\ and Helpers Union. Jones advised that King is very sensitive 
regarding this meeting and does not want any publicity con- 
cerning it. If a meeting could be arranged^ King, accompanied 

V\;;'.* y by Jones, would be willing to meet Hoffa at Hoffa’s convenience. 

\N>, Dwyer promised to help arrange this meeting* Hoffa’s 

‘' J ' previous record of freewheeling with union funds would 

indicate a reluctance on his part to pour union funds into the 
civil rights movement; a move which would accrue no direct 
'benefit to him individually." This appears borne out by his 
indicated reluctance to meet with King and thereby be con¬ 
fronted with King’s version of his (Hoffa’s) responsibility 
to aid the 450,000 Negro members of Hoffa’s union .by 
contributing financial and moral support. Disclosure of 
King’s transparent attempt to blackmail Hoffa with the large , 
Negro membership of Hoffa’s union,to solve the Southern Po 
Christian Leadership Conference’s financial problems, would ' 
cause an uproar among leaders of organizations having large 
Negro memberships; pointing out their own vulnerability to 
isuch a squeeze by any unscrupulous civil rights "leader. This 
potential 'Collusion between large labor unions and the civil 
rights movement could also react to the detriment of the 
Negro in’that through large financial donations, an 
unscrupulous labor leader could subvert the legitimate aims 
and objectives of the civil rights movement to his own _ 
purposes. / ; a / Jlj ' / O & / / a ~ ^TpTf 

Enclosure REP K i ' / ^. - 

100-106670 This dogu^m is prepared iw response to Mur request and^noF^^di^^^ 
RLS: de h r,/ / riat^Q^pucsiye your CommiMee. Its we limited to officiaL proceedinbu 
/>JTC ( q) Committee and tJmmmm y niuWmisclosed to muMiMXl 

Mn „ on « - nU mthout the/express appfowU>f the FBI. . , , . " > 

?! 0 V 28 / f.J- 7 ■ 'jU./iaa 

l 55245 D ocioT 32. 58 9 661 Fags / ** S y ? * * '** / ** r / 


55245 EHoeim 


£2989661 




UNRECORDED COPY FILED 




Baumgardner to Sullivan Memorandum 
Re: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

100-106670 


* 


Public disclosure of King’s intentions in this 
instance appears timely, in that it points out Hoffa’s 
susceptibility to King’s plot and the intention of 
King to virtually engage in extortion to obtain needed 
funds* Disclosure would be mutually embarrassing to 
both men and probably cause King’s quest for badly needed 
funds to fail in this instance. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


That this memorandum and the attached article 
be referred to the Crime Records Division for 
appropriate handling. The article is on plain unwater¬ 
marked bond paper. 
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DOUBLE JEOPARDY 


. _>=- 

r>!„oach — — 
Mohr_ 


Both Washington and New York are bussing with 
rumors that a prominent union leader is the target for 
a squeeze play by an equally prominent civil rights 
leader. The union boss has made his reputation on the 
basis of his ability to apply pressure and it may be a 

, —t 

unique experience for him to find himself on the receiving " 3 - 
end. The civil rights leader is looking in all directions- 

\£ 

for support, financial and otherwise, and is conscious of -> 
the fact that the union headed by the labor leader has 
nearly a half-million Negroes in it. He is banking on the 
fact that the fear of large-scale dissension within union 
ranks by the Negro members will force the union leader to 

J 

* 

acquiesce to his demands for financial support. However, 
the union boss reportedly has several aces up his sleeve 
and is reportedly about to apply a squeeze play of his 
own on the civil rights leader. It will be interesting 
to see who really gets squeezed when these two pythons 
get together. 

7 

CDB: deh -fj ' \ X 

(5) ' ' V' 

NOTE: See Baumgardner to Sullivan Memorandum, 10/28/66, 

captioned ’’Martin Luther King, Jr., Security Matter - C,” 
prepared by RLS:deh 
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SENATOR DANIEL K. INOUYE (D - HAWAII) 
INFORMATION CONCERNING DISSEMINATION MADE 
BY BUREAU OF INFORMATION REGARDING MARTIN 
LUTHER KING 


Reference Malmfeldt to Bishop memorandum of 8/15/69 
wherein Mr. DeLoach suggested that he and Inspector Bowers personally | 
deliver the enclosed letter dated 8/18/69 to Senator Inouye. « 

Contact with the Senator's secretary on 8/19/69 revealed 
the Senator and both of his top assistants are out of Washington and 

-- ,,^4-41 o /o /an 

XM\J C QOUCUUJ.UU tu X CtUJ. U UUOll xj / XJ / W « 

RECOMMENDATION: 


That the enclosed letter be delivered by Bowers to the 
I Senator’s secretary and that she be advised at that time that Mr. DeLoach 
I would like to call on the Senator upon his return to Washington to discuss 
J any additional questions he may have concerning his inquiryJibout 

/ Martin Luther King. - . _ ^** *"**** ■* 

He M A Jr 


i 


Cixi 


(* 




1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


DeLoach 

Bishop 

Sullivan 

Malmfeldt 

Jones 


:/ . 


• 1 v 




DWB:clw 

( 8 ) 


ST-U3 REG “^ , r . 

/^ueuItjL ' 


n 





to AOG 22 196 S 




58AU 


mi 55245 


This djKM/jkeht is prepared in response to your request and is not for dissemik 
nation p/'vsi'Le~~youn^ Committee. Its use is limited to official proceedings by 
youf-Coerbmittee and the content may not be disclosed to unauthorized person- 
^ - - .~„3 el approval of the FBI. , CORR^j^DENCE 

'docT^L: 32989661 Page 164 


iitiluiiK'oUw »i> g. .'V nUi’J)JN 






- - V 

% 

n 

TO : 

FROM • 

SUBJECT: 


omTonu r o*m mo. 10 

MAY If62 EDITION 
GSA GEN. KEG. NO. 27 




UNITED STATES Go4ti&.NMENT 

Memorandum 


/O ^DFLoach^ 


Mr. Bishop 


DATE: 8-15-69 




j J 

G. E. Malmf eldt * 

SENATOR DANIEL K.' 3N0UYE (D - HAWAII) 

INFORMATION CONCERNING DISSEMINATION MADE 
BY BUREAU OF INFORMATION REGARDING MARTIN 
LUTHER KING 

Senator Daniel K. Inouye (D - Hawaii with whom we have 
had limited but cordial correspondence), by letter of 8-13-69, has inquired 
as to our dissemination of information regarding Martin Luther King. 
Recommended that attached letter be directed to Senator Inouye advising 
him that our dissemination was on the basis of the proper interest of those 
to whom FBI disseminated and that no purpose would be served in identifying 
those government officials. 

By letter 8-6-69, Senator Inouye made reference to an article 
in the 7-27-69 issue of Parade magazine regarding the immoral conduct of 
King, and the wiretap on King. Inouye inquired as to whether the FBI had 
released any information obtained from the wiretap. By letter 8-8-69 Inouye 
was advised that the FBI did not ’’leak” information regarding King and that, 
in keeping with our responsibilities, we disseminated information concerning 
King on a high-level basis within the Executive Branch of the Government. 

In his letter of 8-13-69, Inouye asks for the identities of the officials who 
received confidential information on King and inquires whether our letter 
of 8-8-69 implied that these officials may have been responsible for any leak 
of data on King. On this letter the Director noted "I am not implying anything. 

H -" svitf ffifr Z 3 . 

The FBI has made dissemination of information on King to 
various high levels of the Government including the White House, the Vice 
President, the Attorney General, and intelligence agencies. We should not 
disclose identities of the officials to whom we have disseminated information. 
If we give Senator Inouye any such list, other members of Congress will 
expect similar treatment in other Bureau matters. _Jn,.addition^ the furnishing 
of'any list to the Senator might also cause him to inquire of the officials on 
the list whether or not they leaked any data on King ,i arfdi Causing Them to 
be displeased with the FBI for disclosing their identities as recipients of 
sensitive information on King. 

Enclosure . / ■, 

1 - Mr. to your request and isAot for dissemi- 

l :J£- i ■ 

1 - Mr.' Mai of \ tie FBI • 1 CORfoafgH 
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Memorandum to Mr. Bishop 

Re: Senator Daniel K. Inouye (D ~ Hawaii) 


\ 


| RECOMMENDATION: 

, 



That the attached letter be sent to Senator Inouye. 
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MW 55245 Dodd: 3,2989661 Page 166 







Honorable Daniel K. tnouye 
United States Senate 
Washington, B. C. 20510 


My dear Senator: 

Your letter of August 13th has been received. 

You may be assured that any dissemination of 
information regarding Martin Luther King made by this Bureau 
to officials in the Executive Branch of the Government was on 
the basis of their proper interest in the subject matter involved. 
In my letter of August 8, 1969, I made absolutely no implication 
I whatsoever that any of these officials r 'leaked 11 such information. 

vVO Under the circumstances, I do not believe that any purpose would 

be served in identifying the individuals to whom the pertinent 
-information was furnished. 



1 


r 

\ , 

\ - 
X. 

X 




At 


Sincerely yours. 


v/ 


Tolson — 
DeLoach . 

Mohr_ 

Bishop _ 

Casper_ 

Callahan . 

Conrad_ 

£Vit_ 

Gale_ 


Rosen 


LMG:mrm (4) 

^rvJyvvc. 

NOTE: See G. E. Malmfeldt to Mr. Bishop memo dated 8/15/69 captioned 
’’Senator Daniel K. Inouye (D - Hawaii), Information Concerning Dissemination 
Made By Bureau of Information Regarding Martin Luther King.*' 
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WASHINGTON, D.C. 20510 


August 13, 1969 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


f Mr. D( 
i jMi\ M< 

Ww® 

\] Mr. Ci 


j Mr. Deloach jl 
j ]Mrv Mohr .—jL 
fj W/'Bishop 1_ 

y Mr. Casper_ 

Mr. Callahan _ 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. Felt_ 

Mr. Gale * / 
' Mr. Rosa tl S 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Tavel_1 

Rfr. Trotter_ 

Tele. Room._ 

Miss Holmes _ 
Miss Gandy_ 


I wish to thank you for your prompt response to my inquiry concerning 
the n leak ir of information in the Federal Bureau files on Dr. Martin , 
Luther King* I can well understand and approve of the regulations which 
require that such files be maintained as confidential. 

I would like to inquire, however ; as to what officials "on a high level 
basis within the Executive Branch of the Government 11 received such 
confidential information. I wish also to inquire whether in your letter 
you are implying that such information as may have been leaked came 
therefore from one or more of these officials. 


<Vvvx) 

^ in + 


fcrely. 


\ /V V ' V ^VH</ ** 

foflSflEL Kr^IN OUYE 5 

United States Senator 
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Memorandum 


Mr. 


1 - Mr. S. S. Miller 


Mr.^BaJEer_ 

Mr. Callahan - 
Mr. Cleveland . 
Mr. Conrad_ 


TO 


:MR. E. S. MILLER 


date: May 25, 1973 


Afrom :MR. G. C. MOORE 

O’ x ' 

subject : MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 

1 

1 


Me. 

Mr. 

Mr. 


G. 

J. 

C. 


C,. Moore 
At Mintz 
E: Glass 


Mr. Gebhardt_ 

Mr. Jenkins_ 

4P0C*. Mr. Marshall 
X- MfHer, E.SKl. 

M r , Soyars_ 

Mr. Thompson_ 

Mr. Walters_ 

Tele. Room_ 

Mr. Baise_ 


Mr. Barnes_ 

Mr. Bowers_ 

Mr. Herington. 

Mr. Conmy_ 

Mr. Mintz_ 


The purpose of this memorandum is' to furnish you — 

information developed by a file review regarding allegations 
of former Special Agent (SA) Arthur Murtagh in "The New York Times" 
5/21/73. 

My memorandum 5/23/73 indicated Murtagh alleged important 
figures in the FBI tried to persuade community leaders in Atlanta. 
Georgia, they should not attend a banquet honoring King, with then 
warning that the Bureau had information about King that might JUk 
eventually embarrass those who attended. He alleged that an Agen^ 
in Atlanta told him a top official from Washington called on two 
religious leaders and the late Ralph McGill, editor of the "Atlanta 
Constitution," to try to persuade them-not to attend. 

The attached copy of a memorandum, from former Assistant 
to the Director W. C. Sullivan to A. H. Belmont dated 1/21/65 
•findi cates that Sullivan did talk at least twice with McGill and 
. fdiscussed that subject and that McGill was to contact three 
religious leaders. 

///<ry /A 6r fa ) £) 

"The New York Times" article also indicated that 
Eugene Patterson, former editor of the "Atlanta Constitution," 
produced a recollection that a Special Agent of the FBI attempted 
in the Spring of 1964 to have Patterson expose KingAs^runningwaroUnd 
• with women while posing as a moral leader. 

.HO Jim 1 ’.573 

The attached memorandum W. C. Sullivan to A. H. Belmont 
dated 1/16/64' captioned "Communist Party, USA, Negro ,5 ^esti’ohA UEi “' r 
Communist Influence in Racial Matters, IS - C, M possibly pertains 
,to this recollection by Patterson. We have located no reference 
J that Patterson was subsequently utilized as the memorandum indicated 
that he could be. _ 
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Memorandum to Mr. E. S. Miller 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


Ralph McGill died in February, 1969 . s 

• 1 

Patterson was editor of the "Atlanta' Constitution" 
from 6/60 to 9/68 when he became Managing Editor of the 
"Washington Post." He is reportedly now President and Publisher 
of the "St. Petersburg, (Florida), Times." Hems a member of 
the U. S. Civil Rights Commission and was named Vice Chairman 
of that commission by President Johnson in 1968. 


ACTION: 


For information. 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 4 




Mr. A. H. Beimo 


W. C. Sulliva: 


date: January 21, 1965 


1 r Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr© Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr, Sullivan 
1 - Mr. J. A, Sizoo 
1 -.Mr, Baumgardner 




^Fdclmont __ 

Mohr__ 

DeLoach ikt 

Casper__ 

Callahan __ 

Conrad_... 

Fell_... 

^ Si:..\an_ 

T av^___ 

r'^FioUer_ 

Tele. Room . 

Holme* ._ 

Gandy-... 


t inject: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR - , 1 - Mr, Baumgardner 

SECURITY MATTER - C . 

This morning Mr» Ralph Mc G ill , publisher of the "Atlanta 
Constitution," Atlanta, Georgia, ana a long-time admirer of the Director 
dropped by the office to discuss with me Martin Luther King, Jr. With 
Bureau approval, I had previously given McGill some of the basic facts 
concerning icing’s connections with communism and his^immoral behavior. 


McGill told me that on being advised of the facts concerning King, 
he has remained completely silent. As a result, he is being questioned 
by associates in Atlanta, Georgia, as to why he is not speaking out in 
favor of King and why he is not talcing an active part in the banquet' 
to be given King next Wednesday night. McGill-said that he would nevex- 
disclose a confidence and, therefore, his only reply is that he no 
longer is an admirer of Martin Luther King. Further, he has talked 
■ with-some other-men who..Lave-.told.Mia. of...thei-r knowledge .of King’s 
: immoralit y and their concern about it. In view of this, he is free 
i to speak a little bit more in detail and says he has done so for it 
j can be attributed to the men with whom he has spoken. 


McGill said that these men are Adlai Stevenson, Ralph Bunche, 

I and Harry Ashmore of the"Arkansas Gazette." He told me that Adlai 
Stevenson advised him without being questioned about King that he is 
i aware of. King’s immoral activities, Steyenson told McGill that he 
j ednsiders King to be a "very dangerous man" to the civil rights movement 
and that something should be done about it. Ralph Bunche told McGill 
that he -has never been an admirer of King’s although he thinks King , 
has done some good things; that a few months ago he began hearing very 
]disturbing stories about King’s immoral behavior. Bunche believes that 
|King should be maneuvered out of the civil rights field or else he 
! will do it serious damage.- Mr. Ashmore, likewise, informed McGill that 
.he had heard some time ago about King’s incredibly immoral activities. 

|Ashmore is very disturbed over it and wishes something could be done 
ibut he has no specific course to recommend. 


Mf. McGill told me that following my first- discussion with him 
a few weeks ago he contacted a banker friend in Atlanta who was helping 
to finance the banquet to be given King next Wednesday night. The 
banker Was disturbed and said he would contact some other bankers also 
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; involved and see if support could be quietly withdrawn. McGill*s 
{friend and some of the bankers did take steps to withdraw but this was 
/ very quickly relayed to bankers in Haiti who were on the•threshold 
‘ 0 f an important financial deal with the Atlanta, Georgia, bankers. 

They took the position that if the Atlanta bankers did not support the 
Martin Luther King party, their financial deal with these Georgia 
\ .bankers was off. As McGill said to me, the almighty dollar is still 
extremely important and especially so with bankers, and as a result they 
got cold feet a: d decided to go ahead with financing King*s party. 

McGill told me that Archbishop Hallinan, Catholic leader in 
\ Georgia, an Episcopal clergyman and a. Jewish rabbi are also quite active 
jin support of this party for King. He said that he is certain that not 
» one of these three is aware of King ! s immoral behavior. I told him 
that in view of what Stevenson, Bunche, and Ashmore had told him, he 
might want to explore very confidentially and discreetly the subject 
matter with these three men. He said he would do this. 

McGill told me that he thinks it is too late now, especially in 
view of the financial interest of the Georgia bankers in the Haiti deal, 
.to .prevent.the banquet from taking place. However, McGill said he 
would do what he could to encourage key people to limit their praise 
and support of King as much as possible. 


-2 - 


McGill also told me that he is talcing steps through RalphBunche 
to get key Negro leaders to unite in opposition to King and to gradually 
force him'out of the civil rights movement if at.all possible. 

V , 

Mr. McGill said that he would like to have President Johnson know 
three things— (1) that from diverse sou'rces he has learned of the 
incredibly immoral behavior of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and his 
deceiving of sincere, good people in this Nation who have been supporting 
King;£)that he regrets greatly that the banquet is being given in King's 
honor next week in Atlanta but that it has gone so far that it is 
probably'not possible to head it off; and (3) that he believes that the 
very best thing that could happen would be to have King step completely 
out of the civil rights movement and public life for he feels that if 
this is not done, sooner or later King will be publicly exposed and this 
will do irreparable harm to the civil rights movement in which he, 

McGill and others are so interested and have worked so hard for, and 
likewise, it will do injury to different citizens of the country who 
have been supporting King not knowing that he is of such low moral 
character. •. . ; . . , , .. 
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Mr* McGill said that if he had had time to see President 
Johnson before leaving Washington, he would have told him these 
throe things, out that he wanted the Director to know that he is 
froe to quote him on these three points to the President and free 
to put all three things in any communication that goes to the 
.White House from the Bureau. j ' 



It is very refreshing to meet a man of McGill*s stature in 
the field of journalism who is so sincere and honest and desirous 
of doing, the right thing. He is a very admirable man* Repeatedly, 
Mr. McGill told me that he will continue to stay with this problem 
and to think about it, hoping that he will devise some plan or 
course of action that will help to take King out of public life. 
McGill told me in a visibly disturbed manner that this problem 
centering around King has caused him to wake up at night from time 
to time and he is very upset over it* McGill explained that while 


he has never been close to King or an active supporter thereof, ha 
has been completely identified and very active in furthering civil 
rights and better conditions for the-Negroes. He thinks that F 1 ”g*s 
behavior now known to him when publicly exposed will do irreparable 
‘damage to such social’causes'that ho ■’•and-others have-been’Sponsoring 
throughout a lifetime. - :J ,; ‘ : • . • . 


RECOMMENDATION: '' .> , ■ 

Enclosed will be found a letter to the White House setting 
forth McGill*s discussion for approval and forwarding. Inasmuch as 
McGill^mentioned only the President’s getting this information, we 
do not contemplate any further dissemination. ... . 
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DATE: 1/16/64 
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subject: "-COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
TREGEO''QUESTION 

. COMMUNIST . INFLUEN CSL-IN- -RA CIA L MATTERS 
•-•TNTERITAL'SECURITY---’C . . 


1 - Hr) Belmont 
1 - Hr. Sullivan 
1 -■ Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Forsyth 
1 - Mr. Ryan 
1 - Mr. Phillips 



Trotter . 


Tele. Room . 

Holmes _ 

Gandy - 


f. 


1. 

^7 ill/ 


i 



/ V * 

w r f 


Yesterday afternoon (1/15/64) I talked on the telephone 
with our Atlanta Office and at that time spoke with SA Alden F. ), /cX(' } 
Miller who is working on the Martin Luther King case. Miller, * 

advised me that he is a very close personal friend of Eugen e^y * 
v/ Patterso n, Editor of the “Atlanta Constitution. 1 * Realizing” what a 

'^scoundrel King is,.Miller "began u o”^cETiiF“ aFout possible ways and 

5 }^*means of exposing King which would be of benefit to the Bureau./ . 

While talking to Patterson on other matters, Miller theorized with 
Patterson about men of questionable character in public life and . 
did Patterson think they should be exposed. Patterson took a strong 
stand on the matter and said it would be a public service if some 




’people'were exposed. ''"Of course, no reference at all was made to 


t 

fT>, 

a ■ 


\'v 


King by Miller. Miller said that knowing Patterson personally andiAV ; s ■ 
getting his views indirectly on this general subject matter leads 
Miller to believe that if at any time in the future the Bureau * * /X 

would want to utilize Patterson and his newspaper it could be^done 
very securely, • /'~\f 

f' . 

I thanked. Miller ifor his interest in this matter and told 
him that this type of thing would be handled out of the Bureau 
headquarters and that if we thought this particular person could be 
utilized he would be advised but to take no action until that time. 


ACTION: 


For the record. 


100-3-116 



1 - 100-106670 (Martin Luther King, Jr.) 
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DATE: 3/18/69 


FROM 


Mo-kr 


^ifon » 

JDeLoadi - 


Casper- 

Callahan — 

Conrad- 

Felt_ 

Gale- 

a^Z 

r- 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes- 

Gandy - 


'Wf? 


. SUBJECT: ^ MARTIN LUTHER' K DSrG*S BIRTHDAY 
. BACKGROUND: 


Today, March 18th, Congressman John M* Ashbrook (R-Ohio) 
who is a member of the House Committee on Internal Security advised 
Mr 0 DeLoach that 30 bills have been introduced into Congress to declare a 
holiday on Martin Outlier King’s birthday, January 15th,, Ashbrook further Jj 
advised that a bill concerning this matter will soon be voted out of the Sub- ) 
committee on the Judiciary,, In this connection he advised that Congressman' 
Charles E* Wiggins (R-California) and Byron G 0 Rogers (D-Colorado), ' 
members of the Subcommittee, wil l be c ontacting the Bureau in the near 
futu re,to . request an n off the record" briefing”c'6n^fnmg~KingJ~They are~in 
a position to keep any such bill from being reported out of committee—if, 
as stated by Congressman Ashbrook, they realize that King was a scoundrel,, 




-By-ron-GyRogers 


,r ' 


HRoger-s-was-born~in-Texas-in*4900? -^He-was-U-o S^" Attorney for- the 
J3istr,icLof-C0ldrado 1934-36,' anddhereafter was Attorney General of the State 
1 of Colorado* He was elected to4he~82ndX!ong-ress i ..inA950«and*hasJDeenv-r i e=« 
elected to subsequent Congresses* ^ 

j}r- * e,r ' » e/ ^ r 

T^he-Bureau-.investigat,edJHQg.ers-in-1933~and 1934-in-connection 
>with his appointment as U.S. Attorney for the District of Colorado and the 
-investigation-wa-s-favorable*-We-.have .had-cor.diaLrelations-witk.him.since he 
has been in Congress* 

Charle^ErWiggrns 


Wiggins is from El Monte, -California, and was elected to 
Congress in 1966* We have had cordial relations with him and he met the 
Dir ector^andhad a picture taken on 6/26/68* On 12/9/68 Wiggins presented 
^a^plaque'to^fce^Director-in'-behalf-of-Rosemead,,_Califnrnia r - J and4ie‘’v/aS' _ 

eordially^hariked*__‘- /.£.-/'> /-•- d .■ -■¥/*, 
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Mo A; Jones to Mr 0 Bishop memo 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING'S BIRTHDAY 

RECOMMENDATION : 

That if andw hen Congressmen Wiggins and Rogers contact the 
Bu reau that they be invited m for a confidential briefmg concerning 
WlartiirLuther King 0 They will be referred to public source newspaper 
articles if they desire to have any material for usage 0 
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to : Mr. Bishop 
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DeLoacn yr 

Carper- 


DATE: ' 1 - 17-68 


.FROM : 






SUBJECT: ■ MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - C 
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Donald F. O’Donnell, Chief Counsel of the Senate 
Permanent Subcommittee on Investigations (chaired by Senator John L. 
McClellan) which currently is conducting the hearings concerning riots 
and civil disorders, has requested information concerning the demon¬ 
stration being planned by Martin Luther King, Jr., in Washington this 
spring. King has publicly stated that he intends to conduct massive 
civil disobedience in Washington this year unless specific demands 
for congressional action to solve the problems of poor Negroes are met. 

Enclosed is a brief summary of pertinent information 
concerning King’s plans for this event. The information contained 
therein is of a public source nature. 

* 

" In addition to furnishing the enclosed write-up to 

O’Donnell, it is felt we should keep the leadership in the House of 
Representatives and the Senate advised of pertinent developments 
concerning these demonstrations insofar as that they might affect 
the Congress. Hence, it is believed a copy of the enclosed write-up 
should be furnished to Speaker of the House McCormack and Senate 
Majority Leader Mansfield for their information. 

RECOMMENDATION: 
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That the enclosed write-up be approved and returned to 
the Crime Records Division so that a copy can be furnished to O’Donnell, ^ 
Speaker of the House McCormack and Senator Mansfield. / 2\'h 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

REVEREND YOUNG AND REVEREND ABERNATHY 
VISIT TO FBI HEADQUARTERS, JANUARY 11, 1965 


In my memorandum of January 8th, it was pointed out that Reverend 
Young wanted to come to Washington today together with Reverend Abernathy and see 
Mr. Hoover if possible. It was recommended and approved that the Director’s regrets 
be expressed and Leinbaugh and I saw these men at 2 p.m., today. 

- Both Reverend Young and Reverend Abernathy seemed to be highly 
I uncomfortable during the interview. Reverend Abernathy started out as the spokesman 


mn-wd.' 


Tfor Mr: Kaff^But'b'ogged down a.atlier shortly-and.-•Reverend Young, -who is. r 
I articulate, carried most of the discussion. 

Initially, Reverend Abernathy said that there were three points they 
wished to discuss with the FBI and he said the first of these had to do with communist 
infiltration into the civil rights movement. He said that they all realized that Reverend 
King, as the leading civil rights spokesman, was subject to per secution. He mentioned 
the pamphlets which had been distributed showing a picture of King at a Highlander 
Folk School meeting and he mentioned the constant problem of keeping communists out 
of the civil rights movement. Reverend Abernathy said that Jack O’Dell had been 
brought into Reverend King’s organization but that O’Dell did have a bad background 
and communist connections and that he had, therefore, been dismissed from the staff 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC). Reverend Abernathy said 
.that there had been statements made challenging Mr. King’s loyalty but that the truth is 
jReverend King has always attacked communism in his speeches, in his book, and that 
Itheir entire movement is ’’clean” in this respect. , ,, . 

i ' i&'V&w&dpO-'lOCC'./D 

~_ Reverend Young then spoke up and menxionbd that both O’Dell and 
Levinsdn had been possible problems and he said that in the past their organization 
had tried to get assistance from the Department regarding the background of these 
individuals but had been generally unsuccessful. Reverend Youn g said thex had the 
problem of evaluating such-people and wondered what could be done. 

'• •' ? 1© JAfl 221965 

I pointed out that the answer was very simple, that the FBI can’t give 

out information and that our files are confidential. He want-ed-to know what-the SCLC 
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DeLoach to Mohr memo, 1-11-65 
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 

( could do to protect itself or to get detailed information regarding individuals with \ 
questionable background and he was informed that the House Committee on Un- 
American Activities did have extensive records which were available to all citizens 
and that this source could be of possible background assistance. 

Reverend Young and Reverend Abernathy said they hoped they could 
come to the FBI privately and they were told that they should always feel free to come 
to us at any time and they were reminded that Director Hoover had emphasized this 
point when he had seen them with Reverend King in November. Reverend Young 
made some comment about a press release. He was told that the FBI had no intentions 
of making a release concerning their visit. 

Reverend Abernathy spoke very generally, pointing out that people 
were always "making charges" and "innuendoes" against Mr. King. He said there 
are claims that Dr. King is getting rich and he is using organizational funds for 
his personal use. Reverend Abernathy said the fact is Mr. King receives no salary 
Lc-om-theSC-LC whatsoever.- I took occasion here to point out that-certainly matters ; 
relatin'g to'the usage of funds within.their organization were of no. concern whatsoever ’ 
to the FBI and that the'FBI confined its activities strictly tofts Statutory limitations' 
and that we did not have time/ let alone the authority to probe into other matters. 

. Reverend Young said it looked like there were some attempts to 

smear and ruin the civil rights movement; that just lately there has been some new 
evidence in this regard and that very obviously the activities of Mr. King and 
the SCLC are under close surveillance. Young said that as a recent example, King 
went to the home of Young's secretary while she was in the hospital so that he could 
do some writing in private. Reverend Young said that shortly after King arrived in 
the secretary's apartment he was tired, was taking pills that made him groggy and 
went to sleep. Shortly afterwards he was awakened by a fireman who reported there 
was a major fire at this address. King reported that after the fire trucks left, the 
phone in the apartment began ringing but that no one would answer. Young said that 
only he had known that King had gone to this apartment, but that he also had called 
Reverend Abernathy and told him where King was and that as a result of this he was 
certain someone had been tapping their phones. 




Since Reverend Young had mentioned the possibility of surveillance, 
he was asked if Reverend King believed he was being followed. Young said he had 
no such information. He said he did feel though there must be some sort of con¬ 
certed organized campaign that was being directed against King and the SCLC* 

Young added that the SCLC takes for granted its phones are tapped and said he realized 
the Government might have a legitimate interest in their official activities but 
wondered about the governmental interest in people's private activities. 
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DeLoach to Mohr me no, 1-11-65 
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 


1 


I very carefully pointed out that certainly the FBI was not interested 
in any matter beyond the scope of our jurisdiction. I explained carefully the very 
limited use made by the FBI of. wire taps. I pointed out that wire jtaps were used 
in certain major espionage cases, or in a kidnap case where a victim's life is at 
st r se, that there were very few such taps, and that each and every case required 
it! ; express authority of the Attorney General. 


W At this time both Reverend Young and Reverend Abernathy interrupted 
o say that they, of course, knew better than to imply that the FBI would be involved. 

Reverend Abernathy stated that there were three points they had 
wanted to discuss; communist infiltration, allegations that King was getting rich 
on the civil rights movement and the third point had to do with allegations about 
the personal life and moral character of King. Abernathy bogged down a bit at this 
point and said that, "We all are human beings... We all make mistakes." I tried 
to bring out what he meant and asked why he was making such statements. Abernathy, 
said that" he Was not going to make allegations against the FBI but that some things 1 - 
were going on. they just cQ^ld^-pcUunderstand... v . ■ - 


Reverend Young said that King had been receiving some letters 
charging him with immorality, that' these letters attacked his personal life and he 
pointed out rather lamely that "All humans make mistakes." 

I told Reverend Abernathy and Reverend Young that a lot of people did 
come to the FBI with rumors and stories and that as a matter of fact, we had heard 
allegations reflecting on Dr. King’s morality but that certainly we took no action on 
such rumors. I emphasized that any prominent person or leader of a movement must 
be most careful in his private life and that such a leader’s reputation should be 
above reproach. I also noted that these rumors regarding King were prevelant 
outside the FBI. / 

Reverend Abernathy said there had been some problems in the past; 
that when Reverend King goes to make a speech people always want to hold a little 
party or reception for him and that there is alcohol at these parties. Abernathy 
said as a Baptist minister King does not participate in drinking affairs but some¬ 
times it is hard to avoid attending receptions where drinking does go on. 


Reverend Young said that he was deeply concerned about irresponsible 
usage of personal information on the part of scandalmongers and wondered if there 
could be any "leaks" from the Government. He was assured that there were no leaks 
from the FBI, that the Director ran a tight organization and that any irresponsibility 
on the part of any Agent would not be tolerated. Young said he did not feel the FBI 

was responsible and said that just the other day King had received a letter vhich 
brought up the "female question," and added they have been getting 8 or 10 bad letters 
a week. 
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DeLoach to Mohr me 10 , 1-11-65 
Re: Martin Luther Kmg, Jr. • 



Here again he was asked why he was telling us this 'and Young replied 
that they were worried and concerned, that maybe they were overly concerned, but 
that it seemed the campaign against King had been stepped up sincje he had received 
the Nobel Prize. Young spoke about constant threats to ruin King and threats on; 

Kir g’s life. He was told that if any threats were made which would come within the 
F 7 I’s investigative authority, the full facts should be made available promptly so that 
t? 3 matter could be thoroughly run out and investigated. 


Reverend Abernathy brought up the fact again that all men make 
listakes and blunders but that King had become the symbol of nonviolence and that 
lc would be tragic for both the North and South if King should be ruined and if some 
demagogue like Malcolm X would move in and take over the civil rights movement. 
He said it would be tragic if Dr. King were destroyed. He was asked if there was 
vulnerability on Dr. King’s part or if he was being blackmailed. He said that every¬ 
body has skeletons in their closets and he said that Dr. King was really a moral 
person, that he had a deep love for all of mankind-.-I refrained from commenting 
here—and that King was very moral and that in the last year Dr. King had been- 


l 


especially careful to avoid any..actions.which could be misconstrued by racists and 
others out to destroy King. 



Reverend Young tried to get ’’down to brass tacks” but was unable 
to do so. He spoke of the changing sex standards in the country, talked in general 
terms about people being tempted and making bad judgments and spoke about the 
spiritual nature of their movement and the fact that God uses ’’frail vessels” in 
carrying out His precepts, knowing full well the weaknesses of men. I asked him, 
as a minister of God, if he condoned sex degeneracy. He replied that people have 
different standards and different ideas as to what the sex norm is. 


I made a final attempt to pin down the precise nature of their problem 
but neither man would come out with any specifics—only statements that ’’they” were 
trying to ruin King and the civil rights movement and that this would be tragic for 
the whole country. Both ministers said they knew and appreciated the fact that the 
FBI would not be a party to vilification of King and I said this was true, and that 
while we naturally were aware of rumors concerning immorality on King’s part, 
we had no cause to look into such matters. 


Reverend Abernathy said he wanted to be very frank and wanted to 
raise a question as to whether some Agents might overstep their authority in the South 
and might engage in actions which were not known to FBI Headquarters. I 
emphasized this was absolutely impossible, that our Agents carried a very heavy 
case load, that we knew what our Agents were doing at all times and always knew 

I . their whereabouts. 
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DeLoach to Mohr memo, 1-11-65 
Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. 

Both visitors said, of course, they accepted and knew this to be 
a fact. They mentioned one incident of a Georgia Bureau of Investigation man 
checking on one of their meetings. They also mentioned the possibility that private 
investigators may have been hired to probe their activities. 

They said they had no other problems and I assured them that they 
should always feei free to call on us if anything should occur within our investigative 
authority. Both ministers agreed to do so and added they appreciated the 
opportunity of stopping by. 

I Throughout the visit, both Young and Abernathy were ill at ease 

and it was obvious that neither of them could bring themselves to discuss any 
specific allegations of immorality on King’s part. 

ACTION: 

For record purposes. ^ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 
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TO 


FROM 


Mr 0 Mohr 
C. Do DeLoach 


date: January 8, 1965 


0 


SUBJECT: MARTIN RUTHER KING 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 


I received a call at 12:05 p. m. today from Reverend Andrew^ oung. 
Executive Secretary to- Martin Ruther King, who called from Atlanta, Georgia, 



Reverend Young told me that he and Re verend(Abernath x would like-to— 
come to Washington on Monday, 1/11/65, and have an appointment with Mr. Hoover. 

He stated he also would appreciate my being present. 

I told Reverend Young that if the Director were in his office he would, 
of course, see him and Reverend Abernathy; however, if emergency reasons caused 

LUC UH CUlUi tU UC UUl WJL iUD X rwui.u. Ddu i>uOi^ v 

t 

Reverend Young indicated that the early afternoon would be the best for/^) 
them if convenient to the FBL I suggested 2:00 p.m, on Monday and he agreed. 

It is suggested that I see Reverend Young and Reverend Abernathy at 
2:00 p, m. on Monday, 1/11/65. They will be told that the Director is out of the office] 
Mr. Reinbaugh will sit in with me on the interview. . 


ACTION: 
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Mr. John K/| Sengstacke 
P ublisher 
Chicag o Defender 


/ 


Chic 

-A. b' 

Dear John: 


:o, Illinois 


f * 




6 a fill mnlh-A-4 ** 








I certainly regret that we haven’t had a chance to get together 




^ in the last several months. Both Mr. Hoover and I remember with a great 
deal of pleasure your visit to FBI Headquarters. Perhaps on my next visit 
to Chicago we can get together for lunch, if your schedule permits. 


I wanted to call to your personal attention an article entitled 
’’FBI Sides With Dixie, Says King” which appeared in the November 20, 

1962, issue of your newspaper and which contains a number of false and 
unwarranted assertions by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr*, about the FBI and 
p the work of its Special Agents in the'South. As I know you are interested 
° hi fairness and accuracy, I thought you may wish to pass along to your * 


dreaders the true facts with respect to Dr. King’s charges. 


- ^ 
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One of the unfounded statements by Dr* King during his New 
£ York interview was ’’because FBI agents have sided with segregationists, 

* they have not investigated beatings and other intimidations of Negroes who 
J are fighting for equality in Albany, Ga., or surrounding areas. ” Perhaps 
Dr. King has had a lapse of memory in recalling that last August and 
September five Negro churches were burned in Georgia and firearms were 
discharged into several homes. Based upon indications that the purpose of 
these acts was to discourage Negroes from voting, the FBI instituted extensive 
investigations which led to the prompt solution of the burning of a church in 
Terrell County, Georgia, on September 17, 1962, and fo the charging of two 
persons with another church burning—one near Leesburg, G eorgia , on 
August 15, 1962. MM ]/( 

? i You ma$$ffl$$ b€| in knowing.#^ tw 

ents in Albany, Georgia, were assaulted while^eonducting &ai£terview on 
-pj September.9, 1962, in connectjtgn with the early'inorhih'j* bUrbjthg'of the Tyrrell 
^ County church on that da^^b^ate^^tot wjts arrested for assaulting Federal 

JMM•tmf_-i-• -a) /$ rY^Mi 1 /~\A __ ( yC ^ECE.AEO-DIHSCiO^ 

foWoji jsij&i'M yo\A Vormmbeg.(nip use WivMum lo official proceeding, 
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xywi^pithout the express approval of the FBI 
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"Mr. John K. Sengstacke 

officers in official performance of their duties and he is presently out on bond 
awaiting Federal Grand Jury action. These two Agents were both born, reared 
and educated in the North. * 


Dr. King also asserts, ’’One of the great problems we face with 
the FBI in the South is that the agents are white Southerners who have been 
influenced by the mores of the community." His solution "was for the federal 
government to consider assigning agents from other parts of the country to the 
South and r who are at least in agreement with the law of the land/ tr according 
to the newspaper article. « 

While FBI Agents throughout the country carry out their investi¬ 
gative responsibilities irrespective of their state of origin, four out of the five 
Agents assigned to the Albany, Georgia, Resident Agency come from states 
other than Georgia—New York, Indiana, Massachusetts and Minnesota. 


The other statements by Dr* King reveal a total ignorance, not 
only of the true character of FBI Director J* Bdgar Hoover, but also of the FBI 
record in protecting civil rights* - t . 

As an example of merely, one aspect of our extensive operations 
in the civil rights field, I cite the matter of voting* hi the past several months, 
the FBI has conducted investigations involving more than 100 counties in which 
racial discrimination was alleged to exist* The Department of Justice has been 
furnished the results of these investigations; and based upon them, over 30 
* suits in counties of five states have been filed by the Department for the purpose 
of ending racial discrimination in voting* * > 

Ab a result of FBI investigations and court actions based thereon, 
thousands of previously disenfranchised Negroes have been enabled to register 
to vote in accordance with their rights under the Constitution and laws of the 
United States. For example, in one area where no Negro had voted in 40 years, 
Negroes entered polling places in September, 1962, and cast ballots. 

It should always be borne in mind that the FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency. Our investigations are conducted with dispatch and 
thoroughness. Contrary to many beliefs, we do not render prosecutive opinions 
nor handle the prosecution of cases. This, of course, is proper in a Republic 
such as ours. •' 
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Mr* John H. Sengstacke 


' You may be sure that the FBI will continue to carry out its 

investigative responsibilities to the utmost in both a reasonable and realistic 
manner. However, irresponsible charges do little to promote such goals. 

I trust my comments will serve to put the issues raised by Dr. King in their 
proper perspective, and I know you would want to have these facts in view of 

your record in reporting the news in an impartial and objective style. 

• < 

Please give me a call upon the occasion bf your next trip to 
Washington. It would be good to see you again. 


Sincerely, 



t> 




D 


S' 


C. B. DeLoach 


9 


s km*? ■ 

NOTE: John H. Sengstacke.is^on^the-Special-Gorresponderits’-Listc -Sengstacke 
met-the Dir ector in April,“i960, whemthe-Bir ector appear ed-in~GMeagod:or~a--> 
'speech. He was very much impr essed~withJ^.~Hoover~an&.Mr.. Sengstaeke-has 
-expressed much admiration f or~theDirector and the- FBI 0 He was-congratulated 
,by-the-3Director- whenhejwas„elected-President,QLthe-National.,Newspaper Pub- 
4isher-s%As^Qg^tiQmin'4960s SAs_Joseph_H«—0 , Roin*ke-and^Paul.J. ! ..Mohr -were. 
the-Agents* assaulted“by VirgH-Edmund Puckett, and this'case is being closely 
.followed by the'Generai investigative Division. 1m June,,. 19.62j,. ,Sengstacke*was“ 
app,ointed-to-the-Presid.eiitls_AdvLSGry Committee_to end any discrimination 

•'against"m±litary-personnet and their^famities._Imjuly^l962, the White House 

was-ftrrjHfshed"a^copy-of-per tinent information-in. Bufiles^rfegardihg Sengstacke. 
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STANDARD TORM NO. 64 


Office Memorandum 


UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DIRECTOR, FBI 


DATE: 5/28/58 


V 

FROM <i- • 


SAC, JACKSONVILLE (100-0) 


SUBJECT 


XL- /)/,/?; /</./?■ 

nr: REVEREND MARTIN LUIHEMKLNG " 

INFORMATION CONCERNED q *" 

JW 4'; 

In a requested contact on 5/19/58 with OSCAR 
FOLSOM, Chief of Police, Daytona Beach, Fla., he advised 
• SA FRED £. GORDON that CLETUS ALLEN, City Manager of 
Daytona Beach, was quite interested in knowing the 
background of Reverend MARTIN LUTHER KING, whom he 
understands from reading an undated publication put 
out by the Department of Education; Atlanta, Ga., is a r/„ 
Communist or Communist sympathizer, and whom he further ~ 
understands now is scheduled to make a speech at 
Bethune-Cookman College t Daytona Beach, at 10:00 a.m. 
5/26/58 in connection with graduation exercises. 

FOLSOM went on to advise that- what City Manager 
ALLEN was really interested in doing was to. try and 
prevent KING’S appearance at Bethune-Cookman College, if 
he could get some verification of KING'S Communistic 
tendencies from the FBI. 

FOLSOM was informed that the FBI could not and-x 
would not make any such information available, if knowrfy/ 

FOLSOM thereafter exhibited to SA GORDON then 
above referred publication which shows pictures of KING/ 
therein and which is captioned, "HIGHLANDER FOLK .SCIIOCfl/, 
COMMUNIST PARTY TRAINING SCHOOL, -MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEEF 


M FOLSOM was informed that the FBI could not and^r • if 

would not make any such information available, if knowi/^/ 

\‘ FOLSOM thereafter exhibited to SA GORDON then If 

above referred publication which shows pictures of KING/ L V 
therein and which is captioned, "HIGHLANDER FOLK .SCIIOCfl/, fl i 
COMMUNIST PARTY TRAINING SCHOOL, -MONTEAGLE, TENNESSEE^ j^ ; ; 

Above being furnished merely as a matter of inform!- .1 
! tion and record. • .) 

/tc - 

^^3 urea u ^ - =—. / P 

1- Mobile (A*** 7 •-* 

2- Jacksonville pep; fi? ^^—' 

FBGtbJw ^ 2 '.f •> 

(5) ' ® 

^ x \ 

This document is prepared in response to your request and is not for disserm- . 

- %tion outside your Committee. Its use is limited to official proceedings by -/j A 
f ,<r Committee and the content rnay not be disclosed to unauthorized person^ mwjJ /// / 

ne\ without the express approval of the FBI . \i V JffP 
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NMENT 


Mr. Mohr 


date: May 19, 1965 
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from : q 9 d. DeLoach 

o 

SUBJECT: DR. ARCHIBALD Jo CAREY, JRo 

REVEREND MARTIN LUTHER KING 


Pursuant to instructions, I saw Dr. Carey, who is known to 
Mr. Tolson and the Director, at 12:30 p.m. today in my office. 

Dr. Carey told me that he knew that time was limited at FBI Headquartr-i 
so he would come right to the point. He stated he had come to see us on behalf of 
Martin Luther King. He added that King was in Chicago last weekend and stayed in 
Carey's home, and at that time indicated every evidence of great disturbance. King 
told Carey he had been reliably informed there was a massive effort to discredit him 
by the Federal Bureau of Investigation. This effort is to begin this week. J 

V. jJ? 

Carey told me that he wanted to enlist the sympathies of the FBImi not 
letting any effort to discredit King occur. He said he wanted to beg the usage 1 ’of our 
good offices to prevent such an occurrence from happening. He stated he wds asking 
for our assistance based upon good reasoning. He then mentioned those reasons as: 
(1) Reverend King is a good man; (2) Reverend King stands as a "symbol/’ to the 
Negro race today. (3) Reverend King is a "safety valve" at the present time. He 
explained this by indicating that Reverend King's articulate voice \yas preventing mors 
of the militant and violent Negroes from committing serious acts h the United States. 

I interrupted Dr. Carey at this point and told him he had known us for a 
long time and that I felt certain that he knew in his own mind that the FBI had plenty 
to do without being responsible for a discrediting campaign against Reverend King. 

Dr. Carey agreed that he did know us better and stated that he had doubted King's 
allegations from the very beginning. I told Carey that Reverend King had criticized , 
us very unfairly, particularly concerning the background and investigative actions of 
our Southern Agents. I briefed Carey very thoroughly on this point. I further told 
Dr. Carey that King had later denied that he had made such allegations ujfon having an 
appointment in Mr. Hoover's Office. I told Dr. Carey that the Director had given 
Reverend King some very good advice insofar as his moral responsibilities were 


concerned. 

1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Rosen 


1 - Mr.«Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Jones 


/6/ 
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DeLoach to Mohr Memo, 5/19/65 
RE: Dr. Archibald J. Carey, Jr. 
Reverend Martiu Luther King 


. I went into the entire situation with Dr. Carey and told him not only of 
the many successes we had enjoyed in this particular field, but also of the dis¬ 
couragements and humiliations that extremists on both stdes attempted to subject us 
t to. Dr. Carey showed great interest and indicated that he would be one that would 
1 attempt to remedy that situation. / s/\°lT~ A __ J Jr* 




T, 0 & 

Dr. Carey called me^at 3:35 p.m. this afternoon afid stated he wanted 
j to use about ten seconds in mentioning two additional things: (1) He stated that he 
! had talked to King telephonically and remonstrated with King about the fact that King 
shoftid make a greater effort to praise the FBI for its excellent work in the civil rights 
field. (2)|TDr.r^are^tated-he»ivarrtredftO^Fe^ery-immo|lest for a seconds He,,added 
th at he feft he ha d^dM^a^ gheat-deakf orathe current-administration and^that despite 
theI^Gt“that^he^a^he>p^sidentof^SEi^gsan^^an-assoeiation^ninister-of~a-*large 
’ JJagr-o-churchpaErdr|pa§ of other*bhsiiigss^te^^s;“*he”would still Appreciate itJJLthe 
“-Directorwo.ul^^ty^a-good-wordfor- kjiiTTd^ ePresident. Dr*jSarey-stated-heknew- 
/ *John-Macywof tlie-Civik Service-Comnii^l^ very well and feltithat Macy would be. on 


/ UiisjaideJL ^y^appointmentcame-up ? ^*tol:d Dr. Carey-that the Director, of.-course, 
/ ^regurded^im-weryhighly^d r ^Qufd-naturally.keep-his~yeAdest-in-.mind-,--although-it 
( ^might be'pre'suinptuoUs’for ^irectoa^to make-s.uchcrecQmmendations i =to4he-,White 
pi v House. Dr. Carey stated he couldj^erstand this. He again ; pledged~hi& loyalty 

f^aj****^. T Q<j pof T& ■ 

ACTION: ^ W 


Dr. Carey is the third individual that King has had come see us relative 
to requesting that we not expose him. Roy Wilkins, Jim Farmer and Reverend 
Abernathy have all been here for the same purpose. It is obvious that King is 
becoming very disturbed and worried about his background, else he would not go to 
such great efforts to have people approach the FBI. I did not commit the FBI in any 
manner insofar a a exposing King is concerned. To the contrary, I let Carey flatly 
know of King's derelictions insofar as false allegations against us are concerned and 
of the fact that King and other civil rights workers owed the FBI a debt of gratitude 
they would never be alfe to repay. For record purposes. e 

1/0 jJld 


- 2 - 
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Memorandum 


Tolson . 
Belmont. 
.Mohr 




oeimoiu- 

-.Mohr_yl. 

* — 


TO 


FROM : 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. DeLoach 



DATE: 


5-17-65 


V 


& 


Callahan . 
Conrad — 

Telt_ 

Gale __ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan . 
Tavel. 
Trotter 
Tele, 
Holmes 
Gandy 


ter_ 



spoke 



DR. ARCHIBALD J. CAREY, JR. 

ATTORNEY AND COUNSELOR 
SUITE 1501 

188 WEST RANDOLPH STREET 
CHICAGO^ ILLINOIS 

On May 17, 1965, Dr. Carey telephonically contacted the Bureau and 
J3A Thomas B. Coll of the Crime Research Section. 

Dr. Carey is very friendly With the Bureau " and the Director has seen! 
fim in the past. .He is also weH known to Assistant Director DeLoach and Inspector 
Wick — He-is-on the SpeciahCorr espondentS 5 *' List; The Director has furnished" him 
an autographed-copy of *’ Masters of Deceit, 1 * and he has toured the Bureau in/the past 
u*r / 

i)o You-will recall that-Carey- was.for.merly on the President's Cojhmittee 
m Government Employment Policy and was also an alternate delegate for'the United 
bates to the 8th GeneraTAssemh^ of th e United Nations. He is pastor of the 
^dlawnjChurch-in Chicago^ Tllinoisr j j 

n u . 1/ 

IJr 5 —Gar-ey-requestedto see the Director for approximately 10to 15 
either Tuesday afternoon, May 18, 1965, or any time on Wednesday, 

1965. Hecommentedthathe couid"be- contacted in Chicago at CE 6-5277 or 

4 00 x fSj^.A I- ..f_ 0.. *i 

Carey-refusedte^ divulge-the- information he. desired to-diseuss 
So A>i>r 



\ 


peX.3~re- 


—Dr 

withthe-Director 

* .... 

£>eJ \>oT- pc-L-^7^ \ 

'It4s-believedthat the-Director should not take time from his. extremely 
busy-schedule to see Dr . Carey' onthis-occasion. It is suggested that we advise 
Drr-Careythat it will be impossible f oi*' the Director to see- him, however, if.hejgo 
desires-that-you^CMrr-De-Loach)^wilLbe-happyto-speak'-withDrGacey.- # /J <Q'' u 1 

RBGQM-M- E'NDAjFlCN:' ^ / u/ J 

“ThaUWe" advise Dr . Car ey in- line with the a^ J^vations. 1 


v 

1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Miss Gandy tU i 

TBC:rs («) A > / 
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<9 




>< 


M®ffiS^*R-M-ER, CONGRESS OF-RACLA.L'Iiq'dALiW- 

STUDENT NO N-VTOLENT €00RDINATING 

/ X 


T roller- 

TeJe. Koom . 

Hoitr:es_ 

Gar.dy- 


*©05t«TTEE 
JOHN LEWIS 
COMMITTEE 




O'.:.. 
v j> 

?rcs 


!, STUDENT NON-VIOLENT GOORDINATINGv-;’(f y,< l V' . 
MS- { 

- 

Reference is made to my memorandum to you dated 3-25-65, 
captioned as above, wherein it was recommended and approved that we contact 
the Office of Congressman George W. Andrews (D-Alabama) to confidentially/ / : Z 
furnish him public source data included in referenced memorandum about^X; 
’C-aptioned-individuals. yj 0 y»r jj^rc/ jA, 




i w 






s 


SA David W» Bowers on 3-31-65 furnished the information to V * 
Douglas Smith, Assistant to Congressman Andrews, in the Congressman’s 
/ absence. Imt^eoirversation-mth Smith,- i-t-became-apparent that he/was really 
- .o n l .y J n fer-ested-in- information indicating communist connections on the part of 
k ^iyil_i’ights leaders. After some discussion, he stated their -interest-in this 
information was precipitated by an urgent request from Govemo i—George 
-WaH‘ac'e~of-Alabama. 

Mr^r-^m-A-indleated the information furnished him wouldt-not, 
< -satisfy-the‘G'ove'rnor. He then asked what information we might have concerning 
the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jy. It was pointed out to him that he had not 
requested information regarding King. He stated he realized this was true but 
he would like to secure any information available indicating King’s association 
with the communist movement. Mr. Smith was told that it has been publicly 
reported that King was associated with Hunter Pitts O’Dell, a person long 
active in the communist movement. Mr. Smith said that he was aware of this/ 
but wanted additional information. He was told that we are unable to make any 
further comment. 

l specific rnmm tS a0?kile he was , nc ^ liberty to identify this 
I specinc committee he did know that Mr. Hoover had recently testified off the 

reC ?, rd 5 efore a Congressional Committee to the effect that King's speeches are 

1 written by a New York attorney who is a communist. He stated this information 

ton outside wurTomlmZ eSP T e to your is not foM&\ 

kYmZt r Z S ^ vvro ^' a ^of the FBlf 1 * 


N % 


- ~ J WJ. i.x, o. ijLVv y yy IXKJ X O I 

-Mr. DeLof^— 


LSmg Jk& Withe 
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memo 

James Farmer, Congress of Racial Equality 


* < - , s back to Alabama and the Congressman is being pressured to obtain 

j m greater detail. 

i 

Mr. Smith was told that by Departmental order information in the 
f of the FBI is confidential and can be released only by the Attorney General, 
lit- indicated consideration would be given to possibly requesting a report on King 
from the Attorney General. 


! ? K CO MMENDATION: 



/ 
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' Memorandum 


to : Mr, Sullivan 


3/28/68 


Tolson — 
DeLoach - 

C^?fer — 
Callahan . 
Conrad — 
Felt /ft -— 
Gciy\ 

pj£z: 


» from . : G. C. Moore, 


Trotter- 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes- 

Gandy- 


subject ’"sani tation workers strike 


A \ 
l 'K 6\-s.\P 


MEMPHIS. TENNESSEE 

-_- -*.. - <- 1 * 1 * 


racial matters 




A sanitation workers strike has been going on in 
Memphis for some time. Martin Luther King, Jr., today led a 
march composed of 5,000 to 6,000 people through the streets 
of Memphis. King was in an automobile preceding the marchers. 

As the march developed, acts of violence and vandalism broke 
out including the breaking of windows in stores and some a. 
looting. /i^ 


This clearly demonstrates that acts of so-called 
nonviolence advocated by King cannot be controlled. The same 
thing could happen in his planned massive civil disobedience^ 
for Washington in April. ‘ ~7ZT~7 L ~ S= & 2? V ■ . fj 

HEC=' 19 «=»*=*« sxxJts** 


ACTION: 


ifetej- EX-105 




Attached is a blind memorandum pointfng^u-fe-^feh e^ 33 53 
above, which if you, approve, should be made available by 
Crime Records Division to cooperative news media sources, (f^ 

L , ■T' „vaS . > • ^ 


Enclosure 
TDR:fhd (6) 




jy 

(-0* 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bishop \t. 
1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr,. Deakin 


W A 


c 

tJzM) 


dfc' 






| g® This doG^memM^pjf^Pwed{i in ere 
«g -.mbUmr'6'ddsictki {four-GommiMy 
| your--Committee i&nd the coiitqfib, 

x 1® jief without the dxpfe^s .approve 


N|f 1 1ff 45 H ' 'FAgi 


Ljprepd-e&in fi$$4nse to your request and is not for dismns~$;y 
{four Mimminh. Itffhtse is limited to official proceedingfW 
etetnd the cQ&tmtrfim? nut be disclosed to unauthorized pefsorv-s\) 

3 dxpfeds ~ approved offme^FBI . J „ >.’.<• tfj 

' y -jt-TV. 






f 

Martin Luther King, Jr., President of the Southern 


Christian Leadership Conference, injected himself into the! 
sanitation workers’ strike in Memphis, Tennessee, and the . 
result of King's famous espousal of nonviolence was vandalism, 
looting, and riot. 

Previously', King involved himself in this strike, 
called for a general strike, and called for a mass march. 

Today he led the mass march in—an-au-t-emohihe at the head of 
the line. Negroes began shouting "black power" and trouble 
began. King, apparently unable or unwilling to control the 
marchers, absented himself from the scene; window breaking and 
looting broke out. 


Police officers were forced to use gas to break up 
the march and to control the crowd. It was necessary to 
activate the National Guard. Martin Luther King claims his 
much-heralded march on Washington,, scheduled for April 22, 
1968, will also be "nonviolent." He says he has persuaded 
militant black nationalists to abandon violent extremism in 
Washington, D. C., during the march. Memphis may only be the 
prelude to civil strife in our Nation's Capitol. 


I 

ftpR ,4 1963 

{ ' 


/^7- ?/t/£ -32 

JMfiLQSGRE 
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CONGRESSMAN JAMES MARTIN 
(R. - ALABAMA) 


At the request of Congressman Martin to see an Agent, 

SA David W. Bowers called on Grongresman Martin on July 1, 1965. The 
Congressman related he will be obtaining within the next day or two copies 
of a special Alabama Legislative Committee Report concerning various civil- 
rights organizations which have been active in the state. This report, f , 
according to an article in the June 30, 1965, issue of "The Washington / / 
Post" (copy enclosed) contains allegations that various civil rights ;U> 
organizations are communist infiltrated or dominated. • f Y'SKs 


Congressman Martin declared ne is aware of various 
I reports to the effect that Martin Luther King has a communist background 
jand is a sex degenerate. He said he has talked with the President about 
Hhis, urging the President to let the American people know the truth. He 
said the President was somewhat condescending in his attitude perhaps * j' 
because, the Congressman is both an Alabamian and a Republican. The . r 
Congressman stated he knows full well that as an Alabamian and a \M 

Republican he is not the proper person to expose Martin Luther King but K 
as an American he sincerely feels the people of the Nation should know the 
truth about this man. ~ n 


Congressman Martin' wanted to know if he sent a copy of / 
the Alabama Legislative Committee Report to the FBI would we confirm.-or / 
.deny the allegations contained in the Report. He was told that this would not" 
be possible since information in FBI files is confidential. He then asked / 

where he might obtain some authoritative guidance as to the validity of the 
Report. He was told that he might wish to consider forwarding the report 
to the Attorney General with the request that the Department of Justice 


advise him of its validity. He stated he would do this although he 
seriously doubted that his request would be honored. 

_. ’ i / A, # 


Enclosures / 

1- Mr. Bpnnont 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 


p % 
%% 


1 - Mr. Rosen 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 


Me j % 
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i- A. Jones to DeLqfifch Memo 


l 


CONGRESSM/ WAMES MARTIN 


■ >1 


X! 


n\ ■■ 


V- t 

i . 


! I. I 

i' : 


| Congressman Martin declared he is genuinely concerned 

about the type of people who are involved in and heading'the so-called 
civil rights movement. He said, however, he does not intend to make 
rash statements or charges which he cannot support with fact. He then 
commented that he has in his files information regarding immorality on 
the part of civil rights demonstrators. He stated on the day he called 
on the President at the White.House there was a demonstration in 
progress wherein ’’beatniks" had been sleeping and sitting on the sidewalks 
in front of the White House for some time. As he left the White House he 
asked one of the guards present if there had been ariy immoral .activities 
on the part of the demonstrators since he noted males and females were 
using the same blankets; He said the guard told him there certainly had 
been. 

Congressman Martin said he wrote the chief of police 
asking about this arid a month later received copies of numerous affidavits 
executed by all the police officers on duty around the White House during 
the demonstration. He said the gist of these affidavits was that numerous 
^officers observed movement under the blankets but took no action since they 
were under instructions not to bother the demonstrators unless they started 
trouble. 

v 

Congressman Martin said he considers what obviously 
took place at the White House an utter disgrace. 

RECOMMENDATION: 



- 2 - 
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. MONTGOMERY, Ala., June 1 
29 (AP)—A special legislative' 
committee charged todaj* that 
the Student Nonviolent Coor¬ 
dinating Committee (SXCC),. 
a leading civil rights organiza¬ 
tion, is "extensively Commu¬ 
nist dominated. 51 

-The Commission to Pre¬ 
serve the Peace also said in a 
written report to the Alabama 
. Legislature that: 

° The Congress of Racial. 
Equality (CORE) is “an impor¬ 
tant arm of the pro-Commu- 
nist conspiracy and^ a dedicat¬ 
ed agent working toward the 
Sovietizing of America.” 

° The Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference 
(SCLC) headed by the Rev. 


(In Atlanta, Dr. King said ; With only tv/o full tiine em- 

ths Committee’s charges. W ere-. pl f es - a sta ^ c,!rec ? r and f c ‘ 
“another attempt to evade the i ret ‘Y ’ th .f Committee said it 
fact that democracy does *oti\ e « ch * d lts f , rom 

exist in Alabama.” ■* -- l ^ T Sphered by he 

(Julian Bond of Atlanta, ?^/’ ^ part tim « 
public information directorf hearings at which wit- 
for SNCC and newly elected nesses voluntarily appeared, 


Georgia state representative,. 
said: “It is a typical responsej 
from a typical Southern legis¬ 
lature that knows if the 
Negroes in Alabama could reg¬ 
ister to vote freely then they, 
wouldn’t be sitting in their, 
seats today.” 


Dr* Martin Lutut?r Xing j r. is 
"actively engaged in promot¬ 
ing the Communist line” and 
is “substantially under control 
of Communists 

Dr. King, the Committee re¬ 
port said, “is probably not a 
member of the Communist 
Party, USA, nor any identi¬ 
fied*'Communist splinter par¬ 
ty.” But, it charged, “the 10- 
year history of his rise to : 
prominence through advocat¬ 
ing social revolution is part 
and parcel of the Communist 
operation in America during 
the .same period.” 

The report said Dr. King 
"has amassed an amazing 
number of Communist 
'fronts’ ” and “has been close¬ 
ly, even intimately, associated 
with persons who have been 
officially labeled under oath 
before congressional commit¬ 
tees as Communists.” 


and from contacts with law 
enforcement offic 0 ( V- C r 
The 39-page report de-. 
scribed SNCC as “an extreme¬ 
ly dangerous, irresponsible 
group which tends to promote 
acts of violence to gain sup- 
jport for their own goals.” 

(James Farmer, national di-* ^ said SNCC leadership, 
rector of CORE, said in Dur-i substantially follows the 
ham, N.C., where CORE isjCommunist. Party line,” ^nd 
holding its national conven-!^ 6 ^ the organization j‘an 
tion: ’agent for the Communist con- 

(“The charges made today spiracy” 1 

The Committee said SI^CC 
constitutes “one of the most 
iierious attempts by the Com- 
j' munists in America, with sup¬ 
port of Red China, Cuba and 
Communist nations in Africa, 
to effect a violent overthrow 
of existing governments, state 
and Federal, in the United 
States.” 

The report added that “we 
are further faced with the 
growing attempt of Black 
Muslim groups to join hands 
with SNCC and other groups 
on the far left.” 

In its report on CORE, the 
Committee referred to “large 
number of Communist agents 
working under CORE ban¬ 
ners.” 1 -- 


. . . would be too ludicrous to 
answer if they were not so 
serious. The charge* that 
CORE or its leadership is 
now pro-Communist or is 
heading in that direction* is 
false, completely and entirely 
false.”) 

The five-man Committee 
was created by the Legisla¬ 
ture in the wake of racial 
troubles in Birmingham two 
years ago to investigate indi¬ 
viduals and groups “who may 
ibe engaged in activities of an 
unlawful' nature against the 
sovereignty of the state . . . 
and which may be detrimen¬ 
tal to the peace and dignity of 

I the state . . .” _ 

The chairman of the mvesti- 
jating Committee is State 
|Rep. John Hawkins of Jeffer¬ 
son County. The other mem¬ 
bers are Reps. Hugh Locke of 
j Jefferson and Alton Turner of 
■Crenshaw County and Sens. 
Jimmy Clark of Barbour and 
•E. O* Eddins of Marengo’. 5 —^ 


The report said CORE “is 
moving even more into active 
Communist identification. The 
dozen top leaders . . . includ¬ 
ing the director, James Far¬ 
mer, and its field secretary. 
Jame3 Peck, have impressive 
pro-Communist records.” 


"The Washington Post" 
6-30-65 
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* .UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO : Mr. W. C. Sullivs^ 

from :G. C. Moore ^6^ 

• C? 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMl^IST 

PURPOSE: 


I - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Bishop 

date: December 18, 1967 

1 - Mr. G. C. Moore 
1 - Mr. D. M. Wells 



Gale — 
Hosen — 
Sullivan 
Tave! — 




Trotter_ 

Tele. Room . 
Holmes- 



Attached for your approval for dissemination are 
copies of a communication revealing the plans of Stanley 
Levison to get a group of wealthy people to help finance 
Martin Luther King, Jr.’s planned massive civil disobedience 
in Washington, D. C e , in early Spring, 1968. 


\ 



c-. 


BACKGROUND :. 

In early December, 1967, Martin Luther King, Jr«, 
President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, publicly 
announced he would stage massive civil disobedience in 
10-15 major cities including the Nation's Capitgl in an 
effort to spur Congress into action for legislation to 
help the plight of the Negro. 

RECENT DEVELOPMENTS: 



Recently, King was in conference with his principal 
advisor and long-time secret Communist Party member, Stanley 
Levison, concerning this program. It was Levison's idea to 
get a group of wealthy people together and obtain pledges 


t- from them in an effort to finance King's-civil disobedience 

program. 



wma cor :x filed in /r). ) ■ 





Memorandum to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
100-106670 


1 » 
\ . 


They also discussed the taking of a lecture 
series King is doing for the 'Canadian Broadcasting System. 
The Legal Attache in 0£tawa_ is checking into this matter v 
for details. The Legal -Attache,, Ottawa,. Ontario t Canada .X, 
has been instructed to secure throlTgKHbHe Royal~Gahad ian/ 
Mounted Police„details concerning this matterT^ 283 "^ V^' 

RECOMMENDATION: 0 

The attached be forwarded by routing slip to 
Mrs. Mildred Stegall"at the White House; Mr. William Welsh, 
Administrative Assistant to the Vice President; Secretary 
of Defense"!^cNamara; Secret Service; theJRoyal Canadian 





^ zssassst.,^ 

M ounted. Polic e; the Attorney General; Deputy Attorney 
General; Assistant Attorneys General Doar, Vinson, and 
Yeagley; Army 1 ; Navyj^and Air Force. 


Ffik 








SECRET 


«• Mr. DeLoach 
'«* Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
^ Mr. Bishop 
- Mr. G« C. Moore 

December 2D, 1967 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


1 - Mr. D. M. Wells 


The following information has been supplied by 
confidential sources of this Bureau who have furnished 
reliable information in the past. 

Recently Martin Luther King, Jr., President, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference, was in contact 
with his principal advisor, Stanley Levison, concerning 
King’s new program of planned massive civil disobedience 
to be held in Washington, D. C., in the early Spring of 
1968. 
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Levi son informed King that he would like to get 
a group of wealthy people together and obtain pledges 
from them in an effort to finance this program. It was 
Levison’s idea to hold a two-day retreat for 10 to 15 
individuals who have given King’s group over §1,000 each 
in the past. The retreat would not be limited to these 
■individuals but they would be encouraged to invite others 
they know who would be sympathetic to this program. L A A 

King and Levison also discusse^y the^taping of a 
lecture series King is doing for the £a nadlatL^ Br oad ca s fci ng 
System. This source was unable to furnish any additional ® 
information concerning this matter.■ 


jj J j§> Another source advised in April, 1964, that 

Kr ^ Stanley Levison was'a secret member of the Communist Party, 
§ USA, in July, 1963. In late 1963 and early 1964, he 

a} criticized the Communist Party for not being sufficiently 

zj_ militant in the civil rights struggle. Levison was 

»!lr. o qch " " described by the Communist Party leaders as being to the 
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SECRET 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR, 


"left" ofthe Coranmlst Party in his position on civil 
lights. Lis differences with the Communist Party, however 
are mereiy tactical, and he continues his ideological 
adherence to communis^ Stanley Levison is the owner and 

Ne^York^lew^Yo*-^ H&n&gement Realt ^ Company, 1841 Broadway, 

XEROX COPIES TO HRS. MILDRED STEGALL AT THE WHITE HOUSE; 

MR. WILLIAM WELSH, ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT TO THE 
VICE PRESIDENT; SECRETARY OF DEFENSE MCNAMARA; SECRET 
SERVICE: THE..ROYAL-.CM ADIAN H OUNTEP r .,POLXC& ; THE ATTORNEY 
GENERAL; DEPUTY ATTORNEY /GENERAL; ASSISTANT ATTORNEYS 
GENERAL DOAR, VINSON, AND YEAGLEY; ARMY; NAVY; AND 

AIR FORCE. 1 _ I if) 

fcruyp^ 

NOTE: 


Classified ’’Secret” inasmuch as sources for the 
above information are highly sensitive sources relating 
to the racial situation. 

See memorandum G, C. Moore to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
12/18/67, same caption, prepared by BMWjekw. 
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/n Reply, Please Refer to 
File No. 


UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Bureau; 100-438794 


New ..York, New York 
December 15, 1967 


Communist Infiltration of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
Internal Security - C j 


A confidential source, who has furnished-.reliable 
information in the past, learned on December 13, 1967* that 
Martin Luther King, Jr., and Stanley Levison discussed the, 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference (.SCLC), of which 
" King is. president. King said that for the first time he has 
... . noted-that some' effective^ administration is. de.veloping.. .. 

Levison told King he wanted to raise the question 
with him of getting together a group of wealthy people, 
specifically in connection with the civil disobedience 
program, in order to get a special pledge of financing from 
them. He suggested they might even hold a two day retreat 
to orient them and discuss the subject with them. Levison 
■noted that they have a list of possibly ten to fifteen persons 
' who have given the SCLC more than one thousand dollar 
. donations. He said that they might add a few others to 
, this group, but that they have to select a place for the 
meeting. Levison felt that they could tell those who attend 
\ that they need a certain amount of money and what part each 
will pledge. He said each of these persons might be able to 
go to someone else because there will be a problem of 
interpretation for middle-class whites and middle-class 
Negroes. 


This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the property 
of the FBI and is loaned to your agency; it and 
its contents are not to be distributed outside 
your agency. j , , . , / rf /) _~. 
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_ / 

''ce further advised that Levison also 


The soi 

discussed with King the taping of a lecture* series King 
is doing for the Canadian, Broadcasting System. It was 
Levison*s advice feat^'Rlng record the fourth lecture the 
way it is. 


A confidential source, who has furnished, 
reliable information in the past, advised 
in April, 1964, that Stanley Levison was; 
a secret member of the Communist Party, ! 
United States of America (CPUSA),'in 
July, 1963 . In late 1963 and early 1964 , 
he criticized the Communist Party (CP) for 
not being sufficiently militant in the civil 
rights struggle. Levison was described by 
certain CP leaders as being to the "left” of 
the CP i'ri his position on civil rights. His 
differences with, the CP,-'however, are merely 
tactical and he continues his ideological 
adherence to Communism. 
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xj December 21, 1967 

- Mr* Go G'^'Moore 

- (Field Guidance Folder) 

- Mr. D.,Mo Wells 
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From; Director, FBI (100-106670) J 

- C ' 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST ^ 

' Enclosed for dissemination f o ffchejR oyal Canadian 
Mounted Police]is a communication concerning the current 
activities of Martin Luther King, Jr., President, Southern 
Christian Leadership Conferenceo Attached for your infor- 

*Yl O 4 M W * n C TCT /NV*f V y> «** •? •{— |<K .*-» J 1 .**, C* A «aL a in J m *w. v. \ 

At(ty»V»/.\/Ji4 J. <WV i y ’/ VJ « A,v ^u WV-*. Utivj V- UCJ- iACUU UJC44iWX. UUU Ulit 

to the Bureau dated 12/15/67, which is self-explanatory. 

You will note the attached contains information /0M& b ^ 
indicating King is taping a lecture series for the Canadia n 6$ 
Broadcasting System. Through liaison you should determine"" - 
who made arrangements for this series; text of the lecture / 
#4; number of lectures in the series; payment involved; and 
any additional pertinent information 6 

Since King is planning these massive civil disobedi¬ 
ence demonstrations which may result in riots, it is 
important that we learn the source of funds which he may use / 
to finance this new program. ^ 
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UNITED* STATES C ’ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

TO : 

Mr. W. C, Subiiva^' 

FROM : 

Mr, J, A, Sizoo ..J 

T 

SUBJECT: 

MARTIN LUTHER KING,JR. 


/ V . /; 

1 - j Mr 0 Belmont ^ 
1 - ! Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr * DeLoach 

DATE: May 24, 1965 


'/ 

I / y / 

K T/lson 

/? l/e 1 mo n 


/iohr_ 

DeLoadtf^ 

Casper_ 

Callahan . 
Conrad — 
Felt_ 


Q Gale_^ 


1 - Mr, Sullivan 
1 - Mr, J.A.Sizoo * 
1 - Mr, Bland c 

1 - Mr, Baumgardner 
1 - Mr, Phillips 


\3osen s -^l^__ 

T^illivnkL:^- -_ 

Tavel J LI _ 

Trotter- 

Tele. Room_ 

Holmes- 

Gandy_ 


SECURITY MATTER ~ COMMUNIST 




o /> 

/far, 

fj 


/ 

•u. / ■" 


■^Atlanta letterhead memorandum (LHM) 5-21-65 advised that 
fAlfred-Kuettner of the United Press.International (UPI), has been in 
/ touch with King’s office relative to a possible article to be written 
‘ / by Kuettner, SAC Ponder of our Atlanta Office telephoned me about noon 
/ today (5-24-65), made reference to the LHM, and stated that Alfred G, 

/ -^Kuettner has conferred with King and plans to write either a serie^ 
cf three articles about King or one article in three parts, f J 


Martin Luther King, Jr, - Who Is He? 
This will be on King’s background. 


01 


Tills will De on Klng l s background* I* \ h J \t 

2' CMI 

(2) Where Does King Go Prom Here? 

Kuettner speculates as to King’s interest in speaking 
iand writing in that in recent speeches King indicates he 
: is moving into international, affairs and fancies himself .. 

: as some sort of an authority, — /n -Jk., 

//] MF" 

, (3) King’s Associates, (s j " (j 

Kuettner has requested assistance concerning King’s associates 
and desires public source material to use as well as any other informa¬ 
tion we can give|! him on a confidential basis which would serve to 
orient him. The latter information wlclrli »at be used by him in his 
article, v '> Lw 1 Is , , . / ///xo 

Ponder recommends that the Bureau assist Kuettner, He stated 
that Kuettner has been an SAC'Contact of the Atlanta Office since 
March,- 1960, and that Ponder is ab sol utely ce rtain that Kuettner will 
not violate our confidence; that Kuettner is completely reliable; and 
will write an objective article or articles concerning King, Ponder 
pointed out that Kuettner is UPI’s authority in the South on the Negro 
movement and his articles carry a great deal of influence and Ponder 
does not believe that he would prepare anything flattering or favorable 
to King, Ponder further noted that several weeks ago Kuettner prepared 
an article on the Selma to Montgomery march which exposed sexual 
irregularities on the part of certain of the marches^s^-. SufjJ^g^ontain 
no adverse information on Kuettner, 

_* _ . , * r ;■ ' of \\ <B< - 2 MAY 27 1965 
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Memorandum to Mr, W, C, Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
100-106670 


OBSERVATIONS : , l 

| Attached are ^two docu ments which it is believed should be 

made available to Kuettner, ““document number 1 contains only public 
source information which Kuettner could use without, of course, any 
attribution to the FBI. Document number 2 is a short summation 
concerning King*s communist connections with particular emphasis 
on his communist advisors. This document would'not be used insofar 
as Kuettner *s ax’ticle would be concerned but would be merely i for 
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Mr. DeLoach 


R. E. Wick 


date: July 20, 1968 





1. 

V 


dBJL 

Aud<^ 


GOVERNOR OTTO KERNER, JR. (D. - ILLINOIS) 
REQUEST FOR INFORMATION CONCERNING 
DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING " 


At 9:30 a. m. on 7/20/66,- by referral from the Director 
Office, Bishop in my office received a telephone call from Governor 
Kerner, who stated he was in Washington and was leaving this afternoon 
to return to Springfield, Illinois. Governor Kerner advised that he has 
been informed that recently several Chicago daily newspapers carried 
stories to the effect that the Bureau was in possession of information 
concerning meetings which Dr. Martin Luther King was holding with young 
"’’hoodlum" gangs in Chicago. 

Governor Kerner was not aware of the identity of the news¬ 
papers or the dates on which these stories were carried in them. He 
stated that he would be extremely interested in receiving from the Bureau 
any information which we might have along this line, in connection with / 
the race riots in Chicago, but advised that he is aware that this is l/XS 

extremely nebulous information. He stated that, on his return to Spring- 
field, he would have the particular news articles located and make them 
available to SAC Gebhardt, Springfield Office, so that the Bureau would 
be aware of what data the papers are alleging the Bureau has in its 
possession concerning these meetings of Dr. King. 

—It-has-b e en-determine d-fr o nrthe~B o me sticlnt ell ig enc e' Division- 
that-J-i-m-Bevel 7 “the“representative“of“t-he-Southern«Ghristia-n-Leader‘Sh-ip-' 
Conffiren&e-(-Mar-t4n-Lu’ther~-King^s-g-roup)~in"CMGago-reGent-l-y-held-a-meet- 
ing^vith-a“Negro~youth"street-gangTmown'as the "Blaekstone Rangers-” at 
which time he ran off-for"them-a film^ofThe'Watts'riot.- His alleged, 
purpose in doing this was to convince them of how horrible the Watts 
j..situatiomhadJaeenmndTo~GonvinceThem that nonviolence was the best 
teGhnique”tomtUi'z'e'~'iirfiglitlng ram^^isWirmnatmnT~It'iS‘'very*pos'Sible 
that'Bevei advised the Chicago' papers that' he had taken this action and 
-that-he-was "advising the FBI that such action had Been taken. . ,*•> 
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Wick to DeLoach memo 7/20/66 
Re: GOVERNOR OTTO KERNER, JR. 


( 

* 


DAT&-BrBt»E&TrFii:ESr 

'-Ou'r-f-iles-refleGt-that-.our relations with Governor Kerner 
a have been generally cordial. He was formerly U. S. Attorney for the 
Northern -District of Illinois and exhibited a cooperative attitudetoward 
' "the BuTeauT~A.'s'Governbr he has also exhibited a friendly attitude- 
‘ toward“the~Buf eau. 

ACTION TAKEN: 

y -At-lO:10-a. m* -7/20/66, Bishop telephonically advisedSAC 

Gebhardt-of-the contact by Governor Kerner -with the Bureau and was, 
notified that Governor Kerner would probably be in touch with him on 
JFnly~2-lst-to-exhibit “the-newspaper*'Clippings in question* —Gebhardt-was 
instructed to eontact-the-Ghicago Office after-he-was- contacted by 
Governor Kerner to-determine-what data that office had--in-its^poosos,slon 
cone erning-the-m eet-ing of Jim Bevel with the ”Blackstone'Rangers'l,.and 
thereafte’f’'to~telephonically contact, the Bureau Jior.approvaka's-te^vhat- 
-dnformiation^concerning'4h-is~h&.jnay J .be^ableJo_furnish Gove rnor^Kerner^ 

‘ RECOMMENDATION: 
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'STATES GC iRNMENT 


Memorandum 


/from 


Mr. Mohr 


C. D. DeLoach 


DATE: 8-14-65 


Tolson ■—£ 

J>" 1? Belir.o",l^ 

<\ „ „ <V Mofir- l— 

fetoach -X 

* Casper_ 

Callahan_ 

Conrad- 

Felt- 

Gale- 


Tav^l- 

^crffotter_ 

jr Tele. Room 

Holmes- J- - 

Gandy- Jl- 

? DgdcACti 


SUBJECT: 


SPEAKER JOHN MC CORMACX - 
BRIEFING RE MARTIN LUTHER KING 
SATURDAY, 8-14-65 
AT 2 P. M. 


At his request, and with the Director’s approval, I brief ea. 
Speaker John McCormack regarding the background and activities of Martin 
• Luther King today in the Speaker’s rooms. 


n 


* \ 


■py 


The briefing lasted approximately 45 minutes. It covered King's 
, specific ac ts of immorality as well as his connections with members of the 
- Communist Party. The identity of the members of the Communist Party who 
have had control over and association with King were brought out. The latest 
incident in which King has advised the press that he will write a letter to 
General Ho Chih Minh of the North Vietnamese, in an attempt to establish 
himself as a ’’peacemaker" was related to Speaker McCormack. The communists' 
efforts back of this incident, and those individuals perpetrating the incident were 
mentioned. 


Speaker McCormack was quite calm about the entire briefing. He 
stated he had heard much in the way of rumor previously $ however, he wanted 
to know if the information he had received was accurate. He stated he now 
recognized the gravity of the situation and that something obviously must be done 
about it. He inquired as to whether the President knew these facts. I replied in , 
the affirmative. ~y f 


The Speaker stated that he thought that "Edgar Hoover' did not 
call King a notorious liar for nothing." He stated he now recognized why the 
Director branded King as he' did. He added that he was in complete sympathy 
with the Director taking this action. 


The Speaker spoke lengthily concerning the desperate need to 
educate Negroes today with the fact that they cannot defy the law and get away 
with it. hn / )OL -\ ** 


1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. SullivarK, 
1 - Mr. Jones ^ 


1 - Mr. i 
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C. D. DeLoach to Mohr Memo 
RE: SPEAKER JOHN MC CORMACK 


\ 

\ 


Speaker McCormack asked that his and Mrs. McCormack T s 
best regards be given to the Director. He also asked that the Director be 
advised of his appreciation for affording him the above-mentioned briefing. 


ACTION: 


For record purposes. 
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PURPOSE: To obtain approval to alert friendly members of the 
news media field of the meeting between Martin Luther King, Jr., 
President, Southern Christian Leadership Conference, and 
James Hoffa, President, International Brotherhood of Teamsters, 
Chauffeurs, Warehousemen and Helpers Union, 

rf^ ^^KGROUN D: You were previously advised that according to 
a"S'4^6-~b t lk on 10/17/66 Clarence Jones, a former member of 
the Labor Youth League, a communist-front organization, and 
now a principal adviser to King, was attempting to arrange 
a meeting between King and Hoffa. Jones informed Hoffa’s 
attorney that King thought Hoffa’s union mignt want to 
support the civil rights movement to a greater degree because^ 
of its 450,000 Negro members, Jones advised that King is 
very sensitive regarding this meeting and does not want any 
publicity concerning it. 

On October 30, 1966, this same source advised that 
-Hoffa had agreed to meet with King in Hoffa’s office in 
Washington, D. C., on either the second, third, or fourth of 
^November, 1966. This was to be a luncheon meeting. Jones 
J was to advise Hoffa’s aide what date was agreeable with 
King by 10/30/66. 


r 

V', 


U- 


On 10/31/66, 


advised that Jones was 


in contact with the Teamsters Union. Since King was unable 
to meet on any of the above dates, tentative plans were made 
to hold the meeting on the ninth or tenth of November, 1966. 
If these days are not satisfactory,.an alternate meeting 
date was scheduled for one day during the week of 

November 14, 1966. REG- 3 , „ 

a Q „ /Oh b /O 

The New York Office has been alerted to notify the 
Bureau immediately whe 
this meeting. 



r-N 


\ 


100-106670 


I; 

t\ 


DMWtdehb • 

01866 


a date and time 

A 

have been set for 
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CONTINUED - OVER 
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Baumgardner to Sullivan Memorandum 
Re: MARTIN LUTHER- KING, JR. 

100-106670 


OBSERVATIONS: From the above, it is apparent that' King is 
’in dire' need of funds. Secondly, he dislikes going to 
Hoffa because of Hoffa’s unsavory reputation. King 
undoubtedly feels that this association might reflect 
unfavorably upon his public image. On the other hand, 
it would appear Hoffa might be concerned .with the white 
backlash within his own union ranks should it become 
known that union funds may be expended to promote Negro 
objectives. It is therefore felt that both men have 
just reason for keeping this meeting secret. Any 
publicity concerning it would probably be extremely 
embarrassing to both parties. 

It would appear that the meeting may be virtually 
spontaneous and time in this instance could be very critical 

/it RECOMMENDATION: A Bureau official be designated now to 
! alert’ friendly news media of the meeting once the meeting 
date is learned so that arrangements can be made for 
appropriate press coverage of the planned meeting to 
expose and disrupt it. 


\i f * . 




S3 


ADDENDUM: DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE DIVISION, 11/3/66,FJB: deh 

Special Agent in Charge Donald E. Roney of the 
New York Office called at 3 p.m., this date. He said that 
through a reliable source they had learned that Clarence 
Jones had contacted King today. He told King that 
arrangements have been made for King to meet with Hoffa in 
Hoffa f s office in Washington, D.C., for a luncheon meeting 
on November 9, 1966. King agreed and they then discussed 
the possibility of having Stanley Levison, a long-time 
communist and now a principal adviser to King, attend the 
meeting. They thought this was a good idea and would try 
to work it out. . / 

V / 
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j Mr. Triads: 
j Mr. E?r=:;rvt_ 
' Mr. Ma=r_ 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, B. C. 

Dear- Mr. Hoover: 


I wonder if you would be good enough to give^me 
your department' s report of the veracity of the enclosed 
brochure. 

I have seen this material rather widely dis- 
j trib’.it<?d and T would like to know if the Highlander Folk 
school was a. Cui._..^iiist Training School and 
not the persor^identified in the photograph is., indeed, 
Martin Luther King, Jr. 


Since this material is being widely distributed 
in my district, you can appreciation my concern. 


Sincerely yours, 

k 


/ 


I ' 


Roman C- Pucinski 
Member <nf Congress 
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#0«M NO. 10 

m? coitiom 
OJVC1N. It*, no. 27 


J'-‘: 


U.N^l'ED STATES GO\ . **MENT. 


’•Aemqra^dum 


TO 


: Mr. DsLoach 



DATE: 7-27-64 


from : M. A* Jones« 

Jj ' ::>. - 

S,™. IvIAHTIN LUTHSR king; JR.* 

" THE HIGHLANDER FOLK SCHOOL; 

REQUEST FROM CONGRESSMAN ROMAN C. PUCINSKI 
(DEMOCRAT - ILLINOIS) 


i/\ 
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To. son -1* 

Re'.nont - 

• "U /-i. - 


MiUiii — , .. 

Co-;*cr _ 


Cnlioh^n 
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Evons — 
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Gale 

Rosen — 
Sullivan . 

Tcvel_ 

Trotter 




Tele* Room . 

Holrr.cs - 

Gandy _ 
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BACKGROUND: . 


Congressman Pucinski forwarded, a copy of a flyer made from a news. 
clipping from the "Augusta Courier," Augusta, Georgia, on 7-8-63# The flyer "identifies 
Martin Luther King in a photograph taken of certain individuals attending the Highlander 
Folk School during the Labor Day weekend of 1S57. The Congressman would like to know; 
if the Highlander Folk School was a communist training school and whether or not the 


•person identified In the photograph is Martin Luther King, 
"INFORMATION IN 3UFXLSS: 


Sr. 


/V 

Press - Internatichs 


The photograph of Martin Luther King attending the Highlander Folk 
-School has come to our attention several times in the past. A Uni 
Service release o L7-j.2 -S3 reported Gove rnor_Rqss Barnett displayed a poster-size \NJ 
photograph to the Senate Commerce Committee.which he claimed showed King "at a 
communist trainin^AcnoolF^Goverhor Barnett said the picture was taken at the High¬ 
lander Folk School of Monteagle, Tennessee.' The Bureau obtained another copy of the 
photograph from our Savannah Office in March, IS63, and it was revealed that the photo¬ 
graph was taken surreptitiously by an "undercover agent" of the G eor g ia Commission on' 
Education at the Highlander Folk School in IS5731 


7- The photograph also identified Abner W. Berry who has been a writer foiq 
"The Daily Worker" and has been a member of the Communist Party, 


although he 


positions as cnairman ci v 
the National Committee to Abolish the House Un-American Activities Committee and was 


urosiCieiiL and 


member of the board of directors of the Souther*Conference Educational \ 


Inc., a communist front. Myles He-ton, identified on the flyer forwarded by 


Congressman pucinski as director on the Highlander Folk School, has been very close ^ 
to me Communist Party in the past, although informants doubt that he has ever been a E 


;er of the Communist Party. 
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This doj^hern ym pkspa rew in response to your request and is not^f&rC&tssemi- 
- ,ne&mi' n rnctsid&: y&ur commUter r* * 'its u°e i? l im r L ~d? to officifiH'jjroceedings by 
your_Cort mii£& i'.may nut be disclosed to unauthorized person* 
nelihbithout- ther express approval of the FBI . 
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach memo 

, * 



; Re: MARTIN LUTHER ICING, JR. 

1 

i 



; The 

! 1 

1 

Highlander Folk School was formed in \ 

LS3.2„and was a leftist 


organisation supported by private donations. It offered courses of instruction in 
labo r or ganization, eco nornics.and labor educatioin Informants have advised that 
the school has had Communist Party members on its staff as instructors and has 
: followed the practice of wel coming communists as students. Informants have advised 
the school was pro-commxmist, but there is no indication, it was ever completely, 

• controlled by communists. The school was closed by the-State of Tennessee in 
•Dectmber,. 1961, aft er its_c ohhncTioh~fbV~yi61atihg'Teisissse6'segregation laws. ’A 
state charterTor a Highlander Research and Education Center of Knoxville, Tennessee 
was issued on 8-23-61 and Myles Horton was identified as its Director! 


RECOMMENDATION: 


That a representative of your, Mr. DeLoach, office personally coriact 
Congressman Pucinski, with whom we have had prior c&rdial relations, and inform 
him -confident' cllv of the background regarding the flyer he enclosed concerning the 


Highlander Eolk School. 
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Mr 

FROM .; 

Mr 

SUBJECT: 

DR 




c^_yL 

/ SSLi_ 

/■ 




H. Belmon 


C. Sullivan 


r 


MARTIN LUTHER tKING 


date-. June 12, 1964 




1 - Mr. Belmont 
1 - Mr. Mohr 
1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. J.A.Sizoo 
1 - Mr. D.E.Moore 
1 - Mr. Gurley 
1 - Mr. Phillips 
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Reverend Dr. ..Ed.win^Esgy,_ General Secretary, National Council 
of the Churches of Christ, while "visiting Washington," came in to see 
mei I know Dr. Espy very well as a result of my lecturing during the 
past few years. He is a Baptist clergyman and a man for whom I have - 
the highest respect. H~ />/>< »_ t _ ^ 

Dr.' Espy mentioned to me the column by Joseph Alsop some 
weeks ago wherein it was pointed out that Dr. Martin Luther King 
was' in contact with communists and is influenced by them. Dr. Espy 
expressed grave concern about this and asked me if I could confidential] 
advise him_whether or not Dr. King might be connected with communists* 

I took the liberty of advising Dr. Espy confidentially 
of the fact that Dr. Martin Luther King not only left a great deal to 
be desired from the standpoint of communism, but also from the 
standpoint of personal conduct. Also, I referred Dr. Espy to public 
source material on Dr. King relative to communism. 

Dr. Espy expressed deep gx'atitude to the Bureau for my * 

\ talking to him about this matter, and assured me he would keep it 
strictly to himself and be guided by it in his decisions. He said 
that the National Council of the Churches of Christ would certainly noi-| 
want to have anything to do with a man who did not have the proper -"l 
qualifications, and he. Dr. Espy, as a' Baptist clergyman, felt ver y / 
strongly about such matter. ' 

I think that we have sowed an idea here which may do some 
good. I will follow up on the matter very discreetly to see what 
•desirable results may emanate therefrom. 

RECOMMENDATION: 


WCSjdjwr 
(9) \ 


For the information of the Director. 
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UNITED STATES GO . ^RNMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


SUBJECT: 


Mr. Mohr 


C. Do DeLoach 


\*i 


!> 


date: September 15, 1965 



} •): 


TeleVRoom - 
Holmes . 
Gandy 


6V 


SENATOR STROM THURMOND 
(R-SOUTH CAROLINA) 




At Senator Thurmond’s request, I went to his office at 4:00 p.m. 

9/14/65 for an appointment. I was advised by his assistants, Harry Dent and Fred 
Buzhardt, that the Senator had called over from the Floor to indicate he must 
attend a Republican Party policy meeting which former Vice President Nixon 
would supervise. The assistants indicated that they would appreciate talking to 
me and that the Senator and I could get together at another time. 

_.Dent showed me two newspaper articles representing releases which 

. .Staler Thurmond had put out over the weekend criticizing Martin.Luther King for 
jinjecting himself into matters of foreign policy at the United Nations. These 
’releases also criticized Ambassador Goldberg for giving King an audience. 

.' . Dent told me that it was a matter of common knowledge, on the Hill 

that King had abnormal sexual habits. He stated it was also widely understood 
\ that King was controlled by communists in this country. Dent,stated-he had been 
] present when one powerful leader of the Senate a.few days ago told a .group of 




newspaper men, off the record, of these facts;; r/J * fVKa 




-4JA. 


r 


r 




(e) g&x ojj'em pr 
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Deyat asked me if there was a concerted effort on. the partTpf/the 

1 FBI to discredituKing. I told Dent that such matters were beyond-qur jurisdiction. 
He then replied that he felt someone, particularly a Senator, should expose King. 

I told him this of course was the prerogative of any of the Senators, however, ~ 
they should do their homework well. Dent mentioned that he felt that King had 
gone too far in attempting to inject himself into matters of foreign policy. He 
stated he felt there would be a wide reaction on the part of the American public. 

C\ - P i 

Dent asked if I could give, him any advice as to what course of action 
• Senator Thurmond should follow in the future regarding statements concerning 
King and civil rights leaders in general. I told him that the Senator, being a 
southerner, would no doubt be considered subject to bias and suspicion in any 
statements he might make, however, this was all the more yeadon why the Senator 
yshpuid be very careful about doing his homework. •</?{•;• " sy 

Of- Mr. Belmont 1 - w*. o— -■---"Cbniinued on next page. 

1-,-Mr. Sullivan ?riation%>M, 
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DeLoach to Mohr Memo, 9/15/65 
Re: Senator Strom Thurmond 


Dent told me Senator Thurmond had widely used the Director’s 
testimony before the Appropriations Subcommittee, particularly concerning the e 
establishment of Soviet Consulates in the United States. At this point, I told 
Dent that while the Director definitely maintained his original position, it should 
be carefully understood that the Director had not injected himself into matters 
of legislation. I told him that the Director’s remarks were made on March 4, 
1965, prior to consideration being given to ratification of the agreement 
concerning Soviet Consulates. 
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Or'iONAL / 0 ?M' NO. JO 


UNITED STATES GOVERN#wT 



ihsr^ 


Mr. Belmont' 


date: 5/22/63 


/FROM 


subject: 


A. Ro^^} | | 

JACK N. ROGERS,- Chairman of Un-American 
Activities Committee of the State of Louisiana 
Request for Security Checks I 


Tolson_ 

Belmont_ 

Mohr- 

Casper_ 

Qallahan_ 

/ Conrad_^ 

DeLoach v 

Evans _ 

Gale _ 

Rosen_^ 

Sullivan K 

if* ter= 

/ w j Tele. Room _ 

* / Holmes_ 

Gandy _ 


__ fit t 


/ rv ^ 


Mr. Jack N. Rogers, Attorney at Law, Batoh Rouge, Louisiana, XV^y-* 


who is also Chairman of the Un-American Activities Committee of the Statef 'ypf / 
of Louisiana, who was introduced to me through Lee Pennington some months/ 
ago, has again come to Washington. ‘ ^ 


HeTias -been in touch-with.Jay-Sourwine, Chief Counsel- of-the 
InternaLSecurity„Subcommittee- Judiciary. 


rijk' 


r'T 


“He~iiiquired Whether the Bureau could assist the Governor of the 
_State and his office in making a check of their offices to determine whether 
they ..are secure insofar as listening devices are concerned.! I advised him 
that in view of our other commitments we, of course, could not make any 
security checks of the Governor’s office or his office] that we frequently get 
such,,requests from various* highly placed individuals -and we have had-to-turm 
- them down because of-the-need to keep our-manpower-on the many other commit— 
-ment-s-v/Meh~are-presently-outstandingr*-‘lt'-was-suggestedp‘however]"that'‘he- 
might_wanh,to-call-uponsome*'local~help-in-theState..of-.Louisiana,—HeJLndicated*^ 
he-had-some-contactsJm.GIC-and-in’the-St-ate'-and other-miIitary-contacts,--and, 
of coubs e r -eould-GaU-upon~them-but'he-felt~the • F-BI is -the-only- organization 
whiGh-eould i 'be - trusted: I v also-suggested > -he'*might-want-to.cheGk»with-the' 

Mosler Research .Pr.ojectSj-Jnc^,--and othermanufaetur-ers-of^equipment-who' 
wouldmrdbablv-have-locakrepresentatives^inXouisiana. ’ -. • 

f j Mr. -Rogers-understands that the Bureau cannot render any assistance 

| jnjhis-matter. - . • • • 

In-addition to the above, it should be noted that he had no basis for 
suspecting that anyone'had any listening device in the'various offices but'Ee 
felt-the y ought to be. checked in-order~t6' assure security. 

• ‘'•' r c ■' 

•4 V 

Mr. Rogers also said, that although he Was "opposed to the policy of 
the present Attorney General,' he was wholeheartedly, in support.of the FBI - * * 

3 and the leadership of the Director. He said he hoped that if in the near future 

| his organization came outwith' any information which would Indicate-that- 




* * * i 

Conradc 'This document is pr.<%mr.ed in r.ei 
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Memo to Mr. Belmont from A. Rosen 


Rev. Martin Luther King was receiving funds from the Soviets that this 
would not be embarrassing to the Bureau. He did not further amplify this 
comment nor was I able to obtain any information concerning what he 
might have in mind. (It is noted that in our coverage we do know that King 
has been in touch with Stanley Levison, reportedly a secret member of the 
Communist Party, USA.) 

ACTION TO BE TAKEN: 
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June 17, 1903 
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Tolson_ 

Belmont_ 

Mohr_ 

Cospcr_ 

Callahan __ 

Conrad_ 

OeLoach _ 

Evans — 

Gale_ 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan_ 

Tavel_ 

Trotter_ 

Tele- Room . 


MR. TOJUSON 
MR. BELMONT 
MR. DE LOACH 
ME. ROSSN 
MR. SULLIVAN 


The Attorney G .neral called and advised he would 
like to have Assistant Attorney General Burke MarshMLfaik V-^. 

Jko Martin Luther'King and tell Ling he has to get rid oi £bevison f o c. 
an ^v’Dell, that he should not nave any contact with then! olrectly 
or inai^ecily. The Attorney General inquired if King could be 
told these persons are communists without exposing the imormant. 

I advised the Attorney General I thought ha could 
make the statement that they are members of the Communist 
.Party without exposing the informant. I pointed out that, if 
King continues this association, he is going to hurt his own . 

cause as there are more and more communists trying to taste j fo § 

advantage of the hate movement and bigots down South who are \y La-*' 
against integration are beginning to charge King is tied in with 
communists. 1 stated I thought Marshall could very definitely 
say this association is rather widely known and, with things 
crystal in ing ior them now, nothing could be worse than lor King 
to be associated with it. /<rz? 

/M> - 6 7# - n r 

Very truly yours, j _ 

ttC-M 

“ • 0^'' i£tt * . 

John Edgar Hoover a ly Aqj 

Director 


a’JUN ly 
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CONSTa '32ITIAL 


Tka Attorney Cabral 


lircctor, 2£2 


** .* y.-r r%\ * ■ " - *7*r r* v 

* »£, SJF -£*■ *v»r.nAX «k «»/)*>* 4> 


?A\iu 




1 - Mr. Belmont 

1 - Mr, Mohr •- ' Au * ~* w * 

1 - Mr. DeLoach ^ 1 - Mr. M.A. Jones 

1 - Mr. Evans 1 ~ Mr. Baumgardner 

1 - Mr. Sullivan1 - Mr. Bland 
,,^ v vf, .",,,, s „„ 1 - Section tickler 

-vj&c***-’** -*w^w<?a? 5 ^ Jvli* CrRiynfir 

l\‘v*v Lr iit4- iLi'V /> 


•sifSSjly' 1.3j 2.So>5 

1 - Mr. M.A. Jones 


1 - Mr. Garner 


Cr^ A% W .X. - X 1 'ui.A X 1.W ibT iiws i?LN 




LnelOoC-d are letters irom -senator Varroa O. Maga&Joa sad CasgTOa&mas 
JAAry Cc&rbsa, vndeh ar-j. 1£-wi-x-laj^uor^. 2 fcay-s &tOK4&& each letter taLs cate 
tisit I ctiii raiWrla^ f$i*» ist&r to you ior your ssa^iu^raiioa la line with Lxparta;oo£ai 

policy. Copie3 0 J u y otters in this regard are also attached. /J? 


hlgiLLixi^r ^ ot\ ■ cnooi ov^r the l£i#o? *,&y weehond is i$Ji a&d r^aofcisa misv/iLil^L 
purdueni to w*<? vadwisy si a« icaiici. • . CD S 

la^p'aCxU oji conccrnins the school ss& tSas&e kWntilled is the leaflet wife? 
Mng-»Ahaer -hvrry, ^.ahrey v>liihwBis, anti Ll'yles Aortoa*>-was larnLsed to you by g 
letter k&iocJaly 1?, 100J, eapitss&d **kiartia Lather Lii^ r oceorlty Liattor-C^ LaoHiX 
Matters. H 3 


MAILED. 2 


I-or your aLeiticmal information, newspaper articles tadieste that the Georgia • 
Commie&ioa on rbue&ilon, v/slcii is the legi^htdve iave^-tigatiag body of tlie wtsi* si 
Georgia, Swat a pkoi0. ; ;r^her narked Ldwin Frk-nd to the Labor lay, ly-LI, v?sk,&ead 
asn inar at id^kuidsr .-oik ,€nool. >Ju repssrtshly took both *tttt ana motion 
piettiros of til.' i&dfti'fi&ilJ ssu activities there on that occasion. The C&as&s&ten later s 
pahiL-htuo th.s-i in % large £oi&.? aunts known tahave eireuiatc-a tiuwji^ 

wit Lt a r r •-..; t.-j i abor Lay mvszt&n?. cfo / * s> ~ /<• L 4 '/ 41 — / S /\ / * 

MA1LED2 

JUL 18 1§63-r ^-sry> in a coiama in the Ccptot^r 4 % of the 'T-aily ' 

v orkur.na - .;t t conat coicrsmniet aew^^r,statod that he Han amended the wc-.k«nct 
- L. r.irar Tt^rrr ri....-iiaiiii.eg -Oi^. w^uool over tso a.Oi^r worry 

stated that r./iirtin Lnthor Idsg and Asbroy vbIMiashEalfiO attended IMa seieinar. 

^i3’f , • ' com r mzwm.i> ' ' > ..\, .7-* > 

Casper_Zl_ i/ ' \ IflT 18 I ^ ‘ ^7/^ ^ 

cauaha n _x!L . (15) NOTE: See m.emo; Smith to'Sullivan, 7/18/63 re:^EQUESTS FROM 

DeLoach .. - SENATOR WARREN G. MAGNUSON & CONGRESSMAN 

I : •-, . V ’’JEFFERY COHELAN CONCERNING CURRENT RACL4L 

Sullivan - -r • _ ^ ER ox . AGITATION. RSG/aab 

Tavei ~\~J -5™*? comment is prepared m:response to your request ,a TWO RE 

Trotter-3c— j. .wa^o ^your Qot,m&hittee . Its use is limited £6 ofn^^ vmpeeMngsi:by' ■ f , 

Teie. Room — j yW^Qm^W'tee and\i%&'content may not be disclosed, to - - 
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A V^tMagism Capital H^wa ^.wics c&»£3tsk ior d«iiy 13* 1051, <$H)£s<t 
arOa li&suf *.4;v^ *&s ^SaUaj; id* srdy \t .is t© pi* *©4ls &.e&ooi *as 

isj'i* VX *■"}-* XV--- t-^'w'^i i^.’^-v.^'™ it*V ( vi.'>il - ‘ *«dX( <viT<* 4 A^^ W** Ji^'CSS itl .'■ --'» 

asd&a tiui tfca 2 »k&i£a ©i 14a* at lav 1 „sa-joi valdi nail fc-sj* giSjdaytfd ^avutto? Jkoss 
i^siraeit* si to f&e ^ssaals ^©vE&dtfcgfc ®& ^©aimes^* «hi «aiy 1&» 1065* 

appasronUy «a» feiiies timrki^ miss vitM, 


Ansaossa^s v 


1 • Ta.s -^Harasy ^ae-ral»kaeiasasm* ($) 


1 - Ai\ &art&aU • Aiisio^urs* (C- 

.\-~LJL*i£ -AtS-Ai&sy o^-iwrsl 


NOTE: This letter is classified Confidential since it contains information 

furnished from confidential informants whose revelation could 
cause harm to the national defense. 
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«? J|^S\ CtN. Rtc. NO. 27 Js'J** 

jf|Ur^TED STATES C^J'ERNMENT 

'Memorandum 


» FROM 


MR. TOLSO: 


C. D. DejSoach 


s object : MARTIN LUTHER KING 

Appointment with \Jz) 

Senator Robert C. Byrd (D.-W.Va.) 
1/19/68 


DATE: 1/19/68 / 

i i 

cc Mr. DdLoach 
Mr. Sullivan 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Bishop 
Mr. Bowers 


lM<L. 

jf CeLoach- 

jr Cdfer- 

CaHchcn - 

Ar —~ 


^,/iV 
, Wa Tc 


1 Pie. r.con; 

Heines- 

Gindy- 


m m 





At his request I met with Senator Byrd in his office at ^ 
11 a.m. today. Also present was Mr. Barksdale, Senator Byrd’s staff 
member on research and speech writing. 

Senator Byrd outlined to me his responsibilities in the 
supervision of the District of Columbia Government. He told me he was 
^..tj.emely concerned over the pronouncements made recently by Martin 
iiUt'ner King chaL massive civil .disobedience - would be staged an the 
nation’s capital this summer. The Senator indicated it was time that 
King "met his Waterloo" and that he felt this summer would do the 
trick. He stated this, of course, depended upon whether or not the j 
President would allow sufficient force to "knock King down." — 

Senator Byrd asked me if the FBI could prepare a speech 
for him on the subject of King which he could give on the Senate 
floor next week. He stated thereafter he would like to be kept up 
to date on the activities of King so that further speeches could be 
made.* He reminded me that he was a great supporter of Mr. Hoover and 
the FBI. He reiterated his responsibilities in connection with the 
D.C. Government and told me that, while other senators and congressmen N, 
were aiding and abetting the alleged civil rights cause, he had con¬ 
stantly sounded forth a warning as to the attachments to subversive 
causes which many so-called civil rights leaders had..,; ^ 3^2> F 

REG- 74 (2 > • 

I told Senator Byrd and ir. Barksdale that, while we appre- - v 

dated his gx*eat interest, the pressure of work woulvd jgr^g^nt us from 
being of assistance and we, therefore, could noxprepare the speech 
he had in mind. I stated if any items of a pub lic s ource.nature came 
to our attention which we felt would be of interest to the Senator, we 
could, of course, refer him to the appropriate source which contained 
these items. . \ 
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Using— generai-i-ties-,—I—'brief ed-the-Senator. and,Mr,.,,Barksdale, - 
in a_KS.ry—few—moments~—about~~fhe‘“ swing to the left of various alleged 
civil rights organizations such as SNCC, CORE, and the* Southern~0hriStian 

Leaders hip Conferenc e,._I jtold .them--tha-t-the—Direetor had pointed this 

out on many occasions and that the Director clearly felt that the more 
these, groups neededjnoney—and^uLXicit y.,—the- further left they would 
Swing in order to gain such objectives. 


~I-^told“ the'“Senator“' and“MrT~Bdrksdale““1rhey“shoul-d“f eel * free- 
|to call us at any time; however, we of course were restricted in what 
We—oou-l-d—fuTnirs'h'~t-h:em“—The—Sena-tor^expressed-appreclation^and-asked- 
i that his best reg ards^be -extended—to—'the—Director*. 

IvlrT _ ^aTksd , al"e^irs*'’a^Yorme‘r'**'edl'‘tcrr'‘*of'''a*~newspaper-in'-Wes-t 
.Virginia* ~He"deplored the attacks upon the T)ireCtor”*ahd^-he~<EBI-»by'' 
tlie~Oharies‘ton 7 ^est~V*i*rg inia-Gazet t e-,-an d- st at e d—th i-s pape remakes, 
little -impress ion-^upon - the people. of. West—Virginia. 
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SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF WIRE TAPS AND MICROPHONES , ! 

BY ROBERT F. KENNEDY --- I k 

Specific approval of wire tap on Martin Luther King 

^ Article by Drew Pearson and Jack Anderson, 

Friday, 5/24/6$ 

I w f Jackinderson called and stated he wanted to speak \. 

J.|| in confidence. I told him if it concerned an official 

’?'§■§ matter I could not agree with this stipulation. He stated 

<|-1 he merely wanted to tip me off that Drew.Pearson will have 
§ I an article on Friday, 5/24/68, alleging that former AG Bobby 

| Kennedy ordered the FBI to place a wire tap on Martin Luther 
if § I King. He stated the article would probably hurt Kennedy a 
1^; j great deal. . / 

^ * h 

I told Anderson we would have no comment concerning sr f 
§\|>§ ’such an article; however, that I felt he was doing us a 
* great disservice inasmuch as the article would certainly 

dry up Negro sources of information who have been friendly! h? 

; to. the FBI. . $A£ 

-III ' / l ; 

Anderson stated he and Pearson were well aware of °! 
5 s * | ® this fact; however, they felt that Kennedy should receive a Q; 
t> death blow prior to the Oregon primary. I told him that, as 

gljg he had been advised once before, the FBI would not become jp] 
11; involved in bitter political struggles and that the record Mi 
j should be quite clear concerning this fact. Anderson said pi 
| he well understood our position, and that he hoped Pearson's 

c i .1 a column would not affect the FBI too much. I told him that 

it “! 1 reraained to be seen ;. a-HQ 6 / , _./ / 

■s t£S //<i " l 

Anderson asked me if the FBI had disseminated a report 
§•§§§ I concerning King's communist affiliations and sex life as of 

February or March 28, 1968. I told him I would make no comment 
g § ^ § He stated he knew such a report v/as in existence and as a 

j matter of fact he had read such a report. I asked for the 

Si ] •? rlc>n"hi +.v r>-f his Rnnrpp . <= "h a + o rl Vio mnct •t'ofucso +n> to! 1 mo 


Anderson stated he and Pearson were well aware of 
this fact; however, they felt that Kennedy should receive a 
death blow prior to the Oregon primary. I told him that, as 
he had been advised once before, the FBI would not become 
- involved in bitter political struggles and that the record 
j should be quite clear concerning this fact. Anderson said 
he well understood our position, and that he hoped Pearson's 
column would not affect the FBI too much. I told him that 
remained to be seen. „ * n n ftpr* ^ .. / 


am ^ c 6&/ ,^ A _ 

:he FBI had disseminated a renort / 


Anderson asked me if the FBI had disseminated a report 
concerning King's communist affiliations and sex life as of 
February or March 28, 1968. I told him I would make no comment. 
He stated he knew such a report v/as in existence and as a 
matter of fact he had read such a report. I asked for the 
identity of his source. He stated he must refuse to tell me.. 

I told him we well knew that Ed Weisl, Jr. had advised him 
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f concerning specific information involving an old wire tap 
on King. I asked him point-blank if Weisl had allowed him 
to read an FBI report. He stated he had already admitted to 
me on one occasion that Weisl was his source,in the Depart¬ 
ment, but that he must refuse to reveal the identity of the 
source who had allowed him to read an FBI report. The con- 
| versation ended with this statement. 

We did disseminate an FBI report on King dated 3/12/68, 
It may be that Anderson is bluffing or it may be that he is 
talking about this specific report. It would be my thought 
that he possibly knows the date of the report, but has not 

I {been given a chance to'read it. We nevertheless should 
jmaintain a strict "no comment" in the event Pearson’s article 
,‘appears on Friday. 5/24/68. 


ACTION - 


For record purposes. 
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February. 18, 196 
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V MR. HOOVER: 


Axi\ BeifaontU r^l , 

fo&sQir •._ 

.Mr. Casper_ 

Mr,, Callahan _ 

Mr: Conrad _ 

j %hii DeLoach 
j |4r- Evans Y 
(S W. Gale ^ 
Vwr, 1 Rosen f _ 
v'Mr. Sullivank^_ 


Walter Jenkins called me from the White House at f- Mr ; Tavel _ 

7 p. m., Monday night, 2-17-64. He asked if I would come right over. Mr. Trotter_ 

Upon seeing Jenkins, he was joined by Billy Moyers, ’ Miss Holmes- 

another close aide to the President. Jenkins and Moyers told'me ' .• Miss Gand y- 

that Assistant Attorney General Burke Marshall had called Moyers at --- 7 

approximately 6:15 p. m. that evening and indicated that the Attorney 
General had thought it highly advisable for the President to see the Department if) 
of Justice file on Martin Luther King. Marshall stated he wanted to send it right over 
by special messenger. Moyers asked Marshall what the hurry was. Marshall replied 
I that he and the Attorney General wanted to make certain that the President knew all 
| about King. fj ,;// „ / > 

^-^ VS&S 

Y Fifteen minutes after Marshall's call, he called Moyers again. At this 

/time, he told Moyers that he wanted Jo thp White House a little warning. He stated 
I that he personally knew t hat the FBI had leaked information concerning Martin Luther. 

| King to a newspaper_reporte^. Marshall told Moyers that he thought the White House 
5 shouldloiow this inasmuch as information concerning King would undoubtedly be coming 
jout before the public in the near future. At that time the messenger walked in Moyers’ 
joffice with the Department of Justice file, which proved to be quite bulky. 


A 

I CJLJLAAOj 


I, . A When I talked to Jenkins and Moyers, they showed me the Department 

1 3 file on King. It was completely stripped of all administrative memoranda with the 

J \ exceptions of one receipt from Marshall which indicated he had given Senator Mike 
5 Monroney (D-Okla.) a report on Martin Luther King. The file contained only FBI 
|(reports which we had previously forwarded to the Department of Justice. There were 
s f no inter-office memoranda in the file. These obviously had been very carefully -* 
premoved. - 

. Jenkins stated that obviously there was a ’’gimmick” in this matter. 

{ He strongly believed that Marshall would not have sent the file over on such an ■ 

| expedite basis, neither would this matter have come up so suddenly unless the Attorney 
General and Marshall had some specific ax to grind. Jenkins personally believed that 
I the Attorney General had suddenly conceived the idea that he had to be on record with 
( the President concerning King's communistic background. Jenkins, of course, is well 
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aware of the fact that the Attorney General has shielded King for a long time and that 
the Attorney General was particularly vulnerable because of defenses he had made before 
a committee of the Senate in behalf of King. Jenkins believes that the Attorney General, 
.who desperately wants to become Vice President, is now going on record with the 
[President with the fact that although he has, for political purposes, defended King, he 
|wants the President to realize .that he, the Attorney General, as well aware of King's 
Jcommunistic background. 


\. Moyers stated that he*thought Jenkins' opinion was good; however, he 

believed that the Attorney General plans to leak the story to Charles Bartlett, a local. . 
columnist and friend of the Kennedy's, that the President has been alerted to King's 
[background yet still insists on playing "footsie” with King. 


1 1 Both Jenkins and Moyers felt that it was highly advisable for the 

j President to send the file back early this morning, 2-18-64, with a noncommittal note. 

! Jenkins stated he did not even plan to show the file to the President 

inasmuch as the President and his closest aides are well aware of King's background 
.from reviewing memoranda we have sent over. 

• i 

| ' Although there is no action for us to take in this matter, I thought you 

jl should have all the facts concerning this further attempt of the Department to place 
blame upon the FBI. We, of course, have not leaked any information concerning King; 
j ^however, it seemsjjuite apparent that Guthman, Marshall and the Attorney General, 
f jhave been, talking to the "Saturday .Evening Post" in an effort to "whitewash" King._^ 
i s Jenkins is well aware of this fact also. There is attached for your information a copy 
1 1 of the cover memorandum from Burke Marshall to Billy Moyers transmitting the 
| Departmental file on King. Although this memorandum is dated 2-13-64, the fila.was^ 
I i not .delivered until’after 6 p. m, on 2-17-64 after Marshall obviously was goaded into. 

| j doing this by the^ Attorney General or someone else._ . • 


RESPECTFULLY, 
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SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING * 

information concerning 

Chairman Ed Willis (D-La.) of the House Co mmittee on Un-American 
Activities (HCUA) called me on 3-12-64. He stated that former Governor Tuck of 
Virginia and Judge Howard)(Smith, Chairman xifJheJRules-CQmmitt.ee of .the House, 
had been to see him to inquire into the possibilities of the Director being subpoenaed 
before the HCUA to testify regarding the captioned individual. Chairman Willis told 
me that Judge Smith had apparently received information indicating that the Director 
had discussed the captioned individual on an off-the-record basis with the Rooney / 
Subcommittee. Willis continued that he knew it would be improper to subpoena the-/ ^ 
Director; however, he would like to talk to me about the matter. C 


I told Chairman Willis in complete confidence that the Director had J 
made a number of off-the-record remarks in answer to questions posed by the Rooney 
Subcommittee; however, this, of Course, was privileged information and we are not 
'at liberty to discuss the matter. I told him that he had in his own files considerable 
information concerning Hunter Pitts O'Dell and his relationship with Martin Luther Kingx 
and he might desire to do a little research in this regard. He stated he would do this; 
however, he wondered about the remarks concerning King's being a ^-< 

I I told him that King was certainly no lily of the valley; however, I feRThat we'coul^/’ 
make no pomment at this particular time. 

Chairman Willis asked me about'the timing of exposing King. He stated 
that it would undoubtedly hurt the Democratic Party to do so before the political 
conventions this summer. I told him he was in a far better position to judge this 
matter than I was. He then ventured the opinion that it would be better to wait until 
after the Presidential campaign before doing anything on King. 

Chairman Willis called me back twice between 7 and 8:30 p.m. on the 
night of 3-12-64. I was out at the time but returned his call at 9 p. m. He was not 
home. He called me at 8:40 $. m. the next morning, 3-13-64. At that time, he asked 
if I would see Judge Smith at either 11 a, m. or 3 p. m., 3-13-64. I told him I would 
Jbe glad to; however, there was little that could be said. Chairman Willis reminded me 
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that Judge Smith was one of the most powerful men on the Hill and added that it would 
do him (Willis) a great deal of good if I could just see Judge Smith for a few moments 
and discuss the King matter. I told him I would be glad to: do this. 

3 

Calvin Haley, Judge Smith’s Administrative Assistant, called at 10:30 
a. m., 3-13-64 and asked me to see Judge Smith at 3:15 p.m. that afternoon. 

Upon seeing Judge Smith, he told me that he was seriously disturbed 
j | about the fact that there appeared to be considerable derogatory information about King 
! rand apparently no one in the Congress was taking steps to advise the general public 

I | of this matter. He stated he thought this should be done. He added that he was not 
l. trying to grind an ax in behalf of a move to stop civil rights legislation but to the 

I! contrary felt that it was morally wrong for this alleged spiritual leader of 10,000 

II Negroes to be a follower of the communists and a .S£-vl yet hold considerable 

/ I influence over the Negroes in America. 'f \j I 

I* • QC> l J&T 1 ' ' 

I X Judge Smith toldhneTthat he had heard of the Director’s remarks before 

I the Rooney ..Subcommittee, and that as we well knew, remarks made off the record are 
I not very well held on Capitol Hill. I told Judge Smith that the remarks made by the 
Director had been privileged and that we, of course, were not at liberty to dicusss 
them with anyone else. I told him of the documented information concerning King in 
House Committee files and that I had suggested to Chairman Willis that he might like 
to dig this information up. I told Judge Smith also that despite our desire to see this 
scoundrel exposed, it would be out of the question for us to furnish him information and 
then his expecting us to back it up later on. I told Judge Smith that this would disrupt 
certain operations which appeared to be more important than an exposure of King 
from a communistic standpoint. 

Judge Smith asked if he could receive information concerning King’s 
being a sexual degenerate. I told him that the time might come in the near future when 
the Director would want me to furnish him certain information on a strictly confidential 
basis; however, at this time, I felt sure he could understand that substantial evidence 
was needed before anyone spoke out in this regard. Judge Smith stated that he would 
be glad to make a speech on the Floor of the House at any time concerning King’s 
* imraor " 1 background. He pointed out that this would offer immunity to him and to 
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newspapers who might desire to quote his remarks. I mentioned to Judge Smith that 
obviously King needed to be exposed, however, reiterated that we were not at liberty 
to furnish him any information at this/time. 


41 ^Judge S mith is anjiipnorable- reputable Congressman.-' His word carries 
-g-r-eat-weight-'on-the-'Hill. ' It may be that after a period of time the Director might 
desire, to h<?v e me furnish Judge Smith with information concerning King' s immoral 
background so that he can make a speech on the Floor of the House regarding this / 
matter. Undoubtedly newspapers all over the Nation would pick this story up. J, 

ACTION: 


t Judge-Smitlf^i^t^^|.i^fiJ^b^’^^li^^iour^cohHdeh'ce^in'4his matter. 
e^asked conce iming^the-Dir ector" and requested that "his best regards be extended*-~ 

f) I 

Smith is anjaonorable- reputable Co 
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This morning Mr. Ralph McGill, publisher of the "Atlanta 
Constitution," Atlanta, Georgia, and a long-time admirer of the Director, 
dropped by the office to discuss with me Martin Luther King, Jr* With 
Bureau approval, I had previously given McGill some of the basic facts 
concerning King's connections with communism and his i mmoral Jjeha^ qy. 

McGill told me that on being advised of the facts concern^g King, 
he has remained completely silent* As a result, he is being questioned 
by associates in Atlanta, Georgia, as to why he-is not speaking out in 
favor of King and why he is not taking an active part in the banquet 
to be given King next Wednesday night* McGill^said that he would never 
disclose a confidence and. therefore, his only reply is that he no 
longer is an admirer of Martin Luther King, Further, he has talked 
with some other men who have told him of their knowledge of King's 
immorality and their concern about it* In view of this, he is free 
to speak a little bit more in detail and says he has done so for it 
can be attributed to the men with whom he has spoken. > y ^ 

j, y /*#-- 

I fitP' said that these men are Adlai^MStevenson, Ralph*Bunche, 

I ana HarryVAshmore of the "Ark ansas Gazette." He told me that Adlai 1/ y 
^Stevenson' advised him without being questioned about King that he 
aware of King's immoral activities. Stevenson told McGill that he 
considers King to be a "very dangerous man" to the civil rights movement 
and that something should be done about it* Ralph Bunche told McGill 
that he has never been an admirer of King's although he. thinks King 
has done some good things; that a few months ago he began hearing very 
disturbing stories about King's immoral behavior. Bunche believes that 
King should be maneuvered out of the civil rights field or else he 
will do it serious damage. Mr. Ashmore, likewise, informed McGill that 
he had heard some time ago about King's incredibly immoral activities. 
Ashmore is very disturbed over it and wishes something could be done 
Ifbut he has no specific course to recommend. 

Mr. McGill told me that following my first discussion with him 
a few weeks ago he contacted a banker friend in Atlanta who was helping 
to finance the banquet to be given King next Wednesday night. The 
banker was disturbed and said he would contact some other bankers also 
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I involved and see if support could be quietly withdrawn, McGill’s 
j friend and some of the bankers did take steps to withdraw but this was 
very quickly relayed to bankers in Haiti who were on the threshold 
of an important financial deal with the Atlanta, Georgia, bankers. 

They took the position that if the Atlanta bankers did not support the 
Martin Luther King party, their financial deal with these Georgia 
bankers was off. As McGill said to me, the almighty dollar is still 
extremely important and especially so with bankers, and as a result they 
! got cold feet and decided to go ahead with financing King’s party. 

McGill told me that Archbishop \Hallinan, Catholic leader in 
V Georgia, an Episcopal clergyman and a v Jewish rabbi are also quite active 
] in support of this party for King. He said that he is certain that not 
i one of these three is aware of King's immoral behavior, I told him 
} that in view of what Stevenson, Bunche, and Ashmore had told him, he 
{ might want to explore very confidentially and discreetly the subject 
| matter with these three men. He said he would do this. 


McGill xola me that he Ihinks it is 


“I <r% 


v/nw *i fs 1 *1 rr *5 v\ 
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view of the financial interest of the Georgia bankers in the Haiti deal, 
to prevent the banquet from taking place. However, McGill said he 
would do what he could to encourage key people to limit their praise 
and support of King as much as possible. 


McGill also told me that he is taking steps through RalphBunche 
to get key Negro leaders to unite in opposition to King and to gradually 
force him out of the civil rights movement if at all possible. 

ilr, McGill said that he would like to have President Johnson know 
three things— (1) that from diverse sources he has learned of the 
incredibly immoral behavior of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr«, and his 
deceiving of sincere, good people in this Nation who have been supporting 
King;@)that he regrets greatly that the banquet is being given in King's 
honor next week in Atlanta but that it has gone so far that it is 
probably not possible to head it off; and (3) that he believes that the 
very best thing that could happen would be to have King step completely 
out of the civil rights movement and public life for he feels that if 
this is not done, sooner or later King will be publicly exposed and this 
will do irreparable harm to the civil rights movement in which he, 

McGill and others are so interested and have worked so hard for, and 
likewise, it will do injury to different citizens of the country who 
have been supporting King not knowing that he is of such low moral 
character. 
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Mr. McGill said that if he had had time to| see President 
Johnson before leaving Washington, he would have told him these 
three things, but that he v/anted the Director to know that he is 
free to quote him on these three points to the President and free 
to put all three things in any communication that goes to the 
,White House from the Bureau. ! 


It is very refreshing to meet a man of McGill’s stature in 
the field of journalism who is so sincere and honest and desirous 
of doing the right thing. He is a very admirable man. Repeatedly, 
Mr. McGill told me that he will continue to stay wi'th this problem 
and to think about it, hoping that he will devise some plan or 
course of action that will help to take King out of public life. 
McGill told me in a visibly disturbed manner that this problem 
centering around King has caused him to wake up at night from time 
to time and he is very upset over it. McGill explained that while 
he has never been close to King or an active supporter.thereof, he 
has been completely identified and very active in furthering crvil 
rights and better conditions for the Negroes. He thinks that King’s 
[behavior now known to him when publicly exposed will do irreparable 
damage to such social causes that he and others have beeh sponsoring 
[throughout a lifetime. 


RECOMMENDATION: 

Enclosed will be foxind a letter to the White House setting 
forth McGill’s discussion for approval and forwarding. Inasmuch as 
•McGill mentioned only the President’s getting this information, we 
do not contemplate any further dissemination. 
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Mr. DeLoad 


T. E. Bishop^/^ 


DATE: 6/23/69 


1 Tolson — 
DeLoach . 

Mohr- 

Bishop — 
Casper — 
Callahan . 
Conrad . 
Felt. 



SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

, SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


In memorandum from G. C. Moore to Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
dated 6/21/69, it was recommended and approved by the Director 
that Bishop personally contact Congressman H. R. Gross (R. - Iowa), 
with whom we have had cordial relations, with reference to his 
letter of June 19, 1969, and advise him that due to various ramifications 
involved in the King telephone surveillance, it is not possible to 
furnish him any additional data. ^ ■ ,,, 

CsW$ 

With the Director’s approval, Bishop contacted ^ / 

Congressman Gross on the afternoon of 6/23/69. Congressman Gross 
was very cordial and, when Bishop advised him that it would not be 
possible to furnish him any additional data concerning the wiretap 
on Dr. Martin Luther King other than what has appeared in the press, 
he stated that he completely understood. Congressman Gross stated 
that his letter to the Director of June 19, 1969, was motivated solely 
by the desire to furnish the Director a Congressional forum if the 
Director wished to utilize the services of Congressman Gross in 
making public additional facts concerning the approval of the wiretap 
on Dr. Martin Luther King and 4gr facts concerning the communist 
associations and influence over Dr. King. 


Congressman Gross requested that Mr. Hoover send him 
a brief acknowledgment of his letter of June 19, 1969, advising that 
it is not possible to furnish him any additional data, so that Congressman 
Gross may retain it in-his files for record purposes in the event any 
inquiries should be made of him on this matter. 

RECOMMENDATION: 



Enclosure.^ 


That the attached letter be sent to Congressman Gross. 

(7> - / 


jul r ’ 


1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enclosure 
V- Mr. Sullivan - Enclosure 
t'^'Mr;* Gale"- EnCxOsure' - * • 
- Mr. M. A. Jones - Enclosure 
EB:jo 
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Honorable H. R<, Gross 
Hence o£ Representatives 
Washington, D* Co 20515 

My clear Congressmans 


Your letter of June 19, 1969, has 


been received* 


While 1 certainly appreciate your 
interest in this matter, other than the enclosed copies 
of nows articles, it is not possible for me to furnish 
you any data concerning the matter about which you wrote* 
2 am cure that you will understand the reasons which 
preclude my being of assistance to you in this instance. ■ 


.MAILED 10 


Sincerely yours,' 


j J UN 2 41959 T „ • . -i 

f J. Edgar Hoover • ; 

1—..- CQ MM-F8i This document is prepared in response to _your request and is not for d/issemi- 

t ration outside your Committee. Its use fe limited to official proceedings by 
/9\ your'Committee and the content may not be disclosed to unauthorized person- 
i..iv-o u uto V s / nel without the express approval of the FBI . 

"FBI Claims Kennedy OKd Tapping of Dr* King* s PhoneT(Evening Star, 

6/18/69) 

' ’’King Wiretap Called RFK’s Idea” (Evening Star, 6/19/69) 


1 ~<Mr« DeLoach (sent with cover memo) . '■*? 

' 1 - Mr. Sullivan (sent with cover memo) * \f ' 

—- 1 - Mr* Gale (sent with cover memo) 

YfY 1 A Mr* M* A* Jones (sent with cover memo) 

1ZH NOTE: See T 0 E 0 Bishop to Mr. DeLoach memo dated '6/23/69 re 
p^^^Martin Luther King, Jr», Security Matter-Communist ? .”Hn U ,. ; ^ 
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* R.G^OSS 
3d friST,, lo^'A 


Homc Address: 
WATERLOO, IOWA 


HOUSE OFFICE BUILDING 

COMMITTEES: 

Foreign Affairs 
Post Officc and Civil Service 


Congress of tlje ®m'feb M&itti 

%}q uste of 3&epre£entsttfceS 

Q%u$fttj0on,&£. 20515 


, COUNTIES: 

OLACK HAWK HAMILTON 
DRCMCR HANCOCK 

DUTLCR HARDIN 

CCRRO GORDO HOV/ARD 
CHICKASA V/ MITCHELL 
FLOYD WINNEIIAGO J 

FRANKLIN W ORTH / 

H- ? p | Mr. Tolson^tfl 
iWy^.f Mr. DoLoach—-^ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

’.Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 


June 19, 196<J^$£fs: 

y’i Mi{T6asy>ar—| 
\f '} Mr. CalLhan.iX. j 
1 Mr. Conuad- 
i Mr. Pelt£-V/^L£ l 

ff LS:4s£x 

\, j.Mrv'Tavel- \ 

. <r\ Mr. Trotter_JT | 

\ l Tele. Room_iJlSj 

\ § Miss -Holmes— 1 
Sj Miss Gandy_otT? 


m 

cpr 

/&■ 

J o,CD-; 

0A£ri 

k / eii2l-~ir 


I have become increasingly concerned in the past few days, - as Mr~am-' 

certain you have, over certain attacks on both yourself and the 
Federal Bureau of Investigation over-the matter of the wiretap' sur- 
veillance involving the late Dr, Martin Luther King, Jr„ flit 5 -I ■ 

‘few 

X As you know, it is now a matter of public record that summaries of f-Xl.^p 
^ certain conversations .between this individual and one of the most i i m 

r _^V influential members of the Communist Party, U.S.A., were provided 
P by you some time ago to members of a House Appropriations Subcom- jf| /lq 
n rnittee. . / DtiS-i 

'O;, Further, it has been reported in the press that this communist part^ 

"Y member was one of Dr. King's speech writers and chief advisors. ■ 

, . >, ) 

' * ■ \ 

In addition, it is now known that the late Attorney General Robert ' • 

F. Kennedy personally authorized this wiretap surveillance and that- f 

„ his successor, former Attorney General Nicholas deB. Katzerib^ch has yVC i 
. also stated that he officially knew of the surveillance. 

:<I am, therefore, convinced beyond any doubt t ha : fc"^^^ ^T5 informa- 
tion is now in the public domain, that since-me^Americ^n people 
have apparently been given a distorted picture^or nrT King's true • , 

purposes and activities, and that since the attacks upon the good . , 

. name of the FBI are based in' large part on thaF'pdcture, a more com~^/j' • i< 
plete accounting of this man's activities is due the citizens of /i^/| . 

this nation and would most definitely be in the national interest: Ia -\f.A 

, 

. Accordingly, I would appreciate it if you would confirm, in as much I \ 

|[detail as possible, that the wiretap surveillance of Dr. King was '[ 

„ occasioned by his association with.one or more members of the com- ?'/If 1 ' 

| munis t party. This document -is /prepared in response is not for disseirtfa^'f. r 

J , , ,\ fhfUon outside your Committee. Its us^fmnited to otficM^roceedvhkPpV - •' *■ 

1 t ^f&y\\^yourrCm)imittee and the t^^Bduthorized p.ers(m~— 

mt 55245 p§arJ^-32SrftSi^^||f^fe 0i/ l4iA 6 ex vress approval of the FBfZ .—.. °(7tf •. 
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FORM 


HOUSTUDY/oENJTlJDY "JUNE" ENCLOSURE PERMANENT CHARGE OUT 



RE - HOUSTUDY 62-116464- _ 

OR 

SENSTUDY? 62-116595- %3~? ■- 

• i 

NOTE: THIS IS A PERMANENT CHARGE OUT FOR A XEROX COPY/COPIES OF 

11 JUNE" MAIL THAT WAS INCLUDED IN COPIES OF FBI DOCUMENTS 
- * ‘ FURNISHED TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL BY MEMO/LETTER 

DATED ^f-c^c^-T^ IN RESPONSE TO REQUEST(S) MADE BY EITHER 
THE U. S. SENATE OR HOUSE-SELECT COMMITTEES ON INTELLIGENCE. 

I 

THE COPY/COPIES OF THE "JUNE" MAIL DATED AS INDICATED BELOW 
HAS/HAVE BEEN REMOVED FROM THIS ENCLOSURE MATERIAL TO BE 

FILED IN THE APPROPRIATE HOUSTUDY OR SENSTUDY "JUNE" FILE 

... c 


INDICATED ABOVE, LOCATED IN THE SPECIAL FILE ROOM OF THE 

RECORDS SECTION. • 

. * 

DATE{S ) OF MAIL: jL ~ <5 / ~"7 C 
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Reference is made to Mr. DeLoach’s memorandum of 2-5-64 
in which he reported a conversation he had had with Sd Guthman ox 
the Department concerning letters to members of Congress dealing 
v/ith Martin Luther King. In this connection the Director has 
inquired as to my activities with regard to clearance of such 
communications. * 

The only letter which I had anything to do with clear¬ 
ing was one from the Attorney General to Senator Richard B. 

Bussell dated 11-1-63. The circumstances surrounding this are 
as follows: Shortly after noon on 11-1-63 Assistant Attorney 
General (AAG) Marshall furnished to me the Department’s file of 
correspondence with Senator Russell qoncerning the association 
of King with Hunter Pitts O'Dell. A proposed letter to Senator 
Russell for the Attorney General’s (AG) signature dated 11-1-63 
was attached. Marshall said he and the AG had discussed the 
proposed letter with the President. Marshall asked us to con- 
jsider the language in the proposed letter to Senator Russell to 
I determine if it would jeopardize our informant or otherwise 
| interfere with our investigation of communist matters. 

Since time was of the essence I took the proposed letter 
to Mr. Belmont’s office and discussed it with him. We concluded 
that there were definite objections to the letter as it was written 
as it specifically referred to sensitive sources available to the 
FBI. A memorandum was prepared recommending changes in the letter. 
(This memorandum is attached.) ' / 


Vv. \ After the Director’s approval had been secured, Marshall 
wasXrecqntacted and the undesirable language discussed with hiii. 

He Sh^rdjhe could see our point but since the letter had been,this- 
cussed-^ith the President he thought we should-go up together-'to 

- ii < £ -a? 3 $ 7 / 4 




Mr. Mohr 
Mr. DeLoach 
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1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING., JR. 


see the AG about it. We did this. After - 'the AG read the letter 
as changed he said he was not certain it would accomplish its 
purpose. He called the President and told him what had happened. 
Marshall and the AG tried to redraft a letter which would be in 
line with our observations. Each draft after written was dis¬ 
cussed with the President telephonically by the AG and none of 
the drafts were satisfactory to the President. He thereafter 
decided that an innocuous letter saying nothing of substance 
should be sent to Senator Russell which letter should be delivered 
by AAG Marshall and me. At the time the letter was delivered 
the Senator was to be furnished orally by Marshall with detailed 
information as to Martin Luther King’s activities.’ I was merely 
to assure the Senator as to the sensitive position of our informant 
and the fact that information from this informant of a continuing 
nature was vital to the country’s welfare. After the AG had left 
the city Deputy AG Katzenbach was substituted for Burke Marshall 
as Katzenbach knew the Senator. An appointment to see the 
Senator was made for 5:00 p.m«, 11-1-63. At this meeting Katzenbach 
furnished the Senator with information concerning King and his 
communist connections. It was unnecessary for me to say anything 
at this conference other than to confirm Katzenbach‘s statement 
about the sensitiveness of our source. The Senator indicated 
satisfaction with the explanation given to him by Katzenbach and 
said that he did not intend to make any speech on the floor of the 
; Senate about this. 

o On my return to the Bureau that afternoon I prepared a 

memorandum on this contact which is attached. 
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MR. MOHR: 


February 5, 1964 


RE: DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 


!vlr. Tols'on __ 
1Mf^Bs Imont *— 
tpUi. Mohr —ltd 

^UMiL^asper- 

Mr. Callahan _ 
Mr. CoRr^j-^ 
Mr. DeLqdc^ 

’* Kilr Puffrc; 


. Evc^is 
. Gale 


’(^Mr. Ros5 
MfcsSuIk' 


U: 


fi • JUNJbURMATiUiN UUJNUi^KJNJLiNU ' nitl_ 

h* , - J M??wavel _ 

The Atlanta Division has received information indicating Mr. Trotter- 

that a reporter by the name of Cleghorn, who writes for the Atlanta Tele. Room- 

Journal and also is a free-lancer for the Saturday Evening Post, Miss Holmes - 

is doing an article for the Saturday Evening Post on Dr. Martin Mlss Gandy - 

Luther King. A memorandum, from Mr. Sullivan to Mr. Belmont ,y / ' ~7_ s 

dated February 4, 1964, reflected this fact inasmuch as the Atlanta- & f r :i 
• OiviMo i had written in to tip off the Bureau that Cleghorn might be in contact with 
’ FBI Headquarters. Cleghorn apparently-has information concerning King’s _ ^ 

? issccliition not only with Hunter Pitts,{O’Dell but additionally with^Stanley^Levin^qA. 

Guthman came over to see me February 4, 1964, at 4 PM. < He stated 
'that ! o had been tipped off by Schanke (phonetic) of the Saturday Evening Post 
thar '.leghorn was preparing an article on Dr. Martin Luther King and that the article 
t - OM!** ju'.pcsc conns ctions ivith. tlio Coim^nunist P?_rty. ho 

! ' quite >> meerned inasmuch as it appeared there had been a leak from the FBI in 
’ ; connection with this matter. He told me that the Attorney General had been most 
* {honcuul that there would be no ’’leaks” concerning King. Guthman quickly added that he - 
;; cr.C i-iL Attorney General, of course, - knew that King was no good and that King 
4 ; anuky did have communistic connections as well as the fact that King was morally 
1 oad, Tv. a very apologetic tone of voice, Guthman added that the Attorney General’s 
: • record concerning King was perfectly clean and that no exposure of King could have 
! .‘any reaction whatsoever against the Attorney General. 

G *. 

I told Guthman he had raised several points that should be straightened 
: 1 out. I mentioned that there had been no leaks from thevFBI concerning Dr. Martin | 

I Author King, however, Congressmen had made speeches concerning King's background 1 
! | and there had been a number of articles in newspapers. I mentioned that the Attorney r 
\ * General’s connections with King were none of our business, however, I could understand 
\ \ why Guthman might be somewhat perturbed inasmuch as the Attorney General had made ~ 

I I public statements before the Congress which indicated King had no communistic 

j I connections. . _ 

FX-f01 REC-S Enclosure ../t; iV,, 

j Guthman stated that he wanted to repeat once again that an exposure 5 < / 

; | of King would not hurt the Attorney General in any way. He stated his only interest; / 

| j and the Attorney General’s only interest, in keeping informatioiLmona£xniiig-«King out 
If of the newspapers, was because both he and the Attorney General felt that FBI sources 


h believe Guthman. 

*' Th 

1 - Mr. Belmont W 

1 - Mr. Evans 
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'/5/64<f 

' vjJjfJVl*/ 

e FBI had furnished ■ 


Guthman told me he had no proof whatsoever t 
information to the newspapers concerning King. He statecHhkt obviously the 
Department had not leaked any information inasmuch asfonty four/individuals in 
the Department, the Attorney General, Katzenbach, Ass'is.tanj^Auorney General Miller 
and Guthman, were the only ones who knew of King’s connections with Stanley 
Levinson. I told Guthman that Burke Marshall undoubtedly knew of such connections 
inasmuch as I believe he had talked to King. Guthman admitted this was true. 


From the tone of Guthman’s entire remarks, it would appear he had 
two thoughts in mind without actually stating such thoughts. These thoughts were 
(1) that the Attorney General is most anxious that information concerning King not 
be released* and (2) that the Attorney General’s connections with King, and his 
defensive statements concerning King to the Congress in Civil Rights hearings, 
could certain 17 injure the Attorney General’s political chances for the future. 


L 


■ ; I made it a point to tell Guthman before he left that the Department was, 

} of course, very close to the Saturday Evening Post, particularly in view of the 
| deliberate leaks oi information to the Saturday Evening Post on the Cassini and 
I Valachi matters. I told Guth man that if the Saturday Evening Post had obtained 
! {information concerning King, it would appear that they might have received such 
information from the same sources where they had gotten their previous facts. 

Guthman reacted to this quite anxiously and stated all this may be true, however, 
under no circumstances would they give any publication the facts concerning King. 

[ |In a very hurt tone of voice, he told me once again the Attorney General was not worried 



^ Following my conversation w T ith the Director at approximately 10 AM 

(this morning, after the Director had talked with the Attorney General, I called Guthman 
1 and told him he apparently had misquoted my conversation with him of last night. 

I asked Guthman if he had told the Attorney General, in quoting me, that I. had been 
"quite concerned about a letter the Attorney General had written in which he defended 
Martin Luther King. ” I told Guthman I had not mentioned any letter in my conversation 
with him. Guthman. replied that the Attorney General had gotten all mixed up in his 
conversation with the Director. Guthman admitted I made no reference to any letter. 

He also admitted I had not indicated that I was "quite concerned" in referring to the 
Attorney General. Guthman explained the basis of the Attorney General’s call to the 


Director by stating that he and Burke Marshall had gone over to see the Attorney General 
and while in his office had mentioned the information which apparently has been 
accumulated by the Atlanta, Georgia, reporter. In explaining to the Attorney General, 
Guthman stated he told the Attorney General he had discussed this matter with me 


last night and that from the tone of my remarks, Guthman understood that (1) any 
exposure of King might possibly jeopardize FBI sources; and (2) any exposure of King 
| might react publicly against the Attorney General inasmuch as the Attorney General 
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had defended King before the Congress. I told Guthman my remarks to him had 
not meant Ao. imply any potential embarrassment whatsoever'to the Attorney General 
and that I had brought the Attorney General's name into the conversation only because 
of the many newspaper articles which had been written quoting the Attorney General 
- and his defense of King. Guthman stated that the Attorney General was very fond 
I of me, and that he and the Attorney General, though they would not b e ar ound much, 

I longer# felt their relations with my office hacTbeeh'bf'the closest nature. He stated 
the Attorney General did not under any circumstances believe that my remarks had 
implied possible potential embarrassment but the Attorney General had called the 
Director merely to keep the record straight. 


. Guthman referred once again to the so-called "letter" the Attorney 

General had written concerning King. He admitted once again this matter did not 
come up in our conversation lasr. night. H e stated there had been a letter, however, 
as §. result of the Attorney General's appearance before the Magnuson Committee in 
the Senate. This occurred at the time of the Attorney General’s appearance concerning 
i Civil Rights legislation. Senator Monroney had questioned the Attorney General as 
I to King's communistic connections, according to Guthman. The Attorney General 
) promised to write Senator Monroney a letter. Guthman stated that such a letter had 
; been prepared and had been couched in a very careful language. He mentioned that 
the letter had been cleared by ,A?sjsjant_Dir ec tor E vans,and had then been delivered 
to Senator Monroney. He stated that following delivery of this letter, either Katzenbach 
, o r B urke,Marshall,__alonghvithJ-.Tr . E vans, had orally briefed Senators Russell’and * 
?44onroney-r-egandisgJKing’s c,ommunistic connections. 

FACTS FRO M BUFILES?CvdtL 

Senators Monroney and Magnuson wrote the Director in early July, ^ 
1963, inquiring about the current racial agitation and allegations that King and other ' 
civil rights leaders had subversive affiliations. The letter from Senator Monroney 
was referred to the Attorney General on July 17, 1963, with the Senator being so 
advised on the same date. In the communication to the Attorney General, a summary 
i of the communist association of King was set forth, including the influence which 
| Stanley Levinson, Communist Party member, had with King and Levinson's alleged 
statement that "King is a whole-hearted Marxist..." On July 18, 1963, the letter 
from Senator Magnuson was referred to the Attorney General along with a similar 
; letter from' Congressman Jeffrey Cohelan. 

. No record was located in Bureau files to indicate that the Attorney 
General or anyone in the Department contacted us regarding what information should 
be supplied to the Senators and Congressman relative to King. Mr. Evans has declared 
that he most certainly did not clear any letter written to the Senators or the 
Congressman on this topic. 
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On July 26, 1963, newspapers throughout the country reported that 
Senator Monroney had released the contents of a letter to him from Attorney General 
Kennedy stating there is "no evidence" that King or any of the other top leaders of 
the civil rights groups is a communist or communist controlled. The letter revealed 
the Attorney General based his statement ""on all available information from the FBI 
and other sources." This letter was dated July 23, 1963. A similar letter 
apparently also was sent to Senator Magnuson. 


On July 27, 1963, Senator Russell of Georgia wrote the Director 
J inquiring about much the same matter. This letter also was referred to the Attorney 
General under date of July 31, 1963. On November 1, 1963, Assistant Attorney 
General Burke Marshall contacted Mr. Belmont’s Office relative to the letter from 
Senator Russell and a subsequent letter from the Senator to the Attorney General 
vigorously complaining about not having received an answer to the earlier 
I communication, A proposed reply to Senator Russell over the Attorney General’s 
\signature was provided and Mr. Belmont expressed objections to the wording, 
particularly since it would jeopardize a most sensitive source. Mr. Evans conferred 
with the Attorney General and Mr. Marshall later on 11-1-63 and it was determined 
that the draft of the letter to Russell had been approved by the President. The draft 
was rephrased three times and each draft was r e j e.ctedby the President who finally 
instructed that an innocuous communication be sent to the Senator and delivered 
. personally by Mr. Marshall and Mr. Evans with Mr. Marshall to orally brief the 
Senator. Subsequently on 11-1-63, Deputy Attorney General Katzenbach and 

( Mr. Evans delivered the communication to Senator Russell and Mr. Katzenbach 
briefed him about King. Mr. Evans merely verified that a sensitive source was.' 
involved. 


An interesting parallel to the situation occurred on August 1, 1963, 
when the Attorney General gave Mr. Evans a report submitted by our New York Office 
on July 22, 1963, on King asking that it be resubmitted to him with a cover memorandum 
detailing exact evidence to support a statement contained therein to the effect that 
King had been "described as a confirmed Marxist-Leninist as of June, 1963." He told 
Mr. Evans that if this report got up to the Hill at this time he would be impeached. He 
stated Assistant Attorney General Marshall had reviewed the entire report 2nd stated 
\ there was nothing new concerning King’s alleged communist sympathies and that it 


I 


! 
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was the timing of the report and its possible misuse which concerned him. The 
statement the Attorney General objected to previously had been furnished to hr.n on 
several occasions including the letter to him on July 17, 1963, forwarding to him the 
letter from Senator Mo nr one y? The Attorney General was advised by memorandum 
of August 2, 1963, that ’’the description of King was made by Stanley Levinson ires 
in 1962 and again in 1963. ” 


* 



RESPECTFULLY, 
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Date: November 7, 1966 


Transmit the following in 

AIR-TEL 


PLAIN 


(I'ype in plaintext or code) 


Via 


(Priority) 


.L. 


\ 


' DIRECT0Rf FBI ^ ioo “ io667 °) 
FROSAC^'PITTSBURGH (100-15206) 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

. SMX- C 


ReBuAir-Tel,, 11-4-66. 

Referenced BuAir-Tel crossed Pittsburgh Air-Tel of 11-3-66 
enclosing a copy of the actual contract for the appearance of 
Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING at the University of Pittsburgh. 

T“l-i 4< X-.« « y* U A *5 »* M 4 y»4* /—v r? /mi *f* J- *5 V*y-v r< "? /N -P T> A -f* <—< V\•<* * 

1X0 ^ A ^ X yv/JLA< ovvi UU 1/ VlJta (/ UA4 A V 'C'X O J. V j VSJL X X A/ k/ib A/UJ. 

authorities were advised that requiring bodyguards is not a 
policy of the FBI and under no circumstances has Dr. KING ever 
been advised by the FBI that he is required to have a bodyguard. 


On 11-7-66, SAC MacLENNAN personally contacted Miss 
HELEN P. RUSH, Dean of Student Activities, University of Pitts¬ 
burgh, who has direct supervision over the Student Union*s 
Public Affairs Mid-Day Lecture Series, which sponsored ICING*s 
visit. Miss RUSH was advised that the statement contained 
in the contract prepared by Dr. KING concerning a requirement . 
.of the FBI for a bodyguard.is a complete fabrication. Miss RUSH 
was advised that the FBI does not provide personal protection 
for any individual nor do we advise anyone of the protective 
measures that should be taken concerning the safety of anyone 
and that this certainly applied to Dr. KING*s visit. 


Al 


Miss RUSH said she certainly appreciated receiving the 
true facts in this matter and that she would personally advise 
Dr. ROBERT KURTZMAN, Acting^Chancellor of the University of 
Pittsburgh so that there will be no misunderstanding as to 
this matter. j / , j 


Yj)-Bureau 

1-Atlanta (Enclosure 1) 

1-Pittsburgh 

IDM/MMJ 

(5) This document is prepared 

_ natiov, outside- 


fa* •' 


r 


•M’CT-a.'SjVtr ai 


NOV 8 1S66 


WOTfiVt* 


ftik'rirn yv liLtithZrZl WM me content *** nut be dis 
^OUtC 9 mf^s thout the express approval of the FBI . 

Approved Mix_IlfHH_ Sent 


m response to your request 


ffyffigthout the express approval of the. PEI™ 0 S& ° ^ nauthonze d person - 

M Per 


Special Agent in Charge 
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. Fl>3<5 (Hev, 5-22-64) 
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! 

Date: November 7, 1966 ! 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


(Priority) 


_:_j_ 

PG. #100-15206 

Enclosed for the Atlanta Office is a copy of the contract 
prepared by Dr. KING or his staff. This contract was obtain¬ 
ed by SA E. CLEON GLAZE from JOHN VRANA, Assistant to Dean of 
Student Affairs, University of Pittsburgh. VRANA' stated that 
this clause in the contract was not discussed with Dr. KING or 
any member of his party and hence they have no further infor¬ 
mation concerning this matter. 


Approved: _ Sent _M Per 

Special Agent in Charge 
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FD-36 (Rev, 5-22-64) 


* t „ % 


Dote: n/21/66 


Transmit the following in 


AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


AIRMAIL 


(Priority) 


TO: DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 

FROM: SAC, ATLANTA (100-5586) 

f" 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER'KING, JR. ' 

SM-C 


.i 

P\,V‘- 


i f 


Re Pittsburgh airtels 10/31 and 11/7/66 and 
Bureau airtel 11/4/66. 

Bureau airtel 11/4/66, referred to an invoice 
sent to the University of PittsburghPittsburgh, Pa., 
attention Mr. JOHN R. LOCH, Director of the Student Union, 
dated 10/15/66, billing the University in the amount of 
$1,000 for the appearance of KING at the University 11/2/66. 

This invoice on the form of the Adult Education Council of 
Greater Chicago instructed that upon completion of the 
engagement a check should be made payable to and sent to 
the Adult Education Council. The invoice also contained 
this statement, "Dr. KING’S expenses plus those of his 
bodyguard (as required by the FBI) from Atlanta, Georgia, 
to Pittsburgh and back should be paid directly to Dr. KING." 

The Bureau instructed that SAC, Atlanta personally / 
set KING straight. Atlanta v/as instructed to determine from 
KING the identities of any recipients of contracts containing 
the above quoted phrase. Atlanta was to advise the Bureau 
of the identities of these recipients so that an evaluation 
could be made regarding additional corrective action. It is 
noted that SAC Pittsburgh has previously advised authorities 
at the University of Pittsburgh that the statement regarding 

„ ■ ' .i!;,. , 27 

ui- Bureau (RM) ' • L ... ',ST —• 

2 - Chicago (RM)(100-35356) (Enc. 1) 

2 - Atlanta - NOV £31968 

JKP:hid „ 

(7) This document is prepared in response to your request and is not for dissents 

_ t * -L J _ .A ... *1 i T 2 J 


[4 p, y.our -0omntyftee .and the content may nut he disclosed to uydi 

xS'b- 7} rr without’-the express approval of the FBI . 
osdv&S&XsO IfSCnUl * _ .W M^v/p OI 


-lirfyfhorized person- 


Approved.'* 


Special Agent in Charge 


^-Per 
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AT 100-5586 


the requirement of the FBI for a bodyguard for KING is a 
complete fabrication. Miss HELEN P. RUSH, Dean of Student 
Activities, University of Pittsburgh, was advised that the 
FBI does not provide protection for any individual nor do 
we advise anyone of the protective measures that should 
be taken concerning the safety of anyone and that this 
certainly applied to Dr. KING’S visit to the University. 


Pursuant to Bureau instructions, SAC, Atlanta, 
called on KING 11/21/66. Efforts to make an earlier 
appointment with him had been unsuccessful since KING has 
been in a travel status during the past two weeks. KING 
was advised that the Bureau was concerned about the above- 
described invoice since it indicated that the FBI required 
that he have a bodyguard. He was informed that as he knew 
the Bureau would not undertake the affording of protection 
to individuals nor would we recommend or require that he 
or anyone else have a bodyguard. 


KING said he had been unaware that the Adult 
Education Council had submitted this or any other invoice 
in connection with his services for expenses for a bodyguard. 
He said he had no bodyguard and required the payment of 
expenses for no such person. He stated he was very mueh 
concerned about the invoice because it requested payment 
of the expenses for a bodyguard which he does not have and he 
was extremely anxious to clear this matter up and to prevent 
the sending of such invoices. KING said he was not aware 
'that any such expense: money had been requested by the Council 
and that all invoices for his appearances at colleges and 
universities are handled by the Coxmcil in Chicago and not 
by SCLC in Atlanta. 


KING was apologetic and expressed appreciation 
to the Bureau for calling this misstatement to his attention. 
He said he would contact the Council directly to make certain 
that such invoices are not sent claiming expenses for a non¬ 
existent bodyguard. 
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AT 100-5586 


KING said that arrangements regarding his 
speaking appearances for the Council are handled by- 
Mrs. ESTHER FAIN, Adult Education Council of Greater 
Chicago, 332 South Michigan Avenue, telephone HA 7-2670. 

A copy of instant invoice which was furnished 
to Atlanta with Pittsburgh airtel 11/7/66, is forwarded 
for the information of Chicago. Chicago will observe 
that this is a Xerox copy made from a copy and that some 
printing on the righthand edge of this form was not 
reproduced on the copy received from Pittsburgh. All 
the pertinent infox-mation appears tote contained on this 
copy, but it is noted that the invoice number (number 130) 
may not be complete. 

Inasmuch as KING is not aware of the extent to 
which the Council may nave oilied other colleges and 
universities for bodyguard expenses and since such bills 
have been sent by the Council in Chicago, the Bureau may 
wish to direct Chicago to contact Mrs. FAIN to identify 
others to whom such invoices have been sent. . 

Chicago should await Bureau instructions before 
•proceeding in this matter. 
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April 20,1965 


27 


17 


■" * '* ’ * * 


BY SPECIAL MESSENGER 


Honorable William h. Dickinson 
House oi Representatives 
Washington, D. C. 20515 


CO g 


My dear Congressman; ./ g 

Your letter of April 16, 1965, has been received, 
and l can readily understand your desire to obtain data from FBI 
files on the individual and organisations you mentioned, 

While I -would like to be of service, information 
in our files must he maintained as confidential pursuant to 
regulations of the Department of Justice. I trust you will under- 
stand my position. 


Cj r; 

c C 

c: > 

»** 


Sincerely yours. 


(—i o 


» W^)| 

1 - Mr. DeLoachesent with cover memo) 

NOTE; See Morrell tdBe Loach memo dated 4-20-65 captioned 
Congressman William 4 !.. Dickinson (R. -Ala.), Recmestfor Data 
from FBI files. ** GEM;mlk 
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Tolson_ 

Belmont__ 
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Casper_ 

Callahan_ 

Conrad_, 

Felt_ 
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Sullivan_ 
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Trotter __ 
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Holmes _ 
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GEMimlk (5) 
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_ This 'document is prepared in response to your reams/and is not for diis^C* 

— nation outside yoitr Committee. Its use is linjaped\fo official proceedings by 

— jJ/oW'T Committee and the content may not be disclosed to unauthorized pcrhoiv* 

£mel 'Without the express approval of the FBI . ... 
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WiL^vM L. DICKINSON 

rf 2o bisTRicr* Alabama 

J ■ N* 

i DISTRICT OFFICE: 

Room 408 Post Office Building 
PHONE: 263-7521, EXT. 453 
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA 
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committees: 

GOVERNMENT OPERATIONS 
HOUSE ADMINISTRATION 

2D DISTRICT COUNTIES. 
BALDWIN CRENSHAW 

BUTLER ESCAMZ3IA 

CONECUH LOWNDES 

. COVINGTON MONTGOMERY* 

-me- 


Congress of tfje ©niteb States 

2|ou3e of &epre3entatibe$ 

<B0aSfjmgton, 53.C. 205X5 

April 16, 1965 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover ^ 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I would like to request that I be sent whatever if 
your agency has in its files on Dr. Martin Luther King, ant 
larly that information which pertains to Dr. King’s affili; 

Communist and Communist-front organizations. , 

I would also like to obtain or to inspect personally that 
data and information which your agency has on the Southern Christian r , A j 
Leadership Conference and the Southern Conference Education Fund. 

* r (\ 

V 

As you know, I have spoken recently on the Floor of the House 
on the connection between the recent civil disturbances' in my home 
State and the Communist Party. 

One of our local papers reported that there were about 100 
F.B.I. Agents in Alabama in connection with the demonstrations and tl 
march from Selma to Montgomery. I would be very much interested in 
seeing the reports of these agents on the march. 

I look forward to an early reply. 

Sincerely yours. 






WII. L. 


WLDjegm 


REC-125 
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TO 


r* 'FROM 


Mr. Deloach 


D. C. Morrell'- 


DATE: 4-20-(55 

j 

\ 


■X 


SUBJECT: 


CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L 
REQUEST FOR DATA FROM FBI FILES 


fk\ . j 

- ■ Ohf 

DICKINSON (R. -ALA. ) 1 . ^ 


C*:..*:r.jr._ u. 






f i{ 


y,?i 


/ 


By letter dated 4/16/65 Congressman William L. Dickinson, lEepubiica 
from Alabama, elected to Congress in November, 1964, requested that the Director 
send him whatever information the FBI has in its files on Dr. Martin Luther' King and 
particularly .any information pertaining to Dr. King’s affiliations with communists and 
communist-front groups. Also, he desires data on the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference and the Southern Conference Education Fund. Also he indicates ho would 
be very much interested in seeing the reports of FBI Agents which concern the demon 
stations and the march from Selma to Montgomery. He states that Alabama papers 
stated there were about 100 FBI Agents in Alabama in this connection. Also ho refer.- 
to his recent speech on the Floor of the House of Representatives on the connection '/ 
between recent civil rights demonstrations in Alabama and the Communist Party.--', .. . 

P'Vun 

% { : \ v »/*• 

A copy of the remarks by Congressman Dickinson on the Floor of the 
House of Representatives on 3-30-65 is attached. , ,; 

Briefly, Congressman Dickinson spoke concerning the march from ' 
Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, and alleged that the press failed to report immoral 
activities engaged in by the marchers. He called attention to communist sympathizer 
associated with the march and identified them as Carl Braden, Abner Berry, Janes 
Peck, Bayard Rustin and Martin Luther King. He also referred to others who have a 
security-risk background. In this regard he stated that the U. S. Government knows 
all these facts; that the FBI has a file on ’’King Martin Luther, ” and on the others 
he mentioned and said "the Government helped promote the occurrences in Alabama. !: 
He alleged that Government officials participated in such activities and that the 
Justice Department assisted in their promotion, all with the knowledge and consent 
of the President. Also included is an affidavit of Karl Prussion, signed 9-28-63, 
which sets forth information regarding communist activities in connection with the 
National Association for the Advancement of Colored People. (NAACP) Prussion 
is a former San Francisco informant who assisted the FBI in security matters. 


. cw> 
* •-/ 


%/c-o 


Congressman Dickinson, aged 39 at the> i ym.0'taf:-hIS5Hl€-ction to Congress, 
is ayfermer railway executive and former circuit judgt§ iMAMo&tJ<§g&ery, Alabama. In\> 
.r A/- /-zt u— . t6 MAY $-3655 
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Memorandum to Mr. DeLoach ! j \\ ■ \ 

RE: CONGRESSMAN WILLIAM L. DICKINSON f j- [ j . ! 

line with the Director’s,policy of having new members of Congress contacted where 
advisable, Special'Hobson H. Adcock of your (Mr. DeLoach) office visited Congress¬ 
man Dickinson on 2-24-65. Dickinson was very cordial, was most appreciative of 
the contact, indicated he knew very little about FBI jurisdiction and asked a number 
of questions in connection with FBI responsibilities in civil rights. He indicated he 
would be most willing to cooperate with the Bureau in matters of mutual interest 
and that he was most gratefuj for the contact. 

OBSERVATIO NS: 

Martin Luther King, of course, has had his name linked with numsrou 
communist-front groups and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, as well 
:ho Southern Conference Education Fund. The Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference (S CLC) is headed by Martin Luther King, Jr. It is currently under 
investigation to determine the extent of its communist infiltration, domination and 
ccntcoL The Southern Conference Educational Fund (SCEF) is the successor 
organization to the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, cited in tne ;: Guide to 
Subversive Organizations and Publications” as k communist front by the HCUA in 
1947. The SCEF is the subject of a current Bureau security investigation. 

It is believed, in accordance with existing policy, that it would be 
advisable to inform the Congressman that the confidential nature of FBI files pursue ■ 
to regulations of the Department of Justice precludes the Director's responding 
favorably to the request of Congressman Dickinson. 

HSCOMMENDATION: 


It is recommended that ti j attached letter advising the Congressman 
of the confidential nature of FBI files be approved and thereafter-^ss^nadi^ deliver*; 
by special messenger,- 


'r> 





//j / 
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Memorandum 





Mr. DeLdac 


from .- ’■ T. E. Bishop 


date: May 28, 1968 


y tg^ri 


^ Callahan — 

1 Conrad- 

j Polt--A_ 

r Gale- 

1 Posen - 

Sullivan- 

Tuve! - 

Trotler- 

Tele. Room . 

I Holmes- 

Gandy- 


SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF WIRETAPS AND MICROPHONES 

BY ROBERT F. KENNEDY 


Mr. Carl Greenburg, Political Editor of the Los Angeles 
Times, called shortly after 2 p.m. today and advised that the Los 
Angeles Times had just been furnished a statement by Frank Mankiewicz, 
Press Secretary to Senator Kennedy. According to Mr. Greenburg, 
this statement related to Drew Pearson’s claim that Senator Kennedy 
authorized FBI bugging or wiretapping of Martin Luther King . Mr. • 
Greenburg said that he wished the Bureau to have the benefit of this 
statement and also would appreciate any comment the Director might 
wish to make concerning it. 

Mr. Greenburg was advised that the FBI had made no 
comment whatsoever regarding Drew Pearson’s article. He did ask, 
however, if at aH possible the attached statement be brought to Mr. 
Hoover’s attention personally because as he said he was ’’more brutal” 
in his opinion than anything Kennedy had previously said concerning this 
matter. 


RECOMMENDATION: 

« 

It is recommended that ”no comment” be made concerning j^ 
the attached Kennedy statement and that Mr. Greenburg be so advised 
by my office. „ a . jl^> 'V»* 


Enclosure 


-rjU* £*■ "« 2 j £ ' £r ’’ 

^ j I told Bishop to stick to 

' * "no comment." 


mw 


1 - Mr. DeLoach - Enc. 
1 - Mr. Sullivan - Enc. 
1 - Mr. Jones - Enc. 

HPL:pam J 
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j j I y /?’ ^ ** s* 

/* /c ” 


JUN 6 1968 


This document is 'prepared in response to your request and is not for dissemi* 
natiotf\mdside your Committee . Its use £> limited to official proceedings by 


your Car^mdtee and theQonteiit may not be disclosed to unauthorized person- ^ 

nel the ex^r^s approval of the FBI . 

/iraT' 1 1 COPY MADE FOE MS. TOLSON 
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1 ’’Senator Kennedy has continuously stated that at no time 

while he was Attorney General did he approve or authorize any 
electronic surveillances of anyone. Pursuant to policies in effect 
since President Roosevelt’s Executive Order of 1940, he did, a's 
Attorney General, approve a limited number of wiretaps in national 
security cases but, on each occasion, only at the written request of 
the FBI. Since leaving the Department of Justice, Senator Kennedy 
has not discussed any particular individual case and he will not do 
so now. 


”It is unfortunate that Drew Pearson is permitting him¬ 
self to be used in J. Edgar Hoover’s continuing campaign against 
Martin Luther King — now apparently against the memory of 
Martin Luther King. 

’’The information that Pearson discusses in his column 
from the alleged surveillance was developed, according to iiim, in 
1968, two Attorneys General and one President later and well after 
President Johnson’s order forbidding such practices. ” 
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** - - ^ UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


f) 


f KOM 


m hject 


Mr. DeLoach 


M. A. Jones 


DATE: 3-25-65 




/ 


REPRESENTATIVE WENDELL WYATT 
(REPUBLICAN —OREGON) 
MEETING WITH DIRECTOR, 3- 25- 65 



,-Z_ 


Per prior arrangements Congressman Wyatt was introduced to 
the Director at 10:15 a. m. today by SA Donald R. Morris, Crime 'Research 
Section. 

During a very cordial meeting, Congressman Wyatt stated that 
ever since his election he had wanted to meet the Director and advise him that 
he strongly supports the Director and the FBI and that he would be more than 
happy to render to the Bureau any assistance at any time on any matter that the 
Director may desire. He advised the Director and the Bureau had been the 
target of unjust and unfair criticism, particularly regarding Martin Luther King 
and civil rights, and he wanted the Director to be assured of his support. 

Wyatt related that he had received between 150 and 200 constituent letters re¬ 
garding the King matter, all of which supported the Director; none supported j 
King. 


//' 


\w/ 


( 

i ) 

U' 


The Director briefed Wyatt on the details leading up to the public 
announcement that King was a liar, including the facts on which King was in 
error, and reviewed his subsequent meeting with King. Congressman Wyatt 
obviously holds no respect for King and his associates and stated he was glad 
the Director called King’s hand. Mr. Wyatt said he felt King’s power stemmed 
from the fact that no one in the Administration, except Mr. Hoover, had the 
courage to say ”no. " 

Mr. Hoover then summarized portions of his testimony before 
the Warren Commission and pointed out the absurdity of some of Chief Justice 
Warren’s statements relating to the Bureau’s not arresting Oswald prior to the 
assassination. The Director emphasized the unfair criticism of the Bureau and 
the ’’Monday morning quarterbacking” by the Warren Commission. 

> / -■ 
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M. A. Jones to DeLoach Memorandum 
R& Representative Wendell Wyatt 


The Director told the Congressman he felt many courts were 
taking the handcuffs off the criminal and placing them on law enforcement officers. 
Mr. Hoover felt this was due not only to "bleeding heart" theorists but also due 
to incompetent and unqualified individuals on the Bench. The Director cited as 
an example the case handled by Judge Leighton in Chicago concerning the attack 
on police officers by a thug with a broken bottle. 

The Congressman mentioned that Oregon had, in November, 1964, 
abolished capital punishment. Mr. Hoover reiterated his position on capital 
punishment stating he would favor such punishment so long as criminals sentenced 
to life in prison could and would be released as early as seven years after sen¬ 
tencing. He pointed out the fallacy of stating capital punishment did not act as a 
deterrent to crime. Wyatt agreed with the Director’s position. 

Regarding Agent qualifications, the Director stated he had 
successfully resisted Robert Kennedy’s efforts to have qualifications lowered 
merely to accept Negro applicants. Mr. Hoover stated the Bureau has 25 Negro 
Agents but all are well-qualified, and he would not lower the standards just to 
accept Negroes as long as he is Director. 

Congressman Wyatt stated the Oregon State Board of Control 
had instituted a research study of 1, 000 check writers to determine if added 
legislation or parole and probation changes were necessary. The Board had 
requested assistance from the Identification Division to research criminal 
records of the 1, 000 individuals in this study and had been advised by letter 
that our work load would not permit us to be of assistance. The Director com¬ 
mented that it had been necessary for us to decline similar requests from 18 
• states as we simply do not have sufficient personnel to research such proj ects. 

\ and still handle over 20, 000 fingerprint cards each day. The Congressman 
| stated he understood and appreciated the Bureau’s position. 

Mr. Wyatt apologized for taking so much of the Director’s time 
and expressed his appreciation to the Director for the interview. A photograph 
was taken, and the Director told Mr. Wyatt his door was always open to him. 
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Jifr. Tolson^^l- 

<MVlr. DeLoacHi — 

/' Mr* Mohr-^ 

{^fywick _ 

Mr. Casper- 

Mr. Callahan — 

Mr. Conrad- 

f Mr. Felt_ 

. Mr. Gale —- 


11/14/66 


MR* TOLSON: 


J2^ 


* ivu. o.aie 

k i> ^ L nlflTu 

ivykr 

Wvf i MrTTave 


MrymjJ^rvtiVi _ 
MrTTavel — 
Mr. Trotter — 
Tele. Room— 
Miss Holmes 
Miss Gandy - 


Mr. Irving/pavidson called and stated he wanted to 
advise you what^his friend, Mr. James R. Hoffa, thought of 
Martin LutherT&ing. 


Mr. Davidson said Mr. Hoffa had lunch last Thursday with 
Martin Luther King and that he, Mr. Davidson, had dinner that night 
with Mr. Hoffa. He stated Mr. Hoffa told him he did not respect 
Mr. King too much from the way he talked to him; that he felt Mr. King 
was like the man who ran a 100 yard dash and ran out of steam at about 
40 yards; that he thought King had been living the life uf Guiuberg in 
Miami, i. e. living off his people and that he is afraid he is going to 
j have to go back to earning an honest living; that King wanted to attach 
himself to the Teamsters Union and wanted to use the Teamsters as 
a platform but Mr. Hoffa did not want anybody to use the Teamsters 
lunless they are teamsters; that Hoffa thought King was a faker and 
jwas losing his strength; that King asked Hoffa what he thought about his, 
King's, going to Vietnam and telling the soldiers why they were there; 
that Hoffa told him they were there because they were Americans and 
! did*not need him, King, to tell them why they were there; that Hoffa 
I told King he had better go back and work with his own people and . 

• not set themselves as special citizens of the United States. f- 

Mr. Davidson said he knew Mr. King was very unhappy as he 
thought he would come back with a check. 
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It was previously recommended and approved that Crime 
Records alert friendly news media regarding a proposed meeting between 
King and Hoff a 11/ 9/66. 

Through a reliable source we learned late last night 
that in view of publicity in the New York Daily News regarding this 
proposed meeting, King aim his aide’s had decided that it would be 
unwise to meet with Hoffa. It was further ascertained that King was 
still due to arrive in Washington at 11:30 AM this morning, it being noted 
-.that he had a speech scheduled at Howard University this evening. 

We alerted Julian Morrison, a very friendly reporter with 
the Washington News, and Sid Epstein of The Star regarding King’s 
arrival time in Washington. The reporters cornered King as he came 
off the plane and quizzed him about the meeting with Hoffa. King at 
first told the reporters that the meeting had been cancelled and he seemed 
to be flustered at the reporters’ appearance. He then ducked into a 
! mens’ room at the airport with his aides and upon emerging told 
the reporters that there had been discussion regarding his meeting Hoffa 
but that he had no further comment at this time, and he had decided to 
hold a press conference later on this afternoon at the Statler Hotel. 

King then left the airport with Clarence Jones who had come down earlier ? 
from New York, and with an attorney with Jones by the name of Philip /( 
Sipser, who identified himself as a labor lawyer. S* V_ 

Morrison advised at 3:15 PM this afternoon that he had 
finally gotten through to King’s party at the Statler and had talked to 
King’s aide Reverend Andrew Young. Young at this time informed Morrison 
that the meeting between King and Hoffa was off and he claimed.that the 
meeting had been cancelled last night. /^ ^•m jl 
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Wick to DeLoach j 

Re: Martin Luther King, Jr. I 

Security Matter - C : 

Proposed Meeting with James R. Hoffa 11/9/66 


. Morrison pressed him for details and Young said that the 

1 proposed purpose of this meeting had been "misinterpreted. " He said 
King had wanted to have an off-the-record discussion with Hoffa regarding 
the problems of the Negroes in the Teamsters and- Young claimed that 
King’s outfit had worked closely with the Teamsters in Atlanta and 
Chicago and they felt it was time for them to meet the Teamster head. 

Young said it was difficult for King to have a private conversation with 
anyone in view of his prominence and reiterated that the whole matter 
had been "misinterpreted and distorted. ” Reporter Morrison continued 
I to press Young and Young finally acknowledged that King might try to 
• have a meeting with Hoffa at some other time. 

i Morrison advises that The News will carry a picture tomorrow 

of King arriving in town, together with the information set out above. 

The -Star is also going to report this meeting. 

It is felt that our counterintelligence aim to thwart King 
in receiving money from the Teamsters has been quite successful to date. 

The above is for your information, and certainly highlights 
the excellent results which have been achieved through close cooperation 
.between the Domestic Intelligence Division and Crime Records. We have 
just received a copy of the late edition of today's Star which carries the 
stor-y by Ronald Sarr$, captioned "King Denies Going to Hoffa for Funds. ” 
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} By RONALD SAltHp( m ’ much weight in the final mccMjPeople, said he now heads a 
smr Man writer \ \ j n g decision on advice from ?Ncw York insurance firm, 
i The Rev. Martin Luther King Clarence B. Jones, a lawyer King also said yesterday’s 
! Jr. confirmed today that he was from New. York “who has been election “has been encouraging 
ischeduled to meet with Team- working closely with me.” for the civil rights movement 1 ’ 
Lstcrs Union head James Hoffa, Jones, who said he was active and “refuted” some comments 
but denied a published report £n the National Association for that the balloting was a rcflec- 
*Aud the meeting was to seek fthe Advancement of Colored lion of a massive white back- 


| funds for the dwindling coffers!* 
I of the civil rights movement. 1 
; | The civil rights leader, «inv- 
iing at National Airport for a 
•number of Washington engage- 
’ment-. appeared indecisive early 
this afternoon as to whether he 
would keep the appointment 
with Hoffa later in the day. 
j As he stepped from a jet 
bringing him from Atlanta, 
'King was asked by a reporter 
,about the meeting, and he in¬ 
dicated it was off. “The im¬ 
pression was falsely given that j 
I was’ going to Mr. Hoffa for j 
ifunds,” King iauf. ! 

' But King did not explain the ; 
purpose of the meeting, report¬ 
edly arranged at his remiesl. 

, Aides Expect Meeting 
After conferring with several 
persons who met him. King said 
the merits of keeping the Iloffa 
appointment would have to be ! 
discussed. Two aides, however, 1 
said they experf'-d King to meet 
Avitb the controversial union j 
bead. ! 

indicated he would gut I. 


„ lash. j'J 

King said the civil rights 1 
movement had won some and 1 
lost some, but for the most V 
part the results were cncour- t 
aging. f 

He said the Maryland guber- . 
natorial contest in which Spiro 
Agnew, the Republican,. beat 
Democrat George P. Mahoney 
was an indication of the weak¬ 
ness of the so-called backlash. 

Percy “Progressive” 

! I King said he did not believe 
that racial demonstrations in 
Illinois defeated his friend, Sen. 
Paul Douglas, a Democrat. He 
said many Negroes voted for 
Republican Charles Percy 4 ‘be¬ 
cause he is progressive” and 
they “voted against the ma¬ 
chine.” 

The standoff in Georgia, 
where segregationist Lester 
Maddox was a threat to civil 
rights interests,. will have to 
. go to federal court to be settled, 
King said. 

- He said he anticipated this 


would be the means to resolve 
the election there since the 
Georgia legislature “is still 
malapportioned.” 

King is scheduled to speak 
tonight at Howard University's 
physical education building for 
men on “Pathway to Peace: 
Today and Tomorrow.” 

lie said he would rnenf wifh t 
the Rev. William Fauntroy, 
Washington civil rights leader, 
before the 2:30 scheduled time 
for the meeting with Hoffa, 
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'■ Mr. DeLoach 


FROM : R. E. Wick Ah' 


date: November 8, 1966 




SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. j 

SECURITY MATTER - C J j " 4 i 

JAMES HOFFA . Jp 

, PRESIDENT j/X) TMA 

v ’' TEAMSTERS UNION / 

PROPOSED MEETING, 11/9/66 

Reference is made to the three memoranda from 
Mr. Baumgardner to Mr. Sullivan concerning captioned matter dated 
10/28/66, 11/3/66 and 11/4/66. It was pointed out that arrangements 
bad been made for King and Hoff a to meet in Washington at Hoffa 1 s 
^ office, 11/9/66, for lunch to discuss financial aid to King, etc. The 
"\'.K ^Director approved the alerting of the press prior to the meeting. 
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YThere is attached a story from Page 2 of the "New York 
Daily News” today, and ’’The Washington Post” of today, Page 3. These 
reflect that King will visit Hoffa here in Washington on Wednesday, 11/9/66. 
I took this matter up with Frank Holeman of the ’’New York Daily News” 
on a very confidential basis and also have discussed the matter with Victor 
I^iesel, who will have a longer story this week in his national column. 

News photographers and wire services are also being V 

alerted to give coverage to the meeting tomorrow. / / 


ACTION: 
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Washington, Nov. 7 (Special)—The Rev. Martin Luther King is mak¬ 
ing overtures to Teamsters Union chief Jimmy Hoffa in hopes that Hoffa 
will pump some of the huge union’s ample funds into the faltering civil rights 
movement, THE NEWS, learned tonight. T ~ : 

The two men are to talk the matter over at luncheon hundreds of thousands of dollars 
Wednesday in Hoffa’s palatial quarters in the Teamster fied'renomSon toflShSS 


building here at the foot of Capitol Hill. 

The meeting was arranged atf -:- 

King's request. It was supposed A f li 


of directors of the NAACP. A 
battle to reverse the action is now 
under way in local chapters 


£r SvS As for King's reasons, it is maer way m l< 
• ^ e . ® known that contributions from around the country. 

Sw Shint .bS It kS i-ii« ”£=- 

could not be reached for com- £ rou P!h me aiding his own South 


menet . J Bat 


the luncheon plan. 

Reasons Outlined 
Hoffa was expected to give 


ference, have dwindled to a 
trickle, due to the furore v <in 
recent months over “black power." 
King has repeatedly disavowed 


King a very friendly hearing for violence and a go-it-alone policy 


these reasons 


for Negfoes. But he has refused 


1. There are 450,000 Negroes to repudiate the most vocal ad- 
in the 1.7 million member Team- vocates of “black power," Stokely 


sters Union. 


Carmichael, head of the Student 


2. Hoffa prides himself on his Non-Violent Coordinating Com¬ 
own dong pro-civil rights record, mittee, and Floyd McKissick, 
including peiaoual fticudohi* olminnar. cf the Congress 

with ex-heavy weight champ Joe cial Equality. 

v x xt A i • -i March on Washington 

3. Appealing two federal jail T 

sentences totalling ' 13 years, Until the eruption over black 


March on Washington 
Until the eruption over “black 


Hoffa obviously could use a lot power, , _ ., T , 

of new friends right now. wealthy white liberals provided | 

4. Ad agreement between King ™ ost °f .^ e ^oney for-the civil i 
and Hoffa might make it easier rights drive, including the famous ! 
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March on Washington, in 1963. 
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King to Visit Hof fa j\^P 
In Rights Fund Quest 

New York Daily News Service 

The Rev. Martin Luther 
King is making overtures to 
Teamsters union chief Jimmy 
Hoffa in hopes that Hoffa will 
pump some of the union’s 
ample tunas into the faltering 
civil rights movement 
.The two men are to talk the 
matter over at luncheon 
Wednesday' in the Teamster 
building here. 

Contributions from white 
liberals to civil rights groups, 
including his Kings’ Southern 
Christian Leadership Confer¬ 
ence, have dwindled to a 
trickle, due to the furor in re¬ 
cent months over “black pow¬ 
er.” , 
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From: Director, FBI,,<100-106670) —J r // >' 


warns LUTHER KING, JR. 

su ~ c 


Reurairtel 10/31/66. 
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Above-referenced airtel indicated that when Martin Luther 
King, Jr., President of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, sent a contract to the University of Pittsburgh 
prior to his speaking there, it contained a clause that King . 
tract 03 provided with one do dyguard !, as required by tuie 
Federal Bureau of Investigation.” It is essential that this 
matter be resolved immediately and the record set straight. Due 
to King's prominence in the civil rights movement and the 
involvement of an institution of higher learning, the SAC should 
personally contact the appropriate University of Pittsburgh 
official to verify the inclusion of this phrase in King’s 
contract. If verified, the University of Pittsburgh official 
should be advised that this statement is a complete fabrication 
on King’s part. Also advise the official that the FBI does not 
provide personal protection for any individual nor advise anyone 
of the protective measures that should be taken concerning the 
safety of anyone. * y 


The Pittsburgh Office should then advise Atlanta of all 
pertinent details so that the SAC, Atlanta can personally set 
King straight. Atlanta should determine from King the identities 
of any recipients of such contracts containing this phrase. 
Atlanta should advise the Bureau of the identities of these 
recipients so that an evaluation can be made at that time 
regarding additional con-ective action. 


1 - Atlanta (100-5586) (Personal Attention) 

x .n 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 


Mr. W. C. Sulli^^^ 


F. J. Baumgardner^^ 

cT & 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 

DATE: 11/3/66 

1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Wells 
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BACKGROUND: / C V tff'tfHi* 
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The Pittsburgh Office has advised that Martin Luther 
King, Jr., President of the Southern Christian Leadership £. 

Conference, was scheduled to speak at the University of 
Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, on 11/2/66. A source 
at the university advised that the contract utilized by King 
to cover his appearance there contained the statement that 
one bodyguard be provided King "as required by the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation." 

OBSERVATIONS : 

This is the first time we have received information 
indicating this phrase i.s being utilized by King in his 
contracts covering his personal appearances. While it is 
essential that this matter be set straight immediately, it 
is felt that it would be desirable to verify the existence 
of this phrase in King’s contract. Due to King’s prominence 
in the civil rights movement and the involvement of an 
institution of higher learning, this contact should be made 
by the Special Agent in Charge (SAC) personally. The SAC 
should contact appropriate University of Pittsburgh officials 
to verify the inclusion of this phrase in King's contract. If 
verified, these officials should be advised that this is a 
complete fabrication on King's part. The Pittsburgh Office 
should then advise Atlanta of all pertinent details so that the 
SAC in Atlanta can personally set King straight. It should also 
be determined from King the identities of other recipients of a 
contract containing this phrase. Atlanta should advise the 
Bureau of the identities of any additional recipients so that 
an evaluation can be made at that time regarding additional 
corrective action. • ^ 
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Date: 


10/31/66 


Transmit the following in 

AIRTEL 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


Via 


TO: 
FROM: 


(Priority) 

"diIiECTOr” (100^106670f~ 

SAC ^PITTSBURGH (100-15206) 



Mr. DeLoach- 
Mr. Mohr- 
Mr* Wick 
Mr. Casper. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SM - C 

00: Atlanta 

Re Pittsburgh letter to Bureau dated 9/26/66. 

Enclosed for the Bureau are eight copies and for 
Atlanta two copies of a LHM re captioned subject. One copy 
also being furnished G-2, OSI and Secret Service, Pittsburgh, 
Pa., and NISO, Philadelphia. 

Investigation reported in the LHM was conducted by 
SA E. CLEON GLAZE at Pittsburgh, Pa. 

On 10/31/66, Inspector JOHN KELLY, Pittsburgh Police 
Department, and EDWARD HINES, G-2, both of Pittsburgh, Pa., 
were advised re information in LHM by SA E, CLEON GLAZE. 

It is noted that JOHN VRANA, mentioned in LHM, furth^ 
advised that the Student Union, University of Pittsburgh 
contract with KING provided for his visit with one bodyguard 
"as required by the Federal Bureau of Investigation.” VRANA 
stated that the contract received frpm K ING contained this 
information regarding TiTsT"Sodyguard'“being required by the FBI. 
Since this appears to be some gimmick employed by KING, this 
data has not been incorporated in LHM. 

Pittsburgh wiip follow KING'S visit and report any 
Nj^ertinent information developed. v *• - 
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In Reply , Please Refer to 
File No* 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OR JUSTICE 


Q 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 
October 31* 1966 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


On October 28, 1966, Joseph E. Hedges, Campus 
Proctor, University of Pittsburgh, Pittsburgh, Pa., advised 
that Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., will visit that campus on 
November 2, 1966, as a guest speaker in the Student Union's 
Public Affairs Mid-Day Lecture Series. He said the lecture 
will be held in the Student Union Ballroom. King will also 
be a guest at a 3:00 PM coffee hour in the Student Union 
lower lounge. 
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The October 31, 1966, edition of the "Pittsburgh 
Post-Gazette," a daily Pittsburgh newspaper, contained an 
article entitled, "Negroes--Hit Pitt on King," which revealed 
the following: 

"Negro students at the University of 
Pittsburgh are upset about arrangements made by 
Pitt for the appearance of Dr. Martin Luther 
King on Wednesday, a spokesman said last night. 

"The spokesman, Earl Trent, said that no 
Negro students were invited by Pitt to greet Dr. 

King on his arrival at Greater Pittsburgh Airport. 

"Dr. King will speak at noon Wednesday in 
Pitt's-Student Union. 

"Trent, chairman of the Hill Education Project, 
a volunteer program for students to tutor Hill 
District children, charged that Pitt's 'white 
power structure' refuses to recognize Negroes at 
the Oakland school. 

"'If Barry Goldwater or Ronald Reagan were 
to come to Pitt,' he said, 'white students would 
be invited to meet them at the airport.' 

This document contains neither recommendations 
nor conclusions of the FBI. It is the 
property of the FBI and is loaned to your 

agency; it and its contents are not to be 
distributed outside your agency. 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

"Trent, who said he was a spokesman for 
about 100 Negroes at Pitt and an Undergraduate, 
noted that Dr. King's mode of transportation 
from the airport to Pitt was insufficient for a 
'man of his caliber.' 

'"He will be jammed into a Mustang convertible 
with all of his aides,' he declared. 

"Trent said Negro students were signing a 
petition protesting Pitt's treatment of their race. 

'"This is not the first time that Negroes 
have been trampled upon by Pitt,' he asserted. 

'We want to show the university that we are unified 
and protest these actions.™ 

On October 31, 1966, John Vrana, Assistant to the 
Dean of Student Affairs, advised that John Robert Loch, 
Director of Student Union, University of Pittsburgh, makes 
the arrangements for speakers in the public affairs lecture 
series and sendsthe official invitations from the University. 
He also meets the guests upon their arrival and drives them 
in his personal automobile, a Mustang convertible, to the 
University. Vrana said this is normal procedure for guest 
speakers in this lecture series regardless of the importance 
of the position of the speaker. 

Vrana also stated that the contract with King is 
for his visit with one bodyguard. He said the expenses for 
King and his bodyguard will be paid by the Student Union 
from money budgeted to the Student Union by the University 
of Pittsburgh for this purpose. 

Vrana stated that even though standard procedures 
are for Loch to pick up the guests in his personally-owned 
automobile, it is his understanding that the University 
plans to make available the University limousine and chauffeur 
for the purpose of picking up King and his party. 

Vrana stated that it is expected that approximately 
600 people will attend the lecture as this is the maximum 
capacity of the Student Union Ballroom. 


2* 
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FROM 


subject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (100-106670) 
SAC, PITTSBURGH (100-15206) 


MARTIN LUTHER K£NG, JR. 
SM-C 

00 ATLANTA 


For the information of the Bureau and Atlanta, 

the University of Pittsburgh Student Activities Calendar 

for the Fall trimester of 1966 reveals that Dr. MARTIN 

LUTHER KING is scheduled for a lecture at 12:00 noon, 

November 2, 1966 , in the Student Union Ballroom, t 

University of Pittsburgh. He was invited to the University 

of Pittsburgh by the Student Union to speak in a series 

called "Public Affairs Series." No additional information 

available at this time concerning KING’S proposed visit, ft' 
— . - ^ 

On 9/23/66, Inspector JOHN KELLY, Pittsburgh f 
Police Department, and BENNO REISLER, G-2, both of * 

Pittsburgh, Pa., advised of above information by SA DONALD' 
F. WISEMAN. The above information is being confirmed by 
letter to G-2. 


^(CZy- Bureau (RM) 
- Atlanta (10< 


- Atlanta (100-5586) (RM) 
1 - Pittsburgh 
vJ ECG/njm 
> (5) 
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'Memorandum 
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TO 


FROM 


Mr.' Mohr 
J. J. Caspe: 


DATE: 4/29/86 




X, 

0 

SUBJECT: CHIEF CARL HANSSON J 

. RETIRED CHIEF OF POLICE .* 

DALLAS POLICE DEPARTMENT 
MEETING WITH THE DIRECTOR 
APRIL 29, 1966 • 

© 

"\ 

On the morning of April 29, 1966, I introduced Chief Carl HanssOn¬ 
to the Director. Mr. Hoover thanked Chief Hansson for the assistance he has ^ 
rendered to the FBI in lecturing before the National Academy over all the years.' 
He complimented Chief Hansson for his contributions to the National Academy \ 
whereupon Chief Hansson told the Director he was deeply grateful to him for ^ 
letting him participate in the National Academy program and also for what the a ' 
Director had done for the Dallas Police Department in renewing training and \j 
cooperation. Chief Hansson stated that he regretted what occurred in Dallas -—^ ^ 
but he fully agreed with what the Director had to do. He said it should have V~LF, 
never happened. The Director then outlined to Chief Hansson the basic problems^' 
that we had with former Chief of Police Jesse Curry and the head of the Detective- 
Bureau of the Dallas Police Department. The Director said that as a result of -4 
the inexcusable actions on the part of these men, he had severed relations with h! 
the Dallas Police Department and afforded them no training assistance and -J 
accepted no National Academy candidates from that department. He described 
the situation concerning the Dallas Police Department as being utterly . ,J 

inexcusable and said that he wanted to have good relations similar to those g 
that we had with Chief Hansson, particularly in a city as large as Dallas. & 
He said we should always work together to accomplish our joint goal. 


ns 


The Director, told Chief Hansson of his meeting with the 
Mayor of the City of Dallas Erik Jonsson and how he outlined to the Mayor the 
problems we had with the Dallas Police Department. The Director told Jonsson thsl 
we were unable to work with the Chief of Police. Mayor Jonsson indicated to the 

EX-1.08 . 

t:" 4 
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1 - Mr. Wick 
1 - Mr. Cotter 
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Director that he was going to get rid of Chief Curry. The Director said 
that ifs-the Mayor followed through with his promise, he would again fully 
cooperate with the Dallas Police Department. Subsequently, Chief Curry 
retired and the new man,. Chief Charles Batchelor, was appointed. The 
i Director described him as a yery high-class man and told Chief Hansson 
I that we have removed all restrictions concerning the Dallas Police Department. 


i 


The Director also commended Chief. Hansson for. the attitude 
that he had when he was Chief of Police with regard to the handling of civil 
rights cases. The Director pointed out how in most police departments 
across the country today, we seem to be getting excellent cooperation in 
handling these matters and for the most part the only place we are encountering 
difficulty is in dealing with some of the so called red-neck sheriffs in the deep 
south. The Director told Chief Hansson that Civilian Review Boards destroy 
the morale of the police department. Chief Hansson added that he felt a 
Chief of Police is abdicating his authority and responsibilities when he 
permits a Civilian Review Board to come into effect. The Director told 
him he was absolutely right. The Director told Chief Hansson about the 
Civilian Review Boards in Philadelphia and Rochester and that during the 
Philadelphia riots, it was found that the police were not making arrests because 
th$y did not want to be called before the Review Boards. The Director said 
that he was surprised that Leary, Commissioner of Police in New York, took 
the -job in New York when he knew that he would have to have a Civilian Review 
Board. 


The Director also discussed with Chief Hansson the problem 
of verbal brutality which is confronting police across the nation today. He 
also discussed defacto segregation which is occurring in New York City. He 
pointed out to Chief Hansson how wrong this was. Chief Hansson agreed and 
said that we were living in changing times and conditions were different. He 
said that morals of the country had changed. The Director agreed. He said 
that people were expecting rights to be afforded to them without carrying out 
or accepting responsibilities that goes along with these rights. The_J)ireetor 
told Chief Hansson of his visit with Martin Luther King and how he/\MS^dvocatin 
down in Alabama today that the Negroes go out and vote as;a block. The 
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Director said this was very harmful leadership. It would be just as bad 
if the Jewish people- recommended that their people go out and vote in a 
block and the Catholics recommended that their people vote in a block. 

He was glg.d to note, however, that here in the District of Columbia where 
there is considerable effort on tjie part of Negroes to establish home rule 
that there is a backwash.. The Director then discussed with Chief Hansson 
the problems occurring in the District of Columbia particularly in the schools. 

Chief Hansson was most grateful to the Director for giving him 
a few minutes of his time and again expressed a great admiration for the 
Director and told him he looked very well. He expressed his extreme 
appreciation for being permitted to lecture before the National Academy. 

The Director again thanked Chief Hansson and the interview was terminated. 

Chief Hansson was most appreciative of the Director giving 
him a few minutes of his time and again commented how fine the Director 
looked. He gave an excellent lecture before the National Academy this 
morning and this afternoon participated in a panel discussion that I am 
sure all members of the class profited from. 




’ * ■ r 
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D. C. Morrell^l 

>• I 

REFERRAL BY CONGRESSMAN JOHN J. GILLIGAN, OHIO, 
OF POST CARD DEPICTING MARTIN LUTHER KING 
AND OTHERS AT COMMUNIST TRAINING SCHOOL _ 


/ 



i.j 

' r\f\ 


By communication dated 4/26/65, captioned congressman, Democrat, 
who was elected 11/64 and for whom no derogatory information appears in Bufiles, 
forwarded a post card depicting Martin Luther King and others at an alleged commu¬ 
nist training school. Gilligan asked the names of the three people sitting near Dr. 
King and that this post card be returned to him. On the reverse side of the post 
card the names were set forth and a description as to where they appeared. This 
photograph is readily recognized as one widely being circulated by individuals 
attempting to point out the true nature of King's activities. A circular received by 
this Bureau frequently as reprinted from the "Augusta Courier" on 7/8/63 shows 
the photograph from which the post card picture was cropped. Actually the pest 
card cropped Abner W. Berry and the description on the reverse side would tend to 
indicate that Berry was the person known to the Bureau as Myles Horton, Director 
Of the Highlander Folk School. 

According to Bufiles the individuals depicted in the circular are 
properly identified. All of these individuals are well known to the Bureau for their 
Communist-front activities.and connections. 


G 



OBSERVATIONS: 

It would be difficult to put in writing the description of the true 
photograph from which the post card was cropped; however, a personal contact 
could deliver the circular and the congressman : could be apprised of the proper 

RECOMMENDATION: f&W- 


names to be utilized in connection with his request. 







That someone from your (Mr. DeLoach’s) office make the appropriate 
Contact with Congressman Gilligan or his Administrative Assistant and .tactfully refe.*| 
to the confidential nature of data appearing in our files/iAt this time - "the attached 
post card can be returned to him along with the attached circular 
Courier" and the "cropping" of Berry can be explained orally. Naturallv we-cannot 
verify nor disclaim the characterizations of these men. 
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HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES, U.S. 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 


April 26 __ 1965.. 


Respectfully referred to 


6 -7 


I \ 


Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. G. 


If it is possible to do so, 
will you- kindly advise me the 
names of the three people 
sitting near Dr. King in the 
attached photo. Please return 
•.the photo-card to me. Thank you. 



vM 


i&iX* 1 


Very respectfully, 


JotrnJ^J. &illigan ‘^\ 

M.C., Ir.O.hio., District. 


tc® 

/ -O. *V , 

loo ' 

T-f - 

® 1965 




asr /^' 


■cosRf^yr 


j * ^ vu.* ty., i*— 

j fs} 18 - 76359-1 

i:j# *«*i 

i so r. «. mrZizfs Jr 

Jf • » 

M«'5^4-5-D o e-ld^-3^€^-sS-64_Eai^e_2iSJ___ 
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W. C. Sullivan 
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« ConraJ — 
y l Evans x 

If Gale - 

December 1 G, 1934 j>-Rosen 

**\\? Sullivan _V 

| Tavel 




7^ 




' Trotter . 


T-iV 

v- ! / 


Tele. Rood _ 

/ Holmes _ 

Gandy _ 

/; ’ \ A J, ,■ ■■■■' 

MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. a Vj \V . At'^ 

■ SECURITY MATTER - C (j/t V" IJ/ A' ‘ \ 

Last evening, Dr. R. H. Edwin' Espy, General.Secretary,Y . : A 
National Council of the Churches of Christ, New York City /Y (j/- 
Headquarters /’while en route from the South,"stopped at the {J' f n f 
National Airport for a couple of hours to discuss with me the •"**’ ‘ 
subject of Martin Luther King. As I have reported in previous , \‘ - 
memoranda, he has been informed concerning certain basic facts /’/ 
relating to King's moraJL-.de.pravi^ .v and his connections with 
communism. •*." 

Last night Dr. Espy told me that he has been working on 
this matter whenever the opportunity presented itself and he said 


Oir\ C* 

~ - ~X'' ~ 


T> o Tm 


V* X 


Tw-.*- 4 - *1 

ju 


he wanted the FBI to knew that stops have been taken by 
Council to make certain from this time on that Martin Luther King 
will never get "one single dollar" of financial support from 
the National Council. Further, Dr. Espy told me that since our 
first conversation he has heard from some ath . en sources concerning 
King's moral depravity. In view of this, he felt that he was free 
to discuss the matter with a few key Protestant clergymen, including 
Dr. Carson Blake. Presbyterian leader who has been active in the 
civil rights movement. Naturally, said Dr. Espy, they were horri-. 1 . 
fied and Dr. Blake said that he could not see how a Christian 
clex-gyman could give any more support to a man like King. Dr. 

Espy also told me this week he intends to confer with Roy Wilkins, 
National Association for the .Advancement of Colored People, for the 
purpose of persuading Wilkins that the Negro leaders should completely 
isolate King and remove him from the role he is now occupying in 
civil rights activities. In Dr. Espy's opinion, the most effective 
way to dethrone King and get him out of the public eye is to have 
the important Negro leaders xmited in theii' determination to do this. 

fjr T” j}' 

7 J}r^r-~&spy-*~in-_a_4ew_y;.eeks_ w.i 11- be -leaving -far Africa and' 
wil-l_r-etu-rn—f rom there in about -2 or 3 months. -I. will-meet again 
Ai-t-h“-h'i-m"a't'~thart--irim'e“—- 

J)f b>$T f)€JLc,r^ 

As.T"have previously said. Dr; Espy, 

^is_a~.ve-ry fine man in every respect. He has a 
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Memo to Mr. Belmont 

RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - C 

aO /~t onsclenee “and' He is a person on whom con.si.dexa.bJLe relxabiLit.y, 

!i /.cart—be~p>laced. I know the extent of his concern about King and 
f XI feel positive that he will try to do as much as he can to 
Q- '' • remove King from the powerful social position he now occupies. 

\ Dr. Espy deplored to me very strongly the fact that King was able 
to be named "Man of the Year" by "Time" magazine, was the 
' recipient recently of the Nobel Prize, secured an audience with 
the Pope, and has been the recipient of different awards from both 
Protestant and Catholic groups. I agreed with him most heartily 
and said it was too bad those people responsible for giving such 
recognition to King were not more circumspect. He replied that 
it was probably due to their lack of knowledge concerning King's 
communist connections and his maxaJL_/d epravity. but he believes 
this condition is being corrected, ^T^Teas^among the clergymen. 
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DATE: 

FROM : 

C~> 

Mr. Wo Co Si.ilI3j.m_ 


SUBJECT: 

DR, R, H, EDWINAESPY 

y 


Cforad . 

At s - 


pi 


GENER&L^ECRETAEY 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF CHURCHES OF CHRIST 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK—-~~ “ 


/,/ \i& 

ttf'b l 


Sullivan_ 

Tavel _ 

Trotter_ 

Tole. Hoom , 

Holmes _ 

Gandy _ 


/ } ,■ v * » ,j 
, u'. /lp* v ' /? 


IauT. • *- 


The captioned person I have been developing as a contact for . / 
the past couple of years. In a memorandum a few months ago, I set ( 
forth my conversation with him wherein. I alerted Dr, Espy concerning * 
certain basic facts on Martin Luther King, Since that time he has 
taken measures to gradually"separate"the National Council of Churches 
of Christ from the support of him, he 1 Ii s ?s--eerfft^ke-3ure.au- I . 

- on a! basis 's of. -j 


Late this afternoon Br, Espy will be in the city and I will VV S ' 
^ meet with him again, at which time I will circumspectly reiterate 
| the truth that Martin Luther King is a serious liability to the 
I civil rights movement in this country, I will also learn from ^ 

I Dr, Espy about any other dex-relopments which he has been able to ’ 


sponsor to curtail the activities of King 
EEC0M!ENDATI0N S 

For your information, ^ 
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JAMES FARMER 

NATIONAL DIRECTOR 

CONGRESS OF RACIAL EQUALITY (CORE) 

APPOINTMENT - FBI HEADQUARTERS 

5:00 p.m., DECEMBER 1, 1964 
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Mohr- 

DeLoach . 
Casper — 
CaHrifian - 
C^rfbd — 
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Holmes -- 

Gandy --— 
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At his request, I met with Jim Farmer at approximately 5 p. m.g / 
12-1-64. Farmer flew down from New York for this appointment. 

"• - Upon seeing Farmer, I told him I was glad to have the opportunity 

to get together with him despite the unfair criticism that he and Reverend King had 
.launched against the Director and the FBI during the past several days. I told him 
I wanted to straighten him out on such criticism. Farmer laughed and replied that 
he personally had not been guilty of any serious criticism against the FBI and that 
he hoped that I would understand tnat he wanted to continue to be friends rather than 
enemies. 

Farmer told me that he had'heard from a number of newsmen that the 
' FBI planned to expose Reverend King as a sexual pervert by tomorrow, Wednesday, 
December 2, 1964. He stated that he and King had had a lengthy conference last 
night in New York City and that it had been agreed that Farmer should come down to 
see me and prevent this action being taken if at all possible. He stated he knew that 
King had made a sudden decision to come down also and that he hoped that King’s p 
meeting with the Director had been anamMfe cne. I told him that it had been. y 


, n - - I told Farmer that we, of course, had no plan whatsoever to expose 
jReverend King. If told him that our files were sacred to us and that it would be 
|unheard of for the FBI to leak such information to newsmen. I told him I was com- 
ipletely appalled at the very thought of the FBI engaging in such endeavors. I told 
Farmer the FBI had received rumors of this nature from a number of sources and 
that we felt that there obviously was some substance to these rumors. I mentioned 
to Farmer that undoubtedly King has numerous enemies and that most certainly 


someone had apparently done quite a job on King. 
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DeLoach to Mohr memo 
RE: JAMES FARMER,. CORE 

Farmer told me that he was glad to hear that the FBI did not plan to 
expose King. He stated this had a number of civil rights leaders quite worried 
inasmuch as if King were exposed this would possibly ruin the entire civil rights 
movement. I again repeated that we had never entertained the idea to expose 

( Reverend King; however, I wanted Farmer to definitely know that the campaign of 
slander and vilification against the Director and the FBI should stop without any 
delay. I told him that if this war continued that we, out of necessity, must defend 
ourselves. I mentioned that I hoped it would not be necessary for the FBI to adopt 
defensive tactics. Farmer got the point without any difficulty whatsoever. He 
\ immediately assured me that there would be no further criticism from him. He 
[stated he felt certain there would be no further criticism from King. 

I told Farmer that one of the chief critics of the FBI, whose facts were 
obviously slanted, distorted and false, C. T. Vivian, was a member of the Board of 
Directors of King's Southern .Christian Leadership Conference. I told Farmer that he 
should get the word to Vivian also. 1 . 

Farmer told me that he was greatly relieved to have this conversation. 

I We talked about a number of other things, a member of the Communist Party in 
Chicago who is on CORE'S staff in that city. 

The Domestic Intelligence Division had previously requested that I 
advise Farmer of the identity of this man. Farmer assured me that the man would 
be removed immediately and that he would not know the source of information involved 
in this matter. 


I reiterated to Farmer once again that our door was always open for 
discussion but that he should definitely keep in mind that if his group wants war they 
could certainly find it fast. He stated that he wanted to part as friends and that he 
hoped that we could continue the pleasant relationship that we started over two years 
ago in New York City in our various discussions. I assured him that this would be 
possible as long as the unfair criticism did cease. 


ACTION: 


For record purposes. 
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subject: UNITED gTAXES-INEORMATIO N AGENCY (USIA) />7t r $ M £ n-i 

FILM^MARCH FOR FREEDOM” ~ 1 Off /* 9 ' 

This morning I saw Jay Howe of our Subcommittee and he advised that 
during the Attorney General f s appearance before the Subcommittee yesterday morning . - 
no discussion arose involving the Bureau on the part of the members with respect to 
the Director^ testimony. *T\ • _, /J „/ N 

f pW (j/iXlR* Howe did state /that all of the members are very concerned regarding the^ j 
background of Martin Luther^lUng which the Director furnished off the record and J, 
strictly among themselves to Jay's knowledge have had quite lengthy discussions _ l ) 
concerning it. V- Jr 

Jay Howe stated that yesterday morning after they had concluded hearings 
on the Justice Department items, the members and the Chairman instructed him to 
have the USIA show them the film which they have and propose to distribute the 
captioned "March For Freedom. ” Howe stated all members were present for this filn 
. except Congressmen Lipscomb and Neal Smith. Howe stated the film generally deals 
! with the racial situation in this country and the members were particularly disturbed 
and irked at the fact that Martin Luther King appears to predominate the film. He 
appears in better than half of the entire film and after viewing it the members gctthe 
impression that he had played an advisory role in its preparation. y’W j 1/) 


Howe stated on a strictly confidential basis that the Chairman with the ' .. 
| concurrence of the other members of the Subcommittee feel that an approach should - 
be made to the President so that he can instruct USIA to withdraw this film and not 
permit its circulation. The Chairman also suggested to Howe he might want to mention 
to th« Senate Appropriations Committee Clerk, Harold Merrick, that maybe members 
of the Senate Subcommittee on Appropriations would want to view this film but definitely 
without giving any of the King bads ground which was furnished off the record. p 

rf - 

Howe stated that yesterday afternoon after viewing the USIA movie members 
had also observed the editorial in yesterday's Washington Post dealing with this picture 
which in substance indicated it was a good film; however, it would meet with opposition 
from certain areas particularly those who were "confused" or "fainthearted. " 

RFP Q /•" 

Hove was most appreciative of the letter 1 he'-received from the Director 
after his appearance before the Subcommittee. o J.-i ^—.. 

j is prepared in response* & ~kot fotffygsemirri 

* ! ' <^Q^^y7taMon a'ltsWfe t our/Oom ffiiiteei kt&UmMK I'W &s'p.to. 'bTficjak fyvmdMmgipby f~\ 

NPC:gt, • your. Committee qncLthe content maynm%e disclosed to limkuthorized person- //^ \ 


^without th^^eh^ap^val of, the FBI * 
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Mr. A. H. Belmont 


DATE: 


FROM 


Mr. W. C. Sulliv^ 



r 


SUBJECT: 


SAMUEL RILEY PIERCE, JR, 
280 PARK AVENUE 
NEW YORK 17, NEW YORK 
ATTORNEY-AT-LAW 


1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 


- Mr. Mohr 

- Mr. DeLoach 
SullivapJ 


Holmes 
Gandy _ 


- Mr. 

- Mr. 


J 0 A.Sizoo 
-Mr. D.E.Moore" 

- Mr. D.J.Brennan 

- Mr. R.W.Smith C,\AA : ' l Y 


i Marxist, 


k 


il- 


We know that Reverend Dr. Martin Luther King, a se1f-avowed f.^Q 
represents a very real security problem to this country. Inr'ufr^ 
addition to his Marxism, Dr. King, as we know, for some time now has * V 
been surreptitiously receiving guidance from concealed members of the 
Communist Party of the United States. Apart from the security factor, 
he is a disgrace the Negro people of this country because of his 

rrizwxictuct while at the same timejpurporting to be a minister 
of the gospel. Obviously he has the capacity to deceive people very 
successfully. This was made evident most recently by bis being select 
by "Time" magazine as the Man of the Year. o 

v vT'-y 

Further-, we know that he has been able to cleverly deceive ; ^Ty 
both very important Protestant and Catholic organizations, securing <s 
thereby support from them which gives him added stature. It should be 
very clear to all of us that Martin Luther King must, at some propitious 
point in the future, be revealed to the people of this country and to 
his Negro followers as being what he actually is—a fraud, demagogue and 
moral scoundrel. When the true facts concerning his activities are 
presented, such should be enough, if handled properly, to take him off ( 
his pedestal and to reduce him completely in influence so that he will v } 
no longer be a security problem and no longer will be deceiving and 
tmisleading the Negro people. 


vO 


• When this is done, and it can be and will be done, obviously 
much_confusion will reign, particularly among the Negro people. There 
will be embarrassment, frustration, confusion, resentment, et cetera. 
Because of this and the emotional reaction that will set in, it is not 
unlikely that movements like the Nation of Islam could benefit greatly. 
Further, other ridiculous developments similar to the Old Father Divine 
and Daddy Grace organizations may appear. The Negroes will be left without 
a national leader of sufficiently compelling personality to steer them o 
in the proper direction. This. J.S. what could happen, but need , not happen g 
i£ the right kind of a national Negro leader could at this time be g 

gradually developed so as to. overshadow Dr, King, and be in the position ^ 
to~assume the* role of the leadership of the Negro people,,.when JCing has been 

aA "V *# V \__ _— _ A/M J (V* IvAl /»# /7/J 


Wfi 

u 


WCSidjw ! ,.U - -- 

remm&to %m/equest qnd ts/nptrfor dvggmr, / 

h ee. “as use is fimided^to official woceedmgs by ^ 1 

dent may nut be disclosed ty^S huthorized ' A '~ i 
nef Ttiftlimlt' 'the' J express approval of the FBI . 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: SAMUEL RILEY PIERCE, JR C 


For some months I have been thinking about this matter. One 
day I had an opportunity to explore this from a philosophical and 
sociological standpoint with Dr. Frank R. Barnett, whom I have known for 
some years. As I previously reported, Barnett is a very able fellow, 
a former Oxford scholar and professor, and one on whom I can rely. I 
asked Barnett to give the matter some attention and if he knew any 

I Negro of outstanding intelligence and ability let me know and we would 
have a discussion. Barnett has submitted to me the name of the above- 
captioned person, S amuel R iley _Pierce,_JTr. 

Enclosed with this memorandum„is an outline of Pierce*s 
b io graphy, which is 'truly^remarkable for a. man so.young, having been.born 
^September 8, 1922. On scanning this biography, it will be seen that 
. Pierce''does 'have all the qualifications of the kind of a Negro I have 
in mind to advance to positions of national leadership. I won*t go into 
all his accomplishments and qualifications in this memorandum, for it 
, will only take a minute or two to scan the enclosed biography. 

t 'On first blush I know it can be said it is not the concern of 

/the Bureau what happens to the Negroes when Martin Luther King has 
I been discredited. This can be said, but I think it is.a very short¬ 
sighted view,. Ij JLs. ou r con cern if large "numbers of them “go into the 
( Nation of"!slam and other extremist groups with which we are concerned as 
an investigative agency. It is ou r concern if the Communist Party, would 
be able to capitalize upon this confusion. Further, from a .posit ive 
and co nstru ctive standpoint it would be of great advantage to have leading 
\jthe Negro people a truly brilliant, honorable and loyal Negro who would 
steer the -^/million Negroes away from ..communism, I think in a very 
sound"sense this necessarily must be of great interest to us. It would 

I be most helpful to have a man like Pierce leading the Negroes to whom we 
could go, if necessary, and rely upon in sensitive matters over which this 
Bureau has jurisdiction. 

I want to make it clear at once that I_don*t ..propose ,.that_ the - 
FBI in any way become involved openly as the sponsor “of a Negro leader 
to^oyershadow Martin Luther.,,King. As far as I am concerned, this is not 
1 an issue at all. But I do propose that I be given permission to explore 
further this entire‘‘liiafTer with Frank Barnett and any other person known 
to both Barnett and myself who could be helpful. If this thing can be 
set up properly without the Bureau in any way becoming directly involved, 
ilvthfnk it,would be not only a great help to the FBI but would be a fine 
|thing for the country at large. While I am not specifying at this moment, 
fthere are various ways in which the FBI could give this entire matter 


- 2 - 
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Memorandum for Mr. Belmont 
RE: SAMUEL RILEY PIERCE, JR. 


1 the.proper direction and development. There are highly placed contacts 
of the FBI who might be very helpful to further such a step. These can 
be discussed in detail later when I have probed more fully into the 
possibilities. 

RECOMMENDATION : 

(1) For the information of the Director. 


(2) That approval be given for me to explore this whole matter 
in greater detail, as set forth above. 



S. 


CMC 

ds. 





ADDENDUM (1/9/64), WCS/csh: . 

Mr. Pierce has been investigated by the Bureau as a Departmental 
Applicant (for the position of Assistant US Attorney, Southern District 
of- NY), and no derogatory information of any kind was developed. The 
investigation showed, as does the biography, that he has a remarkably 
fine record. 

W.C.Sullivan 


I am glad to see that "light" has 
finally, though dismally delayed, 
come to the Domestic // 

Inti Div.’ I strug-dK 
gledfof months M \ (j 

to get over the fac-M. 
the communists were » f\ \\ . 

taking over the ~ 

racial movement but 
our experts here 
couldn’t or wouldn’t"^ v. 
see it. H. -- ? ^ 
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Name • 

Business Address 
Personal Data 

Education 

Academic 

Ho nors 

Awards 


Professional 

Experience 
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Samuel Riley 




nerce. 



E> U \\(\A/\ cV,’ Y 


280 Park Avenuee w York., 1,7. j. N , ,.X.» 


Born_September._B,.-1.922. Married Barbara P. 
WPight, April 1, 1948. One child, Victoria 
born September 14, 1949. r \- r -i / 


A.B., Cornell Univ., 1947; LL.B., Cornell Law 
School, 1949; LL.M. in Taxation, New York 
Univ. School of Law, 1952; Ford Foundation 
Fellow, Yale Law School, 1957. 


Phi Beta Kappa; Phi Kappa Phi; Graduate 
Editor, Tax Law Review. 


Recipient of the New York City Junior Chamber 
of Commerce 1 s Annual Distinguished Service 
Award for 1958; Man of the Year Award, St. 
Mark’s Methodist Young Adult Fellowship (1959); 
Annual Award of the New York Bible Society 
(1959); CID Agents Association’s Distinguished 
Service Award (1959); Locality Mayors 
Committee Citation for. Community Service 
(1959); New York Amsterdam News Certificate of 
Award (1959); City College Newman Club Award 
(I960) . 


Assistant District Attorney, County of New 
York, New York, N.Y., 1949-53 


Assistant U. S. Attorney for the Southern 
District of New York, 1953-55 


Assistant to the Under Secretary of Labor, u. S. 
Dept, of Labor, Washington, D. C., 1955-56 


U. S. Delegate to Conference on Cooperatives 

Sr-£ he Caribbe an, Georgetown, British Guiana, 
1956 


Page 234 
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Samu 


i 

Pierce, Jr, 


Member of the panel Symposium, Military- 
Industrial Conference on Atomic Energy, 
Chicago, 1956. 



1 v 

Associate Counsel and Counsel to the Subcommittee 
on Antitrust of the Committee on the Judiciary, 

U. S. House of Representatives, Washington, 

D. C. 1956 - October, 1957. 


Private law practice, 19j>7-1959. 

1 

\ 

Member, National Defense Executive Reserve 
(U.S. Dept, of Labor Unit), 1957-. 


Member of the national panel of arbitrators 
of the American Arbitration Association and 
of the Federal Mediation and Conciliation 
Service, 1957-• 


Member of the Faculty, New York Univ. 
School of Law, 1958-. 


Fraternal Delegate to All-African People's 
Conference, Accra, Ghana, 1958 . 


Study tour of Africa for Fund for International 
Social and Economic Education, Summers: i 960 
and 1963 . 


Judge, Court of General Sessions, January 1959- / 

i 960 . ' 


Consultant, Fund for International Social and 
Economic Education, i 960 —• . 


Partner in the law firm of Battle, Fowler, 
Stokes & Kheel, 1961 -. 


Member, New York State Banking Board, 1961 —. 

Chairman, New York State Minimum Wage Board for 
the Hotel Industry, 1961 . 
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publications 


Military Service 


Civic, Professional 
and 

Social Activities 





' Samuel Riley Pierce, Jr. 

- • 

Member, New York City Board of Education, 1961- 

1962. 


Member, Board of Directors, New York 1964-65 
World's Fair Corporation, 1961—-. 


Member, New York State Grievance Appeals 
Board, 1963-. 


Contributor to many professional publications. 
For example see: Manpower in the Atomic Age. 
The Labor Market and Employment Security,“p.l, 
July 1956; Legal Problems in Private Layoff 
Pay plans, 79 Monthly Labor Review 895 (4956); 
The New Look in Collective Bargaining Agree¬ 
ments; A Study of Supplemental Unemployment 
Benefit plans, 3 Howard""Law Journal 42 (1997) ; 
Organized Professional Team Sports and the 
Anti-trust Laws, 43 Cornell Law Quarterly 566 
(1998); ‘'Mental illness and Due Process" 
(Cornell.Univ. Press, 1962). 




Agent, criminal Investigation Division (C.I.D.), r/ 
U.S. Army 1943-46. 1st Lt., Judge Advocate 
General's Corps Reserve, 1950-52. 


Director, Sheltering Arms Children's Service, 

Inc., 195^-55, 1959-1961; YMCA of Greater New 

York me., i960— ; (Sec 'y. 1961 - ); Louis T. 

Wright Memorial Fund, Inc., 3.953—. National 
Parkinson Foundation, Inc., 1959-196O; Police 
Athletic League of New York City, Inc., 1960- 
1962; African Research Foundation, Inc., 1961—: 

New York Univ. Law Alumni Ass'n., Inc., 1961-; 

Gandhi Society (1962-); Member, Board of 

Trustees, Hampton Institute (1963 ———); Member 
New York City U.S.O. Committee, 1959-1962; 

Executive Council, Harlem Branch YMCA 1956_• 

Mayor's Committee on Job Advancement 1962—; * 

The Association of the Bar of the City of New 
New York County Lawyers Ass'n. (Director, 

1901 -); Harlem Lawyers Ass'n.; American Bar 

Ass'n.; American Judicature Society; 369th 
Veterans Ass'n.; Cornell Univ. Council, i960—; 
?3K e11 Univ * Alumni Ass'n. of NYC (Gov. 1953-55, 
4961-62); St. Mark's Methodist 

tqEii S S lub |f res : 4952-55); Treas. of the Class of 
1944, Cornell Univ.; Life Member, N.A.A.C.P.* 

TQ^Q e T , o^ dViS 2 ry Committee * Station WBAI (N.Y.C.) 

? member of many other professional, 
cavic „aj3di^ocial organizations. 
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Date: 


11/3/66 


Transmit the following in 


(Type in plaintext or code) 


(Priority) 


TO , : DIRECTOR, FBI (IOO-IO667O) 

FRSAC, PITTSBURGH (100-15206) (P) 

SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER''KING, JR. 

/ SM - C 

(00: ATLANTA) 


(fcjIJCT: 


/} / 

(./ 


i, M 


id 3 


Re Pittsburgh airtel to Bureau dated 10/31/66. 


Enclosed for the Bureau is one copy of a contract 
for the appearance of Dr. MARTIN LUTHER KING at the University 
of Pittsburgh as mentioned in' referenced airtel. 

Authorities at the University of Pittsburgh were 
advised that 'r equiring bodyguards is not a policy of the FBI 
and under no "circumstance has Dr. KING been advised by the 
FBI that he is required to have a bodyguard. 


3/Bureau (Enel, l) (RM) 

1- Atlanta (100-5586) (Info) (RM) 

2- Pittsburgh 

ECG/alb •' 

( 6 ) • ' 

This document is s ' 

isTndteTto off' *7**°* for dissem ^ 
net without the express SSlTffwf*"* 

* * -.3 U Lft > A a* r 1 * A - > > 

- 4 . -r* * * 

, 

VP ••• .. /• V 10 -:.y . 


5 W3*’ 


I r 0° 

NW 55245 


l-;0D. .Special Agent in Charge 
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•¥v \Pe r 


Sent 




r i* ,**>***.- 


' " V 


fe- 





•ate _... .October 2 r i* 1966 

rnouni $_.-1000*00-..._ 


iLLED TO: 


University of Pittsburgh 
Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

Attj Mr. John 8. Loch 

Director of the Student Union 



invoice Ms 1306 


1 


FOR: ■ 


_i. MEMBERSHIP 

x,_ : SPEAKERS BUREAU 

_• THE ARTS CALENDAR 

_THE COLLEGE BOOKLET 

’_SPECIAL EVENTS 


Pteasc Refe** ?o invc/.<« Number Wher Fraying BIH 
Services of Dr. Martin Luther King as speaker on November 2, 19o6o«» 

31000*00 

UPON COMPLETION OF ENGAGi&'.SNT, PLEASE MAKE CHECK PAYABLE TO AND SEND TO: 

ATILT EDUCATION COUNCIL 
Thank .you® 

Dr. King’s expenses plus t?ose of his bodyguard ( as required by the FBI) 
from Atlanta, Georgia to Pa *. t.sburgh and back should be paid directly to 
Dr. King. 1 


Founded in 192-*, The A dull Ed.-cotion Cct. -c : i it a to * e r, a nipt, not-for-profit educational organisation. 
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UNITED STATES GOrrlNMENT 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 


#V olson_^ 
j^DFE^ch . 
e Mohr- 

~'i¥ 

C<fi; per_ 

Callahan . 

Conrad _ 

jrV'olt- 



Mr. Cartha D. DeLoad^pT^' 


W, C. Sullivafy 


INSTITUTE TOR AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 
SUITE 101 

1330 MASSACHUSETTS AVENUE, N.W. 
WASHINGTON, D. C. 20006 


DATE: June 2, 1967 k 

1 " Mr. Wick “ 0 — 

1 - Mr. J.A.Sizoo Holmes- 

1 - Mr. C.D.BrennarP dy — 


\? | P f 4- 


<- 

t*i r 
III f 

siS 

K ( 

*1-8 i 

•£ s o I 
§*!§ 
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§.'§-•§ ** 
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|s|5 

-§ 8^i- 

gfw : 

S 7 ju 


On May 23, 1967, with Bureau approval I appeared before 
a conference of the above-captioned group. I briefly discussed 
with the group aspects of the communist, crime and- racial 
, problems. without incident and the members. 

seemed-^to--be-very-t-av : o rahl^ disp : o'ged :r -tOwa-rd-^maintaining ra law and 
-^^der-^in-thts^dduhTry^in oppcisitibfl“‘ttr^her TT spirri ; t r of- -lawlessness 
' w h i c h h as^»d eve^oped^tn^receht^ve ar sT~ 

After the meeting different individuals came up to me, 
and I was quite surprised when they started to tell me what they 
knew about Martin Luther King. They seemed to have knowledge of 
his connections with communism, etc. The Alsop article for /\fi 
example was mentioned by them, wherein Alsop had stated that ~H[fJ 
King was taking counsel from communists and had been advised by • 
Government officials to stop but ,had not done so. They also 
were aware that King had been engaging in highly immoral 
activities in hotel rooms and etc. They were disturbed over this. 
As one man said, if this information is publicized and believed 
King will turn out to be a real liability to the civil rights 
movement. ZZZ^TZ&t 

■ £X'I08 REC 48,, ^«*•- //f ; Z' 

Oh Monday of this week Charles R/sBaker, ExgcujMjy^ mcj 
Direc tor of/ this (group and his secretary , /9 Bhrbara.\'Hogan, dropped 
by to see me. They mentioned their conce rif -over "the jji££easing 
lawlessness developing in this country; referred to various vievP" 
points that have been expressed at the conferencesand mentioned 
that the Institute was engaged in opposing extremism, and at this 
time it seems that lawlessness can be regarded as one form of 
this as well as communism, the Ku Klux Klan, etc. They then 
mentioned Martin Luther King and his contribution to creating 
the spirit of lawlessness that members of the conference had 
mentioned to me. They mentioned King’s connections with, communism 
and his gross immorality'. They referred to Marquis Child’s column 
in the ’’Post” where he mentioned that the FBI knew about such 
activities. They asked me if any of this could be documented from 
a public source standpoint in order that it could be used against 
King. I explained that this was not a matter that I could discuss 


/W£.SL;gmw (6) 


CONTINUED - OVER 
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Memorandum Sullivan to DeLoach 

RE: INSTITUTE FOR AMERICAN DEMOCRACY 




with them and they seemed to understand. 

Mr. Baker said he had gone over some of the Director's 
a rtic les^which X_hacL.gi.ven- to him and also his testimony and 
Xaunji-lthem^vory" informative and would be able to use the 
information in some of his publications. 


RECOMMENDATION: 


None. For information. 
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Iflemorandum 


41 ! >do!son- 
Belmont 



Mrl Mohr 


from : Cc D. DeLoach 


DATE: July 6, 1965 


}£ 1 i|l Q Gale- 

l| |ft^Rosen. 

; lit I , sumyi 
■ > sky 
/ u f Tele * F 

f 'v/ Holmes 


Mohr_ 

DeLoach _ 

Casper_ 

Callahan- 

Conrad_ 

Felt_ 

Gale_ 

■Rosen 

Sullivak^_- 


Trotter- 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes- 

Gandy - 



U , 1 ; ■ / 

SUBJECT: STANLEY DAVID LEVISON j . ,i 0 / 

MARTIN LUTHER KING / LvKA - 

JkT^Aw* \y ‘O/Aj&T- - 

r ^ E&kMY' 

For record purposes, at 3:20 p.m. this afternoon Wick received j- . 
arel^phone call from SamiFog g of United Press,.International. Fogg said that 
JuliuljFr and,seny-AvhcnfoaS^Ly.le" Wilsbn r s fob in Washington at United Press Inter- 
national7"and Granl*- Dillma n, currently in charge of the Wadiington office, are 
making every'efforV to discredit Martin Luther King and his recent outburst on 
Vietnam- Grant Dillman, said Fogg, has learned that Levison, whom he described 
as a New York attorney, is connected with the Communist Party in some way and. 'y \ 

{ advised Martin Luther King to come out against the Administration on Vietnam. 
r-Fogg asked if there is anything of a public source nature that would discredit , /j 

ir -I iPV'l CCT! pC p rvf pA'mwM'ini "Dov»+*tt o v~» o V\ a -v» rv-P a 'P-wrwv'P 

O AJv V lOVli V/il/iiGi VX l-JUV VV/AAiAiUXUXUl, JL C-J f V/X CVN> vv XXl^XXJLWX VX LV Xx V7XJ.I/ . . * 

f group or signer of a petition concerning communism or the Soviets. //nv 


After checking, Wick told Fogg we could be of no help to him. £ 

* ^ 

- Grant Dillman at 3:40 p. m. today called Wick. He said United 8 

Press International 1 s main concern is to avoid a libel suit on the part of Levison. g 

Wigk told him we could be of no help to him whatsoever. 4 £ 

c 

u 

. Dillman said that under the circumstances, he believed United * 

Press International would make no mention of the alleged connection they have § 
picked up between King and Levison. Wick asked him how he knows that Levison 
is advising King on the Vietnam matter. Dillman said one of his reporters obtained 
| this from a friend in Atlanta, presumably at Southern Christian Leadership 
s Conference Headquarters. 


la^TSe Srss.^TJ’ trr vr* «* * **/*->• 

your Committee and thTTontent Jal A L T f *? official feedings by 
nel without the express approval of the BB ^ elosed to unauthorized.person 

1 - Miss Gandy 

1 - Mr. Belmont - ^ 

1 - Mr. Sullivan - 

1 - Mr. Jones 
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MryTolson _ ; 

y&. Belmont 

' Mr. Mohr _ 

Mr. Casper _ 

Mr. Callahan _ 

Mr, Conrad _ 


Mr. DeLoach 

Mr. Evans _ 

Mr, Gale_^ 


July 13 


Mr, DeLoach: 


o 


Re: DR. MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


Th^Bapt 
[ Baptiits 


apti st World Alliance is a worldwide 



»J - _ 

organization of Baptists which meets every 5th year. In connection 
with the 11th meeting of this group which was held at Miaray-Florlda* last 
month* you will recall that we received information several months ago 
that the committee in charge of selecting speakers was giving some 
consideration to inviting King to address the conference. The Director approved 
that SA Fulton and I discreetly approach several of the ministers on the 
program committee who were known to us personally and brief them 
informally on King’s background with the distinct understanding that they 
were to keep the information strictly confidential. This was done and as 
a result King was not invited to address this worldwide Baptist meeting. 


*It is of interest to note that the July 8, 1965* issue of 
"Capital Baptist*" a publication of the D. C. Baptist Convention contains 
an article about the Miami meeting reflecting that King attended as a 
delegate. Reporters met him at the airport and asked him why he had 
not been invited to speak at the meeting. King allegedly reported that 
he did not think it was necessary for him to speak at every baptist 
Convention. King also reportedly stated* "I come as a delegate and as 
an individual Baptist. It is not necessary for me to be on the program 
to have fellowship with the brethren. ” ^ 


(l } 
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OPTIONAL fORM NO. to 50t0—106 

MAY-1963 EDITION 
GSA GEN. RE^, NO. 27 

UNITED STATES GC • ERNMENT 

Memorandum 


to : Mr 0 W. C. Sullivan 


FROM 


; G* C. Moor 


SUBJECT: MARTIN LUTHER'KING, JR. 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNISM 


PURPOSE: 


% 


1 - Mr. DeLoach 
1 •* Mr 0 W. C. Sullivan 

1 - Mr. Bishop 
date: October 18, 1967 

1 - Mr. Go C* Moore 
1 - Mr. Do Ryan 
1 - Mr c Marion 
1 - Mr. D. M. Wells 


r r 


Tolson — 
DeLoach • 


& - 

Casper-— 

Callahan —- 

Conrad-- 

Felt- 

Gale- 

Rosen 

SulllvanVy^ 
Tavel &S~ - 

Trotter L - 

Tele. Room - 

Holmes- 

Gandy-- 




Attached for your approval for dissemination to 
friendly news media sources is a copy of a Negro newspaper 
editorial attacking Martin Luther King, Jr*, President, 
'Southern Christian Leadership Conference. 

BACKGROUND : 

King's group is in desperate need of funds. In 
an effort to combat this problem. King has organized a 
variety show starring Harry Belafonte, well-known Negro 
vocalist with a subversive background, to tour seven major 
cities in the United States. The proceeds will go to the 
Southern Christian Leadership Conference. King is touring 
with the group and speaks during each performance. ^ 

The attached editorial entitled/I ^Think Twice l 
JBefore Going to Coliseum Tuesday Night" appeared in the 
"Forw~afd~~Tfi nes, 1 ' the leadlhg ^egro"n ewspaper in Houston, a-~s 
Tmtas. This t>aner attacks Kinp for Ttls “stand “mivi at nam r*» 






I Texas. This paper attacks King fornis ~s t and - 'on“T £ etnam K» 

. and _ cTaims his appearance in Houston is "an imposition on . 5 /(|^ 
/ the community." King is also referred to as "a misguided ^ 

'Moses' who has lost himself." In addition, the article 
claims King's position regarding the Vietnam war "borders 
upon treason." Further, "a man who will not fight for his 
country hasn't got any civil rights or any respect due him." 

. - . _/ ) ... ? 
.Enclosure...... . ■ - v - v-- • •— 

.... This "document 'is 'prepared ' imjreep<mse"to yoUf request' and is ftof'fbiTdiS^emi^ 

1 nc„1 nAfi7n nation outside your CdmmwMellQS use is limited to official VTQcee&mgsJsy.^ 
auu iu / your Cc?.imittee an$l ‘the, content' mgy not be\disclo3ed to umuihhfizWfyer^nd^l 

.... .. netimthout tke express dpprovdi of the FBI * ’* *' • 1/ . 

DMWiekwj / - - ' — 

( 8 ) v CONTINUED - OVER 

' _ s , enclosbub RpiffMSEftI 

Page 303 


Page 303 








- Memorandum to Mr, W. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
100-106670 


OBSERVATIONS: 

— : - 

[_NY^3810*S*Jhas advised us that this news item is 
\extremely irritating to King. In addition, the advanced 
* ticket sales were slow in Houston, Texas, prior to the 
performance on October 17, 1967. This newspaper story 
may have caused many of the citizens of Houston to “think 
twice before going*' and indeed, not go at all* 



It *is felt that if this article is given wide-spread 
publicity as how thinking Negroes really feel about King, 
two objectives can be accomplished. One, publicize King 
as a traitor to his country and race. Secondly, reduce 
his income from these shows since he has five more 
performances to give; namely, Chicago, Illinois, October 19; 
Cleveland, Ohio, October 21; Washington, D. C., October 23; 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, October 26; and Boston, 
Massachusetts, October 27* 


RECOMMENDATIONS: 


The attached be forwarded to Crime Records Division 
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Several weeks ago FORWARD TIMES 
made an editorial expression which 
stated-; among other things, that Dr. Mar¬ 
tin Luther King had strayed oft onto an 
^extremely dangerous course which ran 
in the. opposite direction irom the ciyxi 
rights leadership course that vast! 
^numbers of citizens had come to know \ 
and respect him for over a wide span of r 
years. 

. Now-, we wish to .make it crystal clear 
that'this newspaper, of course, respects 
. a'iid upholds Dr. King's right to take a 
position that is, what we think to be, 
contrary to good judgement. If he wishes 
to be the spokesman for the ‘peaceniks', 
that’s his business. When, however, Dr. 
King joins with others and tries to impose 
^ that poor judgement upon the entire Negro 
community which is already beset with» 
Smore in-depth and complicated problems.! 
than can apparently be coped with, at that! 
point we call It "our business. 

FORWARD TIMES takes the position' 
that Dr. King’s visit to Houston next 
Tuesday night is an imposition upon this 
community of the first order. We also 
think that the fact that he is shrouding 
his “remarks" behind a big name popu- 
' lar singer like Aretha Franklin suggests 
subterfuge. If Aretha Franklin, who is 
now at the peak of fame, permits this 
group of ‘peaceniks' to use her name to 
further their efforts, all that we cay says 
is, “that’s her business." If she wakes ups 
filater and finds that she has acted just, 
fike Tokyo Rose and Axis Sally, all that 
jiwe can say, is that she brought it all upon. 
— -herself. -:-=- 

Our concern is not so much with what 
course Dr. King and Miss Franklin elect 
to foiiow^What concerns us i s that t he in- 


C* 


nocent public, if not' properly fore¬ 
warned, might be taken in by their visit 
to Houston. We think that if what Dr. King 
i? has to say isn't within itself meritorious 
; enough to draw a crowd, he shouldn't be 
| coming to town in the first place to say 
it. As it stands now, Aretha Franklin'sjf 
name has been added to the show and many | 
people will pay the fee expecting to hear| 
her sing. She will be the ‘bait' to help 
get the crowd inside the Coliseum. Once 
inside, the trapped ticket purchasers will 
have to sit quietly while Dr. King spews 
about the “immorality" of the war in 
Viet Nam. Whether we like it or not, the 
United States of America is at war with 
a determined aggressor. How we got into 
this war matters little at this point. The 
t bold truth is that we are shooting ‘live’ 
jf ammunition at them and they are shoot- 
j[ing the same type back at us with re-jj 
^markable effectiveness. ii 

Looking at the conflict logically andt! 
realistically, we cannot escape the fact 
that we have absolutely no course open 
to us but to disregard all of the babble 
of weaklings. We, as bonafide American 
citizens, must take a stand with our 
country. In bur actions, in our converr 
sations and in our preachments, we must 
give no aid and no comfort to the enemy. 

- We must remember that all wars are 
immoral and when Martin Luther King 
preaches about how immoral the Ameri- . 
can bullets are and fails to offer us an( 
.alternative for stopping those immoral, 
bullets being fired at our boys, we have; 
got to take the ex-civil rights worker- 

ho task for his oversight. -.- 

There is no middle ground here for any , 
misguided “Moses" who has lost him¬ 
self ;_King, got lost just outs ide of C hic a-' 
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go Tn a town called Cicero and fieTISSh’t 
been the same since. We cannot sit by 


and allow him to lose thousands of 
Negro citizens also just because he can't 
find his own way. 

Crispus Attucks didn't call the cause \ 
at Boston Commons “Immoral”. He 
'jlstood up like a man and fell like a proud i 
| soldier. From that moment on, both black** 
iland white men have stood up for Ameri¬ 
ca. Negro citizen soldiers have stood 
like men and fallen, if need be, on battle 
fields in far away places all over the 
world every since Crispus Attack first 
stood up back in the beginning. This na¬ 
tion has grown strong and it is respected 
and, yes, even feared, because we have 
been blessed by the Almighty Grace of 
God to have strong men at the right place 
lat the needed time who didn't mind stand- j 
.ng up for right, for God and for Country. • , 
It then is not reasonable that we now r 
should settle for anything less than what * 
the most courageous have done. 

As we see it, Dr. Martin Luther King 
is suggesting that we Negroes take some¬ 
thing lesser than the courageous route.- 
If he follows the same pattern that he has 
followed in his other “remarks” made 
in other cities, he will dwell upon Negro 
problems just long enough to get the at¬ 
tention of the listeners and then he will 
suddenly shift to the hard-sell of taking? 
!;he lesser route in the war that thisj { 
{country is now engaged in. 1 

1 FORWARD TIMES firmly believes that f 


in the long run we will lose any and all 
respect that the total community might 
now hold for us. Our job is to try and 

.-.build more respect and not tear down- - 

the liftla-ws already have. . -® 


■' 'A—man who will not fight “for "liis~ 
country hasn't got any civil rights or 
any respect due him. For Dr. Martin 
, Luther King to try and cloud our peo- 
| pie's minds, in regards to helping our 
[country in 'its hour of need, borders 
'-'upon treason. 

There is no soft .middle when one'i 
country is at war or in trouble that will 
allow room for ambitious men to play 
“footsy'^ with wild hairbrained schemes. 
Either you fight or you run. Either you 
support your fighting men or you sabo¬ 
tage them with preachments that sound 
good, give hope and give courage only 
to the enemy. 

Even though .Negro citizens have had 
differences ‘at home' they have always 
stood firmly shoulder to shoulder with 
,|the remainder of America when the going 
’[got rough. FORWARD TIMES believes 
[that this will continue despite people 
’ like Martin. Luther King and company,; 

It puzzles us how Harry Belafonta 
was selected to headline a show that was 
supposed to be aimed in the Negro inter¬ 
est. We cannot help but wonder how much 
real concern he has for the suffering of 
Negro womanhood. As we recall, once he 
got famous, he quit his Negro wife and 
married a white woman. We don’t have 
anything against marrying white women, 
but when you do, don’t come into Hous¬ 
ton and try to charge hardworking Ne- 
,gro women $7.50 admittance fee under 
Tthe pretext that they are going to. hear 
lone thing and something else is up your 
! «sleeve. . 

Of course, Houston citizens are free 
..to . do . anything -that th~y ch ose a!~; .t- • 
attending this show. All that 'we' ask'is 
that you TH INK TWICE BE FOE SjGQJNG. 




t 
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OrftONAl fOKM NO. 10 
MAY 1962 EDITION 
CSA CEN. REG. NO. 27 


UNITED STATES GO\ \ .NMENT 

Memorandum 


TO 


FROM 


MR. TOLSON 


J. P. MOHR 


DATE: 


8/25/67 


SUBJECT: 

/ 



YfBI'S REPORT.ON KING READY” 
by Robert S.)(Allen and PauFScott 

' % - i»* 1 i_ 


B- J-r > c 

'The above-captioned syndicated column appeared in the Northern 
Virg inia Sun,..,Arlington, .Virginia, on Augus t 24. 1967 T is datelined 
'Washington, D. C. and states that ’’powerful leaders in Congress are rolling 
up their big guns for their coming confrontation with Dr. Martin Luther'King.” 
It then states, .’’Their Big Bertha - the contents of tEeTTBI’s file on King - has 
been examined and readied for firing by a House Appropriations subcommittee 
headed by Representative John J/Rooney,_D - N. Y., a strong civil rights 
advocate.” ~~ '* ' 

Congressman Rooney called me late this afternoon and asked me if 
I had read this particular column and I told him that I had. He said he is re¬ 
ceiving copies from all over the country and he just wanted the Director to 4% 
know that he had no intention of holding any hearings on Martin Luther King > 
and specifically concerning the Director’s testimony before his Subcommittee. 


\ 

v 

v V 

\i*" 


/ 




\0 


o e 



I reassured him that the Director was well aware of the fact that he 
did not intend such a hearing and if the Director felt that way I would have 
been knocking on his door earlier today. He laughedjmd said he just wanted 
the Director to know that he had no such intentions. ^e“did“state;—however-*, 
j that-the“eolumfrwas’*bad , dor-Mm-poHtical-ly-in his-district where he has so ^ 
a' \ many _Negrp_vot era. I told-him it'seeffied to 'me-that Allen and Scott had just 

v f _dragg.edJhLis^name-into.the-.column-knowing„fulLwelLthat„the-'Director'did“ 

|> testify_b.efore-his-Subcommittee every year,. T asked him if he was worried 
' —about-the-column-and-its~possible effect upon him in his district and he told 
Tne~that-he was not^particularTy^worried and4aughed-stating < 'he"hoped"not 
many„of^his^Gonstituents-wouldvr.eadJ:he*''eolumni M . ; ^ 

*_I have checked with Mr. Bishop and he assured me that we didjiot^ 
i)9 •furnish“any"information~Cbn'C‘efning"eongressman“R6brreyl;d'Allen*di«See^aj^» 

J jp obviously4t-was-SQmething-they-had hatched-up themselves . j 

—The4oTegbmg‘Ts submitted'for youTTnforniatioh. ! SEP- IS-19&7 
EnGLQ&tAfi ^ \j \ •- 

JPM:DW W , Q&L / / r,.! 

(a\ Thi& document is prepared vrmfsppysgAo your rem^somu ts 

W nation^dutside your Committee. Its use is linpteu'TOi'offtcm] 

1 - Mr. D^ho^&hmittee and the content ma/y not he disclosed to unaut - 
1 - Mr Bfcfeh tijfaout the express appxgbal\of the FBI 

SEP 221967 ' XSRox 
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A iten-Scolt Report . 


Vr^a^" 


IFBIsReport , 
Oil King Ready 


* %4 


By ROBERT 5. ALLEN 
and PAUL SCOTT - 


_ i, 

| ! WASHINGTON — Powerful }*ad- i 
! ac% in Congress are rolling . 

| up their bij; guns for their com-; 

Ins? confrontation' with Dr. Mar- 
I tin Luther King. 

Tticir Big Bertha — the con¬ 
sents of the FBI's hie on Kins: 

— ha s boon examined and 
readied for firing by a House 

1 Appropriations a u b c o m m ittce 
headed by RcprescnTative John 
J. Rooney, D . N. Y., a atroiwc # 
civil right* advocate. 

; 5>ufx5omnu^^members are 
: now discussing • with House 
! l eaders how and when I his un¬ 
told part of the intriguing King 
. story should be released to the 
, American people. This story in- 
f eludes derails of those directing 
and influencing his activities. 

These legislators are taking 
the position tlmt King's public 
declaration of w. on Congress 
leave* meml>era/no other r*Hir*e 
than to throw fljr ^flight on 
some tmpublimrd Aspect* of th* 
milllnnt civil right* lender** life 
- known only .to a few high of- 
ft fields and & handful of FBI 
’agents. 

e ? * ■.«, 

Tire subcommittee members 
have told the House leaders, 
who arc King's main targets, i 
£lhat the FBI ha s unhnoeachable! 

evidence including photographs j 
• showing that King is_no\v^listen -1 
' to a man. .\yjiq .15 "clearly < 
more' interested in' destroying 
tbp~*TL$r'than in " Ihe plight of 
either the Negro, or Hie war- 
weary people, .of. Vietnam. 

According to^ these legislators. 

|the FBI has carefully ‘docu¬ 
mented that this adviser of King 
has been one of the Communis 
Party’s biggest money^rassers 
In "this "country. 

1 §«The confidential FBI file, they 
. report, cites instances of mate¬ 
rial - this adviser has prepared 
-for -King's' virion* a 1 tacks . on - 
Congress and the U. S. ;n gen- 
vra\ The advisor Is crcdied 
with drafting King’s sia\cmcn:s: 
describing Congress as "wild J 
w’th wetem" and describing the 
W. S-. ASf>the "greatc jhi ryeyjjr 
, c: violence in the world today, i 


U* 7J 

Ur. An** 


r. A £_- r/ *pm*Jed In this cpkmui 
: August A. eleven days before 
5 King revealed his new s'ratcgy , 
Jin his headline - making attack 
j on Congress in Atlanta, the; 
j Nobel Prize winner is planning * 

I to lead massive demonstrations ^ 
and "sit ins'* here this fatl. 

1 * ‘ 

Tlv a racks against Congress j 
jorc pwr of King's over • nil 
I rumvi!?n fo e* nfolltfi n political 
j 11 third' force" by composed 
| of mPItant cMl right <, peace, 
j student, and tabor groups. 

. Significant 1 .^ the Rev. James 
Bevel, ^ another King lieutenant } 
organizing his civil disobedience i 
campaign for -Washington, is j 
(^scribed in the FBI file as | 
King's link with the Student ! 
Nonviolent Coordinatin'? Com¬ 
mittee (SNOCl. The officials of 
th 1 * militant grout) arc now* 
uring Negroes *o follow the pnth : 
of v"ole»if revolution hi ihn U.S, 

• U ’* s * * .. . ■ 

K*ng, who preaches non • vio¬ 
lence, continues :o confer with 
•here SNCC officials whenever 
Bevel sets up the meetings, ae. 
lording fc> lire FBT flics. It 
Vso quotes King as telling a 
group of .lef: - wing students, 
"We don’t need to talk mean, 

• w» need to act mean." 

* Aides of Senator John McCld* 
bn t D . Ark'.i whose Permanent * 
Invest igating Subcommittee 1 
plans a full • scale probe of ; 
recent race riots'- reoorts (hat : 
he inquiry will go into JOng’s % 

I activities. Several ex - FBI 

agents, familiar with the back- ; 
ground of King and also of.the ’ 
offictal? of SNNC. will be em- ! 

. ployed by the committee. 

WWi these and other .bomb- J 
! t 5 hf.Hl^ipspd ' to ignite, ;' 

;_sional leaders are privately 
•j P.wKoktz^ye. "Second Coming " -1 
of King, as his Washington dis¬ 
obedience campaign is being 

called, could be a nasty, violent_ 

affair!. - . ~ -- 

*nie legislator! * also believe 
' could explode a 

i toft </ myth* about King. 
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Mr. Mohr-— 
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OPTIONAL fOIM NO. 10 
MAY 1963 JDItlON 
OSA GEN. «EG. NO. 27 


■ROUTE IN Eli^ELOPE 


UNITED STATES GO . ERNMENT 

Memorandum 

Mr, W. C. Sullivan^ 


1 - Mr. C. D. DeLoach 
1 - Mr. W. C. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. C. D« Brennan 


DATE: August 24, 1967 


—* Tolson 

DeLoach . 

Mohr- 

Bishop — 
Casper — 
Callahan . 
Conrad — 

Felt_ 

Qale- 

A'^fcosen __ 
t/j/ Y/'Sullivart*- 


FROM 


C. D. Brennan 


AiiUi 


i i v ^ u ^ ivar 

IMmz 


1 - Mr. D. J. Brennan / / T^io.Room. 
1 - Mr. D. M. Wells g°JX— 


SUBJECT: 


<S> oo £ 

Jtl 

•&§| 

n! 


-3^ 


MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. rf\ 

SECURITY MATTER - COMMUNIST flL£>L%* tt 

tjH0ic4T6$ M** AOpZjy \yQpr. 

PURPOSE : • M ' I' l ^ f> 

v To obtain approval to, disseminate to S. C v Hoe - k ing/> 
covort—Aust^^l-ia-n^eeu-ri-t-y—I-n-t-el-ti-g ence- 0 fTd^or 7 ^us 1 rraT'i a n 
Embassy# Washington, D. C., a copy of the monograph entitled, iKTCliitZ-Nr 
^heofiSmnist Influence in Racial Matters—A Current Analysis." fc6PCy ^ 


BACKGROUND: 


This 


or. i . a-cl i .—wa-WrC-i-a7—rt-u^-c-i-a-x-arwii— hi iroet-cv&y-,—Washl-ng- ton - ,- D-»—C « , / 

has advised that the Vietnam Protest Movement in 4as±a*asyLa 
is considering inviting prominent Americans to lecture in / 

A - mytTgftjbira on Vietnam. Martin Luther King, Jr., President of 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, has been ^ 

mentioned / to ; ,thi& 2 row> as one they might invite for this /J 

numoRR. I ^ oL -' !$Rra e i ^^n t g~has reau£>R±p>d that: hfi he? fnrnishp.d anv V. 


■S ?> » -» V 

£S grf* I 

» 

I - 5 l 

<0 £ § 

k 

g g* 

*§ I w e 

g §, 

*i§§ 

ill? 

J|ii 


purpose, i wt has requested that he be furnished any 
». information of a political or subversive nature concerning 
U King so thaBdbreot^r - G ^e -ralr--€an T - brief - t - h e —P - ri -Bie—MarR-ist 
||o*f—Australia.^ -f-)u H-0uL dl~ bi& Gdi/frO-WW <r ks hA/tp-* 1 


OBSERVATION : 

Since there is a good possibility King might be 
invited to Australia in the near future, it is deemed 
desirable to advise appropriate government officials of 
his heavy alliance to Communist advisors and his ^nunm^aJL ^ > 
condu c t. , n / ^ 


RECOMMENDATION: 


■I'e&’Wj 


The attached document be disseminated by routing 
slip to lte.—H©c45i«ng_/through Liaison Section. 

..*. ,c :;r.:-: \j... iK \ "&£. >. L-- 
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Liaison 

Mr. Z>.M. Wells 


August 30-, 1967 


o 

Q A' 1 MABTIN LUTHEB KING, JR. 

The following is some background data on Martin. 
I*uther_King^Jx»-, President, Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference: 

He,was b orn January-JL5^--1929, at AJI^nta+_G.eorgi.a. 
He earned his A.B. degree from Morehouse College, Atlanta, 
Georgia, in 1948. He received a Bachelor of Divinity from 
Crozer Theological Seminary, Chester, Pennsylvania, in 1951. 
He was President of the senior class and v/on the Piafker 
Award which gave him a scholarship to do graduate work at the-' 
school of his choice. King selected the Boston University 
and secured his Ph.B. degree in 1955. Upon graduation, he 
had many ministerial assignments offered him. He selected 
the Dexter Avenue Baptist Church, Montgomery, Alabama. While 
at that church, he formed the Montgomery Improvement 
Association and led a successful bus boycott in that city. 

In 1957, he founded the Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference with aimself as President, the position 
he still maintains. This organisation was originally founded 
as a register and vote type group. He gained national promi¬ 
nence by leading the march on Washington in August of 19G3. 
Originally, Negro leaders, principally A. Philip Randolph, 
President of the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters and head 
of the Negro American Labor Council, had proposed a march on 
the Nation’s Capitol sometime in the Pall of 19G3. King 
seized the initiative and secured the cooperation of other 
Negro leaders in backing his proposal for an earlier march. 
This move put King squarely in the forefront of the events as 
they developed. In December of 1964, he was awarded the 


Nobel Peace Prize because of 
movement. \J c l * 
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 


He has concentrated mostly on matters dealing with 
civil rights until recently when in April, 1967, at a speech 
at Riverside Church in Hew York City, he vociferously attacked 
the United States involvement in Vietnam. He outlined a plan 
for peace which closely parallels that put forth by North Vietnam, 
Xn recent months, he has blended his anti-Vietnam war activities 
with the civil rights movement in the United States. Attached 
are some articles that will provide additional background 
information concerning him. 


Enclosures (8) 


* 


Delivered to Washington representative ofj[AS$0^on 7 

foy 'iC<s • 


NOTE : 

Articles furnished: "Matter of Fact” by Joseph Alsop, 
"Washington Post," 4/15/64; "Dr. King's Associations," "Jackson 
Daily Hews," 11/24/64; "A Role for King In Protest Politics," "The 
Washington Post," 5/12/67; "Dr. King and the Firemen," "Atlanta 
Journal," 10/7/66; "Dr. King Makes a Mistake," "Chicago American," 
4/20/67; "Dr. King's Leadership," "Chicago Defender," 4/22/67; "The 
King and His Communists," "American Option," 10/65; and "Ideas in 
Our Times," "Political Affairs," 5/67. fTThis memorandum is in 
response to request of !A-SIG 7 ~Wa'Shl-ngton-^ D. C .^memorandum 84^1 
dated S/23/67. L J 
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DECODED COPV 


□ AIRGRAM ' □ CABLEGRAM □ RADIO GO TELETYPE 




Tolsqn -2 
\Rkoachfe 

^Callahan . 
.Conrad — 

Fflfr- 


* Trotter_ 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes_ 

Gandy — 


12:20 PM URGENT 7-25-67 
TO DI^2t5TOR * V • . 

FROM CHICAGO ' ■ '*'• *-C; ;• ; \ 

^ So C fatLiSIt/r*/ tf/f* ^flDs 

CG FILE 105-16258 COMINFIL; SCLC; ISSCrr^~— 


REBUTEL CALL THIS DATE. • ' 

MAYOR RICHARD J. DALEY TELEPHONICALLY CONTACTED BY 

ASAC CLARK 10:23 AM THIS DATE AND ADVISED MARTIN LUTHER 

- / 

KING IS TO HAVE PRESS CONFERENCE 11 AM TODAY, ATLANTA, GA., 

AT EBENEZER BAPTIST CHURCH, ATLANTA. HE WAS FURTHER ADVISED 

KING IS TO MAKE STATEMENT WHICH WILL DIFFER GREATLY FROM 

THOSE GIVEN BY ROY WILKINS AND WHITNEY YOUNG IN THAT HE, 

KING, WILL NOT CONDEMN VIOLENCE IN NEWARK,DETROIT AND OTHER 

<* _ . - . - . / 

* PLACES, BUT WILL CONDONE IT AS NATIONAL RESULT FROM INHUMAN 

CONDITIONS NEGROES EXIST UNDER.' ' • . " .* 

-MAYOR DALEY WAS ALSO ADVISED KING .IS TO REBUT STATEMENTS 

MADE BY PRESIDENT JOHNSON ON NIGHT JULY 2k LAST TO FURTHER 

GAIN CONCESSIONS FROM PRESIDENT. MAYOR DALEY WAS^LScT" ' 

- s -—_____-:— •— -:-_---tin 2Bt 1$67 

This document is prepared i% reSp'b'kse^to^jourirequest and isind^^'disseln^ ^ ’ v ** sxa * , 

Z^TrZ^t y ° Ur , Its ,** l limed t^m^t^ZdSaTbv • bcl 

may mt - ^closed lb um^hastied person-*' * i' a ’ LJ 
nel without the .express approval .of the-mi . - WTT3 per - ‘ ' k' N 


& 


MR. DELOACH FOR THE DIRECTOR 


Pm 


, intel fjSenpe contained in the above message'is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
m ir tSphra § edHXi Qr.der t^ytect the Bureau’s cryptographic systems. y 


&HP r {QP n ra§eft\yi order tfcpiptect the Bureau 
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J* , **D 6 
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DECODED COPY 


AIRGRAM CABLEGRAM □ RADIO ra TELETYPE 


Tolson- 

DeLoach — 

Mohr_ 

, Wick -__ 

Casper -- 

Callahan-—. 

Conrad_ 

Felt_! 

Gale- 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan_ 

Tavel_ 

Trotter_ 

Tele. Room . 

Holmes_ 

Gandy_ 


PAGE TWO FROM CHICAGO 


ADVISED KING il.S TO MAKE STATEMENT THAT WORST HAS NOT YET 

*■ ^ -v -* 

• HAPPENED IN THIS COUNTRY AND HE WILL REFER SPECIFICALLY TO 
CHICAGO' IN THAT THEY DO NOT ^PLAN TO BURN WEST SIDE, BUT 
PLAN TO GET LOOP IN CHICAGO. -MAYOR DALEY WAS MOST APPRE¬ 
CIATIVE OF ABOVE INFORMATION AND EMPHATICALLY ASSURED ASAC 
CLARK'THAT ABOVE INFORMATION WOULD IN NO WAY BE RELEASED 

OR ATTRIBUTED TO FBI. , • 

* « * 

W I MAYOR DALEY CONTINUED THAT HE HAS BEEN IN CONFERENCE 
WITH AG CLARK IN EFFORT TO CONVINCE HIM OF FACT KING, AL¬ 
THOUGH HE TALKS NON VIOLENCE, IN ESSENCE, HE ENCOURAGES 
VIOLENCE. HE SAID HE IS ALSO TRYING TO CONVINCE THE AG 
THAT KING’S ACTIONS ARE TREASONOUS AND SEDITIOUS. 


RECEIVED: PM LRK 




?v V't *y 

$ * "V *« I 


CC- MR. STTTJ.IVAN i' 






If the intelligence contained in the above message is to be disseminated outside the Bureau, it is suggested that it be suitably 
paraphrased in-order to protect the Bureau's cryptographic systems. 














ROUTE if ENVELOPE 


Mr* F< 


martin Msrmm king, m* 

SECURITY HATTER - COMMUNIST 


Mr® We Co Sullivan April 2, 1964 

£ 

1 ~ Hr* Belmont 

Mr® F e So Baumgardner 1 - Hr* Mohr 

1 <* Hr* Deloach 
1 ® Hr* Sullivan 

MARTIN &UTHEB KING, JR e 1 - Hr. Bland 

SECURITY HATTER - COMMUNIST 1 - Hr. Baumgardner 

I - Hr. Ryan 1-Hr® Phillip 

«y memorandum to you March 19, 1964, concerning the communistO^ J 
influence in racial matters advised that we had learned that Springfield^ 
College .^Springfield, Massachuset ts ti-.and^Yale^Pniversitv-.^Hew^Haven / N\ 

.Connecticut, were considering, the,. Gonferring.„upon»Hartin Luther»-King^Jr,, 
of^hohorary dbgr efesNfn June’* 1964,. l>’ut that to date_no^d©fi n I^J^Pl^ s v J 
had'been perfec ted re lative to either institution* We indicated that 
we^ere^iuitiating approprrate'lsheehs* as'tb^the availability of such \ 
established and reliable sources i atJ;hesG..:Uist ttutions^wMch would; %\ 

permit the heading of f of the conf^frlng..^o£-honQra3B^'diiegreea. -to~ging^ 

We^fndl'cated an intention to proceed along lines similar to that taken 
recently which prevented King from getting an honorary degree from 
Marquette University® The Director noted "OK" relative to these ^ 

intentions of ours® Instant memorandum recommends that an extremely 
discreet contact be made with Senator Leverett Saltonstall (Republican- 
Massachusetts) who appears to he in a position to assist the Bureau 
in the matter relating t o Spri ngfieldjCoilego. A separate-memorandum. 
will follow rel ative to,Yale.,University.*.. ' ' %■ 

Boston SAC Handley has advised that although the Boston || 

Office files are negative concerning Springfield’s President, Dr. Glenn t 
Oldsj Handley has been able to determine that Olds .is very close to \%j 
Sargent Shriver and Olds spends half of his time in.Washington, D* C*, g 
assisting Shriver in matters relating to the Peace Corps and study & 

on poverty. Bureau files on Olds are favorable; he Is a theologian , 0 

and has visited Russia on one occasion* 


Handley suggested Senator Saltonstall as a possible contact 
as ho is a member of the Board of Springfield College* Saltonstall 
is on the Special Correspondents 5 14st and we have had limited but 
friendly relations with him for a number of years* He is usually 
written a congratulatory letter upon his re-elections. 

Enclosure ' N0T r^OOMDES . 

100-106670 Apb 1984 

1 -/Bufile 100-3^116 (Communist Party, USA, Negro Questibn^Cbmmunist 
"— Influence in Racial Hatters) 









Memorandum to Hr. W. C. Sullivan 
RE: MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR. 
100*106670 , , 


OBSERVATIONS: 


‘Because of Olds 9 close association with Shriver, it would 
not appear to be prudent to attempt to deal with him* It appears 
from our study that Senator Saltonstall is the most logical indi¬ 


vidual to deal with and that if he were personally approached by 
Assistant Director DeLoach and orally briefed, in the strictest of 
confidence, concerning King, he would be in a position to hahe the 
necessary action to prevent. £ing from receiving an honorary degree 
from Springfield College. —! ——— 


RECOMMENDATION: 


*'3f approved, DeLoach should personally orally brief 
Senator Saltonstall in accordance with the attached "Top Secret” 
summary indicating King’s communist connections and degene rate 
make-up* (This is the same summary we previously usOd ^n the 3 
Marquette University situation)* It should be xaade clear to 
Saltonstall that the information is being given him in the strictest 
of confidence with the thought that he might desire to use it in 
preventing King f rom_xeeeiv±ng*an-honor ary. degr.ee^froa Springfield 
College ^andjb fr»s,.,save tha t inst itution, from embarrassment “because" 
of King’s connections and"character* It should be emphasized to 
Saltonstall that under no circumstances may this*Information ever 
be attributed to the Bureau* 



* 
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"NEWSWEEK” CRITICISM 


(Some of the More Salient Items in the December 7, 1964, 
"Newsweek" Article With the Facts in Regard Thereto) 


This document is prepared in response to your request and is not for dissemi » 
nation outside your Committee . Its^Use is limited to official proceedings by 
your Committee and the content ma/y not be disclosed to unauthorized personv* 
nel without the express approval of the FBI * 


Prepared: January 18, 1965 v 


EXHIBIT NO. 55c - "Newsweek" Criticism 
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advised us that his Service would not have placed Oswald under 
surveillance on November 22, 1963, had Oswald f s name been 
furnished to them as there was no information indicating possible 
violence on his part. 

0 STATEMENT REGARDING MARTIN LUTHER KING (See Page 21 & 22 of Article)- 
• ' "Newsweek” further charged that a "feud” has arisen '[ 

between Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., and me.. ; 

If such a feud does exist, it is entirely one-sided, I 
because I have never engaged in a feud with Dr. King or any 
other member of the civil rights movement. What I did do last fall : 
was set the record straight with regard to unfounded criticisms of 
the FBI attributed to Dr. King which have received wide 
publicity in the past. 

On November 18, 1962, during an interview in 

New York City, Dr. King was quoted as charging that FBI Agents 

in Albany, Georgia, had sided with segregationists and had not 

done an effective job of investigating beatings and other 

' 

[• intimidations of Negroes pressing for equality in that area. 

He further was quoted as remarking, "One of the great problems 
! we face with the FBI in the South is that the Agents are white 
southerners who have been influenced by the mores of the 
’community," and that "everytime" he saw FBI Agents in Albany 
"they were with the local police force." He implied that FBI 
Agents of southern background are not "in agreement with the law 
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of the land” and, accordingly, that they "can’t honestly and 
objectively investigate." 

These charges cast a serious reflection upon the 
integrity and impartiality of our Agents not only in the South 
but throughout the entire service. Dr. King gave no factual 
substantiation for these criticisms and, as a matter of fact, 
our records clearly showed that four of the five Agents assigned 
at Albany, Georgia, were northern-born. 

On November 30, 196 p, we made a series of efforts to 
reach Dr. King so that arrangements could be made for two of our 
Assistant Directors to sit down with him and discuss his unsub¬ 
stantiated charges, as reported in the press. After determining 
that Dr. King could not, or would not, be contacted at that time, 
we requested his secretary to tell him of our desire to talk to 
him and ask that he contact us at his earliest convenience. 

Dr. King never complied with our request. 

When Dr. King’s name arose during the briefing session 
which I held on November 18, 1964, at the request of a group 
of Washington newswomen, I stated that Dr. King was a "notorious 
liar" in connection with his unfounded criticism of the FBI 
Agents assigned at Albany, Georgia. This was not in the nature 
of a "feud"; rather, it was an effort to set the record straight 
on a false charge which cast a dire reflection upon the FBI’s 
reputation for fairness and impartiality. 

- 7 - 
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On December 1, 1964, I met with Dr. King at his request 
in our Washington Headquarters. On this occasion, he asserted 
that any criticism of the FBI and me which had been attributed 
to him was either a misquote or an outright misrepresentation, 
and that he appreciated the work being done by the FBI in the 
field of civil rights. However, despite our earlier effort to 
reach him, the fact remains that Dr. King made no attempt to 
straighten out the record with regard to the unfounded criticisms 
attributed to him at New York on November 18, 1962, until after 
my November, 1964, briefing session for Washington newswomen. 

The Committee may be interested to know that we 
conducted a survey of the backgrounds of the Agents assigned 
to our southern offices on November 13, 1964. This survey 
disclosed that 1,316 of the 1,971 Agents in those offices were 
born in the North. The remaining 655 were southern-born. That 
is a ratio of two to one. 

r 4h 20-YEAR FBI OFFICIAL’S ALLEGED REMARKS (See Page 22 of Article) 
The "Newsweek" article also purports to quote "one of 
the FBI’s highest ranking officers," a man of 20 years’ service, 
as commenting that I am no longer able to make a positive 
contribution to the service and that I should retire. 

If the day should ever arrive when I am unable to 
carry on effectively, I can assure you that no one either within 
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HQU3TUDY/3ENSTUDY "JUNE" ENCLOSURE PERMANENT CHARGE OUT FORM 

# ' :€ - 

RE - HOUSTUDY 62-U64S4- 
' . OR • 

SENSTUDY? 62-116595- 


NOTE: 


THIS IS A PERMANENT CHARGE OUT FOR A XEROX COPY/COPIES OF .. 
"JUNE" MAIL THAT WAS INCLUDED IN COPIES OF FBI DOCUMENTS j 
FURNISHED TO THE ATTORNEY GENERAL BY MEMO/LETTER j 
DATED IN RESPONSE TO REQUSST(S) MADE BY EITHER j 
T-HE—U. S. SENATE OR HOUSE■ SELECT COMMITTEES ON INTELLIGENCE. j 

THE COPY/COPIES OF THE "JUNE" MAIL DATED AS INDICATED BELOV/ ' ' i 

) 

HAS/HAVS BEEN REMOVED FROM THIS'ENCLOSURE MATERIAL TO BE■ . . j 
FILED IN THE APPROPRIATE HOUSTUDY OR SENSTUDY "JUNE" FILE j 
INDICATED ABOVE, LOCATED IN THE*SPECIAL FILE ROOM OF THE j 
RECORDS SECTION.• ' ! 


DATE(S) OF MAIL: 


REMOVED BY: ( a J 


BATE REMOVED: IzAlzJjC 


ft. 
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I 


Mrtel 

To: 

From: 


SAC, Miami <100-15079) 

REC* 24 ^ 

Director, FBI (10O-XO667Q) - H H 


, maetih irnmn Kim , je, 

-1 SECURITY MATTER - C 


EeMMairtel 5/23/66, 


5/27/66 


1 “ JQeboacb 
1 - Wick 
1 - Sullivan 
X « Forsyth 
1 ~ Baumgardner 
1 - Basher 




f'. 

)%JC 





In vieis 
Sheriff *s Office 

visits Miami and _ 

H, Kimhr o«... the Miami Office is instructed that no future 


should b& made with any member of the Bade County Sheriff # s Office 
relative to any microphone or teeimacaA coverage max xne anerixx : s 
Office may now, or in"the future, have on King, his associates, or 
the Southern Christian Leadership Conference, Any information 
produced by any such installations should f SP& be accepted from the iv 
Sheriff's Office. 

•- i 

You should, however, continue in your efforts to determine 
what action is being taken by the Sheriff*s Office concerning tin*'' 
allegation against Kimbrxu, that he once claimed to be an ’’undercover 
Agent for the FBI. ’’ J Trhis should be immediately resolved and the 
Bureau fully advised/and recommendations made» if necessary, for setting 
Kimbr_o straight, _ f^ 

PTB:deh:rth 

(9) f 


Kjd 


;< 

\ 


HOTS: 



SENT FROM D. 0 . 


TIME 
DATE 
BY _ 


<r- 


22=££. 

CUft 


See Baumgardner to Sullivan memorandum 5/27/66 
same caption, prepared by PTB:deh. 


Tolson — 
,DeLoaeh - 

Mohr I_ 

Wick_ 

Casper_ 

Callahan . 
Conrad — 

Felt_ 

Gale- 

Rosen _ 

Sullivan - 
Tavel . 



a 



Trotter 


. ^ , 1 a 0 

ration°outside vof^r^ •« res P° T n ff ^ 0 pour 1 request land is not for disserts 
fur Committee ahil fhi^n f\ \ ^V^od to official proceedings sot/ 

^ithout tSr-extresh approvalTf the F. %f' iS<!losed to u ™uthorized person* 
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Activities in the civil rights movement during the 
past year have moved Martin Luther King, Jr., and the organ¬ 
ization which he heads, the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference, to the forefront of the movement. King today is 
looked upon by the vast majority of our Nation’s approximately 

; ^5»g£ 

20 million Negroes as their principal voice. An examination 
of much of the brains behind this voice box is revealing as 
to the extreme danger posed to our Nation’s security in the 
person of King. ' . - 

The repeated public claims made by King that com¬ 
munism is incompatible with his status as a clergyman and that 
there are no communists in his organization is clear evidence 
of the hypocrisy exercised by this defamer of the truth. He 
has truly adopted the Hitlerian tactic of telling a falsehood 
often and loud enough in an effort to make it more readily be¬ 
lieved. But truth will out. King has surrounded himself for 
some time with an organizational staff and group of advisors 
upon whom he has become most dependent and who many times 
direct his every decision. The backgrounds of many of these 
individuals are such as to strongly argue against any claims 


4 - Martin Luther King, Jr. 


EXHIBIT NO 



• • 

of naivety or coincidence which King may make. 

Principal of King*s advisors is Stanley David Levison, 
a long-time communist whose secret membership in the Communist 
Party-USA has been established as recently as July, 1963. 

While they have attempted to keep their personal relationship 
covert and usually deal through an intermediary, we neverthe¬ 
less have been able through highly discreet observations by 
special agents of this Bureau, -to place Levi son and King to¬ 
gether in personal meetings. (^ March 4 and May 15, 1965 , wit¬ 
nessed clandestine meetings in New York City hotel rooms be- 
tween King. Levis.on^and o ther King advisors to discuss impor- 
tant issues reJatln g^o^K4rig^and»4dae^^gQuthern^hri^Sttian^Leader- 
shi p Conference On June 9, 1965, Levi son traveled from New 
York City to Warrenton, Virginia, where he attended an annual 
retreat and staff meeting of the Southern Christian Leadership 
Conference. Present were King and most of the top echelon of 
that organization. On July 11, 1965, Levison traveled to At¬ 
lanta, Georgia, where he spent two days in consultation with 
King and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference staff, 
including dining at the King residence on July 12, 1965. Both 
King and Levison attended the annual convention of the Southern 
Christian Leadership Conference in Birmingham, Alabama, on Au¬ 
gust 9-13, 1965. 
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Another longtime communist and member of the Party 1 s 
National Committee, Hunter Pitts O’Dell, was, for public con¬ 
sumption, separated from the Southern Christian Leadership Con- 

- 


' ference because ot the.eikptsure of O’Dell as a communist. But 
events of 1965 revealed King still calls upon O’Dell for 

assistance, in connection with Southern Christian Leadership 

“ ‘ n # ■ 

Conference affairs. 

The use of O’Dell as a principal communist tool was 
underscored in July, 1965, when it was learned that O’Dell had 
been hired on a full-time basis to work "secretly” in recruit¬ 
ing into the Communist Party-USA Negroes from the civil rights 

1 " 

movement. O’Dell was to be given $5,000 by the Party for this 
assignment. O’Dell was also assigned to organize a delegation 
of several members of the Party active in the civil.rights 
movement to go to Moscow under the auspices of "Freedomways," 
.a publication concerning the Negro freedom movement which was 
initiated and is financially supported by the Communist Party- 


USA. 

Additional key people with communist backgrounds in 
King’s "camp" include: Bayard Rustin (member of the Young • 
Communist League in the early 1940’s); Clarence Jones (in the 
mid-1950’s a leader in the Labor Youth League — designated 
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subversive pursuant to Executive Order 10450); Lawrence Reddick 
Historian, and Randolph T. Blackwell, Program Director, both 
of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference (former Party - 
members); and Cordy T. Vivian (former Party member)♦ 

It is not alone in the civil rights field that King 
has used his influence. The Summer of 1965 witnessed his en¬ 
trance into the public arena on foreign policy matters. In a 
public address to a Southern Christian Leadership Conference 
group in early July, 1965, at Petersburg, Virginia, King- said 
that he and his aides would study the use of "peace rallies", 
and so-called teach-ins to bring pressure to bear on foreign - 
policy matters. He called for a negotiated settlement of the 
Vietnam situation, demanding that the United States "even ne¬ 
gotiate with the Vietcong." During a subsequent public appear¬ 
ance, King was reminded that other civil rights leaders were 
keeping separate the civil rights movement and the Nation’s 
foreign policy. King’s explanation for tying these two mat¬ 
ters together was that as a clergyman he felt compelled to 
act on matters relating' to peace. 

fit is most signi ficant to no,t.e_ thaj:Jien ^La.vison se - 
c retlv met with .. King^and^othen^Southern^ChnLstLan^aadexship 
Conference people in a New York CJ^ 
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it and>heFe --they' aw.Tixlii^^tie : one. who is trjJffLg to save 



them.” Kih^fT^bher'exclainied^^....peopX^ion’t I^ow what 


I have done 


wthis Nation — I 


Tibly misunderstood 


I could have-bold mgroei "td w be violent^'' 
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Mr. Casper_ 

Mr, Callahan. 

Mr. Conrad_ 

Mr. DoLoach™ 

Mr. Evans_ 

Mr. Gale_ 

Mr. ‘Rosen_ 

Mr. Sullivan_ 

Mr. Tavel_ 

Mr. Trotter__ 

Tele. Room_ 

Miss Holmes_ 

Miss Gandy_ 


TO 

FROM 


Mr, ff. C e Sullivan 


DATE: 1/2 2754“ 


: Mr. F.' J, Baumgardji^V 

SUBJECT: COMMUNIST PARTY, USA 
NEGRO QUESTION 

COMMUNIST INFLUENCE IN RACIAL MATTERS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - COMMUNIST 


1 - Mr, Belmont 
1 - Mr, Mohr 
1 - Mr, Callahan 
1 - Mr, Rogers 
1 - Mr. Sullivan 
1 - Mr. Baumgardner 
1 - Mr. Phillips 


Pursuant to a request from the Director, there is 
attached a summary of information concerning Martin Luther King, 
Jr,, which clearly demonstrates the communist influence upon him 
as well as his moral degeneracy.. 

This information, which is ”t)^ SECRET," is for possible 
use by the Director in his appearance before the House Appropria¬ 
tions Committee. It will be noted that a portion of the attached 
material is marked "OBSCENE." 

RECOMMENDATION : 

For the information and use of the Director. 




DOWNGRADED TO 


*riat?/2£>/C0. .~ 


This document ■><> 1 

—- « ASESSs 


HM5i5^4H5—B o —Eagje_J33.£. 




• c_ 


” /v ■ 



BEGIN: T]$? S* RET - OFF THE RECORD 


The r racial unrest in the United States is currently 
theuarget for a determined concentration of, communist effort. 




Long-range communist strategy includes the establishment of a 


Negro-labor coalition which the communists hope to be able to 


manipulate, as a powerful political-action vfeapon. They aim. 


thus, to provoke class struggle and promote legislation which 


can serve as a *step toward a communist system of government, 


This constitutes a serious national security problem, si nce t he 


'Individual playing a most dominant role as a leading spokesman 


for the ^estimated 20 million Negroes in this country today is 


IcOTingly,Willi ngly , and Regular ly coo perating with and taking 
guidance from communists, ’^In^in-depth view of this individual. 


Martin Luther King, Jr., will serve to illustrate howjie func¬ 


tions as a channel through which communist efforts are beings 


^directed against the Negroes and, therefore, < against this 


At- tTdfini 




country. ^It- depicts, too, a.moral~de.gener.a,te_.of such magnitude 


as to blaspheme the title of "Reverend” which he carries- 


The Communist Pawn 


r King, w ho is ~a cop g,s torv-viithJils^fat her o f_the. 
^Ebene zer Baptist Church , .Atlanta, Georgia, and the ^reci pien t 
of^Bach elor of Divinity and Doctor of Phllo sophy'Degrees, is 
Kcons iderg d and*described_ within the Communist Party-UBA (CpTHA) 


as a ilarxist. 


S tMsn ist £ //$ r a. 
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^ ." DiiiUru-.-/ — OFF THE HECT 

/ .He has been closely aligned with communists for 


several years and has shown not only a willingness, but at 


times-even an eagerness, to associate and confer with commit 


nist leaders and to work closely with and rely upon the advice 


and ^guidance of dedicated communists — this despite the fact 


that they have been reliably identified to him as such* 



^.anso-e ^M-s~b^ing>.a--min is ten^o fU^eMjg frony^^ 
J^^^PWe^dr ^ubM 8 el”y ^^ 

. fc^f^Levison — Key Communist directing King • 




Levi son, one of the individuals exerting the most 


i nfluence upon 'King and who has great ly facil itat ed K in g's ris e 
to prom irr^nce ,- is a shrewd , dedicat ed communist and is known_as 


such by King\ uBince the late 1940 *s Levi son has Played a highly 



: Southern Christian Leadership Conference (8CLC), which, is headed 


i 

’ by King* 
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Since 1956 Levison has expended much effor t in King’s 
be half in such activities as : act ively involving him self...in 
fund-raising drives for King; serving as King’s legal counsel 


in selected matters; preparing speech mat erial for Ki ng; assist¬ 
ing in the. mechanics of some demonstrations in which King was 
----- 

involved -; raiding King as to acceptance or r ejection of publi c 
appearances and speaking commitments; and**"helping King with 
matters r elated to the latter’s writings# 

King’s Reliance on O’Dell, A National Party Functionary 


''Another key com munis t t hrough wh om the Partyjncerts 
Influ ence on King is hunter Pitts O’Dell who, ^'atthe Party’s 
last National Convention in 1959, was l ’elected. a member of its 
second highest governing body, ^Ehe^National Committee. His 
election was under a pseudonym. *djfl960, while working as an 
assistant to the Party’s National Secretary for the South, '"James 
Jackson , ^O’Dell also be ganwork actively in support of King’s 
movement. ^iS Tjune, 1962 , * l£ing soug ht Levison^s counsel concern¬ 
ing the addition of an admini strative assistan t to King’s staf f, 
a. result of'l^evi son’s recom mendation of^ONDell, the’^latter 
*1is^ociated himself with the SCLC in Atlanta, G e orgia , under the 
name J. H. O’Dell and also Served the SCLC in its New. Y ork of- 
fice. In^October, 1962,'several newspaper articles exposed 

-- - - - - — — ___—---- ~ mm 

O’Dell’s connection with the SCLC and his communist affiliations 


<£Cs a result of which King announced O’Dell’s- temporary resigna¬ 
tion pending an inouiry. 
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